" A Tale of Leech River—By D. W. Higgins, Author of The Mystic Spring, Etc.
—

¥) ILLIAM RALPH was a civil en-

y gineer, who came to Vancouver

Island about 1862, and practiced

his profession with much ability

until abouhthrec years ago, when

he died. r. Ralph was remark-

able for his excellent judgment, his honesty of
purpose and the correctness of his work. Much
of the land that is now bought and sold in %s
neighborhood was laid out and platted by him.
His most important: work ‘was the delimitation
of the Island railway belt, comprising " some
2,000,000 ‘acres and: extending from the Strait
of ‘San Juan to. Crown mountain. This work
consumed some years in execution, and the
correctness of the survey has never been called
in question. The task was ‘an arduous and
hazardous one. The country in which the Ralph
party prosecuted the survey was wild and

trackless, and there were no signs'to indicate

that it had before been visited by human beings,
red or white. Foaming cataracts -and swift-
running. rivers had to be crossed 'and high
mountains scaled, pathways cut through a
wilderness of forest growth and tangled brush-
wood, and the attagks of wild animals guarded
against. - The party completed the surveys with-
out serious mishap and the maps prepared were
duly filed, and are now accepted as unimpeach-
able authority.

On several occasions, while prosecuting: his
work, Mr. Ralph had occasion to visit Leech
river, which rises.in the Goldstream mountains
and has an outlet in Sooke river, which in turn
empties into Sooke harbor. It was namied after
Peter Leech, formerly city surveyor here.
Leech river in 1864 was the scene of gold
mining  operations. =Some prospectors \while
crossing the Goldstream range fovnd in Leech
river a handsome nugget of gold, weighing
three or four ounces. 'On examining the bars
they picked up several other good-sized nug-
gets. They staked out claims and returned to
Victoria, where they spread the news of the
discovery. :

There were many idle men here 'at that time
who had come back disappointed from Cariboo..
These men purchased supplies and hastened
into the hills. ‘Soon the river was staked from
source to mouth. . The mountains on either side
of the stream are precipitous and lose them}
selves in the clouds. Along the sides of those
mountains the gOvernment cut a bridlepath,
over which supplies were packed to the dig-
gings. At the end of the trail there is a small
piece of land, which %as platted as a townsile
under the name of Kennedy Flat, in honor.of
Governor Kennedy, ‘who Hhad manifested. a
warm interest in the development-of the dis-
trict. Streets were named and lots were sold

to parties who erected buildings of shake (a

sort of large shingle) and logs. The only lum-
ber at Leech river was whipsawed and sold for
$150 a thousand. At that price it found ready
sale. ‘Soon quite a village, with three or four
stores and many miners’ cabins, arose on the
Flat. The government built an office building
and appointed a gold commissioner.
. Another townsite, called: Sooke City, ~was
platted on Sooke harbot, upon the farm. of a
Mr. Burnett, and lots were sold readily at fair
prices. A

A Mr.  Hughes was - appointed ' magis-
trate and was stationed at Sooke City. Al-
though the gold returns were not encouraging,
every day or two a nugget would be brought
to town, and the sight of it served to revive
the flagging hopes of the inhabitants.

One evening a sailor who had run away

from a man-o’-war brought in a nugget which,
- when scaled, was found to weigh $170. ‘A day
or two later Sam Booth, a colored prospector,
picked up on his claiml a piece of gold that
weighed $70. These finds stimulated public
confidence, which had begun to flag, and the
excitement continued.  But it took only a few
weeks to demonstrate to experienced miners
that the Leech river diggings were neither ex-
tensive nor rich;:that there was no depth of
gravel, and that huge boulders in the creek and
on the benches made mining there unprofitable.
There were crevices in the bedrock where it
had been washed by ‘the swift-running water
that yielded an occasional big nugget; bitt there
was no defined lead. Soon the diggings were
pronounced’ a failure, and the population scut-
tled out of the mines as rapidly as it had
scuttled in, leavingbehind houses, stores, pro-
visions, tools and other effects, which were un-
saleable. The sale of town lots at Sooke City
was discontinued, and a blight fell on the dis-
trict from end to end. The magistrate at Sooke,
who was a kindhearted gentleman from Lon-
don, sharing in the general depression, com-
mitted suicide. He discharged five bullets from
a small revolver into his side, and. died soon
after having been brought to Victoria.

