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and collects in the bottoni o! the liquefing chamiber. Nov
aIl is ia wvorking order, air is liquefying and collecting, and
in a short timie liquicl air cani be drawn off by 10ic gallon
just Iil<e water. Three or four gallons of liquid -air are
praduccd in an lîour in the tistal operatian af the plant."

The chief intcrest is not in Mr. T1rplcr's experinients,
however, but in the economyv or lack of it which character-
izcs is production of liquid air. Ile seemis ta claim ta
be able ta operate bis :îpparatuis w~itih a portion of thciiquid
air which lie produces. This is flot perpetial motion, but
its amiplification would be uinliiiiited power it infivitely
sniall expense. \Ve awvait with mmtrest a complete denmon.
sîratian af Mr. Tripler's iniehods. In the mneantinie
it îvauld seemi that a niysterions mnotor is about ta
occnpy, that position in the public regard which î%'as sa
long and successfully fillcd by the faînous !'eeley niotor.

LAKE NAVI(UATION IN CANADA.

The first niove in the direction ai canstructing ships
suitcd ta the changed conditions of lake navigation in
Canada caused hy the cnlarging af the St. Lawvrence
canaIs, hias been takien by the organization of the Canadian
Inland Transportation Company, whose application for
incorporation is nov before the Domninion Governitent.
Amnong the pramate.s ai this company are Gea. 1-. B3ert-
ram, president af the Borîrani Engine \-Vorks, Ltd. ;J. K.
Osborne, vice-president ai the Massey-Harris Company,
Ltd. ; Senator Forge,, president ai the Richelieu and
Ontario Navigation Company. The proposed capitdIis1
S4.aoo,ooo, and the conmpany wvill carry grain. l'or this
purpose it is prapased ta butld teln steanu barges, each of
whichi will be capable of carrying 75,000 ta 8o,ooa bushels
ai wvheat, as wvell as ta erect adequate terminal facilities in
the shape ai elevators, etc., at Port Colborne, Montreal,
and Quebec. 1enditig arrangements for the completion
ai the arganization, anc ztc l barge ai 78,000 bi:shels
capacity will be biiili ; in f ict the wvork ai construction
bias already begun at the shipyard of the l3ertranm Engine
Works Company, L:d.

BORROWEI) PLUMES.

There is something lacking in Our municipal systenm.
The aldermien are allawed toa complete contra] ai the pro-
fessional heads ai departmients during their tenancy af
office and they have taa great latitude in distaissing and
appointing. The rece.nt arnaziag performance of the dity
cauincil ai Victoria, 1.C., which appointed a Toronto
carpenter ta the mnost important office init s gift, that of
city engiacer, is a coml)lete demionstration ai the folly of
present iaethads. The aldermen ai Victoria disnîissed the*
former englacer, A. E. 'Nilmott, a mendiber ai the couincil
of the Canadian Society ai Civil Engineers, withaut a
mioment's waraing. Such a dismissal by suicl an age
gation is a testinionial ta 'Mr. Wilînott'q abiiiîy'and
iaîogrity 'vbicl is the more comlete when vioevcd ia
the' li-ghî of the fact that oui ai îwenty live applica uts for
his position the first choice ai the counicil wvas a carpentor,
wvhase friends insist that mental disturbanýIIce is the cause
o! bis actions, not a deliberate desire ta defraud. B3e
that as it nlay, \V: B3. Fergqusan obtained the appointaient
through copies ai testimionials îvho.-,c originals have never
sa far as we are aivare been soca by marial eyc. As wvll
be seen fromi bis inost extraordinary Jetters ta tbis journal
which %%e pbhherewith, lie claims ta bie a graduate of
the Royal Military College, Kiagston. There is fia such
naie, howevcr, on the books of Jiat institution, nor could

anyone be persuaded that the writer of these letters hadl
graduated even froni the public schaol.

