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EMBLEMB 0F THE TIRD DEGREE AMPLIFIED.

ROBERT bMACOY, NEW, YORK.

Tim. THREE STEps.-The Sun riseg,
in the East to open the day with a
mild and genial influence, and ail Na-
ture rejoices i the appearance of his
beanis. H1e gains his meridian i the
South, and shines with full strength
upon the earth, invigorating animate
ana inanirmate niatter with the per-
fection of hie ripening qualities. Wt
declining strength he sets in the west
to close the day, leaving rnanhiind at
reet froni their accumulated and ai-
versified labore. This ie an appropri-
ate type of the three most prominent
stages in the Mie of MN-infa.iicy,
31anhoodt, and Age. The fret stage is
oharacterized by the blueli of inno-
cence, pure as the tints which gild
the eastern portais of the day. The
heart rejoices i the unsuspecting in-
tegrity of ite own unbleniehecI virtue,
nor fears deceit, because it knosvs no
guile. manhood succeeds ; the ripen-.
ing itellec.t arrives at the ineridian
of its power, and either conveys blees-
ings or ourses on alwithin the sphere
of its influence. Hie etrength decays
at the approach of old age, his sun is
setting in the West, and, enfeebled
by s9ickness or bodily lnfirmlty, death
tbroatens to close his varlegatedl day,
ana hiappy le lie if the setting spien-
dor of bis sun gild hie departing mo-
ments 'wlth the gentle tinte of Hope,

and close hie short career ln peace,
harmony, and brotherly love. The
Three Steps are also symbolical of
the three stages of human progrees.
It je one of the most striking proofs
of the infinite benevolence of the
Deity, that he has created man ignor-
ant, but witii an unlimited capacity
to learn, thereby placing wlthin bis.
reach those subliir enjoyments ana
enduring and satisfying pleasures
which arise from. the constant acquisi-
tion of knowledge. Man's nature is so.
constitutedl that bis happinees con-
siste in unceasing acquisition ana
perpetual progrese. Twenty-five cen-
turies ago, a figu=e, clothed in mail
and wearing a regal crown, was seen
one niorning standing on the Western
ehore of the Indian Ocean, gaziug
'with intense longingacrose the inighty
waste of waters, as if questioning
whether in those unknown epaces
there inighL not be other continents-
the homes of powerful nations. That
figure was the world's conqueror-
Alexander the Great. 11e beat his.
breast in agony, and wept thaï no-
thing remaine to be acquired. Here
is a remarkable picture of the wretohed
and iniserable creature man 'çvould be,
should lie find a limit to bis advance-
ment, or arrlving at a perlod when
rnothing would remain for hlm toý