Mr. Ralph, who had joined in the rush to
the diggings, never lost faith in them. ' To the
day of his death he always maintained that the
wealth of the district would be established some
day and the whole Island enriched by the de-
velopment. - He ‘held the theory that  what
seems to be the true bedrock is in reality a
false bedrock, and: that if it .were blasted

through, the richest kind of diggings would be

found. A ‘discovery of the kind had been made
in Australia, and why not here?  After most of
the early prospectors had abandoned the creek,
but a few men remained to search for gold that
is not there. They made small wages and were
rewarded: occasionally by finding a good-sized
piece of the metal; but the mines were not re-
munerative, and gradually the miners dwindled
,away until today scarcé a man remainis on the
lonely banks of Leech, In the years that

followed Mr. Ralph made frequent trips to the.

N

river, and it was while on one of those trips
that the incident I am about to relate occurred.

Ralph had spread his blankets for the night
on the floor of a deserted building, and had
built a little fire at which to cook some bacon
and heat his coffee, when he heard a voice as
of some one calling for help. The voice sound-
ed far off on the mountain. He went to the
dopr and, after listening awhile, distinctly heard
a man’s voice calling, “For Heaven’s sake,
save mel” ¢

Ralph answered with afi “Halloo!” and the
voice responded with a “Coo-ee, coo-ee!” long-
drawn-out with a prolonged emiphasis on the

last syllable as a herder rounds up his wander-

ing caffle. SN

“What's the matter?”’ shouted Ralph.

“I've lost my way,” rolled a far-distant
voice down the side of the steep. “It’s dark
as blazes here and I can't see the trail.”

“Hold on,” cried Ralph; “don’t move. a
step till I get a lantern.” ;

“All right,” replied the voice;
hasten. I'm about starved.”

Ralph lighted a candle and placing it within
a tin lantern, sallied forth' into the night.” The
feeble rays of the candle lighted the way, and
in a short'time by frequent calls Ralph reached
a huge rock on-which reclined a tired, tattered
and half-famished stranger. He_ had, indeed,
lost his way, for a few steps.in.the direction he
had chosen would have precipitated him over a
ptecipice into the deep gulch below. \

The man was guided to the hut;, where he
was made happy by a feast of bacon, washed

“but please

.down by delicious coffee, which those who have

shared in Ralph’s hospitality in the bush will

‘remember he well knew how to brew.

As the'stranger ate and drank and talked,
he thanked Ralph for. the relief he had afford-
ed him. “The idea of passing .the night in the
wilderness unmanned me, and T was scared out
of my wits,” said he.

The mian told Ralph that his name was ‘Cur-
tis. He said he came last from Montana, and
having heard that there were good diggings on
Leech river had decided to try his luck there.
Ralph was pleased to learn that some one be-

sides himself had confidence in.the river, and.

invited Curtis: to share his quarters for: the
night. ; ; i
The two men lay down on the blankets. The
stranger tossed and sighed and moaned con-
stantly. ‘Three or four times hé "got up and
walked to the daor to gaze into the blue-vault-
ed heaven and watch the stars as they twinkle
and glinted in their azure setting. Towards
morning he replenished the fire and sat down
by its side, with'his hiead buried in: his- hands.

He remained motionless for sa: good while.’

At the first peep of gay, wheén Ralph arose to
prepare breakfast, the man still sat at the fire-
side. The sky had  become overcast, dark
clouds scurried across the face of the rising
sun and the wind moaned and wailed up the
narrow canyon and tore through the tall pines,
shaking the miserable hut ' on Kennedy Flat,
until the occupants-entertained keen apprehen-
sions for its ‘stability. . i
“In the daylight Ralph had a good look at
the stranger. He seemed to be about 25 years
of age;tall and lean, but wiry ‘and supple in his
movements. . He was not at all:bad-looking,
but what impressed his host ‘most was his rest+
lessngss. - He had a habit of starting at the
least sound. The flapping of ‘a loose shingle;
agitated by the wind, the rajtling of a door or
window, the distant howl of a lonely wolf or
the plaintive wail of a lovelorn panther cauged
him to start and shiver like a than® with the
ague. He always sat facing the door, as if to
preclude the possibility of a surprise. His pis-
tol was worn in true highwayman style. (It was
in a leathern sheath and depending from a
body-belt hung in front instead of at his side,
ready for instant use.
“This man’s a criminal,” said Ralph to him-
self. “Somewhere he has committed a erime,
angl fears arrest. He has come here to hide”

At ‘this moment a loose shingle flapped
against the side of the building with a loud
clatter, :

“What’s that?” said the stranger, starting
up. “God! I thought it was someone coming
in!” he said, as he resumed his seat.

