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Grasses and Fovage Plants.

Nezlected Fora 50 Cropa.

It may, no doub?, bo argne. with too much trutd,
that all forage crops ave too imnch neglected so far as
the wode of their cultivation is concerned, but thls
is uot what we are driving . n the caption of the
prescat article,  Negleet in t 16 way of not attempt.
ing to cultivate themat all, 1s what we have in view,
rather than negligent cultwe.

How mavy farms ars wholl, innocent of all forage
crops but hay and straw. Mo fodder corn, no roots,
no rape, no cahbages. Now lhat winter has set in,
there is nothing to feed ou  that will supply the
place of the succalent herb. _v of the summer time
and early fall  Only diy hay and still dryer straw,
and such grain as can be & -red from tho market,
are offered to tempt the app. ites which crave juicy
plants for their full satisfac.un.  How much better
provided for the wants of the tack in winters, is the
farmer wio his abundance of carrots for his horses,
mangolds, cablages, apd twiz ps for his neat cattle
sud sheep, and succulent corn: stalks for all, than he
who has oaly dry forage in st ve.

These neglected forage cro; » are not hard to grow.
Considering tho effort they hx e upon land in smoth.
erinz weed growth, and leav ng the soil in the best
possille conidition for succe ling crops, there ars
other arguments for their cul. .ation, besides the alle
suflicient ons of providing a varicd snd attraciive
bill of fare for the amumals ke. . on the farm.

Some of thass crops from t.. iz specral auitableness
for the uss of sheep offier the  u.ther advantage that
they go far to meat the gr. 1d practical dutficulty
in the way of good real farin. g, whizh ari-cs out of
the scarcity of manute, and *ie expenso connected
with working and hauling 1t On light soils,
especialiy, whera sheep accor. ngto tho old proverb,
have golden fzct, tho benefit .ccruing from this plan
of mwuriag, caandd bo ¢ -er-cstimatzd.  Grow
vetches, rape, or kohl rabi uyon a bis of ground you
want to enrich, fold t.cep o1 it, and when the crop
is eaten off, the land will be 1t fit for any crop youn
may dezire to put in.  No for. 1ng over of manure, no
time and 1abor spent in hauli 3 it out to the field, -
there it is just as you wanti., cvenly distributed,
free from liability to waste, «very rnin-fall washing
its virtue into the soil. Tt ma s be argued that there
is cost and trouble conncetc 1 with the folding of
sheep ; but, beyond the preparation of hurdles in the
firs instance, the cost and t..uble are very trifling,
Hurdle-makiog is a nice wint -r job. Any man who
cannot make a sheep-hurdle, 1 too sti.vid and useless
to cumbe: the ground of a far 2. If you make them
ot odd timces in the winter, th ., enly cxpenro will be
that of the lumber, and that +:ill not exceed tweuty
oeats a-piece.

Now is the timo to reflect vn the oversights and
errors of the past, and to fors. plans of better farm-
ing next year, and in all con ing time. Let these
forage crops bo neglected no s mger. Set apart the
cleanestand best picce of land . n the farm for turnips.
Economize and eke out the mviuurs all winter a0 as
to have as much as possibleto Hut on tieturnip land
next summer.  If there isa b.t of rich ground that
is dirty with weeds, resolve > devote that to green
forage, to be fed off by the she2p. Say wot ** I havo
only half-a-dozen or a dozen shecp,” but consider

how you can get more ; for on. misht as well try to
farm well without proper tooi., as try to farm with.
out a flock of sheen.

—

Manure from Claver Ma; or Wheat Staw.

: \:’o male thclfo!lo'.vin;'cx*-act from Mpr, ITarris’
ast paper in the Llwerican  dyrculurat, heade
“}V:\\lks an{l T.'l'lks” e <« yrculurad, headed
¢ Yeaterday,” suid the Deacon, & farmertook a
load of clover hay to Llucliester, and all he could get'

-

forit was 810 per ton, Another farmer took a load
of wheat atraw, and sold it readily for $12 per ton,
‘this does not look as though farmers had much faith
in your chemical notion, that the manure from a ton
of claver hay is worth three times as much as from a
ton of etraw.  The facts soem to be a¥aiust you.”
¢ So much the worse for the facts,” I replicd. *‘Dur
I am not going to argue that matter with you. There
are some things su well established, that it is no use
nstening to the objections of those who do not un.
derstanil what they are talking about. A farmer who
sells clover hay at-the above prices, and keeps his
straw, is not & wise man. When he can exchange a
tm},o( straw for a half a ton of Lran, he had betterdo
it

