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The Culture, Harvesting and Manu.
facture of Flax,

49 the Edilor of Tk Caxapa Faruer:

Sm,~In your last issuc I obscrve you notico the
fuvourable progress of the growing crops—wheat,
harley, oats, hay and turaips are favourably spokenof ;
not a word about flax, the crop of all others so neces-
garyto keep under the notice ofour agriculturists,many
of whom bave not given it a trial. [ um happy to
be able to state that the growing crop looks remark-
ably well ; aud, while wheat, barley &c., &c., are
subject to the ravages of the midge, weevil, and
several other drawbacks, flax is exempt from all
thoso damaging influences which, I am sorry to say,
our farmers have suffered from of late years so much.
It is also well known, and admitted by all parties
who have sown flax, that it cowmpletely destroys the
wirc-worm. Now that the season is fast approaching
for harvesting flax, which generally comes in a week
or ten days before most other crops, except hay or
rye, [ would beg leave to remind those who have
sown it this ycar that much will depend on the care
and attention they bestow in caring for the crop
when ready for pulling, and in handling afterwards.
I¢ is much better to pull ou tho green side, and allow
the sced to ripen in the stook, as much of the valua.
ble oily substance is leftin the fibre by this means,
and adds much to its strength and quality. The
quaatity of secC will not be lessened, nor the quality
injured at all for converting into linseed oil and oil
cake, Great care should be taken in pulling or cut-
ting to keep the best cnda quite cven, and the band-
fuls sbould be laid diagonally in the beet, which will
render them much wore easily handlew afterwards, if
vither dew or waler-rotled.

It would be well if farmers who have sown flax
this year would give it that attention it requires, and
s0 well deserves, as it 80 oficn happens, when parties
liave only put in a patch, or oven a few acree, they
are apt to neglect it, while atlending to their other
crops. Itisthe mast of all likely to sustain injury,
and bence a loss is incurred, and it is alleged that
tlax wiil not pay. Therc is no crop from which so
tauch can be gained, by proper attention, as flax.
The quality of the fibre is often increased in value
double Ly proper attention, and a little judgment in
the after treatment, while sfeeping, dew-rolling, or
grassing. A great deal depends on proper care in
this stage of management. A proper time must be
observed for spreading on the grassif dew-rotted,
uud still more care is required to see it is lifted at the
proper time. If left too loug, which is 8o often the
case, the fibre lvoses its strength, and often produces
only tow in place of a fine quuality of fibre. Qu the
otber hand, if taken off the grass too soon, it will
not seuteh clean, nor produce a good quality of fibre.
If watered, the same care is wmost essential, a3 in
Finland, Belgium, and all other countries. Parties
desiring o produce the finer qualitics are known, in
wmany instances, 1o watch the time to a few hours he-
fore taking it outof the water. Full particulars on this
head have already been given insoveral letters which
have appeared in this Journai, and also in a pam-
phlet lately published, and sold at all book stores,
cntitled, ¢ Practical Hints on Flax Culture.”

The manufacture of this valuable fibre, after the
farmer has done his Fart in producing it, ought to
recelve more favourable atteation by our enterpris-
iog business meg, as the cry is often heard, wo wre
depending entirely on agriculturs for our saccess.
There is no good reason why we should not extend
our manufacturing operations, more cspecially in
this direction, since, when it has been proved be-
yond a doubt that the climate and soil of this country
are so admirably adapted to produce suy quaantity of
tho * raw material.”

Our reformatories might be tarned to better ac-
count, snd _thc inmates cmployed in spinning and
weaving. Iand looms could be readily introduced,
aad the ingenuity of m{ of those unfortunate per-
sons mado to ald materially in rendering such.insui-
tasions ‘*f-eusulning. The coarser descriptions of
goods 811 ke produced at prices quite as low as

wo are obliged to pay for imported goods of this
class, when we take into consideration that wo are
the producers of the raw material, and have 60 per
cent. on the sterling in our favour.

