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ENHNOGRAPHY OF THE HIDATSA ENDIANS,.~.

L dans shows that they knew how to make glass beads; and-
‘ there is no doubt that the process employed in 1804 was
essentmlly the same as that employed to-day. The fgllowing
is the account of this given by Lewis and Clarke:—*“A Mr. Gar-
row, a Frenchman, who has resided a long time gmong the
Ricaras and Mandans, explaiped to us the mode in which they
make their large beads, af art which they are said to have "
derived from some prisoners of the Snake Indian nation, and
the knowledge of which is a secret, even now confined to a
few among the Mandans and Ricaras. The process is as follows:
glass of different colors is first pounded fine, and washed, till
, each kind, which is kept separate, ceases to stain the water
| thrown over it; some well-seasoned clay, mixed with a suffi-
cient quantity of sand to prevent it becoming very hard when
exposed to the heat, and reduced by water to the consistency
- of dough, is then rolled on the palm of the hand till it becomes
of the thickness wanted for the hole in the bead ; these sticks
of clay are placed upright, each on a little pedestal or ball of
the same material, about an ounce in weight, and distributed
over a small earthen’ pla,ttel which is laid on the fire for a few
minutes, when they are taken off to cool; with a little paddle
or shovel, three or four inches long and bharpened at the end
. of the handle, the wet pounded g O*Iass is placed in the palm of
the hand ; the beads are made of an oblong form, wrapped in
o a cvlmdrlcal form round the stick of clay, whlch is laid cross- .
, _ wise over it, and gently rolled backward ard forward until -
i it becomes perfectly smooth. If it-be desired to introduce any
other color, the surface of the bead is perforated with the
i pointed end of the paddle, and the cavity filled with pounded
' -glass of that color; the sticks, with the string of beads, are
“then placed on their pedestals, and the platter deposited on
burning coals or hot-embers; over the platter an earthen pot,
containing about three gallons, with a mouth large enough to
g " cover the platter, is reversed, being completely closed, except
i a small aperture inr-the top, thlough which are watched the
- beads; a quantltv of olf{ dried wood, formed into a sort of
| ' dough or paste, is placed round the pot so as almost to cover
' it, wand afterward set on fire; the manufacturer then looks™
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