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Busincss Indications. :
A number of newspapers are now engaged
in forecasting a deplorable state of businéss

them, Ewen the newspapers of London | constitnents.

“stood in” with the masonic lottery at that
place. And speaking of this London lot-
tery, we should like to-know what has
been done in the suit brought by Mr.
Fenton’s society to recover the- amount of
one of the cash prizes? Is there any truth
in the statement that a compromise has
been made? We know this, that some time
ago the ‘““managers” were very anxious to
settle the matter with money.

It is to be hoped that whoever has charge
of the néw bill will see that adequate ma-
chinery is provided for enforcing the law.
We will then be spared the sight of county
crown attorneys and police officials afraid
to move in the matter.

An Agnostic’s Dedge.

Charles A. Watts, who lectured here
not so long ago is the editor of a new free-
thinkers papers published in London, who
took a novel way of booming the first
number. He addressed a letter to several
prominent men, propounding three ques-
tions: First,” whether, in their  opinion,
agnosticism is in accord with modern

., science; secondly, what is the special rela-

» tion of agnosticism to popular theology;
and thirdly, whether, in the belief of the
‘person interrogated, agnosticism is destined
to supplant religious supernaturalism
This letter was sent to Prof, Huxley, and
he answered it. He now. declares that his
answer was a private communieation to Mr.
Watts, and a sharp controversy has arisen
in regardto the propriety of publishing it.
Upon reading the whole correspondence,
we are satisfied that Prof. Huxley ought
to have perceived that Mr, Watts intended
to make public his response, and if he
desired to have it kepf private, he should
have signified his wish to that effect, At
all events, it is reprinted in the second edi-
tign of the Agnostic Annual now before us,
and Prof. Huxley’s views on the real atti-
tude of modern science toward religion
have been made far more widely known by
his belated protest against their publica-
tion'than they would have been if he had
found no fault with Mr. Watts.

Here'is what the president of the Royal
society of London—the most distingunished
body of scientific men in Great Britain, if
not in the world—has to say concerning
the effect of scientific criticism upon exist-
ing systems of religion :

Lord Wolseley says the British army
was never in better trim thay at the
present time. Perhaps the general sees
through eyes dazzled by a sense of his.own
greatness. At any rate thereare evidently
some who have flashed their swords on ‘the
bloody field who do not share his opinions.
One who signs himself ¢ An Old Soldier ”
writes to the United Service Gazette:
now pensioned, told me to-day, almost with
tears in his eyes, that he had recently seen a
Smner (not a trumpeter, be it remembered) of

e Royal Artillery playing marbles in the
street with some boys of his ownage. He said
the lad was on furlough, and dressed in tunic,
fo‘x"‘gggcapandregimemahrousm He added:
2 t would my old commanding officer,
Col. Jackson, have said had he seen such a

sight as that?” I enclose my name as a
voucher of authenticity,

The handling of cannon balls is very dif-
ferent to playing marbles, and, with all
due respect to Lord Wolseley, we should
say that an individual who indulged in the
one was scarcely qualified for the other.

There is a large demand for pocket pis-
tols—not whisky flasks but deadly fire-
arms—in England, and the carrying about
of such weapons has beeome as\fashionable
as the wearing'of high “sty d-up” collars.
A special repository for réy T8, 80 as to
hide their volume, has bedh invented by
enterprising tailors, and the ‘well known
facility with which firearms are to be ob-

tained by any person, however incompétent

he may be to have the care of such things,
Beems to promise their extended use. It
is questionable, an English paper thinks,
whether this dangerous remedy in regard
to crimes of violence is not worse than tlie
disease itself. An occasional ‘‘undis-
covered” murder, our authority asserts, is
almost preferable to the multiplicity of sad
calamities which may be predicted as safe
to arise once the fashion of carrying loaded
pistols on the part of yoting and hot-
headed or inexperienced youths is allowed
to grow common, without any measure of
wise restraint.

Ladies Versus Cigars.
Tothe Editor of The World.
Siks I see from your report of the uni-
versity dinner committee’s proceedings
that the question of disallowing the post-

prandial practice of smoking has ' been
brought up. As one member of the com-
mittee put the matter, it is clearly an is-

An old soldier, late of ‘the Carabiniers, but’

musical season may witness the advent of a
Welsh bard of whom the principality may
be proud.

The academy of sciences has just been

| finished .at Athens. The new building,

which comprises lecture rooms, besides a
library, has been built of marble in the
style of the buildings of the Acropolis, and
within sight of ‘them. Baron von Sina of
Vienna, a wealthy Greek, has made this
munificent present. ’

Holloway’s splendid charitable benefac
tions were entirely at the instance of his
wife. She thought that, while the rich
could take care of themselves and the poor
were largely provided for in existing en-
dowed hospitals, many of those who came
between the two were left out in the cold,
and that it was especially difficult for
women of this latter class to command
superior advantages in education.

The English revenue for the past year
amounted to £90,035,522. This is a net in-
evease over the previous year of £3,690,664.
With the exception of miscellaneous re-
ceipts, which show a decrease of £230,843,
there is an increase in every branch of rev-
enue, including $2,838,000 from the prop-
erty and income tax, £352,000 from Pge
eustoms, £300,788 from stamps, £290,000
from 'the fmtoﬁice, £60,000 from tele-
graphs, ‘and £51,000 from house duty.