By extending the manufacturing interest, more en-
couragement would ho offered to the farmers to
grow; and our eo%le would find employment—a
matter about which there is 80 much said at present,
as affecting the general prosperity of t:e country.
The favourable sppcarsnce of the flax crop th
scason, and the fact that parties of enterprise and
capital are giving this subject more attention, is a
gueranteo that more will bo done in this new sad
valuable branch of Canadian industry.

JOHN A. DONALDSON.

Toronto, June 17, 1865,
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Flax in and abo;t Meadowvale.

T the Editor of TRE Caxapa Fanuen:

Str :~I have thought it might not be amisa to give
you some account of the culturc and prospects of the
fiax plant, in this part of the country. In Norval, a
village situated ou the Credit, about 8 miles to the
West of us, Mr. Mitchell of that place has had a flax
mill in successful oporation for some time, sad has
this year given out seced enough to sow about 500
fcres. I understand that he intends making thread
in connection with his scutching mill.

The firm of Gooderham & Worts, with their usual
enterprise, aro also about engaging in the business,
and will have a flax mill at work this fall in Stecets-
ville. It will cmploy some 20 hands. It is the in-
tention of the firm to engage ere long in the Linen
Manufacture, and so extensively as to require the
produce of many scuiching mills along with their
own. They bave given out at their stores in Mcadow-
vale and Streetsville, cnough seed to zow at least,
700 acres ; and of course there will be a large amount
grawn in addition by farmers who have the seed
witkin themselves. But taking the 1200 acres sown
with seed obtained from the parties wsentioned, at an
average yield of 2§ toas per acre, we here have 5000
tous, and reckoning this again at un average price
of $12 per ton, wo bave tho snug sum of $36,000
brought into the neighbourhood of thiese mills by the
culture of flax. The return per acre would be about
$30, und deduciing $14 for seed, &c., $4 for harvesting
we have a net return of $22 per acre, a very mico
margin of profit over the crops of lat.:, as the farmer
can witness. And this return the fari:er can depend
on more tiau in the case of most other crops, s the
gax is unhurt by frost or rust, or mildew, uatouched
of wire-worms, midge, or weevil, It has its encmies,
of course, like all other crops, and suffers from
drouth, bad farming, and as a resul? of the later ia
puor suil, and Canada thistles. Therc is a tiold not
far fromn here full of wire-worm, ahout 2 acres of
which in the centre of the ficld is sov-a with flax, and
the rest all around it with barley ; while the flax is
unhurt and thrifty, the barley was des.wvoyed by the
worm.

The opinion prevailed among us that flax was a
tender plaat, and not at all suited to ko * rough and
tumble’”” of Canada life, but that notion has gone,
uow that the plaut can show for itself. One of our
best and. most intelligent farmers was remarking to,
mo that he had no idea it was as hardy and thrifty as
it appears to be. The great objection the farmers
bavo to growing it is the pulling of it as labor is
scarce_on moat tarms, and the pulling of itis doubly
a8 tedions as rcaping the wheat with the sickle used
to be. If a machine can be found that will pull or
cut it, doing the work quickly, cheaply, and well, it
would bo s desideratum, and greatly conduce to the
culturo of that crop throughout the Province.
other objection urged is that it is exhaustive to the
soil, always taking, nover giving. The remedy for
this may bo found in the fact that with the $22 per
acrc we can, in comparison with other crops, afford
to purchasoe artificial and other'manares ; and judg-
ing from what I havo seen, sod is the best for flax, so
that you way clover as much as you will (sow it on
your sod and check the wire-worm), and I bave heard
it said, from a person scquainted with its present
culture in Ireland, that there they ‘‘seed down'’
with the crap, and I belisve it answers wall in this
country to do so. And surely, considering whata
blessing the tarnip crop has been to Britaln. and how

much manure it returns in proportion to the acres
sown, the increased growth of that vegetablo would
more than make up on our farms the want created
by the culturo of the flax plant.