-“Say,” asked Ralph in the blunt, direct man-
ner'so peculiar ‘to him, “what’s the matter with
you? - What have you done to make you so
cowardly.
stirring leaf. I'd like to know who and what
you are before I let you stay here any longer.”

® The color came and went jn the visitor's
face, and his hands shook in spite of a strong
effort to compose himself. Again a rude blast
tore through the canyon, and the grinding
sweep of a distant avalanche as ‘it forced its
way down the mountain tg the river, carrying
forast trees and boulders ‘on its crest, broke
on the ear and shut out other sounds. Curtis
doubled up with fear. ~As the. noise of the
avalanche died away, the man putled himself
together and after a brief while said:

“You wouldn’t turn-me out in such weather ?
I wouldn’t treat a mangy dog like that,”

“I want to treat you white,” returned Ralph,
“but you must first show me that you're an
honest fellow. How do I know who and what
you are? You may be an escaped convict for
all that I know. I don’t like your actions, and
I tell you that plain and straight.” ;

The man stared at Ralph with a pleading
look,in his eyes for a few moments, and then
said: “Forgive me, stranger, ‘but I’m not well:
If T had a little whiskey to straighten me up,
T'd satisty you I'm all right. -

. Ralph handed him a black bottle, ' When he
set it-down it was one-half empty.

You seem'to be afraid of every

the table, and wiped his lips. “That’s good. It -

has quite revived me, Now I feel like talking
business. First,.I want you to understand that
.. I'm.a miner—an honestione, and I've come here
_in search of treasure——stolen treasure; There's
. $65,000 in gold dgst.buried almost at our feet,
I know the spot. It was taken from a stage in
Montana by eight highwaymen, who first killed
a whole stageload of passengers. They escaped
‘to the mountains with the gold and being hard-
pressed by the constables packed it out of the
country. They brought it to Vancouver Island
and buried it on the bank of this river, Some
time: afterward I was a nurse in a hospital in
California and a sick man was brought in. When
his case was pronounced hopeless, he told me
that he was one of the robbers of the Mantana
stage, and gave me a rude map of the place
where the gold is buried.  That was two years
since, and it was only a few weeks ago that I
raised sufficient money to prosecute the search.

T’ll show you the sketch, and if you'll agree to .

go halves with me we’ll dig for the gold.”
_Ralph considered for ‘2 few moments. He
had heard-of the Cocos Island fraud and Capt.
Kidd’s buried treasure, and he was suspicious
and wary of all such stories. But this was dif-

ferent. In any case the outlay would be small, .

and it would require only a few days’ work to
determine the ‘truth or falsity of the man's
story. -At-last he said that he did not feel like
sharing in stolen treasure, although he would
aid ‘in bringing this lot to the surface if it was
really there, with the understanding that he
was at liberty to turn his half over to the gov-
ernment, while Curtis might do as he liked
with his share. :

With this understanding the man produced
a sheet of foolscap, which Ralph found contain-
ed|a tolerably accurate sketch of the country
thdt lies between Victoria and Leech river. The
trail was marked out distinctly and ended at a
peint not. far from the floor of-the hut.

“Here,” said Curtis, as he placed his finger
on the spot, “is the location of the gold. I've
followed the directions, and everything is as
the dying man t6ld me. The stolen gold is
near us—almost at our feet.” _

+ “I don’t believe the story,” said Ralph.
“Sixty-five thousand dollars in gold is a heavy
pack. It’s a deadweight, and' no man could
pack'it, or a-mfle either, over this trail.”

“But the man made four trips with it, and
he had a mule, too.” ’

“That sounds better, but T don’t believe the
story; all the same,” persisted Ralph.

“You've got the story ‘as I got it,”
Curtis sullenly. yt :

“And if you don’t want to join in the search
you needn’t; only don’t'try to balk me,” and his
hand sought' the stock'of his ever-ready pistol.

