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tation tax te Convent General, wliich in
Canada had ahways been looked upon as a
very unnecessary one te impose npen us;
but, it is te, be feared the result of the.coin-
promise 'wiLl be te establieli tbr .eè separqie
systems, whioh in Lime 'wil become more
and more dissimilar, eand thus deteat the
object et the Union.

The root ef the failure lay ini the Con-
vent General. To assemble a Convent
General annnally anywhere, was unnecea-
sary, and the idea, howevor specieus, ot
meeting in London and Dublin altemnately,
ended in a collapse et the whole system.
The meetings et Convent Genemal should
nover have been lxed Mt ail, but summon-
ed ivhen rcquired by the Grand Master;
and i am happy te say that thie lias new
been decided upon.

Our representative at the Great Priery et
England, 'V. E. :Frater Emra Holmes, in-
forme me officiaily that hoelias ascertained
that the meetings for the future, et Convent
General, reet upon the ipae dixit of our Royal
Grand Master alone.

To my mind there cannot be a doubt that
the revised systeni, by reverting te, firet
principles, ie calculated te raise the statue
ana dignity et the Templar Order in the
:British Dominions, as cor.-ectly represent-
ing the once celebrated Chivalric Order
from which it derived ite namne; whilst the
attempte te continue it as a more fanciful
dcgree et Masonic invention, is preposter-
eus, having noither hietoricai facte nor
fruth te reccý mend it.

The lack t nterest ehciwn in the histery
uf the Ordle., ..; principslly the cause et the
ignorance that prevails, se few Brethren
wMI taire the trouble te, read and study the
Bubject, taking things juet as thoy found
theni, ana thinlring nething more about the

THE DIRECT DESCENT THEORY.
My views with respect te the enigin et

the Templar Order and ite connection with
:Freemaeonry, have been consîderably modi-
fied; hewever, it is the privilege et everyone
te change hie views as new sources et infor-
mnation are brought te hie knowledge. 1
cannot agree with the learned author et a
IlConcise History of the T1emplar Order,"
whe doe net thinir the Ancient Order ever

found, any shelter in the Masonlo body, lie.
holds that Masonry as a epeoulative inatter
did not'exiet ni til the time of Elias Aeh-
mole, at- the uomrmencemeùt of the last
century.

Therejis very littlb doubt that during the
earS' days of the Templar Order, ýwhen ini
the zenith et their power and wealth, a
connection did exist betwee, the two
bodies. Those warrior Monks, 'çlien as-
sisting at the erection of the magnificent
Churohes and Cathedrals that stili remain,
and oonstruoting their bouses and Precep-
tories, employed.the Fraternity of Freema-
sons ekiiledl in Elclesiastical architecture,
not the mere builders ot walls or stone
masons, but the scientlfi leaders of the
Craft, many of whom were of higli rank
and great learning, and 'whose chief patrons
were the erder et flenedlictine Monirs, who
had aqso drawn up the Rur.n for the Temp-
lare, f3his affinity between them probably
tended te promote a feeling ef eympathy at
the time et the ýpersecution et the Templar
Ordor, when ite niembers denQunced ana
dispersed souglit refuge and conceainent
ameng6t those they had at one. tiiËie eim-
ployed in thoir service. Aithougli the
ruies et the Order required the Xnights ta
be of noble birth, men et ail professions
and ranke et society were te be found, who
had ailied themBelves te the Ordor, either
by affiliation, or by joining the class et
IlFreres Servientes," sncb as the Squires,.
Mer -at-Arms, Artisans, &o., &c., te, whoin
in co nion with the Xnights, the confisca-
tion :>f the proporty of the Ordor had
brou,4it utter muin and desolation.

The Masonie Fraternity, ne doubt, were
glad and prend te assist men who had be-
longed te, an Order se fanious as the Temp-
lars, and who were stili capable and anxious
te rendej: themselves usetul te the secret
Fraternity of Buildors, whose intorceurse
(froin thoir -wandering lite) with people et
varions nations, views, and beliets, disposed
them, te offer shelter te, a body ot men per-
secuted for the more liberal opinions they
had entertained ini advance et the age.

By this connection of the Templgrs viitl.r
the siiled architecte and workmen et the
Masonie Eraternity, who wero patronized
anadconstantly employed in the architectral


