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thins becomes in fact a prieést praying for the people, and not a minister praying
tQ them.

Som'e attempt should be macle, we think, to give lut erest and liveli-
fless to this part of Divine worship. What shall it be ? Shahl we revive the
Liturgy and Service Book of John Knox or of John Calvin ? Shall we re-enact
the ordinance of the eigyhth General Assembly holden in Elinburgh, June 25th
1,534, "lthat every minister exhorter and readier shall have one of the Psalm-
books' lately printed in Edinburgh and use the order therein contained in
Prayers, marriage and ministration of Sacraments in the Book of Conimon
O)rder."' WbatDan agitation the revival of such a decree as this wouîd create!1
!jes8t this question should be forced upon us, we would do well to set our bouse

lOrder and have sonie regard to the devotional. necessities of the people.
NOWV it cannot be said that as a gencral rule our prayers are

too long. The objection generally made to them is, not that they
Contain to mch but too mucli at one stretch. The Churcli of Eng-

ladl prayers are, as a whole, much longer than ours, yet the peo-
iedo flot generally complain of their bcing tedious; and the reason of this

IBPartly theirhligher conception of w'orship, and partly because the prayers are
roken up into brief petitions upon definite subjects. Now this is jnst what we

want. lu the first place, a higlier conception of worship, and in the second, a
regard to the infirmities of the worshipper as to the manner of prayer. For
this latter, we do not need to curtail the whole time occupied by us in devotional
8 ervlces,.of this there can be no just cornplaint-but we need ia some way to
!'dividualise somewhat definitely the subjerts of prayer and to break them
lUto parts by soine intervening exerercise. For example, we see no reason why
the forni of the IlDirectory " sbould not be revived, which requires that the
railister "lafter solemn calling on theni (the people) to the worshipping of the
great name of God, is to begin with prayer ;"-a prayer (as may be seen by
the directions) of invocation and praise, very short and to the point. (Can any
one tell us when and wby the practise fell out of usel) This might be considered
a' standing in the place of our usual introduction of l)raise in the first prayer.
The first prayer might then begin with confession as in the Directory' and go
Onl to supplication and thanksgiving. Agnin, the prayer Ilbefore sermon " might
We think, as is sometimes done, be suitably dividcd into two parts. The first
Pertaining to the direct worship, of Fatlier, Son and lloly Ghost; sucb as
praiset confession, pleadings for mercy and forgiveness, union to Christ, increase
of grace, sacntification and the influence of the lloly Spirit, with thanksgiving.
Let this occupy 10 or 15 minutes at most. Tben let the second Psalm be sung.
After which might follow the second part containing special supplications for the
church, the world, aIl ranks and degrees of men, the s*-ck, and the sorrowful ; for
a blessing on the word to be, preac ed and for ail special blessings, concluding
wl1th1 the Lord's prayer. AIl to occupy not more than at most other 15 minutes.
]4 this distribution of subjects, the prayer after sermon would only require te
b' a brief supplication for the Divine blessing on the past services. In this way,
tediousness would be avoided and prayer would not be straitened.

Anaother point of reform which we would urge is, that the niinister should
1()lw a distinct and generally uniform order in the subjects of bis prayer. Order

lthis mnatter is we believe a necessary condition of the intelligent public service
Of God : it is the iaw of heavenly things of whicb the Lord's prayer is a beautiful
examrple. And further much livehiness would be imparted to -the prayer were
t'le Minister to note in-some poinited and emphatic way the transition from one
SU'bjeect to another. Were the subjects, in botanical phrase, to be articulated
with a clear dissepiment between the parts, a child migbt follow the prayer


