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VAGABOND VIGNETTES.

BY THE REV. GEO. J. BOND, B.A..

.VII.

JAFFA AND) "'1E PLAIN 0F SHLARON.

ON the afternoon of Saturday, the l9th of March, 1887, leaning
<,ver thc rail of an Austrian Lloyd's steamer, at lier moorings in
Port Said, I was watching a couple of Arab boys diving fur
piastres flung to them by the passengers. As wve tossed the coins
into the water the, swaùthy youngstcrs would dive after thein like
seals, ,"bobbing up serenely " after each quest, to show the coin
for a moment in their fingers, and then putting it into their
moutlhs for sa*-e ig gstieulating wildly as tlievv trud Water
for further incentive tu try their skill..

Turning away from this dirersýivn, the tricks.of an Indian jug-
gler on deck next engaged attention. Shabby in dress, swarthy
of face, and suhtilely suppliant in suavity of manners and speech,
with Ms offly accessô*ries a dirty boy and a poor littie scared-
Iookzing rabbit, hée shiow*d. an I'ngenuity of operation, and an
adroitness of haid* that would have shamed many a mnore pre-
tentiouý professor of the black art, and won flot a few eucomiuims
ind enppér-- from tlie g, '.Inatured cruwd of tvuurkt hu bur-
rounded him. For the steam*er's d':-ck wvas a futuï-poiint tu whiceh
had coinverged lines of travél rom. many a distant and Nvidely-
sundered scene.

It was the'heiglit of the seasori. for Oriental travel, tht most
delightful time' for visiting Palestine; and there was a suppressed
eagerness, and an undereurrent of satisfLed desire among the
passeigers, that made itsctf evident in overfiowing good-nature,
srtmetimes almost boyish in its manifestations. And yet there,

waswitala seriousness and quiet of demecanour which cuiuported
well -ývith our position and our anticipation. Fýor were we not
pilg-rims; utter strangers to one another, for the most part; diverse
in dress, and speech, and creed, and country; a.nd yet-drawn from

eatand wcest, and north and south, by the magnetism of a common
in terest, by the magn étisin of a Naine, and .a Life, and a. Death,
and a Resurrection, which stand ont before'ail time as the proof of
God's love to universal man? 'T if I «66 lifted -U1p from. thie earth,
will draw ail men unto Ife,"' Hei had said; and something, at least,
of this inysterious magnetismn -%vas acknowledged hy those -who


