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or without bottom as may be desired, placed in-
side the old Jones hives, thus leaving a space
from 2 to 3 inches clear round about the
nucleus boxes, not forgetting cover for entrance
between outer and inner hives. This space is
filled with cork or dry sawdust, I prefer cork as
it is the better absorbent but have some packed
with each ; if cork cannot be procured I would
advocate the use of dry cedar to that of sawdust.
I may here state that I have made arrangements
for a supply of cork sawdust for next season at
a reasonable rate. 1 place clean quilts on the
tops of nucleus using the half stories of the
Jones hive with cotton tacked on lower sides and
two taths across the same to prevent the cotton
froui sagging, fill same with sawdust and place
on top, the whole fitting snugly together.
Having my hives ready I proceed to prepare the
bees. Never beiug bothered with swarminug muy
colonies are pretty strong as you nay suppose
when, during the noney tiow tney have from 22
to 25 franes and the queen doing ber umost to
keep up the full coinpement of bes, not satisf6ed
with the lower story in which to work she some-
times pays a visit tu tue upper story and half
fills a te w frames about the centre with eggs. I
do not use perforaiedi zinc, think it hurtful and a
hin rance to bees witù well illed sacs to pass
through. I use ail worker comb for upper siory.
It is no loss to a bee-keeper to have a iew frames
with a little broui and boney to help a weak
colony or tori a nucleus. I forinerly placed
drone comb in the upper story out iound the
queen hao a rather inordinate desire for laying
eggs in urone cells, hence the change. When
the honey flow Legins 1 commence to divide up
these large colonies, find a place for the brood in
the upper story. I have one colony set apart for
queen raising, all are fertile and ready lor the
new colonies. I make as even a division as pos-
sible but ith such a crowd of field workers it is
hard ta keep the balance even, I take off the
upper story and divide the brood adding what
may be in the upper story, setting the frames well
apart, say 8 or o frames. If there is a fall flow
the bees will bulge them considerably and as the
season advances and the brood hatches out,
shorten up by using the division board untit
they are un the desired number of frames, then
place in winter hives' allowing them 25 lbs. or
more ci honey to winter upon also some pollen
They are now ready for winter, either to be left
on summer stands or taken into the cellar. I
taken in take off the half story and sawdust
put cloth on and keep at a temperature of no
less than 40 0, towards spring, say about middl

of March, let the temperature rise to 6o 0 thi

will encourage brood raising. Hives thus packed

will resist the cold better than a single walled
hive and brood rearing will not be checked by
chilly nights. Towards the last of April they
should be set out in order to catch the soit
Maple bloom which is he flrst they have in this
country, not the willow as I see mentioned by
some. By the first week in May the hive will
be crowded with bees and brood and ready to be
transferred inLo their summer hives; by he last
week in May you may look for swarming, that is
if the season is favourable. To prevent swarm-
ing 1 watch the strongest colonies and as soon
as I observe queen cells being formed and 12

frames in the hive 1 at once put on the upper
stories with 1o or 12 frames as the strength of
colony requires, lowering the frames until they
almost touch te frames in the brood chamber,
the clos-ýr the better; the bees will soon find
their wav ta decan up and maLe any repiira
uecessary ta placing honey la upper stoty. The
only stimulant 1 give then is a Iltie eara heat
toware.s the end of March and April regulating
the temperature inside wvith that outsidc. Some
days i Match and Aprit 1 have seen outs'de
teipeîlttute ti.,e ta ovet 70 0 while that o; the

cellar wüud not bc o 'er 46 0 uuless attificially

heated. 1 have a large nuaber ut cuutbLs con-

tainitîg honoy anI pollen taken trami tiie hives

in the falI these 1 replace iii the sprîng. t leave

ail il;' lle 1'I cati for tvmfteriiug pro~v1ilttI tkiere

is pletit> ut ývhojesoîu Lue along with ic, and

becs pi ,eed in a Ary cellar with a ternpetattore

front 400c ta 000 I'lie hive,, witol nucleus

bo.,.es remaiu piceu, 1 liave tuent xinter and

summner. and lind inî ihein a great cotîxenietce

!or iorroiog itucîci aftr tlic lioney tlow is

over.
My method of taking hune> lias aîready

appearedi in the JOURNAL aud nted tcatuely be
mentioned except that I hav e ptactised tbis

method for fout years with success, exttacting

only from the up, t, ~t y ii, only when the

hancy la cappeu, trames, contain>dg !toîin S t0 14

lbs. of honey eacb). 1 calcutate on front 5o ta i00

Ibs. per colony each time the catractat is used.

1 neyer disturb rny becs unnecessarily, if there
is a ilow front fruit btassomn t wait tilt the

harvest is gathered and ripened belote extract-
iug. The two pasi scasons 1 have e:;tractel but

twice ai the end of Clover and Linden flow.

This year Linden yieltled very tite bot Bar-

dock and Thistie made up the deficiency ta a
f great extent.

afMy apiary la nicety shieltered being lu a valtey
ofthe western tributary of the Dan, sihettered by

b [ush and high baniks an ait sides but south est.
e I 1 vinter in cettar and sommer stands and g0 far

sh ave been successful. N.ICRH.

t Toronto, Feb. 2nd, 1887.