The private view of the Reynolds col-
lection at the Grosvenor gallery was

densely, crowded by people who came not {1

to see the notabilities of other days who
adorned the walls, but those of to-day. The
presence of Browning was for the hour
more interesting than the pallid face of
Johnson against the checked cover of his
high-backed chair; Elizabeth Gunning was
forgotten when Miss Fortescue passed by
followed by as large a crowd as Horace
Walpole deseribed mobbing the celebrated
Irish beauty and her sister when they ap-
peared in the park at the play.

Telegraph poles have been put to a new
purpose.; Three hippopotami came down
as far as the second cataract in the high
Nile of 1882, which is an unusual thing,
and one of the three has remained there
ever since. He feeds himself at the ex-
pensc of the bean fields of the inhabitants,
who, in spite of their indignation, have
not yet contrived to put him out of the
way, and rubs himself regularly in the
eveningagainst the telegraph posts which
skirt the river at that point. He has now
attracted the attention of a  European
sportsman, and the days of the creature are
probably numbered.

The Berlin orrespondent of the London
Times writes that many of Dr. Lasker's
friends say that he died of a broken heart
—from grief at seeing the genius of liberty
finally forsake the imperi&% edifice, at the
building of which she presided—broken by
shame and disgust at the recent outbreak

and other speculative stocks have steadily de-
clined. The decline was only a natural one,
and was expected and to some extent dis-
counted by shrewd operators. Owing to pro-
cesses peculiar to speculators the values of
their securities were forced to a.point that
was unwarranted by their dividend paying
capacity, and they sold at figures far abaye
their actual worth, They have now reached
& solid and substantial bottom and sell at their
honest value. In order to understand the de-
cline in wheat and other agricultural products
it is only necessary to examine the reports of
production for the last two or three years,
The enormous yield with limited demand,
caused holders to force the market in order to
realize, conseguent] rices declined. ' The
business interests of the dominion are in a
healthy condition, and it is likely that the
present year will be one of moderate business
activity and prosperity.

Toronte Stock Exchange.

MORNING SALES—Montreal 8 at 177i. To-
ronto 50-20 at 168. Commerce 20 at 118%, 20 at
118%, 20 at 1184. Federal 10 at 126 after board.
Dominion 50 at 188%. Farmers’ L & S, 20 at
122, Londand Can'L & A, 100-100-55 at 145.
National investment 30-50 at 104. .

CrosiNG BoaArD.— Commerce, 118 to 1173:
sales 20-80 at 118}. 100-50 at 1181, 20 at 1183, 20-20
at 118}, 100-20at 118. Consumer’s Cas 148 and
147; sales 20 at 147}. Canada Landed Credit,
sales 6at 147. B. and Loan Association 101}
to 101}; sales 25 at 101.

Montreal Stock Exchange,

CLOSING BOARD. —Montreal i73 and 1773;
sales 15 at 177}, 100 at 178. Toronto 169} an
68%; sales 50 at 1684, 25 at 1686. Merchants
109 and 108};sales 25 at 108%. Commerce 100
and 1183, 2 at 119. Canadian Pacific Railway
56} and 56;sales 100 at 55}, 250 at 541, 125 at 56,
100 at:35, 100 at 554:

Local Markets.

THE FARMERS' MARKET.—The receipts of
grain on the streets to-day were small and
prices unchanged. About 200 bushels, of
wheat sold at $1.04 for fall, and 80¢ to Slc
for goose; spring nominal at ¢106 to $1 11.
Barley quiet, with sales of 300 bushels at G4c
to 67c. Oats scarce, ¥nd wanted at 37¢. One

load of peas sold at 74c, and rye is nominsil at. |,
62¢c. 1133 in moderate su:ﬁv and steady-

about 40 loads sold at $6 to or clover, niu
at ﬁo to $12 50 for timothy. Straw sold at
$6 to 38 50 a ton for four loads. Ho,
steady at $7 50 to $8; quarters of beef at 46.%8
to $6.50 for forequarters, and $8 to $9.50 for
hindquarters, Carcases of mutton at 7jc, and
lamb at 9c. Poultry scarce and firm; mri(eya
1lc to 13c per lb: geese 8c to 9¢c; chickens
50c to 65c: ducks 70¢ to 90c.

ST. LAWRENCE MARKET.—This market was
very dull to-day, and prices generally ruled
firm. Followingarepricespaidat the wa.glggns:
Beef—roast, 10c to 1ic; sirloin steak, to
14¢; round steak, 10 to 19¢. Mutton—Legs and
chops, 10c to 13¢; inferiomcuts, 8¢ to 10c; lamb
-per 1b, 10c to 13c; veal, best joints, 12¢c to 13c;
inferior cuts, 8¢ to 10c. Pork— Chops and
roast, 10c to 12¢. Butter—Pound rolls, 20e
to 23c ; large rolls, 18¢ to 19¢; cooking, 15¢ to
16c. Lard, 12c to 14c; cheese, 14c to 16¢; bacon,
10c to 14c; eggs, 28¢ to 3lc; turkeys, $1 to &4&
chickens per pair, 50c to 60c; geese1 each, of o
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