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too, there is ono great advantage, as it appears ‘,i bishops themselves should prefer to givo them Jj to tako any inferior part with us in our ministra.
to me, of having such an otder of menis, that iz the titlo of Sub-Uceacons, it will boall th~ wamo. |{ tious in our churchea? I beliovo thoy might. I
would supply tho mneans to men of aducation nnd # Provided you got the thing, wo need not concern , belicve they might be ndmitted to assist ua in
high stnuding, if God whould so dirposo their!lourselves nbout the namo. Then, being in the jjreading the Holy Seriptures, and in reading the
henrts, of excrcising, especially with regard to‘tofice, what are they to dot  Of course, une part | carlier part of tho Litany  Further than that I
their own dependents, subjeot to the superintend- ' of their office will bo to _seck out the poor, the  think they should not go, ~ By the rules prescribed
enco of 'the parachial incumbent, somo of the sick, and to minister to them under the dircetion ; by the Bishiop of Newfoundland they are never to
functions of the ministry.  Itis not to be exproted, ©+ of thesuperior minister—to seek out the ignorant, ybo ndmitted within the communion-rails. Wo
perbaps it i¢ not bo desired, that men of that clavs * to bring back the wandering to the fuld of Christ j must make the distinttion between them and those
should often enter into holy oplers for this!hf they can, by the influence of their own pasition, ) who aro ordained ministers of the church. We
purpose, for this reason—that wo nll have our {being many of then o condition of life more i could not admit them to the service of the Com-
own proper avocations end our own duties, and  nearly appraaching to those poor lost wanderers ; munion, but wo might employ them to read the
it isnot in all cases the duty of a man to cxempt + for whoso souls wo crave, and therefore in gome jy Holy Boriptures ia the chureh. Laymon are
himself from tho fulfilment of those dutics to-trespects more hkely to get to know what arejjoften so employed. Itisn common practico for
which he is called. If a man, being ofthe rank t their preciso feclings, more ablo to get them to | tho clergyman to bo agsisted in reading the lessons
of a country gentleman, or of n higher rank than 'express what are thewr wants and their trinls and | in church either by tho schov'-muster or somo
that, cuters into holy orders, ho covnot with con- ' temptations; and to bring them by these means, ., person of that class, and thereforo tint of itgelf
sistenoy take a leading partin the business of the “1f it may be vo, to the knowledge of the supevicr o furnishes somne presumption that it is not illegal.
country, he cunvot fill somo of the highest offices ' minister under whom theyminister. Then, 8urcly, ;j But further, there is strong grouund to Uelieve
in tho State, ho cannot sit in Parliument, be it conld not be objected that they should hold yj that the rubric with respeet to the reading of tlie
caonot bo sheriff of his county. Things of that 'some ceatain service in somo place apart from tho ; Lessons was altered ot the last review for tho
sort would bo a hindrance to his taking this office :chureb, out of the ordinary time of divine worship. i express purposo of enabling laymen s0 to read,
Thero are fow men, therefore, who could e Thatis what we sce omselvesuow inall directions. ,and that is a point which it scems to mo is well
oxpected to undertuke that oflice, howover much  We hold our cottagoe lectures, we liold our meetings j, worthy of consideration. In The Laws and Usages
they might desire it, and however gladly they ' in our school-rooms, and, further, all tho nisston- |, of the Chureh and the Clergy, by the Rev. W. H.
might underinko the inferior ministry which *aries, and almost all our missionary bishops, adopt ; Linnock, I find this pnssage:—¢Tho formor rubrie
would not tako them out of tho order of Iay-'that very system to the utmost possible extent. [, was, ‘Tho minister that readeth tbe Lesson stand-
men. I know, indecd, that there nro some |If wo read the reports of our missionary societies |:ing and turning him 80 as ho may best bo heard
instances, und ono of those iustances I mention ¥ wo find mention made of services in all directions, {jof all such as be presont. Avd beforo cach
with gratitude—1 do not feel entitled to mention 'from which it appears that the missionary himself ; Lesson the minister shall say thus:—Tho first,
hisnameo, but 1 know of one gentleman of fortune - is an agent nround whom sub-agents exist in the |, second, &c.’” That was the old rubric as it
in tho north of England who, having on his estate 'whole of his district.  Ile lns his catechists, and J; oxisted in tho Prayer-book of 15649, 1652, 1559,
large collicries, and being grieved at heart to seo: that might be another name which the bishops ;;and 1504.  The rubric, therefore, up to that time
tho spiritual destitution nmong his workmen, bad 'migut give them »f they so pleased. In each ,required that tho minister should himsolf read
disregarded all those objections, had sought from ' village the missionary hag lus catechist who holds |, tue Lessons. We find the samo thing in Keeling's
the Bishop ordination to the order of the ministry, ** meetings and reads prayers to the converts twico |, Liturgica Britannica. Inthe Prayer-book of 1549,
and without any endowment whatever, and with {aday, the missionary nud the bishops visiting them ' 16562, and 1559 the words are, **Then shall bo
no other object than the souls of his dependents, +from time totime  Surely that which the necessity ( read tho Lessons, &¢, tho minis’er that readoth
is now working nmong them as their clergyman * of the case has imposcd upon them, that which, standing and turnirg himself, &c, and before
