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It descended—the whole canopy, with the
fringe round ity camo down—down—cloze
down § o cloee that there wasnot room now
» squeezo my finger between the bed-top and
tho bedd, 1 felt at tho sidea, and discovered
that what had appeared to me, feomn beneath,
to Lo the uedinaty light eanopy of a four-post
tod was in reality & thick, broad matteess, the
substance of winel was coneealad by the valanee
and its foinge 1 lookat up and saw the four
lrmv nang ndeously bare,  In the intildle of the
hal-top was a huge wonden screw that had evie
denly work.sd st wown shrough a lole inthie il
1ng, Just as onlinary presses are workeld duwn on
the substance eclected for compression,  The
frightful apparatis moved without making the
fatutest voise. ‘I'her had been no creaking as It
came down ; there was now not the fainteet sound
from the room above, Amid a dead and awful
silence 1 beheld befure ine—in the nineteenth cen-
wury, and in the civilised capital of France-such
a machine for accret murder by suffocation, as
might have exic{ad fn the worst days of the (nqai.
sition, in the lonely Inas among the Hartz Moun-
tains, in the mysterione tribunals of Westphalia®
Sitll, as 1 lovkal oa it, § could not move, 1 cenld
harlly breathe; but 1 began to recover the power
of thinking , and, In a _mom=nt 1 discoverad the
munderous conspiracy framad against me, in all
its horror,

My cup of coflee had been drngyed, and deug-
ged too slron;:lf'. I had been saved fiom being
smotherald, by having taken gan ovenlose of some
narcotie,  How 1 hat chafed and freited at the
fever fit which had preserved m[v life by ke:ping
ine awake!  How recklessdy 1 hald confided my-
2011 10 the two wretches who had led me $nto thiy
room, deteriained, for the sake of my winnings, to
kill me in 1y sleep, by the surest and most horri-
ble contrivances for secretly accomplishing my
destruction? How many wmen, winners like me,
had slept, ae 1 had proposed to sleep, In that bed;
and never been scen or heard of more! 1 shud.
dered as [ thought of i,

But, cre tony, 1l thovght wasnxain susprnded
by the sight of the mucrdcrou canopy moving
ancymore,  After it had remnai.cd on the hed—as
nearly as § could gucss—about ten minutes it be-

an to move upagain, The villains, who worked
t from above, evidently believed that their pur-
110s¢ was now accomr ishal, Slowlyand silantly
as it had descended, that horrible bedstop rose to-
wanls is former place.  When it reached then
per cxtreinities af the four posts; it reached J:;
ceiling too,  Neither hole nor screw could bescen
—the bad becams, in apprarance, an ondinary
bad again, the canopy, an ordinary canopy, even
to the most suspicious cyes,

Now, for the first tim+, | was able to move, to
rise from my chair, to consider of how I should es-
capx 101 betraywd, by the smallest noise, that
the attempt to sutlvcate me had failed, I was cer-

tain (o be munlered,  Had 1 made any noise al-{ 11

reauly 3 1 listened intently, looking fowarls the
door. Noj no foolsteps in the passage outside,
no sound of a tread, light or heavy, in the room
aboye—ahsolnte siience cverywhere.  Besides
locking and bolting m{ door, 1 'had moved an old
woaden chest against it, which 1 had found under
the bod.  To retnove this chest (ny blood ran
cold, as I thought what its contents ‘might bet)
without making some disturbance, was jinpossi-
ble; and mourcover, to think of cxcaping through
the hatise, now barred-up for the nizht, was sheer
fnsanity, Only onc echance was left me—the
window. 1 stole to it on tiptoe,

