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THE HAT TRADE. p
r

Sl i 1OI.1) anyone have the hardihood to suggest on the r

floor of any hat and cap wholesale house that trade was

as good as last ycar, he would be speedily sat upol. ''ie c
sohtlume of business is lot enc'ouraging, ii falet it is qmite dis-

couraging. 'lie straw hat trad.: was fairly good through the a

hot weather and settleients were not bad. But wlhenl dealers t

were asked for import orders for fali styles there was a cdecided t

slowness which all the influences of new styles and 1 al the

bliandishments of suave travelers were unable to overcome.

'il styles of fedoras are iii quiet demancd, but have not sold to

a correspondinîg extent with the stiff felts.

A. A. .\llan & Co. show many new styles of soft and stiff
f'lts in blacks and colors.

In the latter, the samie slades

will predominate as found

favor last spring. h'liree of
W.akefield's are here iillts-

trated, of which the first is

a soft hat of a full shape.
"" . 'l'le ,niber is 384, ancd the

price $i8 per dozen. Orders placed. for this bat foretell great

popularity for it.
No. 402 is a stiff hat of an exceedingly pretty and taking

style. ''ie cown tapers

very sligltly straiglit froiî

tIe brini, is quite higli

and full and bedecked
witl a heavy open roll

brini. Altogetier it is a

style which is suitable for

the general trade, as it

aMoids the extrene fashion ancd is yet one of the newest shapes.

'l'le price is $îS per dozen.
No. 409 is a modification of

the precding bat and is ever

less extreie. 't'lie crown is

sligltly lower and less taper.

ing and the brim is narrower.
This is a very pretty liat and

of a better quality than 402.

being worth $21 lier dozen.

THE UNITED STATES HAT TRADE.

Th Hat Review says "1.iglt and dark brownis will be in

favor for the fail season these colors are very generally shownl.

We are uite confident that a derby vith distimct taper crown

will find narked favor during the fal and winter ; such a shape

will prove especially attractive to young men - and as we have

previously remîarked, young men determine the styles. .%Iake a

note of this pointer. There is a tendency toward fuller crowns,

and somewlat vider brins in derbys for the fa)l season."

''ie Clothier and Furnisier says 'l'ie fai) business so far

is ai uinevel one, some of the manufacturers of stiff hais beinig

overcrowded with orders. otliers fairly busy, and still others witli

little or nothing to do. As this applies to nianufacturers of

siniilar grades, it is ditlicuilt to account for the peculiar state of

afinirs, but the fact remnaiis. 'ie retaiers geunerally are closing

up a fairly good sumler season. and, as ti straw bat trade is

largely cash, collections have somîîewhat imîproved. With the

rospects of excellient crops and ti absence of anîy tangible
eason for a continlalce of dull times, it is diflicuit to see why

msiness should lot inprove as the season advances."

'he American Hattes speaks thus " It is etremeliv dilli-

uilt, if lot absolutely impossible, to prophesy at this time re-

arding the popular style for fall. ily popular we miiean medium

n(d cheap graies. The pointed, round crown for line trade in

he large cities is dcead, if, in fact, it ever found favor with this

lass of buyers, but in medium grades of goois it is still a prime

avorite in ail sections of the .ountry. Large orders have been

laced within a week in the New England States for this style,

and ti-e West and South have beenî large buyers since the be-

ginniîing of the season. Taper square crowns are also selling to

luite a considerable extent. ''ie concensus of opinion of those

who cater for fine trade is that a very full crown with heavy

curl will be the thing. The Elnglish styles made for wear by

I nglishmen are low crowns with Vide briis."

A LIVELY WAREHOUSE.

l' didn't seei like duli times when 'ii Ri.vî.w visited

Samson, K .mnedy & Co.'s warehouse and learn.:d that they

bad been bus' utntil to o'clock every night for two weeks withi

fail orders. ''ie endless confusion and profusion of goods

coming in and going out showed conclusively that S., K. & Co.

were not sleeping while timies werc dull.

i.aces are moving rapidly. ''hey report a great demand for

valenciennes, especially the heavy insertions. T'heir stock is

(iuite extensive, and the colors that predommnate are creams

and beige, but blacks are also very good.

Sequin laces are much in demand for the fall trade. Tihese

are shown with smail diamnond.like beads, with broad, smocoth

beads, or with bead ornanents as decorations. Blacks are usec

principally, but in some cases silver beads or spangles decorate

the lace, and in sonie lines even gilt beads are seen. But the

quicter descriptions have the first and principal cal].

Irish guipues are as good as ever, while bourdons are even

better for fail than for spring.

Sone new veilings of very pretty designs are shown.

Chenille spots ancd borders still predoimlinate

Ribbons are now shown iii immense ranges, inchding some

strikingly new styles ancd colorings. Two.tones are in very large

display and promise well. Reversibles mn dark colors are also

in stock, with blacks of every description.

In dress goods, serges and fancy tweeds of ail kinds have

sold well and promise to maintain their important position ii

the season's selections. Armure cloth, with its crepey effeci,

has done well, whdie coating cloths have sold in cashmere

colors. Satin cloths have taken well also.

li their haberdashery departnent fancy hair ornamuents

occupy an limportant place for the moment. They show gond

value" and extensive ranges in celluloid, bone, metal, aluminni

and gilt varieties. Braids are shown, but are overshadowed by

jet gimps and beaver edging,. .\ jet trimming with a seguin

effect is takinîg extra well with the better trade. l'insels are

shown in these as well as blacks.

\ special purchase of 1 -o,ooo of onIe iline of flaniielette

shirts, nien's sizes, has enabled theni to make a drive a' $2.35

per do.ien, which is unapproachable. They are sellinig about

60( dooln a week.