I bave no doubt that such asnan will meot the ‘the bishops in the colomes bave agnin and again |, every Lesson tbe minister shall sny.” In the
fruits of his great self-sacrifice in God’s blessing !'sanctioned in such cases, nced not bo forbidden . Prayer-bouk of 1604 the words are, «Then shall
upon him, aad, indeed, I havo reason to know ho' by ourselves.  Is the neeessity less here at home, |, be read two Lessoons, the minister that readeth
ulveady” reaps the fruits of his scif-denial, in the *with the enormous poputation that we now have? | standing and turning himself, &c.” That was
abundant love and gratitude of those for whose ' Many of our population have forgotten their ), the form until tho last review, but ai tho last
sakes ho has undertaken tho office We cannot “baptism: many, too many, are not even baptised. | reviow it was altered to the form in which it now
expect many instances of that kind, but there arc ' Are the wants at homo less than thoso of the , stands—¢ He who readeth, so standing and tura-
other cases of men of tho highest clas« wlio would * heathen?  But thatis not all. Not only do the ing himself towards-the” &e. Pionock exprosscs
bo only too happy to he allowed in somc officinl missionary bishops saaction the employment of, the optuton that it must Lave been employed for
woy to uudertake such oflices as those we might ~these catechists, but there are svme missionary, the purpose of allowing the lay reader to read
commnittuthem. I willtrouble you withone more - bishops who have established already in a definite |, tho lessons.  As I have said, the practice has
quotation a8 to the canons of the Council of form this order of readers for which I now/| continued to the presont day of allowing lnymen
Curtbage, which gives dircotions as to the mode - venture to plead. [ have not with wme, I regrot | to read the Bible in churches, and moreover tho
of appo.niting a person to an cffice of this kind 'to say, the rules of tic Bisbop of Newfoundland , practice has continued to tho present day in our
Tho canon divects that thoe Bishop— "for the appointment of s readers; vut Iam, cathedrals in respect to thoe earlier part of tho
** Spectante plebe, tradat ci codicemn de quo‘table to mention, on the authority of one who,, litany. And why should woe suppose that one
leoturus est, dicens  Accipe et esto Lector verbi “though ho be 8 bichop, I have the honour and the ; sheuld bo allowed and vot avother? Iam well
Dei, Labens, «i fideliter et utiliter imploveris privilege to eall my friexd, that behas ostnblishcd‘;a\vare that I have agaiost mo the authority of
ofliciuw, partem cum cis qui verbnm Dei winis- a definite form fur the appointment of persons, Wheatley, und:that he complains of these things
tiaverunt.” " of this cluss to the office of readers, that he gives, being dove.  Nevertheless [ must say, for wy
That seems tu me ta ho precisely the mode’ them a nomination-to that office during his gaod, own purt; that whenever I have to attend divino
accunling to which we should desire that sueh an " pleasure, aud he appointe them' to fulfil the very . serviceinthe cathedral to which I bolong, I rejoico
office should bo conmwitted to such persons by our "*oflice which [ have imperfectly endeavouredito, that the practice bas continuell there, because 1
own bishops in the present lay—to put the Bible 'sketch, subjeot to the clergyman under whom they |, believe it is the continuanco of a right anda
into their hands, and 1o give them by word of 'minister  Agnin, one whom wo can hardiy say . privilege which belongs to the Inity, thouph 1
mouth of the bishop without imposition of hauds ' that we bave lost from amonyg ourselves, for ho 4 quite admit that it hay been _continued from the
the autliority required.  That would seem, *has gone to o sphere where his energies and his, time when those lay vicars. ield, in fact, soio
according to the canon of the Council of Carthage, " virtues will bo conspicuous and are counspicuous, sutordioate ministry in tho church: But asto
to be the primitive practico—to put tho Bible "in the cause of the Church of God—I mean tho. the legality of it, you will observo that the rubric
into their hands, with tho blessed promise that if© Bishop of: British Columbin—in. his statoment of, says at the beginning of the litany, **Thed shall
thoy fulfil the oflico well they sball have's place ' the resources-by which be contemplates bringing, be said or sung the litany,” and- precisely in
with the fuithful ministors of the Word of Gad: " the influence of the church to-bear upon the vust, accordance with the:practice. wo at*Lincola allow
Perbaps ono word might bo said concerning the 'and growing'population of his diocese, proposes,, tho lay vicars to sing the litany in. the centre of
pame.  Iu favour of tho nomo of Reader therd is ‘the establishment of this order of readors. I, the choir as far as tho: place where the rabric
thoe authority of our own Reformers—of: our ' believe alto that there aro other Colonial Bishops, says, « Then the pfiest shall say:” There the
reformiog bishops.at tho hoginning of tho reign * who have'dono thesnme.  Butean we doany thieg , priest takes up the -prayers znd proceeds with
of Quoon Elizabeth —Archbishop Parker nud:his " further 7-—can suoh:a class of men, besides looking |, them to-the end. I dontend; therofore, that tho
tagsociates  That T thiuk isa very strong " for and finding-out-and’ reading to the sick, the , p-ctice has not been’ cuhtinued*for no-purpose—
ground; andithea:wo have the satuo namerin-the || ignorani,.and the infirm, besides holding cottage ! ahat 1t is a legal practice, and wasknown to be o
primitive church, in tho: insthnees which I liave ] lecturcs, or rending prayers inischdol-rvoms-and ‘liegal’ préoticofrom the’ first;, and I need Lardly
giten. But il auy prefer another name, if the i other places of that kind—ean they be ndmmedl)- remind the house that the cathedrals were tho




