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THE CANALIAN LITEKALRY NEWS LETTER.

Phe frequent applications inade o the
Clolonial Trade, respeeimy new works issued
from the press in Gireat Brituin and the
United Stutes, their prices, sizes, &e., aud
which in wany instances they are unable to
answer promptly and satistactonly, have in-
duced (he Publisher to undertuke the pre. at

[

wooksellers’ Advertiser.

A

MonxTREAL, JaNvanry, 1855.

v To Apverrmisers.—The circulution of
ithe News Letter is guaranteed to be 2500,
y and judiciously dis-!
tributed by different Booksellers tlu'oughont;
'the Province amo Literary Tustitutions,
|Clergymen, Liawyef® Physicians, Lugineers,
Merchants, and others likely to be interested
jnsuch a publication.  An excellent oppor-

jand it will be carefull

No. 1.

English author a property in his intellectuad labour
in the Biitish Ewpire; Cape Colony is partof that
Empire ; aud a local Acet eaunot be allowed to in-
vade an Tnpevial right. Butliterature must defed
itsel€ against these troads. Sorey are we to sve
the tirst session of the colouial LegrisTut uredisgraced
by the pussing of such a Bill; the more so as the
colonists must feel that they ave offering un un-
profitable insult to England, for we trust there is
o possibility of a Bill beingaccepted by the Queen,
the bases of which are luid in moral wroug und

gl

tunity is thus afforded to advertisers to make;

monthly Litcrory News Letter. 1 ane of their resnective publicationg known,  Tub-;

the leaduyg dvisions will be presented Lists
of the latest published works in Lurope and
America—the prices quoted will be thuse
surrent at the places of publication, to which,
of course, the Canadian buokseller will have

to add a reasonable advauce to cover differ-

Jishers in the United States may communi-i
jcute with the undersigned direct, and orders!
jleft with Messrs. Trubner & Co., P

H

!Nbostcr Row, London, will be trapsmitted Lo,

ater

 Moulreal.
. Montreal. 1. Ramsay.

in violation of an Tmperial staote.
From the Londen Athenewmn 3t Dee.

“Ia your observativis o list wolk's oA irwase
on the enuctinent ol a law at the Cape of Good
Hope, permitting American reprints to b impurt.
ed into that colony, you properly say—— & dmit
the principle, and all our colonies will adopt the
rule.  What is good in Cupe Colouy will be
thought good in Australin, Cunada, Hindostan,
and the West ludies.”  Now, my belief ix, that a
law of this very kind is already in eperation in
the Briti

ence m cvrreney, freight, insurance, and his' | ritish American coloniex, where, during my

— Jdate visit, T found American reprints of British
~ [T . icopyrights on every bookseller’s counter. [nquir

) H [/ ' & . . . . . . .

CoryriGHT IN 11k CoLoNiLs, amg mto the subject in Nova Scotin, I was icforin-
red that, by a lately enacted colonial law, such
ipitated reprints were admitted on payment of a
lcertain fine or duty, the amount of which was to

own profit.  Aunnther division will contaiu] L
P . PP . . LNGLISH
brief notices or criticisins of the most -
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Frow the London Athenaun { Dec.

. i
portant new books taken from the best]

mformed sources, disceveries or improvesl  Avviers from the Cape of Good Hope bring al

ments in seienze and act, unecdotes of Litep- Pieve of intellizence, weainst whichit isnecessary be

ary men, &e. &e. Iree use will be wade

of all the best Li[cr:n'y Journals, and sueh!able character for the trade in books, to coter;paid over to any Ei

private neeans of iuformation as are acces-
sible respecting new books, authors, &e.
In
greatly indebted to the Vondon Athenzum,
Bent's (Loudon) Literary List, and Nor-
ton’s (N. York) Literary Gazette. ‘The
concluding pages will be devoted to Pub-

the present uwumber, we have been

lishers’ advertiscments ol their books, newly
wsted or about to issue from the press,
The Trade in Britain and the United States
are lvited to avail thewselves of the columns
of the News Letter, for making their publi-
cations known. Terms, 3d. or 5 cents per
line, payable in advance.

Hor all men of letters, for all who respect litera-|
‘[m'u, and Loradl who destre to maiutain unlmuuur-j

finstant protest. This African eolony has just re-|
recived & constitution—and the tirst use to which
it has turned itsinitiative of legislation is to pass
a Bill to rob the nuthors of the parent country.
Ineredible as it may sound, o Bill has nctually
passed both Houses of the Colonial Parlinment,
wuthorizing “the importation iuto the colony of]
the Cape of Good Hope of books, being forcign
veprints of books first compesed or written, or
printed, or published, in the United Kingdom,
and in which there shall be copyright.”—In other
words, the Ameriean pirate svstem is introduced
into the colony ! Sueh & Bill is cqually prepos-|
terous aud wicked.  Aduwit the principle, :mEl all
our colonies will adopt the rule. Tt is cheaper to
appropriate thun to purehase.  What is good in
Cupe Colony will be thought good in Australia,
Cavada, Hindostan and the West ludies. Of
course, we do unt for one moment believe that
this pirate Bill will be sanctioned here, unless
by oversight. The Aet of Parliament gives the

handed over to the proprietors of the copyright
works so imported ; but oo pressing the question,
Iearned that not one farthiug had ever been so
oglish publizher. Wheiher,
however, there is such a sham law or not, the ve-
sult is praciically the sume.  Reprints of books
aud periodicals from New York are admitted in
vast abundance withuat the slightest obstacle into
Canada, aud all the other British Awmerican pos-
sessions ; aud as these countries are becoming
great and populous, und with a prevalent taste
for English literature, the damage done to British
publishers is more than can be justly estimated.
Publishers in this country, as a elass, have surely
been remiss in allowing this gross invasion of thejr
tights to goon so long : and unless they speedily
interpose, theiv exports to the colonies will at no
very distant day cease altogether. The question,
indced, has another bearing. The stoppage of
the trade in pirated editions to the colonies would
be felt as a severe blow by piratical American
houses and help materially to promote the enact-
ment of alaw of international copyright in the
United States.  As a complaint from one party
can be of little avail, I should recommend a meet-