My bedroom was on the first floor, above an
extresol, and laoked fnto the back street, which
{on have sketched in your view, 1 raised my

and to open the window, knowing that on that
action hung, by the wcrest. hair's-breadth, my
chance ofsatety, ‘They keep vigilant watch in
a Housc of Murder—jf any” part of the framec
cracked, if the hinge creaked, [ was porhaps, a
Jost mant tmust have occupicd me at least five
minutes, reckoning by time—five Awrs, reckon.
ing by suspense—to open that window., [ suc
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cecded In doing 1t silently, in doing it with all thé
drxterity of a housc-breaker; and then looked
down into the street.  To teap the distance be-
neath e, world be ainost certain destruction !
Next, 1 lookind round at the sides of the houee
Down the Jeft side, ran the thick wnlrhpilm
which you have drawn—it passad close to the
onter edze of the window, The oment 1 saw
the pipe, Tkaew I was_caved- mxv breath came
and wenl freely for the first time alnee 1 had seen
the canopy of the bed moving down upon met

To some men, the means of escape which 1
had diccovered might have scemad difficult and
dangerous chough—to me the prospect of slipping
down the pipe into the strect dul not suggest cven
a thuught of peril. 1 had always been accisiom-
al, by the practice of gymnastics, to keep up my
schoolboy powegs as & daring andexpert climber;
and I knew that sy head, hands, and feet woul
serve e faithfully'in any hazanls of aecent or
descent, 1 had already got one leg over the win.
dow-sill, when T semembered the handkerchicf,
filled with moncy, under iy pillow, 1 could well
have attonded to Jeave it behind me; but [ was
revengefully determined that the miscreants of the
gambling.liouse should miss their plunder as well
a« their vietim,  So 1 went back to the bed, and
tied the heavy handkerchief at my back hy m¥
ceaval, Just as Uhad made it mi t, and fixed it
in a comfortable place, I thought U heanl & sound
of breathing ontside the door.” The chill feclin,
of horror ran through ne again as 1 listened.
No1 dead silcace still in the passage—I had only
heand the night air blowing soflly into the rvom.
‘The next moment, I was on the window-sill—and
the next T hada firm grip on the water-pipe with
iny hands and knees.

1 slid down into the strect casily and quictly,
as [ thought I should, amd immulf'atcl act ofl; at
the top of my spewd, to & branch ¢ Prefecture”
of Police, which 1 knew was situated in the im-
mediate ncighbonrhood. A ¢ Sub-Prefect” and
several picked men among his subordinates, hap-
pened to be up, maturing, I belicve, somescheme
li)rdlzcoyc{in e p‘:'[pn!ralnr nf m mysterione
munler, which all Paris was talking ofﬁxsl then,
When 1 began my story, in a breathless hurry
and in very bad French. I could ace that theSub-
Prefect suspected me of being a drunken English.
man, who had robbed somebody, but he soon al.
tered his opinton, as [ went on; and before 1 had
anything like concluded, he shoved all the papers
before him into a drawer, put on his hat, sml;ial
me with another (for I was bare-hcaded), ondered
a file of soldiers, desired his expert followers to get
ready all sorts of tools for breaking open doors and
ripping-up brick ﬂoorinf. and took my arm, in the
most fricndly and familiar manner l;)ouible, to
lead me with him out of the house, I will ven.
tre to aay, that when the Sub-Prefect was a'tittle
boy, and was taken for the first time to the Play,
he was not hall as much ple: as he was now
at the job in prospect for himn at the “ Gambliog

ouse,”

Away we went through the strects, the Sub-
Prefect cross-examining and congratulaling me
in the samne breath, as wé marched at the head
of our tormidable possc comilatys, Secntinels
were placed at the back and front of the gamb-
ling-honee the moment we got to it; atremen-
dious battery of knocks, was directed againstthe
door; & light appeared at a . window ; 1 waited to
conceal myself behind the police—then come
more knocks, and a cry of “Open in the name
of the law]” At that terrible summons, bolts
and Jocks gave wsy before an fnvisible hand,
and the moiment afier, the Sub-Prefect was in
the paseage, confronling a waiter, half-dressed
and ghastly pale. This-was the short dialogue
which immediately took place.

“We want to see the Englishman who is
slecping in this house 7"

“ [le went away kours ago.”

