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4 - The Epistle Dedicatorie. =

knowen vnto you, at a tiuiq when 1 found lying open vpon his-
- boord certeine bookes of Cosmographie, with an vniuersall -

Mappe : he sceing me- somewhat curious in the view therof,
began to instruct my ignorance, by shewing me the diuision
of the earth into three parts after the olde account, and then

.. according_to>the latter, & better distribution,- into more: he

- ther with my cousins discourse (things of high and rare delight .
to my yong nature) tooke in me so deepe an impression, that I°

p(xintccli'\vilh'his\\vang to all the knowen Seas, Gulfs,” Baves,
Straights, Capes, Riuers;Empires, Kingdomes, Dukedomes, and
Territories of vch part, with declaration also of their- speciall
commodities, & parti'cula'r waxi\ts,/ which ' by the benefit of

trafliké, & entercourse -of merchants, ‘are plentifully supplicd. .

From the Mappe he brought me to the Bible, and_ turning to
the 107 Psalme, directed mee to the 23 & 24 verses,  where 1
read, that they which go downe to the sea in ships, and occupy
by the great waters, they sce the works of the Lord, and his
woonders in the deepe, &c. Which words of the Prophet toge-

constantly resolued, if euer I were preferred to the Vnjuersity,

" where better time, and more conuenient place might be ministred

for these studies, I would by Gods assistance prosecute that

“knowledge and kinde of literature, the doores whereof (after a
- sort) were so happily opened before me.. o :

~ According:to which my resolution, when, not long a?tér, I was
remoued to Christ-church in Oxford, my exercises of duety first

performed, I fell to my intended course, and by degrees read

ouer whatsoeuer printed or written -discoueries and_voyages I

fond extant either in the Greeke, Latine, Italian, Spanish,

Portugall,- French, or English languages, and in my publike

- lectures was the first, that produced and shewed. both the olde

imperfectly composgd, and the new lately reformed Mappes,
Globes, Spheares,’ and other instruments of this Art for demon-
stration in the common schooles, to the singular pleasure, and
generall contentment of my auditory. . In continuance of time,
and by reason principally of my insight in this study, I grew
familiarly acquainted with the chiefest Captaines at sea, the
greatest Merchants, and the best Mariners of our nation : by
which meanes hauing gotten somewhat more then -common

R Onclinﬁ, in his ‘ Theatrum Orbis Terrarum,’ the first edition of .wh.ich )

Was in 1570, gives a list of about 150 geographical treatises.”’—Hallam's

« Literature of Europe,” c. xvii. § 53.
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