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dom. Two of his servants, however, were torwred, till one of them
tevealed the place of Ins concealiment  Mis cnemies, fully armed, reached
the place of his retreat towards esening, and finding that hie coald not
escape without compronusing his teligion, he eaid, * The will of the
Liord be done.”” After he was arrested, he requested vne hour for prayer,
nad when 1t was granted, he prayed standing in the presence of s enee
ies, says the account of his martyrdem,—* so full waa he of the grace
of God, that he could not cease speaking for tw) hours, during which
ume lie made earnest supplication for all he had ever hnowa,”  He was
thea conveyed into Rume vn an aw.  He was overtaken by Herod the
Tetrgrch, and his father Nicetas, in a charior; and they, compasaoaating
his extreme old nge, touk lim up into the chariot, and asked hine, * What
evil 1t was to sy, * Lotd Cwzar,'—to sacnfice and not tobe sale 7 Ie at
first sefused to answer, but being preased, sumply seplied, * 1 will aot do
what you advise me Upon this they spoke to himn sharply, and rudely
theust him out of the chariot, in consequence of which ie spramed bus
ancle, When he cauie iato the amphiheatre he heard a voice from
heaven, the age of turacles not havinyg yet clused, saying, * Polycarp, be
wtrong, and act manfully.” 1pon being brought belbre the tnbunal, the
pro-consul waid, * Have respect for thy age ; sweur by the fortune of
Casar; cry, take away the hnpious.==an nllusion to the fact, that the
heathen then called the Christiansatheists.  Polycarp looked roand on the
heathen and said, ** Take away the nupious.” The pro-consul then saxd,
« Swear, nnd [ will relcase thee—=blaspheme Christ.” * Eighty and six
years,” said the venerable sat, *have [ served, and he hath injured ne
i nothing ; and how can [ blaspheme my King who hiath saved nte 27
Aftez much peravasion, the p 1 th ing hiny #aid, * [ have
wild beasta; I will throw thee 10 theit except thou repent.”  Pelycarp
boldly replied, ** Bring them, for we cannot change from a better 10 2
worse; but it is geod for e to pres from the eval to the just.”  Again
the pro-consul said, * Since thou despisest the wild Ueasts I wiil cast thee
into the fire, except thou repent”  Polycarp replied, ¢ ‘Thou threatenest
fire that buens fur an lour, and is afteswards extinguished ; for thow art
ignorant of that fire of future judgment and eternal pumstuncat, reserved
for the wicked. But why do you delay I do whaterer you wish.”  The
pro-consul finding that all his efforts were unavailing, sent the herald 1o
proclaim, ** Polycarp hath confessed lumecif to be 2 Cheisuan” At that
hated name, the multitude, both of Jews and Genules, unammously
thouted that he should be burned alive. * “I'he buanese,” continues the
nareator, ** was executed with all possible epeed ; for the people imme-
dintely gathered fucl from the workshops and baths, in which employment
the Jews dutingaished themselves with thesr usual malice. Assoon as
the fire was prepared, Polycarp siipped off lus clothes, and unloozed lus
girdle ; but when they were ahout to fasten him to the stake, he sad,
“ Let me remain as ['am, for he who giveth e strengih to sustan the
fire, will enable tne also, without your secunng me with nails, to remun
unuaved in the fire ;” upon which they bound ki, withiout aaihing tom ;
and he, putting lus hands belnad him, and being bound as a destinguished
ram selected from the great flock, a burnt-offering accepiable to God
Almighty, #aid, * O Father of thy beloved and blessed Son, Jesns Chnst,
through whom we have aobtawed the knowlcdﬁc of thyself,—0 God of
angls, principalities, and of all creatures, and of all the just who live 1n
thy sight, I bleas thee that thou hast counted me worthy of this day, and
of this hour, to receive my portion in the number of mastyrs, in the cup
of Christ, for the resucrection of eternal hfe, both of body and soul;
among whum may I be preseated before thee, as g sacnfice well-savoured
and acceptable, which thoy, the fasthtul and true God, hast prepared, pro-
mised, and fulfilled accordngly. Wherefore, I praise thee for all these
things: I bless thee, I glorify thee, by the eternal high priest, Jesus
Christ, thy well-beloved San, through whom, to thee, and the Holy Spirit,
be glory, both now and for ever, amen* Some delayhaving taken place,
and the flames not readily consuming his body, an executioner pierced 1t
through with a sword, and put an_end to the martyr's suffesings, The
pro-consul allowed the bones of Polycarp to be carried away hy his
friends ; though the Jews mali ly said, that the Cl might give
up Christ and worship Polycarp. The writers of the letter add, that this
was impossible ; for Jesus, and Jesus only couid be the object of their
worship 3 to him as the Son of God they offered adoration ; but the mar-
tyrs, a3 disciples and imitators of the Lord, were merely objects of geati-
tude and fove.

