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tho Model Sl sl It is the fault of \ho seanty trannng the svs-
tem, as established, provides for them, It will bo intorusting to
examine this matter of Model School training more clesoly. Whena
candidate has secured o non-professional certificate, of the seconu
or third class, he cuters & Model School, not for a three jears:
courzo of prof. sonal traimng as was recommended by the resolu-
tion abcio quoted, buw for u three montis’ course. During that
brief time the Principal of the Model School delivers to the student.
in treininy, three courses of lectures—twenty-eight on education,
ten on scaool law, and eighteen on hygiene—-or fifty-six lectures
mall. n addition to these the student receives lessons 1n music,
drawing, and drill or calisthenics; he is mso expected t+ review
his non-professional work in composition, granumar, anthmetic and
literature. In addition to all this, the most important part of his
three months’ course, that of learning to teach, has to berandwiched
in. He gives an average of thirty lessons to the pupils of the school,
under the supervision of tho Principal or his asstants.  As the last
seven weeks of the course are prescribed for chis work, hr wmust
give at least four lessons n week, and since he is expeeted to make
a thorough preparation for each lesson Leforeimud, he mwust surely
find that the work of preparing for his non-professional certificate
was small compared to the onormous amount required of him dur-
ing his short Model School term.  The only person whose labor can
compare with his own, is that of the Principal. With these facts
before us it is vain o think that cram ends with the non-profess.
ional course. It must be as rife in the Model School as it was in
the High School. The students in training, however, have thig
crumb of comfort that there is much more certainty about their
success, for while over fifty per cent. of those who write for the
non-professional certificates fail, not more than six per cent. of the
students in training, who write for third-class professional certifi-
cates aro rejected. At the end of this hurried thirteeti weeks'
course, ninety-four per cent. of our students In training, stand
forthas full fledged teachers, empowered by their certificates to take
charge of any Public School in the country. In fact the Model
School is supposed to do as much in thirteen weeks for them, as is
done for pupil teachers in England, by a four years’ course of train.
ing. While with us, a medical student has to go through a four
years' course to minister to the wants of the body, and a theological
student has t7 go through a similar course to minister to our
spiritual wants. a student i training at our Model Schools is
expected to acquire the knowledge and #kill necessary to develop
the mind and character of the young in thirteen weeks. The rudest
of handicrafts requires a longer apprenticeship than this. It would
need more time to learn to handle a spade, to wield a hamnmer or
trowel, or to run a sewing machine, The time is not long enough
for a student to learn, I will not say to present a subject beforo a
class, but to present himself before one. Can we wonder that there
are complaints among inspectors about the crude nature of the work
done by these young people when they are put in charge of schools.
Of course at first their efforts muat be, to a lurge extent empirica}
in the most delicate and responsible task that can be entrusted to
any huinan being—that of developing the lineazaents of the divine
image that we are all made in. To make matters worse, these
third-class teachers receive their so-called -rofessional training in
graded achools, and when they go to teach, in at least three cases
out of four, they are placed in charge of ungraded schools, where
they have classes from the alphabet to the Fourth Book. To
a teacher expericnced in the werk of an ungraded school, the task
of taking chrrge of a new school is difficult enough. What then
must it be to a young person wholsy inexperionced in that kind of
work ? Only thuse who have passed through the bitter ordeal can
give the answer, And what must be the result to the pupils 7 Lioss

of time, the formation of careless and 1dle habits, lnzaty of discip-
livg, and in mauy instances disregmd of properly constituted
authority.

I tenst 1 have smd enough to show that our ottorts to secuve »
proper cvurse of prefessionsl trainmg should not bo relaxed. In
Eingland, I havo said, a pupil teachor hasa four years’ course. Ho
begins at the ngo of fourteon as an apprenttce m a school under &
wurtiticated master, and carries on his professional and non-profess-
rona! work together. 1D improvement m goneral and professiounl
knowledgo is tested by frequent examinations, the questions for
which are prepared under the authority of the Education Dopart-
ment, At the end of his time as a pupil teacher, ho pueses an
exanination for entrance to a training college, where ho has a two
years’ professional course, after which, if ne hns made fair use of
lus opportunities, and shown reasonable aptitude, i:c is supposed to
be completely fitted to undertake the duties of a teacher. I do not
thmk it pussiblo for us to have a plan like this in Ontario ; nor, if
1t were possible, do 1 think it would be in all points desirable. Wo
bave a decrded advaniage in getting students who have finished most
of their non-professional work before their professional training
begins. They are thus en.bled to l'cnm‘ in n shorter time their
professional work. A ¢ wo years’ course in conaiection with a-Model
School should be ampie for that, I fear, Liowever, that the meagre
salaries paid to teachers, and tho present state of opinion in‘the
couatry, would not justify so long a caurse of Model School train-
ing. It might then, fod the present, be limited to one year. The
first part of that year should be spent in the Model School, doing
work of a similar charucter to that at present, but less in quantity.
After a short Model School term, the students should be distributed
under the inspector’s direction among the various schools of the
district in which the Model School is situated. Ho would, of
course, assign the students to thoso schools where they could best
learn to teach.,

In these schools under the eye of competent masters and mis-
tresses, the students would LEARN TO TEACH, as they can only learn
by teaching. And they would do so under the most favurable cir-
cumatances, having in cach case a responsible person, and one who
is interested in the work, to guide and assist them, and observe what
they did with a friendly, though critical, eye. ‘The work should be
wade as easy as possible for the student at first, for I believe with
John Stuart Mill, that *Tt holds universally true, that the only
mode of learning to do anything, is actually doing scmething of the
same kind under easier circumstances.” The inspector should have
the power to move the students from one school to another at the
end of a certain time, if ho thought the varied experience would
benefit them. Thut they should not lose sight of the science «hile
they are Jearning the art of teaching, they should assemble say once
a month at the Model School, to review their work and recvive
lectures on the subjects prescribed for their course. I have already
spoken of the excessive amount of work thrown upon the Principal
of the Model School. This he should be relieved of, 8o far at least
as the lectures on educativn are concerned. These should be
assigned to the inspector, whose wider experience in the Qistrict
renders him better able to deal with thosubject practically, in regard
to such matters us achool organization, schoul management, methods
«f discipline, and methods of teaching. As most of the students in
training when they enter the Midel School, have reached an ageat
which in many other occupations, they woald be bread-winners, I
think that somo remuneration should bo given to them during the
tuno they arc acting as assistants in the schouls of the district.
Pupil teachers in England are paid from the time they begin their
apprenticeship. In Londun, for instance, boys receive salurics
ranging from ono dollar aud threo quarters a week the firat year, to