- “Well,” said Ralph, “T'll help you dig a
shaft, but bear in mindithat: T will not keep my
half unless the govertififént“says T may.” ‘

replied

.. .4 pick and shovel that had been abandoned -

~ by a discouraged prospector were found in a
cabin, and Cussis and Ralph began to sink a
shaft at the spot indicated on ‘the plan. . The
boulders angl gravek gave~the appeararice of
having beed recently disturbed, afd beicré
nightfall the men were down several feet. Dur-
ing the night the banks caved in and the work
of the day before had to be gone over again.
At the end of three days they were down about
.ten feet, when another cavein was threatened,
and it was decided that Ralph should return to
Victoria and bring out some provisions and
toals. to cut timber, and Curtis was fo remain on
the spot and see that the 'shaft wasinot inter-
fered with. - Ralph was absent six days. When
he returned to the river again he found the hut
deserted. ' The pick and shovel lay at the side
of the shaft, in the bottom of which the bed-
rock was visible. To a‘tree hard by was pinned
a piece of paper, on which there was writing,
that ran thus: : :

“Mr. Ralph—I have bottomed the shaft in
your ‘absence and found nothing. The dying
man lied. There is no buried gold here, and
I'm going back home. Sorry I can’t wait till
you are back, but T don’t mind telling you that
your dividend will be. §0.small that you can put
it in the eye of a needi®é Thank you for your
hospitality and goodness. Good-bye. May

God bless you and give you prosperity if you.

should-decide to continue the work.
: : “.G]:;ORGE CURTPIRY -
In spite of this bitter disappointment, Ralph
died strong in the faith that somewhere on the
bank of Leech river the bandits’ loot is buried,
and that some day it would be found andfen-
rich. its finders.” There are others who believe
" that Curtis, after bottoming the shaft, found
the 'stolen gold, and with the co-operation of
several confederateés carried it away, thus cheat-
_ing Ralph out of his share.. If that theory be
~adopted, how' they could” carry so large "an

Victoria and ship it away without attracting at-
tention, must ever remain an unsolved problem.
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AUSTRALIA’S NEW GOVERNOR

The appointment of Lord Dudley to succeed
Lord Northcote - a®\ governor-general of
- the Australian Commonwealth is an excellent
one, says the London Daily Chronicle. It is
not quite on the usual party lines; but if Lord
Dudley is not, or was not uatil recently, a Lib-
eral, he has not for some tim¢ béen a Unionist
in the full sense of that term. He it was who
proclaimed during his viceroyalty ‘of Ireland
that the government of Ireland should be. con-
" ducted in sympathy with ‘Irish ideas, and who
dissociated himself only the other day in the
House of Lords from the Unionist advogacy
of coercion. 'His personal qualities, and those
of Lady Dudley, will, we do not doubt, make the

appqintment as popular in Australia as was his

~tenure of office in Ireland. He s possessed of
good sense and judgment. Also he is a sports-

man ; and he has that faculty of sympathy with- .

out which éven the greatest abilities cannot

command sticcess in such a post as. that which -
- be'is to fill in the Australidn Commonwealth,

amount of deadweight over that rough trail to

NEW BOOK has just been issued by
a London publishing house on “‘He-
redity,” from the pen of J. Arthur
Thompson, M.A., Regius Professor
of Natural History in the University
of Aberdeen. It'is thus reviewed Dy
the' London Times:

It is almoSt-a truism among physicians that

the intractability of a-d{;ifse may be measured

by the number of “infallible™ remedies for it
which from time to time have been recommend-
ed; and it is perhaps equally true that the in-
solubility of the problems dealt with by any
branch of science bears a definite relation to
the number and variety of the solutions which
have been proposed.
ly be eucouraging to students of heredity to
find that the latest work on the question con-
tains no fewer than 48 pages of bibliography. as
an appendix and 538 of text, especially when we
are informed that this bibliography is “simply
representative and not in any way exhaustive.”
The work itself is entitled to the credit of pre-
senting a luminous summary of many opposed
or divergent views, and of being, at least; an
attempt to indicate the roads by which care-
ful observation of the influence of ancestry may

- hereafter be gendered conducive to the improve-

ment of thehuman race.

