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Bloemfontein
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ris Attendes
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2od Also’
British

Sm—

3 :v"".tein Friend ceataing an
<ount of a meeting of the
odge at Bloemfontein at
C. F. Hamilton, the Gl(’be'.
0t with the Royal Oanndhns,.
ed i'nto the Masonic orderb
distinction of being the ﬁn::
ated under the British flag
pge Free State gimce 1854, 1¢
pd by Mr, Hamilton’g txie.ndc
posgs taking his second de-
etoria, al] being well, The
.ount is as follows:
SINg ‘array of th i
ttem_ied the regurar Ll;‘:wmm
ge Rising Star, No. 1,022, on
ning last, when Field Mar-
oberts, who s a past grand
den of the Grand Lodge of
4s to be the guest of the Free
Bloemfontein in general, ang
rshipfui master, omcem’ and

the Rising Star Lodge in
It was a striking evidence
rest his lordship takes in th
ft that on the eve of mosi
pd history-making operations

m.d must be occupied almosl':
usion of other' thoughts ang

D the great taskshe has in
hould have even contemplated
a Masonic lodge, Unfortun-

he last moment Lord Roberts

! to send his apologies for non-
on the ground of slight in-

litary notabilities were,

pnt, chx‘ef among them é]eoi:g
nener, in his capacity as Dis-
d Master of Eggamt and the
ord Castletoun, grand secre-

Grand Lodge of Ireland- -
past master; Lt.GCol. itslfet{~
n?aster; Col. Hackett Pain
r; 'Wor. Bros. Emrys Evans,,

ohannesburg Lodge, No. 2313;.

. Stanton, P.M., and i
hguished craftsmen, Then;::e’-
hitiation was the formal busi-
e the lodge: when a Canadian:
[Bloemfontein was initiated in-
Cient -mysteries. The other
sl;ne;s of t}le lodge included/
PR of a resolution of congratu-
is Royal Hig.hness theng;i:ge'
most worshipful grand master
d, wh)ch.was proposed by the
Lord Kitchener, as proxy for
prts, and seconded by the W.M..
ge Rising Star, W. Bro. Ivan
urger. he latter, in address-
itchener and the distinguished
ethren, alluded in fitting terms
nor conferred upon the lodge
ar, and the facilities which
sonry offer for fraternal com-
nd ‘intercourse, said: “Deign
brshipful Bro;. Lord Kitchener,
usly receive the expression oi
pleasure which - your brother
eel in consequence ‘of your aug-
nce here this evening.” We are
that you are hereby conferring
nor on th.!s lodge, and bestowing
raft an impetus which will not
haugurate a new era for Free
in South Africa.” The remarks
orshipful Master were received
brethren with much applause
eventful meeting was broughi
atmn in #pleasant and frater-
meeting were also resent
. Gordon of Montreal? The
i who was initiated was Mr
rederick Hamilton, the corres.
of ]:hg Toronto ‘Giobe, who has
distinction of being the first
be proposed and initiated under
h flag in the Orange Free
ce 1854. There was another
who had been proposed under
flag and was initiated under the
At the preceding meeting of
ar Lodge Lieut.-Col. Otter was
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R SCOTLAND’S FAME,

shed Scientist ¢ _
tarctic Expedigjo[n‘.e O

liam 8. Bruce, F.R.G.S., who

der of the proposed Scottish N:
mtarctic Expedition, has already
expeditions to the Polar regions,
hich was made to the Antarctie
Dundee expedition in 1892. He
zoologist in the Jackson-Harms.
lar Expedition, and naturalist in
v Coat’s expedition to Nova Zem-
in the Prince of Monaco’s exped-
Ppitzbergen and North Polar reg-

pndon Leader’ representative who
nterview with Mr, Bruce, found
he Laboratory of Marine Zoology,
Hall, Edinburgh, of which he is
bt director, as well as assistant
of the Physical Soclety, Mr.
a very r'~"est and unassuming
epo%e T'ahiiy of his past experi-
the Tar seas. He had had, he
exciting adventures during his ex-
as he was there in the capacity
st, and probably the most anxious
ad spent was on his last expedition
ship ran on a rock and remained
five days.
hrds the proposed Scottish Antare-
edition, Mr. Bruce hopes to start
, 1901, his new expedition being
jhree that propose to start simul-
Of the other two one is British,
in London, which will have its
ers at Melbourne, Prof. Gregory,
nrne, being leader, and the other is
n expedition under Prof. Drygal-
was Mr. Bruce's wish that the
Expedition should ceoperate with
nan and British Expeditions, the
g station of the Scottisk party be-
higher latitude on the East coast
msland, and the Weddell Sea and
antic Ocean being their sphere of
ile their headquarters will be at
and Islands.
ect of the expeditions is scientific
fon generally, with special atten-
he meteorology and magnetism of
hern hemisphere, this being of
portance to navigators.
uce expects to be away for two
hnd three summers. The Scottish
bn is sailing under the auspices of
al Scottish Geographical Society,
understood that ample funds wiil
oming.
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hll over Canada come letters tell-
the great benefits derived from the-
e D. & L. Mentho! Plasters in:
peuralgia. rbeamatism, 'ame beck,
is & Lawreice Co., L:id - wuann-
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Mineral
OQutput of B.C

Annual Report of Department
of Mines Has Been
Issued.

1
i\

it Shows the Great Importance
of the Mining In-
dustry.