The day before bis departure for Victoria, Mu. Fergu-
son called on the editor o! T4tz CANADIAN ENGINnuit, and
stated that lie had been appointed city engineer of Victoria,
13.0. H-is statemnents wvere so various thtt they roused
mare than usual interest. He liad been appointed sole
arbitrator in the Paint Ellice bridge clainis; lie ivas gaing
ta speiid $300,000 on harbor imiprovemeats iii Queen
Charlotte Islands; he had spent the last five years in
travelling ia the United States and South Amierica examîn-
iag engineering wvorks.

Of course wlien the aew city engineer arrived at
Victoria and failed ta produce the originals ai his testi-
maoniais, even the Victoria aldermien îhanglit there was
somiethiag wroag. Iilad he been passessed ai santie papers
ta showv those sagaciaus judges he 'vould have been loosed
upan the city ta work lus aivu sweet wvill upon the public
wvorks so far as tl2e aldermen would p)erm2it it. Just how
far that wvould ho rnay bie seen wvhen the clause in bis
letter is considered in wvhich lie states that lio hias not been
twcnty.iour haours in the city aî2d, every aldermant bas
explaiaed tlie situation ta Iiiii.

One very peculiar feature ai the affisir is that Mayor
Shaw, of Troronto, wrote a letter introducing Mr. Fergu.
son ta ïMayar Rediern. Naw, Mayor Shaw has a right ta
introduce anyone ta aayone else if hie sces fit and evea if lie
hirnseli knoîvs neitl2er of the parties implicated in the
ceremany, but lie shouild be mare careful in the language
emiplayed in iluese valued camimunicattons. la bis favor
ta Mr. Ferguson Mayor Shaw stated that lie «Iunderstood
Mr. Ferguisan ivas recoi2lnended " by a certain engineer,
Noîv, &Mr. Shawv tiderstood nothing ai the sort. Mr.
Fergusan stated that sucb ivas the case and Mayor Shaw
had no other reason for any understaading in t12e niatter
thant that. \Vhat a basis that -vas for any statement ive
believe ive have alrcady showvn. It should be stated that
Mur. Fergusan had sanie years ago bieen employedlas a fore-
mari an street paving work in Toronto, and also that hie
unblushingly assured the ediior ai this paper that he had
been the eagineer.in.charge ai the conversion of the
Toronto Railway iram house-cars ta an electric trolley
systeni. 'Ne append the letters referred ta

Victoria, 1.C.. Mar. 30, 1899.
Office Canadian Engincer Toronto

.%tessrs Sir
1 pramised to write ta you %vhen 1

arrived here-wvell 1 gai here lasi night very tired -for 1 was anc el
on the raad- but as comfartabte as cati be ttnder the circumstances-
t visited His \Vorýhip.thc àMayer of Victoria - Chas. E Redfern, Esq.
-a very plesant nice persan-an he look me-through the Hall and
introduced me to the City Officiais -and alto cxplained to me an oui-
lino of proposed wvorks in contemplation there witl be a great atnunt of
%vork here in strc: paving and reconstruction there has been very
litile of that line done here iben the drainage is inaucquate and will be
entirely remodellcd as wetl as the present Water Supply. I have flot
had any chanci ta examine int the presenh cxisting systim Mysti! for
t arn flot 24 haurs here as -yet-but as you knowv every one of the City
Aldetman has tlicir story toicel-about %vbat i s and the remedy-well
I have gai ta liscen ta att and say nothing unîll 1 examinp- everything
myself 1 wvil have a very busesy lime ot il ihis season-but will find
time ta write you a few tines now and again how things are going liere
and bow il is donc There is one thing herc %vlicli %vill nced a thorougb
reform and that is the prescrit metbod of collecting and disposai of the
city Garbish the niethod hitre nowç in use is for every persan to get it
awav the best he can-Ar.d il loohs rather Ancient 'o se a number of
Chinaman with long swvecp aveu their shoulders and two largc baskets
oneeai each end ai the sweep or pale filled wvith the Garbage of the city
carring il on iheir shoulders away ta the dump-and no persan t look
aller or direct the disposai a! Ilium -or direct th2 affairs of ihai
denariment. In some of the yards o! the Chine'ese Portion o! the City
the accumulation of Garbage are considerable-ihe WVater here is flot
the Besi. Victoria is a vcry Beautiful City Easily draitied some very


