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ICE HOUSEL.

Among the useful and convenient appendages
to the fanm and courtry family establishment. is
the ice-hense,  Diflerent from  the  geveral
opiion which prevaited before ice became
so impertant an  aricle of commeree, a_n(l
of home consumption, the builcing which centains
it should stand above-ground, instead of below it
And the plainer and more simple it can be con-
structed, the better,

The rosition ofthe ice-house may be that which
is moust couverient to the dwelling, or to the
wants of those who use it. [t it cun be placed
beneath the shade of trees, it will so far be re-
heved from the intluence ot the sun ; but it shouid
be so constiucted that sunshine will not atfect the
ice withiu it, even if it stand unsheltered ; and as
it has, by the ice-merchaants of our eastern cities,
who put up large quantities for exportation abyoad
and others in the interior, who furnish ice in quan-
tity for huine consumption, been proved. 10 be al-
gethet the botter plan to build the ice-house
elﬁirely above avound,, we shall preseut no other
mode of coustruction than this.  Mr. Allen i
his recent wortk on Rural Avchitectme states
that five years’ experience with one of our own
building, has coufitmed his opinion of the supe-
tiority of tins over any other plan which may be
adop.ed.

The design here presented is of the most
economical hind, yet sufiiciently ammamental to
make it an agieeable appemdage to any family
eslablistnent.
~less tiam that would be too small for keeping
ice well—aud trom that up to any required ex-

feet wide, and six and a half feet high, and board

up the inner partition sides of this opening, so as

to form a door-casing on each side, that the space

tetween the two hues of posts iy be a conunu-
"ous box all round.  Then fill np tus space be-
. tween the posts with moist tan-baik, or saw-dust,
| well packed from the ground up to tae plates;
cand the body of the house is inclosed, sau-proof,
at.d air-piool, to guard the ice.

Now lay down inside the buiiding, some sticks
—not murh matter what, so tnat they be level—
and on them lay loose plauks or boards, fora
tloor. Cover this floor with a coating ol stiaw, a
foot thick, aund it is ready to receive the ice.

For the oof, tuke common 3—4 joists, as raft-
ers; or, in place of them, poles from e woods,
long enough, iu a pitch of fall 35° fivm a hori-
zoutal line, to carry the rvof at least four feet
over the outside of the plates, anu secure the
rafters well, by pins or spikes, to them.  Then
board over and shingle it, leaving a small aper-
e at the top, throngh which run a small pipe,
say eight fuches in diameter—a stove-crock will
do--for a ventilator.  Then set in, 4 little posts,
say two feet bigh—as in the desigu—torow a hitle
four-sided, pointed cap on the tup o these posts,
amd the ool is done.  If you waut to ornanent
the under side of the voof, inatude way—and-we
would advise it—take some picces of 3—4 scant-
ling, such as were used for the rool, it the posts

f are of sawed stuff—if not, rough limbs of trees
trom the wouds, to watch the vough posis of the
!siume kind, and fasten them to the posts and the
The size may be 12 feet squine | under side of the roofy, by way ot brackets as

shown in the desizn,
\When the ice s pat into the house, a close

tent. The idea here given is simply the princi- ’ flour of boards sheuld be laid on joists, which rest
ple of coustiuetion.  The posts should be full Lon the plates, lovsely, so that this tlour can be
eight feet high above the ground, to where the | reinoved whes putting in ice, and that covered
plate of the roof is attached, aud built thus: ¢ ve or six inclies deep with tan, er saw dust—

Mark out your grount the size you require for | suaw will do, if the other cannot be had—and the
- the house 5 then, commeuncing at one coruer, dig | inside amangement is complete.  Two Jvors

opposite each other, a double set of holes, one
- foot deep, and two-and-a-half feet apart, on each
side of tue iateaded buildiug, say thiee feet equi-
~ distani, so that when the posts stand up they will
present a double set, oue arad a half feet apait.
Theu set in your posts, which should be of oak
chesnut, or some lasting wood, and pack the
carth firmaly around them.  Ifthe posts are sawed,
they may be 4—b6 inches in size, set edgeways
towards each other.  If not sawed, they may be
round sticks cut from the wonds, or split from the
body of 2 tree, quartered—but sizable, so asto
appear decent—and the insides facing each other
asthey stand up, lined to a surface o veceive the
panking. Of course, when the posts are set in
the ground, they are to show a square form, or
- skeleton of what the building is to be when com-
pleied.  Whea this is done, square uif the top of
each post to a level, all round ; then frame, or
gpike on to each line of posts a plate, say six in-
ches wide, aud four 1o six inches deep, and stay
the two plates tozether strongly, so as to form a
double frame.  Now, plank, or board up closely
the nside of each liue of posts, that the space
between them shall be a faic surface.  Cut out,
of leave out a space for a door in the sentre of the
tide whete you want t, two and a halfor three

| opening oat.
"be placed at the top of the ice, when putin, soas to

shounld be attached to the opening, where the ice
is put in and taken out; one on the inuer side of
the living, and the other on the outer side, both
Tan, saw-dust, o1 stiaw should also

keep the air from it as much as possible ; and as
the ice is removed, it will settle dowa upon it,
and stiil preserve it.  Care must be taken to have
a drain under the floor of the house, to pass ofi the
water which melts from the ice, as 1t would, if
standing there, injure its keeping.

It will be seen, that, by an error in the cat ot
the ground plan, the inside Jine of pusts does not
show, as 1u the outer hne, whicn they stiould do 3
nor is the outside door inserted, as is shown iu the
clevation. These defects, however, will be rec-
tified by the builder.

We bave given considerable thought to this
subject, and can devise no shape to the building
more appropriate thau this, uor one cheaper in
construction. It may be built for fifiy to a hun-
dred dollars, according to the cost of material and
Jabor, and the degree of linish given to it.

It is bardly worth while to expatiate upon the
convenience and economy of an ice-house, to an
American. Those who love well-kept meats,

fruits, butter, milk, and various etceteras for the



