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xvi. 19; 2 Tlîess. iii. 6e 14; 2 Tii, Titus,
&Lc. &c'.)

,Mr. Seccor.-I understand your diffîculty por-
fcetly; iL is one wvhic1x long paninftilly affected
nîy own, mid ; but rely uponl iL, M~r. Brown, iL
arises frein a dzstortion. of facts, and a misap-
prc'7insion of dut!,. Yeno know nothitig is
casier tliiin te brin- siauderous charges against
oither individuals or couiratinities, whichi, thougli
thoey ho entirely flîlse, it muay yet require long
and paitifful efforts te disprove. ''us, if I were
te hegin te iinsimuate ia public that you were net
thorough ly uprighit in yen r commercial transac-
tions, or not a ttrictly sober manî, falso as hoth
co and tho other %woul be, iL rniglit yet cost
v'ou considerahie trouble before yen could on-
tirely disabuse thîe public of the suspicion tli-.L
thora wvas soine grennd for the, slande-. Se iL
has beexi witli the Churcli; the Disseaters have
stndiously represented iL as being devoid of al
spiritual religion, a lit'eless image, cold and dead,
-a cougregatien of moere fortmnalsts, wlho neithier
soulght Christ nor dosired tho influences of bis
Holy Spirit; %vbile, on the contrary, tlîoir own
ceinimnuities are representcd as the sanctuaries cf
primitive purity and sirnphcity, ia which, aloe
the truly picius can find either Christian coinran-
nion or spiritual profit. \Vithi regard te, these
latter assertions 1 shall say little,-I do net wish
te become tue accuser of the private characters
even cf thiose wvho, net content wvith the errer cf
having forsakien our Rcfornied Catholic Churchi,
do yet add the sins of unlioly bata Pand rlauder-

eus~~ ~~ spaig oc rg ber; this only will I
Say, that thicse Who, amlongst the Methiodists and
ether Dissenters, are tho rnest distinguisbed fer
their well-inforined piety, are the individuals
who have the least te, say respecting the piety
cf Dissent as contrnsted withi that of thie Cliircb.
W'ýitlî respect te the Chirli itsehf, while I kalow
bow far short toc xnany cf i ts mieuxhers cerne cf
tbat spiritual devotion, and of that hnngeriag

and hirsingafter rightcousîîess Nhieh should
distingnishi every bohiever ia Christ Jesns, still I
trust that thiat Ilpure and undcflled i'elicion,"
wvbichi olvy springs freuxl a tine faiLl 11IIin
and Which St. Jamùes <eclares te bo this, "Let
keep curselves unspotted freux the world, and te
visit the fatherless and the widow in their afflic-
tion," is te be feuuid la oui' Cburchi in greater
abundanco thia elsewhiere. It is charitable te
hope that the Dissouiters have commîulyjudged
otherwise, net altegether froax their unholy jea-

- Iousy' cf the Cliureh, net te use harsher terms,
but frein thîcir sti-ainie ignoranec. 'a on

-poses the v'isible Chtrcb» of Christ.
The hioly sacrament of baptisrn was adopted

by Christ iransoîf as the rite whiereby aIl, wvlie-
ther Jewish and Pagan adults or tho infants cf
Chrizktiais, wore te, ho adinitted inte lus Churcb;
and m.ark, ily dear sir, that as iL is tbo enlly
rite saî'tctienied by divine authxority for this pur-
pose; t½oreforo, ah! wbo aie duly haptized are

thlonceforwvard( positive inembers of the Chnrch,
and continue te be so, uniles8,.by competent au-
thority, they are, openily excommunicated, and
theraby cast Ont of the pille of the Churcb,-a
measure %wbich the Bible only permits iii ex-
treme cases. It is ovident, therefore, as the
Jîeart of 111an is naturally proue te sin, that in
the Christian as it was iu thîe Jowish Church,
very lnany of its mieinhers wviIl be uwerthy.
'Plia Metîjodists and oCher sectarians, on the con-
trarv, have, I 1bar iiiost unwarrantably, made
new and unscrîptural conditions of entrance inito,
Wbat they caîl, tlieir varions chur-ches; hence
thougli they profess to baptize the ebjîdren of
thieir people, and thereby te uni te thera te Christ,
thoy do iiiost inconsistently refuse te regard
thora as tîtie inembers of their religions body;
their condition otf rnenîbershlp being net that
which Christ instittuted, but a test of their own!
This, I ny just remark, wvas notL original!y the
case vith 1Mcthodism ; Mr. Wecsley always
strong'y in-sisted iîpon it thiat Lis people were
net a Uhitrck, but simply societies wvithin the
Churc& of England; therefore, however ummd-
vised this stop miglit be, stili hie did net usurp
tho autliority of Christ, by making nov condi-
tions of admission iinto bis Church. Nay, sncb
an ulsurpation as this the Romish Churcli itseif,
either by Pope or Council, noyer vontured upon;
this n'as left for tue boasted ' private judgm -ent'
of Dissent te do; and now alas! Methodisrn bas
fully fallen inte this smare aise. I bave made
this statemetit for the purpose of showing you
biow it is,' that, by superficial observers, the
Clînrel should ho thought. te be Iess boly.iu its
inembers than Dissent; namely, that as the sec-
tarians ack-nowledgre noune as uxoînhers et' their
so-called churches, cxcept persons chosen from
amnongst adults mvIîo bave already exlhibited
some degree of seriousness; iL may wcll ho sup-
posed tha-.t, in proportion te their numbers, they
xvili have an appearance of greater purity than
our Apostelie Church, wbich deoes net deny the
riglits of inembership te any of those Who, ne-
cording te Cbrist's inistitution, have, by haptism,
beeii once received therein, even thiougli the lives
of mlany of theni shonld bo far frein sncb as ho-
cometb those w~ho have the vows of the Lord
upon thora. Thus, Mr. B3rown, I thiuk persons
are inistaken. as te tho niatter of falet lii the
grounds iipon wvhiclî they suppose Dissent te ho
more boly than the Churcli; for yen see that
te nmalze tho comparison fiir, it is the serions and
dovout communicants of the Cbur-cl, those Who
are attentive uipon bier varions ordinances, W'he
mnust be compared wvith thoe inembers of dissent-
ing donominations, and then in practirdi godii-
ness I de net Suppose that yenl yourself thinkl
that the Churceh Nvill snffer by the comparisen.

Mr. Brown-No indced; for thougli Il bave
ne deubt as te the true piety ef very many of
the Methodists, stili 1 ara quite of the opinion ef
yeur candid friend the IRev. Mr. -, that
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