. YHedid no such thing, ‘His friend went
away; he remained, Show .us to his bed-
rom !’ , L

Iswear to you; Morsieur le Sous-Prefet’ he is

not heré! he—v—n' o o
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# 1 awear to you, Monsleur Je Garcon, he s,
e slept here—he didn’t find your_bad comforta.
tle—hecame to us 10 complain of ft—here he s
among my mea=—and here atn {, rc.'ul{ tolook for
a fica or two in his badstead.  Picanil (callingto
one of his subondinates, and poinling to the wai.
ter) collar that man, and tic his hars*s >chind him
Now, then, genticmen, let us watk »7 stairs {7

Every man and woman in the aousc was gc.
cured—the #Oll Soldicr,”” the first, Then 1
tdentificd the bed in which T had elent; and then
we went into the rootn abuve. No uijgect that
was at all extraonlinary appeatad in any part of
it. ‘The 8)U-Prefect tooked round the ‘placc,
commanded everybody to be silent, stampadiwice
on the floor, called for a candlle, looked attentively
at tte epot bz had stampad on, and onléred the
flooring there to be carctully takenup,  ‘This was
done in no time. Lights were produced, and we
saw a decp rafiercd cavity between the floor of
this room and the ceiling of the room bencath,
Through this cavity there ran perpendicularly a
sot of casc of irom, thickly ; and inside
the case appeared the screw, which commvhnicated
with the bc«l-tor below. Extra lengths of screw,
freshly oiled—levers covered with felt—all the
complete upper works of a hcavy prese, consiruct.
ol with internal ingenuity so as to join the fix.
turcs below—and, when taken to pieces again, to

into the smallest |po.~slble compass, were next
jscoverad, and pulied out on the floor, After
some little difficulty, the Sub-Prefect succecded in
putting the machinery together, and lcaving his
men 10 work it, descended with me to the bed.
room, The smmheringcano}fy was then jowered;
but not 3o noisclcesly as 1 had secn_it lowered,
When T mentioned this to the Sub-Prefect, his
answer, simplc as it was had a terrible sigm.
cance. ‘' My sucn,” said he, * are workisgdown
the bed-top for the first time—the men whoee
money you won, were in better practice.”

We left the house in the sole jon of two
policc agents—every onc of the inmates being re-
mored to prisoa oa the apot. The Sub-Prefect,

i i verdal” in his of-
A O T oy AG 1o sy pba:

. “Do you think,” I asked, as Igave it to
l:(i)m, tthat any men have rcally been smothered
in that bed, as they tried to smother me 1”

have secn dusens of dro men lald out at
the Morgue, answerend the Sub-Prefect, “in
whose et books were found lctiers, stating
that they had coinmitted suicide in the Seine, be-
cause they had lost everything at the gaming-ta-
ble. Dol know how many of those men entered
the same gambling-house that yex entered 1 won
as you won 1 took that bed as you 100k §t Talept in it,
were smothered in §t7 and were privately thrown
Intotheriver, with a Ietter of explanation written by
the murderers and placed in their pocket-books?
No man can say how many, or how few, have
suffered the fate from which you have escaped.
The people of the gambling-house kept theic bed.
stead machinery a sccret from xs—even from the
police! Thedcad kept the rest of the secret for
them, Good night, oc rather good moming,
Monsicur Faulkner! Be at my office again at
nine g'tlock—-in meaatime, ax revoir ™

The rest of my story fs soon toid. I was ex.
aminel, and re-examifiéd; the gambling-house
was strictly searched all through from top to bot.
tom; the prisoncrs were separately interrogated ;
and two of the less gilmm,u confession. i
discovered that the Old ier was the ‘master of
the gambling-hou ice - -that he
liad been drummed out of the army, as a vags-
bond, some years ago; that he had been guilty cf
all sorts of villanies since; that he was in posses-
sjon of stolen. property, which the owners identi-
fied; and that'he, ‘the crougier, another accom-
plice, and the woman who had made my,cup of
coffee, were all' in the sécret of the gedm stead,
There appeared some reason to doubt whetherthe
inferior persons attached'to the honse knew any-
thing of&ee suffucating machinery ; apd they re-
ceived the benefit of that doubt,. by. being treated
simpg) as thicves and vagabonds. . As. for the
Old Soldier and his, two; head’myrmidons, they
went t0 the galleys; the woman who had drug-



