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HOLLAND AND ITS PEOPLE.

BY THE REV. S. P. ROSE.

DORtT, or D)ordrecht, situated a shiort distance efroim Rotterdamii,
well nierits a visit. Historically it is one of the inost interesting
dýties of liolland. lIt traces its descent froin the tenthi centurv.

One writer speaks of it as "Dordrecht the hospitable." lIt was
hiere that the famous Synod of Dort wias hield, early in the -sevenl-
tcenthi century. The character and value of this synod wvill bc
variously estirnated, as it is studicd fromn différent theological
points of view. To one thinker this synod is a. "tstain upon the
patriotic, generous, and liheral past of the city." To another it
bears a relation to the leformned Calvinistie Churcli, similar to
that whieh the Council of Nicwa boars to the Churchi of the fourthi
century, or the Augsburg Assemibly to the Lutlheran Clnurc1i It
wvas called, in part, to sck a seulement between the conflictinig
views of the followers of Arminius and the followers of Calvin.
The fainous Five Points wTere discussed. The decision resulted in
the condemnation of the views niaintainied by the Arminians.
Tphe condemnation involved more than the odiumi tlieoIoqicium. lIt
carried with it civil penalties as -%ell. rflose who heki Arminian
views wcvre flot siinply « branded as hereties, sehismaties, and
teachers of false doctrines, they were declared incapable of filling
any religious or academical post." Banishmiient ias thLe aferna-
tive presenteci to sucli las refuseci to sign the canons of the Synod.
Nor wvag the threat of banishiment an idie one. One hiundred
iijnisters and professors realized its meanînig. Grotius and
Hogerberts, the forme r one of the most schiolarly m nen of his tiie,
the latter Pensionary of Leyden, were sentenced to perpetual irn-
prisonment. Whien dea.th delivei'ed Gilles, of Leydenberg, froin
,caý)tivity, his body wvas made to adornia gibbet at Voorburg. At
the advanced age of seventy-two, Olden-Barneveldt, comipanion of
William the Sulent, wTas beheaded. Wofldeéds tÔ be done in
the name of the Prince of Peace t

The traveller of to-day, hiowever, may wefl afford to forget the
evii memiories of the j)ast that belong to Dort, while lie gazes upon


