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Sut at the sound of the piteous crv, the
main had sprung to his feet, torn the >ushes
a',un'tr, and seen the little struggling forin in
thie water.

Margie was soon lying white and breatless
tnder the trce vlere the man had been sleep-
ing. He had wrapped lis old coat about her,
and was kneeling chafing the little cold hands,
and looking at lier very anxiously and tenderly.

"Just such a one as my Dottie was wlien I
left then," lie was saving to hiiself. "Poor
Mlidget, 'twas she left the food for nie." lie
felt the little leart beating under his band, but
it was sonie time hefore the larIge brown oves
opened wide, and looked into his face.

" Dont be scared, little one," lie said, "vou're
all right. Feil in the water, eh? Now %au tell
mie where to go and l'Il carry %.ou hione. Thev
oughtn't to let you go wandering alone like
this."

"You got me out, didn't y ou?" said Margie,
"l'I glad! granny cati never say that the
tranips are ail a bad lot. I'mlî better now.
Did you like your lunch! 1 lft it for vou."

"Bless your heart, yes," said the mla, it
was eleganiit."

"Vou look very kind. Have you any littie
girls of your own ? "

"Yes, my pretty. l'Il tell vou about 'em as
we go along. Now whih is the wav?

ie lifted the child very tenderiv, and fol-
lowing her directions took the way to the
ranch-house.

Mrs. Goodwin had just begun to feel a little
worried about lier grandclhild. She reien-
bered that Sprinîg always followed the wagon,
.and she lad left her work two or three times
and gone round the bouse looking for Mlargie.
Shte vas just about setting out in search of lier,
whîei she perceived the tali figure of the
"tramîp" in the distance, carrving-could it
be the child?

The woman's ieart stood still with fear for
.a moment, lier knees shook. Wiat iad hap-
pened to the child ? She remnembered lier con-
stant harshness to these wayfarers, the refusai
to give them even a meal- was it possible
that thev had thought of sonie dreadful wav
of revenging tlenselves ! Thinking as women
somîetines do of the nost dreadfui possibilities,
she could scarcely keep herself fron shrieking
with fear. She could not walk, but sat down
trembling, on the steps of the porcli. With a
feeling of relief impossible to describe, she
lieard the little voice of her grandchild, fainter
than usuial, but sweet and joyous.

" It's ail right granny, I'm not hurt, but I'd
a been drownîed only this kind tramp got me
out."

Mirs. Goodwin's strengtl had coie back,
and she stood with outstretched aris w'hile
the man laid his little burden witihin theni.

SYon niust be kind to himii granny, for lie
saved nie. He's got littile girls of his own, way
off iii Colorado."

I l'n grateful to you," said "l grannîiy " look-
ing into the man's face, while site clasped the
child close, "l rest you, while I put lier in bed."

"lou'd best not let lier speak too muuuch,"
said the man, "' sle's kind of weak. Good bye
mv pretty, I guess l'Il be going. My things
are kinder damp, and 'he sun vill dry 'eii."

"No, io," said :.largie anxiously, "lie
iiustn't go, granny, tili grandl'atiier coies
lioiiie."

l Wait a few monticus," said the woiîan,
"'l'Il be back directlv."

When Margie was lyinîg warni and dry in
lier little nest, gratinny quickly looked up sonie
clot'aing of lier hiusband's, so iiuchi better thai
the worn, discolored clothes whiclh the man
had been wearing, that wien lie reappeared,
after having exclanged then, Mrs. Goodwii
lad to acknowledge to ierelf that lie was a
weil-looking, ' decent ap; e.tring" milai.

Slhe asked him where lie 'as goig, and lie
told lier his sad story verv brielly. He had
worked at lis trade of c .rpenter, at Denver,
and was conifortably o.1T, but hîad been induced
by a friend to try hik fortune in a new gold
mine iii Arizona. HIe iad ieft his wife and
little ones, and started off to muake ail their
fortunes. But the mine prevd a failure, lie
feli in with unpriicipled reople, who robbed
himîî of the nioney lie hiad ; lie was takein ill,
and lay for weeks betveen life and death, and
having slowly recovered, h:îd sat out to imîake
the journey back to his family on foot. lie
was Ilost aixious to work, hie said, but it
scemed so hard to n ike people believe so.

Soie days lie iad been near starvation,
but lhe had managed to struggle along so far.

Just then graidfater camlie back, Spriiig,
dusty and tired, trotting after. Tle farner
came in looking tired and cross himself, lie liad
failed to find the men lie lad been looking for
to lelp himîî.

In a few minutes lis wife lad explained the
presence of the stranger in the kitcheti. Mr.
Goodwin lad thanked hiii in a few, words, had
gone in to have a peep at Margie, and came
back after a while with a iew expression on
lis face.

" l'il tell you wimat." lie said to the stranger,
"if you feellike stopping to help me on the
ranch for a while, you mîîay try it. 'il pay
you vhiat you're worth, anîd you cati make
enoughi to take you home."

The man agreed thankfully, and within a
mîonth lad rendered hiiself so indispensable
that his employer made the proposition that
he should put up a cottage on the ranch, and
send for his wife and children.

Margie, whom a few days' care and quiet


