
THE 1?4LL OF THE TEMPrZ,4RS.

.$imilar proscription.and confliiçgtip4g
-but unde more liuma4e cirourm-
stances, overtook. thern in eveiry
*corner of Europe. In ?ort.ugal glone
wa 'f a shield thrown over them, a6nd
the persecution limitedl to A m'ore
change in tlieir tite fi-ox the idsol-
-diers of the Temple," te the "1Soldiers
cf Chris3t." ' I Arragon, they tocak
refuge for a time ini their fortresses,
from wlience they dictated a pressing
remcnstrance to the Pope, indig-
nantly repelling tlie accusations
brought against them, and ilnploring
perinission te maintain their inno-
cence with their lances, according to
the custom- of knighthood and the,
trnes. This appeal, it need scarcely
be said, was made in vain. James
the secoud of A.rragon, in compli-
ance with the Pnntiff's instructions,
stormed their strongholds; and, ex -
cept in France, there was no country
in Europe where the edict of ex.tinc-
tion was more scrupulously obeyed.*~

Vicions and unprinoipled men may
occasionally have fond admission
into the Ortler; but in so vast an
association, it would have been much
more surprising if every postulant
hgd been- strictly pions ana virtut- as.
The recantation ana dying testimonyi
of Jacques dle Molai reduce their. con- 1
fession' on the rack and at the stake i
to fai8ities, subscribed to avert tor-
ture and death; and it is a fact not to
be lightiy passed over, that thoa major
part of their admissions related to
charges which were most improbable
and preposterous. They admitted,
for instance, that the devil, in the
guise of a cat, assembled at their
conclaves-which, unfort-unately for
them, as respected this investigation,

* None of the other mliiitary orders ev,ýr ai-
tained, in England, the warne erninenct as the
Texuplars. TýieY enjoyed immense estates la

veypovince of that kingdaom and the
Pro fLondon bat In Parliameta is

Baron of the Realin. Thoe nuinber of Knlghts
imiprisoned in the B3ritish Isies, durlug the
perceution, ivas about twvo hundred an(] fi fty;
and illiami de la More, the Grand Prier of
England, rnantained, ivith neariy as inuch
dlgnlt% as Jaicqiies de Molai, the innoeence of
lie Order. Th3 number of K) ilghts Temp1ar
n Christendom, at the trne of the diç;.olti-
Ion of the Ordor, ivas about fifteen, thousand.

weee held, in secret, and by niglit; but
no0 T0rnpIar cox1tqsseà thab hg had.
abj nred Chirist, or .solIthe EIoly LI4n4,
Theix true crime, m the eyeg of
Philip, .was3 tliei'r weWith; and tbo
pretpnoe. and arroganace it engendered
acoelerâteà their downfall.

could hle ha ve deapoileal thlnp of
their possessions, without impugning
their principles, not one helmaed
head would have fi4len; but so puis.
sant týud venerated over Europe was
the Order, that he kz&ew the honey
was not to be corne at until lie burn-
ed the 4.ees out. Their fatal ei-core
were lapsing into slothful ana luxur.
ions habits at'ter the lo's of the Uoly
Land, ana induIging in ease in thoir
Furopean preceptories, whule the
Knights of St. John, their rýivais in
chivairous enterpr8se, swept the Le-
vant with their war galleys, and
clairued the admniration of Europe, by
their s trnggles to re-establish them-
selves in permanent sovereignty on
the Asiatic coast. Had the ilospital-.ý
lers also taken refuge iai their cis-
marine Commanderies, one or the
other of the, rapacioug monarcha of
Christendom would'have held it an
equally laudable undertaking to effeoit
their extirpation. The fitirce zeal
which had crowded Palestine with
palmers and crus3aders for so many
years was queriched forever; and the
Princes of the West were prepared to
regard the military Orders as the
broken tools of papal supremacy,
which, the father of the Christian
world was imperatively calledl upon
to throw away.

The persecution of the Templars,
and the spoliation of their posses-
sions, annihilated the Ortler as a
political body; but its suppression as
a confraternity was not entirely ac-
complished'. Jacques de Molai, anti-
cipating martyrdom, named a suc-
cessor to the Grand Mastership, and
the succession lias been niaintained
regularly and urinterruptedly to the'
present day, as the archives of the
Order, preserved at Paris, along with
the sea, the standards and other