The circular letter of the church of Smyma thus concludes —* Ife,
Polycarp, was apprehended by Herod, the Ttalian Pontifex, Statius In-
adratus being pro-consul ; but Jesus Christ reigning for ever, to whom be
glory, honor, majesty—an eternal throne from age to age” Iow stuk-
ing an allusion to those very attnbutes of our Lord, which he once
revealed o this very church!—~* the first and the {ast, who was dead and
i3 alive for evermore.” When we consider that this water of the account
of Polpcarp’s martyrdom had beea deprived of ins best earthly counsellnr,
teacher, and {riead, how natural was the reference which his mind thus
made, from things tensporal to things etesnal—{rom the beings of a day
to him that inhabiteth ctemity. He had scen Polycarp, the great and the
good, expire in ngony at the command of s persecutors.  Herod was
his enemy—Phihp was his enemy—the Pro-consul was Ins enemy ; but
they were all changing, transitory beings hie himsell: a few short years,
and their lntle brief authority would have gone down with him to the
grave,—a few short years and the throne of the pro-consul would be
crumbted into dust. 'What a relief must it have been to this believer t0
turn from s enemaes to lns fnend ; from Statius Inadratus, the ruler of
a day, to Jesus Christ, reigaing for ever, on an etemal throne from age

 toage.

Polyearp wrote n short epistle 10 the Philippisne, which semains 1o our
day, though only partiatly in the onginal Greek, in which he chielly
exhorts i converta to avond heresy and avance, and to dischatge wnh
prepricty all the gelative dunea of hfe, [t is wonhy of nntice, that while
he claima wspiration for Panl, he disclums it for himeelf; for he svye,
« Neather 1, noe aoy bike me, cau attaia the wiedom of the blessed Paul,
who, when he was amwong you, perfectly and firmly taught the word of
truih an the presence of men then hvaing, wha also, absent, wrote to you
au epistle, into which if ye look, ye shall be buile up in faith which fe
@yen unto you.  He also wyles Paul's wetings ** the macred letten ;™
“for [ trust.” says fie, ** you are well esercised 1n the satced lettere,m—as
113 rand an these watings, * Be anzry and sin not,! nad * Let not the sun
2o down upon your wiath’" ‘Fhuse, 1t s evident that while Polyearpy
never claimed inspirition, either for hia own wanaga or for those of any
individunt who liad beea a companion of the aposles, be ailitms that our
New ‘l'eatament 18 dwinely waepired, and that it consequently demanda
our awd prayerful ! When we tead the writings of
the apostolic fatticrs, and compare thein with the episles of Paal and
John, theee is nat a geadual and alutost impesceptible transition between
the one and the ather; but a sudden reteagresion, as of we had instaatly
passed from an age of gold to one baser than sron.  Though in point of
tme they lived close upon the apostolic age, yet their wiitings partake of
all the weakness and imperfection of mere hunan compostions § shawing,
that the unaided powers of the human annd required centunes'for their
development.  We never find Paul confounding facts with fictions, as
when Clement arges the resurrection of the bady from the Phoaix, a
bird which never exisied ; anld instead of unjusity exnlting bis own vffice,
as Jud Ignatius, he uniformly places the Saviout in the foreground of the
picture, and setires imself into the shade ; only claiming 1o be a stewaed
of the manifold wisdom of God—a herald of the unsearchable riches of
Chlrist,