“You pretend to be able to tell,” said the Deacon,
** what a ton of manure is worth ; but I notice that
the chemists differ very much amony themselves as
to the value of the same identical manure, and I do
not see huw you can tell with any- certamty Low
much guod & ton _of manure will do.” No oue pre-
tends to do s0. \Vhat we say is this: Here are two
samples of barn-yard manure in about the same con-
dition. One contains twice as much uitrogen, phos-
phoric acid and potash, a1 the other, and we say, 1f
the one 1s worth @1 per ton, the other is worth §2
porton. Wedo notsay thatif you put 20 tons of
the former, or 10 tous of the latter upon an acre of
land, the difference of the crops will be worth $20.
1lus may or may not be the case, The chemist's
estimate of the value af diff .rant manures is based on
their chemical compoaition and on the condition of
the ingredients. ‘I'ne chomist docs not undertake to
tell a turmer, whether he can atford to buy sulphato
of ammonia, ot nitrate of suda, to sow on his wheat
or barley crop. Dut if you are going to sew thesc
manures, the chemist can tell you to a certainty
which of two samples is the cheapest for you to Luy.
For mstance, hie finds that oune sawple contains 22
v cent. of ammonia, and the other 18 per cent. 1t
© tells you .he latter is wurth $72 per ton, and the
£ irmer $33 per ton, he merely uscs these tigures in »
comparitive seuse. Lf he should say the onc was
worth §36, and the other $44, he would be oquully
corrcct. He has nothing to do with the commercial
valus on the one hand, or the fcttiliziu%\'llue unthe
other. The latter must bedetermined by the experi-
en.e of fnrmers themselves, and on repeatod experi-
ments. Where wheat is worth only 73 cents per
bushel, and other crops on the same scale, ammoma
is only worth half asmuch to a farmer as in a section
where wheat is worth §1.5) per huthel, When an
agent for sume artificial fertilizer shows me a whole
sinng of testimovuials as to the valus of his fertilize »
1 teli hun that a goou analys s would be more satisiac-
tory to me thin an actual trial on my own land and
under my own eyo. A man need not swallow a jot
of Glauber saltsto tell if they are pure. ‘Thechemirt
canuut tell him whether he uecds a dose of the salte,
but he can tell him whether the salts are genuine or
not. Chemistry cannot tell us whether our Jaud needs
this or that manure, butit can tell us whether the
manure is genuine or spurvus.  If farmers had
clearer views on this subject, the sale of inferior or
worthless fertilizers would soon cease. -

Rapid Method of Topping Roats.

. ‘*Carrots, beets, pavsnips, and tarnips are now very
gruerally cultivated in rows, by those who raise any
or all of the kinds enumerated, toany extent. When
the tume arrives for pulling, each man ur boy takes
two rows aud pulls them, aud as {ast as pulled they
are placed in oue row, side by side, one deep, and in
the same relative ition. The next two rows are
pulled and placed 1n the same way, with the roots of
row number two facing those of number one. By
following this plan with every four rows the labor ot
gathering the vaots, when topped, will he found .nuch
acss,  The maiu point to be carried out, in pulling
and p'acing turnips or other kinds of roots, is to he
sure and kerp the recks as near in a straight line as
pouible. \Vith an hour's practico a man can pull
sud placo the roots in this position abont os fast as
throwing them in heaps, Oune active man will cut
o't the tops as fast as two men can pull.  Equipped
with an ordinary table knife the boy follows tlhc pul-
ler, severing each top in tuin, and frequently two at
ouce, without removing the routsfrom the position in
which they areplaced by themen pullingso thereisno
time wasted in taking up or throwing dowa the tur.
nips, beets, or carrots. The topper Eeelu constantly
moving along the line of each row cutting off the tops
ay he walks alony, being forced to make caongh of
motion to kecp warm cven an a cold day. J liave
tonped sixty rata Lagas by this methad in & minate,
when tiying hard to work against time,  Of conrse
ting apead could not be kept.up very Jong. Lut

wheuruta bagas have growa (ull size, s3y fyam one
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to two pounds apiece, aud thie ground is evenly stock.
ed, an active wutkinzn can without over exeriion,
puil and top in & working day of ten hours from 150
10 178 bLushels, Tlus L kuow to be the case, for o
month ago I had the matter demonstrated in thoopen
field, and therefore cau vouch for thess figurcs, Ly
this method turui{»s grown to full size, cun, withug
auy doubt, be pulled, topped, and putin * pits*’ for
an amount not to exceed two cents » burhel. When
the grouud is stuny it is well for the toppers to carry
with them a pi-ce of whetstone, 50 as to keepa s een
edge on their knives, which makes the work go cesier,
a fact soon found out in practice,

