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The old phrase, “History repeats itself,” is so hack­
neyed that we are almost afraid to use it, but it draws 
attention so pointedly to a condition now developing in 
Canada that we may be pardoned for giving the 
quotation.

The profession of engineering in Great Britain, and 
for that matter in all European countries that have de­
veloped an engineering profession, is made up of men 
who served under articles in the offices of private indi­
viduals and city surveyors, or in the yards and shops 
of large corporations. Their terms of apprenticeship 
ran from three to seven years, and, in addition to be­
coming familiar with the routine and detail of the works, 
they received a certain amount, and frequently a very 
substantial amount, of systematic instruction of a tech­
nical nature in the scientific principles of the work on 
which they were engaged.

In some cases these men were college-trained men; 
in others, they were articled upon leaving the secondary 
schools. In any case they served long enough to become 
masters in their own right, and as a result European 
engineers are recognized as men, methodical, careful, 
able, and highly skilled in their own particular branch.

The first engineering work in Canada was under­
taken by the British military engineer, and then followed 
a few British and foreign civil engineers anxious for 
adventure, and willing to neglect for the time being the 
finer requirements of the older lands. I hese men 
the pioneers who prepared a body of younger men, who 
perforce had to accept an empirical and accidental train­
ing and carry on the work of a young country troubled 
with growing pains.

It is true that, coupled with all our great en­
gineering works, we find the names of men who would 
have been a credit to the profession in other countries. 
Strong men, true artists, 
pressed or paid men.

Then came the technical college, the University 
Department of Applied Science, and the young graduate 

forth, large in theory, small in experience. But the 
country was growing, the supply of engineers was 
limited, the work was large, and men were in great 
demand. The college graduate very quickly became a 

43' full-fledged engineer. If he was resourceful, his promo­
tion was sure and rapid.

But that has changed. Ten or a dozen Canadian 
3 colleges are conducting engineering courses. The supply 

4 o is a little greater than the demand, and the young
no matter how good his technical training—finds diffi­
culty in securing a position. When he does he expects 
a high salary, and as a result his employment is only 

that at the end of two or three years he
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42 j temporary, so
44 ï has been under a dozen different men and on a \ ariety 
442 i of work, and yet he is not master of any one branch.
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