The only other petson who can claim to be an Apostolic father, is an
unknowa individual who wrote an epistle to Diognetus—an equally un.
known peeson, It was long auributed to Justin Martyr; but the clear,
lugical, condensed style, proves that it is the praduction of o nuch eatlier
wniter, Theie are also impostant doctnnal differences between that epis-
tle and the acknowledged watings of Juatm Martyr, ‘The former speaks
of ihe heathien Gods, as idols ¢f wood and stone , the latter describes
thein as demons, dwelling in statues and images, that they tight receive
the fices of theie hipers.  The vne rep the heathen before
the conung of Christ, as hving in a state of profuund darkness ; the other
views the seeds of divine life diffused by Clinst, as the Word of God, so
as to produce an cataest bongrog for redemption ; and that the Evsngel-
ist Johu speaks of Chnst, as ealightening every one that cometh into the
world.  Tne object of thiy epstie I3 to give Diognetus an account of the
Canistian worship. It cansnisis of twelve chapters, though the last ate
evidently 1t gepuine, a3 they suatain ductrines quite opposed to the pre-
ceding part of the epistfe  As a specimen, we ahall exteact the passage
10 which the 8oul tn the body 1s viewed a8 an emblem of the Christian in
the woild, * What the =oul is 10 the body that are Chrisuans to the
world. ‘The soul 18 dispersed through all the membe:s of the body, and
Christians are dispersed through all the states of the warld, ‘The sou}
indeed dwells in the body, but it is not of the body ; o alsa Christians
dwell 1 the world, but they are not of the world.” The wisible sou] $a
preserved in a vinble body ; so olso are Chrisiians seen liviag in the
world, but theie picty is visible. The flesh hates and fights against the
soul, because it hinders its pleasures, tl..ugh the eoul injures it i nothing,
The soul loves the flesh which hatesit, and Chnistians love those that
hate them. The soul 1s indeed shut up in the body, but it prexerves the
body ; and Christians are indeed kept in the world as a prison, but they
preserve the world. The immorial soul dwells in o mortal tabernacle’;
and Christians, as strangers, dwelt with corruptible things, waiting for a
heavenly incozruption. The soul, when budly supplied witl weed and
water, becomes better ; and Christiane, though famished, daily increase *

In reading the works of the Apostolic fathers, we are forcibly strack
with the superonty of thear writings, not only to those of 1oeplred men,
but also to those of the very wiscat age. 'We have thus evidently a proof
for verbal inspiration in_harmony with the mental constitution of the sas
cred writers ; for, had the doctrine only been wealed by the Holy Ghost
and the views illustrated a3 suggested to their inds, the writings would
have been powerless and sometimes 1rifling  But, not only is the doctrine
of the New Testament divine, but the argument is invariably sound and
well sustained ; the language 1s select and appropriate. The truth is,
that the human mind required tme for 313 development ; and, therefore,
our present condition is just the result of the combined infloences of the
past and present. It is not, therefore, necessary that, in matters of faith,
we should follow the opinions of antiquity, since the fathers had to con-
tend with many prejudices from which we are emancipated ; and. they
cnjoyed comparatively few opportunities of mental culture ‘Thus, Lord
Bacon well remarks, ** We are the true ancients,” evidently meaning that
we not only hve later in the world’s Instory, but that we enjoy the com-
bined expenience of many past gencrations. The appeal, therefore, in
matters of faith and practice, ought to be, but, what saith the fathers of
the Church 1 but, what saith the Scriptures 1 10 1he law and to the testi-
v;mny, it they speak not according to this word they have no light in
them.

Ernaten —In January No., page 108, lines 4 and 5, for ** Thomas,”
read “ Hermas,” ’