1 shall conclude by a description of a ficld of fax
of 32 acres adjoiniug this village, It is the property
of Gooderham & Worts, and is situated on the fiata of
tho Credit. About 20 acres of the field was sod, a
large portion of which had been unturned for 17
cars, the rest of the sod gave two fine crops of clover
ast year, the other part was in Mangolds and
Turnips. The soil is a rich clay loam, sud the wet-
test parts are underdrained. The field was ploughed
this spring 6 inches deep; three or four har-
rowed, twize rolled with a heavy roller, and sown
about tho last week of April, then only harrowed.
Mr. W. Gooderbam is of opinion that it would have
been better to have rolled it after the sowing.
Contrary to expectation, the fiax on the sod is more
than twice the height of that on the turnip land.
Last evening I measured stems of it 22 inches in
leagth. The likely yield of the field will ‘yrobably
bo sbout 100 tons—$1200. The greater of the
turnip land has been sown with Coo’s Saper-phos-
phate, at tho rate of a barrel per acre, but we are
sot able ss yet to promounce definitely as to its
th&m The flax will abortly be in
bloo-l‘.:”dﬂt the syes of him who bas made

the ¢ o clamic plaat.
WILLIAM LESLIE.

Meadowvale, Junc 17, 1865.

Notz by Ed. C. F.—Has not our corrcspondent
rather overstated the profits of the flax crop?! The
expense account seems to us s somewhat light one.
Even with less margin of profit than that given in
the foregoing letter, it will psy well to ralse this
crop.

——— A

A Choios Sample of Fall Wheat,

To the Editor of Tuxs Caxava Fazuzs :

S1=,—As 0 specimen of what can be produced on
the north side of Lake Simooe, in a part of the coun-
try where there is still much wild 1and to bo occupied,
we send you a beautiful sample of fall wheat,
grown by Mr. Joseph Kean, of the township of Oril-
lia. The yield was twenty-eight bushels to the acre,
and Mr, Kean received the following letter from the
Hon. W. B. Robinson in reference to it.

Wo have the honour to remain,
Faithfully yours,
O'BRIEN & Co.
Oriilie, June 10, 1865.
¢ Caxapa Coxraxy’s Orrice,
“ Toronto. 3rd February, 1865.
« JosepH Keay, Esq., Orillia, 2. W.

“Drar Sm,—I have to thank you for the splendid
sample of fall wheat you sent us some time since.
1t has been greaug mired, and were it not for &
little smut would be, I think, superior to that exhi-
bited at the late Provincial Show, and which took the
Canada Company’s prize.

«T must congratulatc you upon having land that
will grow such fine grain.

¢ W. B. ROBINSON,
+ Commissioner.

Norz sy Ep. C. F.—We_cordially endorse the
opinions expressed above. The sampie submitted to
us is really very choice and beautiful ; and some of
our Toronto merchants, to whom we showed it,staled
that they had secn no fall wheat that would favour-
ably compare with it, offered for sale in this market
for some years.

A Lanox Cror or Tenxies.—In the Gensses Farmer,
for April, 1862, Mr. John T. Andrews of West Corn-
wall, Ct, gavo ar account of a crop of ruta bagas
raised by him the previous season, the yield of which,
was, by actual measurement, 416§ bushels on a
quarter of an acre, or 1666 bushels per acre. They
were sown June 20th, on ridges 27 inches apart, and
thinned out in the rows ten inches to & foot a;

The land had been very heavily manured, an
addition to this, after the ridges were made, a com-
post of hen droppingys, night-soll, ashes, plaster, &c.,
was scattered In the ridges, which were then split
with the plough, turniag the soil back again and
covering up the manure.

We meation the fuct at this time, as we see & state-
ment going the rounds of the papers, that Mr.
Andrews has raised a crop of 2103 bushels per acre.
We had supposed bis former crop was one of the
largest ever raised, but it ‘would seem that be bas
beaten himself.~Genesce Furmer.




