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At A-
ret atile when it is so difficult to obtain sufficient

Oure Ileet the provincial expenditure, it is possible

it, but stion may not meet with the favor we wish for

IIig t1is doLs lot affect our plea against unduly press-
Pon the wage--earniiig miner.

wh dePlorable accident at Rossland the other day,
so several Illiners lost their lives, would indicate that

e etter provisions should be insisted upon by the

Worki ent for the preservation of men's lives wlhile
allh8ine the quartz mines. Ii the case to which we
but WOwuld seem to have arisen from carelessness,
to appears to us that mine owners should be obliged

pre certaii rules and to rigidly enforce them for the
e n of accidents.

Miliirig.
tak t s often necessarily dangerous. and men then

ttheir lives in their hands when following it, but the
Ptiore of certain set rules miglit, if insisted upon,

life Carelessness, which too frequîently causes loss of
1sl miatter is worthy of attention.

t the 1olding of leases by the mere payment of money
the i koveriment is a systeni which is leading to
l'he ?g up of imuch good mining land by speculators.
Presee should in each case, be made to do the im-

eiele t Work, as required by law, or forfeit his lease.mileso
t 0f country are staked off by men who can afford

e athe (overnmnent fee, but who will not improve
Se PertY, their object being mnerely to hold it on
Price t Until a buyer comies along who will pay the

they want.

nf ri retarding development in the country. Miles
44ner ieases for dredging purposes, have also been
tilt P nd are nîot being worked. Ii collecting rev-

tre erieases, the Governmîent should see that the
~ Payil ent of the noney is not allowed to stand as
th <e for shirking development work, or one of

n ýays there will be a general outcry against the

1 sratsten. which will bring discredit upon the ad-
ý'rton of affairs.

Shoubere a Man places improvemients upon his lease, heCil be 1eased b entitled to either a crown grant or be recom-

SCierabl or his outlay. Often a man after spending con-

that h e "lOey, is obliged to abandon his lease, and all

heie has expended is lost. His successor derives the
Shollbe his does not seei just, and sone provision

e Made to protect men froin such losses.

the
o 0teiav and other mining districts of British

oftei ha, there is a class of mei who endure toil and
tre ardships in their efforts to discover the hidden

e re- They are the pioneer prospectors, and without
noilr inieral wealth would remain hidden. They

th hlave their reward, but it too often happens that
aCe such an extravagant value on their findings,

that it frightens capital away. This not only prevents

the prospector from realizing a return for his labour,

but it tends to retard active development.

The wise thing for the prospector to do is to place a

fair valuation on his claim in the first instance; a valua-

tion which will bear inspection, and the result in the

end will be to his advantage. On the other hand, capi-

talists should not haggle over a fair price when a really

good proposition is laid before them.

The chief difficulty in the way of smnooth dealing be-

tween owners of mininlg property and capitalists often

lies in the fact that a middle man is interested. Either

lie has secured a bond or lie is acting as agent, and his

percentage of commission which, sonetines is extrava-

gant, blocks the way. Capitalists are wise who employ

their own trusted men in treating for the purchase of

mines, and prospectors or the owners of mnining property

will do well to consider carefully before placing thîem-

selves in the bands of agents or middle Men. There

are good men to be found and there are others who are

unscrupulous. It is not difficult by proper enquiry to

know whoi to trust.

Victoria and Vancouver each has a stock exchange.

An institution of this kind can do much good. If

conducted imerely for gambling in stocks it will do

harmn. In listing shares, the greatest care should

be taken by the conimittee appointed ýor the purpose, to

examine carefully into the condition of the companies

applying. in order to see that no bogus conîcerns are

foisted upon the public. If this is thoroughly attenmded

to, the Stock Exchange will become of real benefit to

the investor. We have at present a super-abundalce of

mining companies, a numiber of which are îlot enîtitled

to public confidence. A weeding out is necessary and

the Stock Exchange, if properly managed, will be a

goo(l iediuil in that direction.

The Columbia & Westerni Railway is a project whiich
deserves encouragement. It will give an ipetus to de-

velopment in the southern part of Kootenay adu afford

an outlet for the mîines which they need. Lt ill place

a rich agricultural part of the Province in direct con-

nection withî the miniiiing country of Kootenay and wili
also cause much of the minerai wealth of the Province
to remain in British Columbia instead of flowing into
the United States. But it seemls to us that the time
asked for in which to complete the line is longer than
necessary.

The proioters are asking as much time to build a
road of less than 200 miles as it took the Canadian

Pacific Railway to comIplete their transcontinental ine.

Long before the end of the next six years the mining

country in Southern Kootenay will be in an advanced

state of development and the traffic probably enough for