The absolute material continuity of off-
spring with parents and, through pareiits, with
more remote ancestors seems to .have  been
plaged, by modern microscopical and biological
research, beyond the reach of question. Every
individual, except among the very lowest or-
ganisms, originates in a cell which is formed by
the fusion of two other cells, one contributed
by.each parent; and it is shown by a‘very re-

markable piece of evidence that the contribu-

tion of -each parent is of an analogous kind.
Every living cell contains a nucleus; and in this
nucleus the microscope discovers minute linear
particles or bodies which are rendered wvisible
by the facility with which they take color from
different staining agents, and which have hence
been. called stainable bodies or “‘chromosomes.”
The number ‘of stainable ‘bodies in’each body-
cell is constant in the same species; and, with a

If this be so, it will hard-

the nation at large, by the combined effect:
bad igheritance and of bad surroundings u
the numerical majority. - Professor Thon:
declares that it would be sound economy {,:
the British people to devote a million pound.
year to the investigation of this-and of kindr
subjects; and he guotes Mr. Galton as {
national gain which would ensue if we coul ’
port ten legiofis’ of boys of sound physique an
scouting intelligence, not crammed with i
lectual fat like Strasburg geese with the phy.
cal analogue, but alert in understanding
methods and with unchecked inquisitivencss:

“It would be a good investment, and it ;
within reach every year, since far more th;
ten legions of this type of boy are being hom
annually in our midst. That they do not ei.
fect all they might-do is partly because of mis.
education, -but. also becaiuse 'there is.a. 8imul
taneous appearance of an enormously: greater
number of "boys who are emphatically not of
this type.”. :

In commenting upon this passage, Profes.

sor. Thomson remarks that we -are said to re-

few exceptions in the case of female insects;!it"

is always an even number in all the forms. of
life, whether animal or vegetable, which arises
from sexual reproduction. 'Mereover, the num-
ber in'a body-cell-=~that is, in 3 cell formihg part
of the general bodily structure—is always pre-

cisely double the number of a. germ-cell—that

i, in a cell the fusion of which with another

..geem-cell:gives-rise to a new individual;so thas

this: new individual derives -its proper. number
of gtainable bodies from the egual contributions
of €ach parent.” Eaclr parent; again; has in fike
manner originally derived his or her stainable

bodies in equal proportions: from-two -ances-
tors; and the generdl evidence is to the effgct

that in the course of growth and development
the germinal material of the individual, &:
posed of or con?ining cells: with only halr’
the number of stainable bodies proper to ‘the
cells composing the general bodily structure oi

the species, is’ always entirely kept apart from.

the .body material which ‘develops -into -that

structure, and which is camposed of or contains.
cells with twice as  many stainable: bodies as:

those ‘which unite to form offspring. On this
view of the case, not only is the germinal ma-
terial separate and continudus through succes-
sive generations, but the contribution of each
preceding generation is uniform and definite,
so thidt “an inheritance is multiple, and the

average contributions made by grandparents, -

great-grandparents, etc., are definite, and dim=
inish in a’precise ratio "according ‘t6" the re-
moteness of the ancestors.” iy

The ‘exceptional results of this complexity
of descent, as displayed by the occasional erop-
ping out of remote ancestral peculiarities, have
not as yet been brought nnder the operation of
any definite law.. But it seemis to be clear that
only mnatural or spontaneous variations, as op-
posed to post-natal modifications, are heritable,
and that the general law, as stated by Galton,
is clearly that of a tendency to return to an
average, both in manifest physical structure and
in.intellectual endowment. It is true, for ex-
ample, that 100 fathers who are above the aver-

age will have more sons who are also above:

the average than 100 fathers who Are them-
selves Below it; but the sons of the first 100
would not all be above, nor would the sons of
the second 100 be all below. In both cases there
would be a tendency on the part of descendants
to return to the normal, either by deterioration
or by improvement ;and it follows that, in the

quire, i

“Inter -alia, ‘a : military": organization with
alert scouting infelligence, not only among the
officers, but an'the rank and file. .We are ceas-
ing to breed this“alert ‘scouting intelligence in
sufficient numbers; the nation is spawning in-
capables. We cannot relax one spine of our
bristling national belligerence, for we have all
our teeming millions to keep.alive.  Buf the
question rises whether:it is not in great part
our preoccupation with ‘Kriegspeil’ that is re-
sponsible for that relatively exaggerated multi-
plication of the repressed and non-individuated,
and for that  relatively exaggerated infertility
of the: fittest, or of what.we think to be the
fittest. If we indulg€ in an-era of ‘Friedenspiel;
which may eéven now be appfoaching like a
long-delayed springtime, might not-.the socio-
logical changes that-ensued solve the problem
which biologically seems so hopeless?”