As soou as conventent aiter topping, & worron or
cart may be drawn alongside and “the rocts gatheicd
therein mto the cart and hauled to the rout cillar cr
“pit” in sume smitable epot. Ifintended forwarket,
it will be a saving of time to sort such roots at tke
time of gathering  Thisis especially so with turnips,
"Toward the closs of the season we tested for this
methadl of topping turnips, kmves of different skapss
aud sizes, and from theses experiments 1 feel cornfidenit
that another season | can huve made a style of knifo
that will be a deciled improsement on tho ordicary
table kufo for this kind of work, L'nis knife will ba
the shape of a carpenter’s chisel, the edgoe three inches
wide, beveled from both sides, a handlo four inckes
long, with a cross picce on top to give full bearin
for the hand. In topping turnips with a kuife o
this shape the weight of the Loy helps force the
knife through, lersening the labor, while the work
goes on much faster.—YATRICK QUINYN, in Lrdune.

Twnips smong Cora

A Westchester County, (N, Y.) farmer s {3 ike
habit of sowing Yellow Abherdeen tumps cwong Lis
corn at the Jast passing of the cultivater, when the
plants aro about two feet in height. Tke turnips do
not make much growth until the corn iscut, after
which they swell rapidly. Thocostis nothing except
for sced and harvesting, nnd the corn being already
ent is not injured when the turnips cre gatkered in.
From ono to four hundred bushels of turnips per acre
have becn thus obtained without lessening the corn
crop. Weeds are not tolerated, and the whols
strength of the land is devoted, s it sheuld be, to
uscful crops. .

Drsrrrceriox of Wine-wony.—1Taving been nest.
ered with wirc-worm more or lussin my crop« fee
some time, may I take the liberty of uskiug through

our paper if there 18 any way of destioyiug them?
{am advised to sow rape-dust, also salt, to dertroy
them, Coul.l you, or any of your numercns recders,
give me any Erac:ical knowledge regarding this pest?
I may state that the field is only a few hundred yardg
from the ten, out of len ; in 1872 planted with pota.
toes, in 1873 wheat, one-half eaten up with wire.
worm, in fzct, some totally destroyed. The ficld is
now ploughed from 10 to 12 inches deep for turnips,
and m turning ng the soil it is literally moving with
wire-worm, and I am afraid there will be little ckance
of a turn:p crop unless I get romething to destroy the
worm. I have tried lime with no «fect, and will he
glad 1f you can put me in the way of getting rid of
such & pest.—A SUDSCRIBER, [A fortuight ago, in
answer to another correspoudent, wesupplied, in cone
siderable detail, the information which you desire,
recommending broken rape cake in portions such as
would be given to cattle or sheep to be broadcasted
over the field. Lightly harrow the newly-ploughed
sarface, if it is dry enough, and apply about five cwt,
of the cake. On these pieces the wire worms speed.
ily fasten ; & score may be found attached too'e
Iump. The feast, however, does not ag.ce. with
them; they aeem to bs weakened and somnetimes
poisuned by the rape cake : whilst myriads attracted
to the surface after the food are picked up l»:.yesnlh,
rooks, sr nther enemics; or when thus exp are
more likely to bo destroyed by frost.—XN. 2. 4yrie-
cullurist.

TR WELL-RYOWN GRASS, Zizania aquatica, is coms.
ing into uee for making paper, This plant, which is
kuown in this connry as ** Canada llice,” grows in
cnormous quantities on the shores of Lakes Erie,
Ontaria, St. Clair and others.  Doubtless Rice Luke
got its nawe in this way. 1t is stated that a supply
from these sources of 113,000 tons suuually may Lo
looked on as certain, It grows s swamps, pouds,
and shal ow streams, where it attainsa height of from- -
7t08, oreven 12to 14 fect. The structure is sunt-
lar to that gf rice except that the Howers are ti-.
sexual,  The grain iy largely vsed by the Indians for

{god, and in supcrior.in tlaver to ot othier cexcals.



