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devoted to her family. Her home indieated o degree of taste and a
love of beauty, exceptionnl in the wild settlement in which she
lived, and, judging from her early death, it is probable that she
was of a physique less hardy than that of must of these by whom
she was surrounded. But, in spite of this, she had been reared
where the very means of existence were to be ubtained but by a
constant struggle, and she had learned to use the ritle as well as
the distaff, the cards, and the spinning wheel.  She conld not unly
kill the wild game of the Woods, but she conld also dress it, make
of the skins clothes for her family, aud prepave the flesh for food.
Here was a strong, self-reliant spicit, which commanded the
respect a8 well as the love of the ragged people among whom she
lived.

“ His mother’s death made an imprescion on the mind of the
son as lasting as life.  She had found time amidst her weary toil
and tho hard struggle of her busy life, not unly to teach him
to read and to write, but to impress incffaceably upon him that love
of truth and justice, that perfect integrity and reverence for God,
for which he was noted all his life.  These virtues were ever assu:
ciated in his mind with the st tender love and respect for his
mother. ‘Al L 4 Tam, or hope to by,” he said, *1 owe to my
angel motner.”” *  * X

“ The common free schools vhich now so closely follow the heels

superior in knowledge to all around him, he was at the same time
an expert in the use of every implement of agriculture and wood-
craft.  As an axman he was unequaled. He grew up strong in
body, healthiul in mind, with no bad habits, no stain of intemper-
ance, profanity or vice.  He used neithor tobacco norintexicating
drinks, and, thus living, he grew to be six feet four inches high,
and a giant in strength,  In all athletic sports he had no equal.
His comrades say, ‘he could strike the hardest blow with ax or
maul, jumnp higher and further, run faster than any of his fellows,
and there was no one, far or near, who could lay him on his
back.”” % * ¥

¢ One day there came intocamp a poor, old, hungry Indian. He
had in his possession General Cass’s “safe-conduct® and certificate
of friendship for the whites. But this he did not at first show, and
thesoldiers, suspecting him to bea spy, and exasperated by the late
Indian barbarities, with the recent hurrible murder by the Indians
of some women and children still fresh in their minds, were about
to kill him. DMany of these soldiers were Kentuckians, with the
hereditary Indian hatred, and some, like their eaptain, could recall
the murder by the red men of sume ancestor, or other imnember of
their uwn famiites. In a frenzy of excitement and bhind rage, they
believed, or affected to believe, that the ¢ safe-conduct’ of the old
Indian, which was now produced, was a forgery, and they were

of the pioncer and settler in the western purtivus of the Republic, appruaching the old savage, with mushets cocked, to dispatch him,

had not then reached Indiana. An itinerant teacher sumetimes
‘straggled’ into o settlement, and if he conld teach ‘readin,’
writin®, and cipherin’ to the ruleof three,’ he was deemed qualified
to set up a schnol.  With teachers thus qualilied, Lincoln attended
school at different times ; in all, about twelve months.  An
anecdote is tuld of an incident occurring at une of the schouls
which indicates his kindness and his readiness of invention. A
poor, diflident girl, who spelled definile with a ¥, was threatened
and frightened by the rude teacher. Lincoln, with a significant
Yook, putting one of his leng fingers to his cye, enabled her to
change the letter i time to escape punishment. He carly mani.
fested thé most cager desite to learn.  He asquired huonledge
with great facility.
everything he had ance acqnired was always at his command.

“ Young Abraham boirowed of the neighbours and read every
book hie could hear of in the settlement within a wide ciresit.  If

when Lincoln rushed forward, knocked up ther weapons, and,
sthnding in front of the victim, in a determined voice ordered them
not to fire, declaring that the Indian should not be killed. The
mob, their passiuns fully roused, were not so easily to be restrained.
Lincoln stvod for a moment between the Indian and a dozen
muskets, and for a few seconds it scemed doubtful whether both
would not be shot down. After a pause, the militia reluctantly,
and like bulldogs leaving their proy, lowered their weapons and
sullenly turned away. Bill Green, an old comrde, said, ¢ I never |,
in all my life saw Liucoln so roused before.” *  * %

“On one oceasivn when Lincoln was present, Taylor, in the
midst of a most violent harangue against the Wiig anstocrats,

What he learned he learned thoroughly, and | made a gesture so forcibly that he tore the buttons off his vast, and

the whole magnificence of his ruffles, watch-chain, seals, ctc., burst
forth, fully expased. Taylor paused in cibareassment. Lincoln,
stepping to the front and turning to Taylor, pointed to hus ruffles,

by chance he heard of a buoh that hie had not sead, he would walk | and exclaimed, * Behold the hard-fisted Democrat ¢ Look, gentle-
many miles to borrow it.  Amony other volumes, he borrowed of | mnen, at this specimen of the bone and sinew. And here, gentle-
one Crawford, Weem's * Life of Washuuton”  Reading it with the, men,’ said he, laying his great beuy hand, bronzed with work, on
areatest cagerness, he touk it to bed with him, in the loft of the his ewn heart, ‘here, at your service'—bowing—*here is your
cabin, read on until his nubbin of tallow caudle had barned out ,, aristocrat ! Here is one of your silk-stocking gentry J'—spreading
then he placed the book between the logs of the cabin, that it,might'-l out his hands.  *Yes, I suppose,’ continued he, *I, according to
be at hand as soon as there was light cnongh in the morning to | my friend Tagylor, am a bloated aristocrat.” The contrast was
cnable him toread.  But during the nighta violent min came on, | irresistibly ludicrous, and the crowd burst into shouts of laughter
and he awoke to find his book wet through and threugh. Drying}aml uproar. In this campaign the reputation of Lincoln as a
it as well as ho could, he went to Crawfurd and told him of the | speaker was established, and ever afterwards he was recognized as
mishap, and, as he had ne money to pay for it, offered to work out | one of the great omtors of the State.”
the value of the injured \'ulumc'. Crawfound tixed the price at threo HALF A MILLION FOR A PAIR OF BOOTS.
days’ work, and tl.e future President pulled com three days, and _—
thus becune the vwnerof the fascinating bouk. He theughe the, A Southern paper gives an amusing illustration of the value of
Iabour well invested.  He read, over and over again, tlis gmp]uc‘ Counfederate money in war times :
and enthusiastic skcteh of Washington's career, and no boy cverj In the Iast fow weeks of the war a confederate, serving uuder
2urned over tho pages of Cooper's * Leather-Stucking Tales' with j Lee, wrote home to his father that ho was almost bare-footod, and
moro intense delight than that with which Lanceln read of the ex., completely discouraged.  As soun as tho old man recerved tho
pluits and adventures and vitucs of this American hero.  Follow- | letter he mounted lis wule and set off at agallop, but was zoon
ing his plough in breaking the p airie, he pondered over the story ¢ halted by an acquaintauce. who called out :
of Washingten, and longed to imutate him,” * & % “ Hello ! Has there been another fight

* Living thus on the extreme frontier, mingling with the rude,|  *“ Not as I've heard of 5 but I've got a letter from Cyrus.”
hard-working, simple, honest ackwoodsmen, while ho soon becamo} ¢ What does Cyrus say 1
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