We greatly doubt whether these observa-
tions do not ‘really miss the point of the ques-
tion at issue. - It is obwieus that, so long as
“Kriegspiel” holds its “own among ‘neighbors
and possible fivals, the devotees of ‘Frieden-
spiel’ would be: in-a condition of - helplessness
somewhat like that'in which our British ances-
tors were left by, the departure .of the Roman
legions. - But the ascendancy-of the future,
whether in the rivalries of peace gr.of war, will
be:tetheshations who most icempletely recoc-
nize the omnipotemnee: 6f knowledge dnd-the in-
capacity of ignofance:* Iiv tHi§ ‘particular ' the
pre-eminence; ‘at the ‘presént moment, should
probably be. .given to Japan; but the contrast
between Great Britain and ‘Germany:is worth
a moment’s ¢onsideration. 'To take a single
example, :Germany, " by submission to know!-
edge, has' obtained compléte ‘exemptiod . from
smallpox,. while Great Brifain, as a result of
subservience to ignoranee, pays to this disease
an 'anntial tribute of thousands ‘of pounds and
of an indefinite number of lost or damaged-lives,
The same principle is' of very wide dpplication,
because ‘education. insthis country.ds. less. direct-
ed towards: the impartment of knowledge or to-
wards the recognition of ifS valpe and impor-
tance, than.fosvards the communication of opin-
ions ‘which; in*many-cases, mustHe érroneous.
Biology justifies the hopé that the social con-
ditions hence arising may be modifications and
not variations, ‘so that, even if maintdined by
external circumstances for a succession of gen-
erations, they may. not:lead to permanent de-
teriofation of the rate; but it affords no sup-
port to the deltsion that their prevalence is
compatible with -sustained -national greatness.
The history of life’is a history of nrovement;
and nations, like: individuals, must hold their
places by effort or abandon them. - ‘
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THE FASTEST CHANNEL STEAMER

o

What promises to be ;tﬁe fastest Channel

‘steamer will, says Engineering, be launched on

interests ‘of the comimunity, nothing by which .

nurture can assist race in the maintenance of.a
high average should be left undone. It for-

Monday next from the mnaval construction
works at Barrow-in-Furness of the Vickers
company. This vessel, to be named the Ben-
my-Chree, has been designed and built by the
company foé the . Liverpool and. Isle of Man
service of the Isle of Man Steam Packet- Com-
pany, Ltd., who ‘have béen pioneers in respect
of speed. It is therefore only comsistent with
their past history that the new: vessel should be
required to" maintdin in service a speed of 23
knots.:: To this .end she will be fitted with very
powerful ‘machinery of the Parsons turbine
type, constructed by the Vickers company, and

_embodying all' the latest imprevements in de-

tunately happens that a very large proportion

of the adverse conditions .
beings unfavorably produce only modifications,

‘which are not heritable,. and not variations,

which: are;: so that, for example; thére is no-

hich affect human-

physical Barrier against the ascent to, or even.

abave, the évérage of the descendants of class-
es who are now appreciably below it, but whose
condition is due not so much to inheritance as
to the continued operation. of injurious external

.agencies through successive generations. When

these agencies are removed their effects will
cease to appear in the descendants of tl}os;;;whd
have been subjected to them. Indeed, if t

were not so, the ascent from savagery to’ eivil-
ization, which-is written on the pages of his-
tory, could never have been accomplished. The
qliestion now m“‘“%g‘""“ biologists is to as-
certain whether, in the case of any given na-

tion, this ascent of the average is still proceed~ chine
ing, or jﬂnctherltisbemg mped, as 1 &

Tl

this

sign and construction, and to ensure a high
manoeuvring efficiency even in -adverse weath-
er, - This will'be the third turbine steamer on
the Isle of Man ‘service, the others being th¢
Viking and: the. Manxman, the- latter also 2
Vickers-buiilt steamer, But these vessels, con-
tinues . Enginieering, . do not exceed 2212
knots in service, and at present 24 knots is 2
very -exceptional. speed in Channel service, and
has' only -been excelled on the ocean by the
Mauretatiia and Lusitania. Another outstand-
ing feature in connection with the Ben-m'-
Chree is the extent of the passenger accommo-
dation, She will carry 2,500 passengers, and a3
everything has been «done to conduce to sca-
worthiness, steady running, and reliability, @
well ds cormfort and speed, there is certaintv
 season this accommodation will De
severely taxed. ' Engineerin %{ves} a complete
d"sc iption of the vessel and her turbine ma-

‘ she ﬁ\dﬁ‘ et long, 46-foot beam, and

oopiigt
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