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T HESE stories are marked with originality and power. The titles
are as follows: viz., Tristiane, The Sons of Philemon, Servirol,

Sylvanus, Theodolind, Shepherds.
Miss HalY s put together here a set of gracefully written tales,- tales of long

ao. Thy have an old-world mediæval feeling about them, soft with intervening
distance, e the, light upon some feudal castle wall, seen through the openmgs of
the forest. A refmed fancy and many an artistic touch bas been spent upon the
composition with good result. -London Bookseller.

"1Although these six stories are dreams of the misty pat, their morals have a
most direct bearing on the present. An author who bas the soul to conceive such
stories is worthy to rank among the highest. One of our best literary critics, Mrs.
Louise Chandler Moulton says "I think it is a work of real genius, Homeric in
its simplicity, and beautiful exceedingly."'

Mr. Harriet Prescott Spofford, in the Newburyport Herald: -
"A volume giving evidence of surprising genius is a collection of six tales by

Gertrude Hall, called Far from To-day.' I recall no stories at once so powerful and
subtie as these. Their literary charm is complete, their range of learuing is vast, and
their human interest is intense. 'Tritiane,' the first one, is as brilliant and lugenious,
to say the least, as the best chapter of Arthur Hardy's ' Passe Rose;' '.Sylvanus'
tells a heart-breakihg tale, full of wild delight in hills and winds and skies, full of

pathos and poetry; lu 'The Sons of Philemon', the Greek spirit is perfect, the
story absolutely beautiful; 'Theodolind,' again, repeats the Norse life to the echo,
even to the very measure of the runes; and 'The Shepherds' gives another reading
to the meaning of 'The Statue and the Bust.' Portions of these stories are told
with an almost archaic simplicity, while other portions mount on great wings of
poetry, Far from To-day,' as the time of the stonies is placed; the hearts that
beat them are the hearts of to-day and each one of these stories breathes the joy
and the sorrow of life, and is rich witL the beauty of the world."

From the London A cademy, December a4th:-
"6The six stories in the dainty îolume entitled ' Far from To-day' are of imagina-

tion all compact. The American short tales, which have of late attained a wide and
deserved pcpularity in this country, have not been lacking l this vitalizin quality;
but the art of Mrs. Slosson and Miss Wilkins is that of imaginative reahsm, while
that of Miss Gertrude Hall is that of imaginative romance; theirs is the work of

impassioned observation, hers of impassioned invention. There is l her book a

fine, delicate fantasy that reminds one of Hawthorne lu his sweetest moods; and
while Hawthorne had certain gifts which were all his own, the new writer ex-
hibits a certain winning tenderness in which he was generally deficient. In the
domain of pure romance it is long since we have had an g so richi l simple
beauty as is the work which is to be found between the covers of 'Far from
To-day.'
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