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CONSIDE1R THE END.

The shape and character wvhich our lives assumne, are so
îiiornily (lie resuit of our actions, that if it were possible ta
foresee the course of conduet which a young mani setting out in
life %vould pursue, there %vould ho no difficulty in lforctelling wvith
great precision, the resuit. So invariably do we shape our own
destities. and so unilbrrnily and universally do causes and eflecis
travel with each other. *Hence the often repeated maximr, ' A
mnan may be whiat lie ivill be.'

It Is the want of due consideration-not the wvart of good
sense-that ruins thousands, the neglect to exorcise the thinking
and reasoningt poiwers ivhich they have, rather than any natu-
rai deficiency of intellect which rnak-es se many shipwrecks aiong
the v6yage of' lie. It ig said ihat men ini multitudes yield te
temnptations and indulgence in habits, and iend themselves te
practices of which they do not iconsider the end.

fHave you reader ;-st setting out in the habit of zgainbling?
If this should m-eet the oye of such an one, let me ask, Have you
Considered the end? 1-Iave you ever run your oye back over the
race of gaiblers that have gene before you, counted how rnany
becarne beggars, how many hopeless drunkards, how ail becaime
kunaves, hoiv'ail lived wvithout character, ail died ivithout hope,
soine convicts, athers maniaes, and many suicides ?

Jlave you considered hiov certainiy these are the ends of the
paths on whichi you are enterincy ? If a ny voice says ilbere is no
karii in il, it is the voice of your evil genins ; consider !he end.

Anothor commi-on vice upen which the young, by thousands
heedlessly enfer, is iNiTE>rpERAýNcE, in some or ail of its varîous
formns. It is a vice which cornes in a thousand shapes; intempe-
rate eatinir, chewingr, smloking, and.snuffing. 1 wili net, 1 cannet
enumnerato theni ail. But in every case the great mistakie is
made in the beginning ; and the îvarning is, by ail the evils
-ivhich every %v'here you wvitness ; springing from these sources
.- by ail the wreicliedrieszs of drunkenness.-by ail the misery of'
disease, and povorty, and muin, do flot enter upen any of these
haebits until yeu well and delibeïateiy consider lice end.

Again in the ordina-ey business of life there are constantiy
presciiticl a thousand tczntptations and opportunities for the prac-
tire of Dishionesty-in other words takin,~ advantage of others.
1 Lave more particular allusion to that #,lass of littie frauds iwhich
flic liw does not reacli, and which in classes of society are not
considered disreputable, pass off rather iwith eclat thiar censure.
This you inay limplic.itly rely upon-that every departure from
flic rt rigid rules of hon-esty in your dealing, wiIl ho sure te,