"The annual report of the Minister of} <

Mines for the province for year end-
ing 31st December, 1899, has been is-
sued. It is a voluminous paper, and is
filled with ‘the right kind. of informa-
tion regarding mining operations in Brit-
ish Columbia. The book is illustrated
with many excellent cuts from photo-
graphs taken by the .department, and}
statistical tables give in concise form
the total mineral output of the province
to date, and show in detail the actual
mineral production for the past year.
The export is certainly a valuable one
and shows that Mr. Robertson is keep-
ing his department on the same excellent
footing™of efficiency as his predecessor:
The total production for all years up
to and including 1899 was as follows:.
Gold, placer ..............$ 61,305,719
Gold, lode ... 9,369,479
Silver-..coey sossssaasnssns !
Lead .... st
CODPPeT « .« s 5inie s «
Coal and cokeé ......¥sesee
Building stone, bricks, etc.. .
Other metals .... ...

44,359,811
1,700,000
900

“ewne 9!

Potal oo SIS IaR0Y

The production has risen from $2,608,-
803 in 1890 to $10,906,861 in-1898, and
éor last year the returns were $12,356,-

The yield of placer gold in 1899 was
%44,900; in 1898 it was only $643,-

Dealing with the “Progress of Mining,”
Mr. W. F. Robertson, provincial miner-
alogist, says: G

“In reviewing the progress that has
been made in the mining industry of the
province during the past year,” says Mr.
Robertson, “in order to fully realize the
advance that has been made it is neces-
sary to look at the question from several
stapdpoints,

““The first, and probably the most ‘jm-
portant to the investing %ublic, is the in-
crease that has been made in the actual
output of the mines. ;

“'his is shown in the preceding tables,
.and is conclusive evidence of our actual
growth, being in a certain sense a meas-
ure of the same,

“The figures speak for themselves, and
they epeak the truth as far as they go,
but on certain points they are silent.
What they leave unsaid requires to be
said for them, and possibly they need
some interpretation and explanation.
They say nothing of the preparations for
shipment, of the development work done,
nor of the shutting down of many of
those mines—for no cause inherent to
themselves—which in previous years have
beén our largest producers.

““The total mineral output of the prov-
ince for the year 1899, amounts to $
356,355, as against $10,906,861 f
previous year, an increase of $
equivalent to an increase .of 13
‘cent. over last year. 7 .

“This is in itself a very creditable show-
ing, but is much more so when it is taken
into consideration thdt it is made in spite
of the fact that the temporary shutting
down of certain of the mines caused a
deficit of $910,844 in silver and lead
values alone. ;

“There is every reason to believe that
but for this shutting down we would
‘have 'had from these same mines an in-
crease of $500,000 in place of the gresent
defieit, which would have brought our
year’s increase to $2,863,159, or about 27
per cent. over last year.”

J. D. Graham, gold commissioner for
the Atlin and Bennett Lake mining di-
visions remarks in his report that. Solaim
jumping will continue until some remedy
is provided to punish the guilty ies,
or powers are conferred on the gold com-
missioner to settle the matter promptly.
Owing to the great interest being taken
in the Atlin country, the following of-
ficial statistics' for the year ending
tober 31, 1899, which are published in
the ‘report will prove of interest:

Records, 8,082, representing 8,619
claims.

Bills of sale, recorded, 1,917
claims.

Hydraulic leases granted, 165.

Hydraulic leases applied for (not yet
.granted), 122,

‘Water records issued, 26. .

Water records applied for ‘(not yet
granted), 71.

Records of mineral claims, 645.

GOLD TAX.

Abstract from returns by creeks, show-
ing the numkter of ounces of gold on
which royalty has been paid this year:

ete.,

Ounces.
Pine Creek .....osevessnss.:13,828,21
Spruce Creek ....ov seeeeesss 2,270.23
Stray Gulch c ... covievieeess
Dixie Oreek .:....i.eneeacss
McKee Creek ... ... .00
Willow Creek «.c.ceo.-
Boulder Creek ......
Wright Creek ...... «.ovse
Birch Oreek .0 .. s i crissnin
Otter Creek «..oveveyescnsses
Varigus 3L e e
1L SR B it i
Amount of royalty paid ...§.$ 4,043 67
REVENUE COLLECTED.
Free miners’ certificates ....$18,940 25
Mining receipts . ... ...e.... 43, 40/

/ $62,763 65

Estimated value of gold per oz., $16.

“Total yieid, $800,000. »
_ Good progress has been made in min-
ing development on Vancouver Island.
An excellent sketch map is published
showing the southern end of Vancouver
lslaud with a reference list of mineral
claims,

The claims on Vancouver Island which
are being'actively worked are catalogued
as follows:

Nanaimo Division: Marble Bay, Van
Anda, Surprise, Iron Mine, Black Prince,
Cameron Lake, Robins,

Victoria Division: Lenora, Tyee, Lub-
be-Phair, Ralph, Success, Black Prince,
Braden, Newton, Thistle,

A'berni Division: Jingo Bird, Raven,
Pansy Biossom, Alberni, Regina, King
Solomon, Golden E%Lel,)wtn of the West,
Starlight, Thistle, Tom, Eecli
W.W.W., Bureka, Sarita, Cﬁper Is!
Lord of the Isle, Sullivan, Hayes, 'Visi-
goth, Blue Bell, Lakeshore, Stark, Jdron
?}g?fk’ Mountain Treasure, Great HExpec-

on,
b e e Nath G o,
Marie, Kloeber, 101, North Oap, Tofine,
Latchbrook, Sunrise, Michigan,
Jumbo, Hetty Green, American Wender,

=

2,747,294
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GUL'ARD THE DOOR.

Good health is th.> Pest asset that any man or woman can have ; but good
health can only be had b,” keeping the blood rich and red and the nerves strong. If
the blood is allowed to bs'cOme poor and watery the whole system is weakened
and falls ah easy prey to dis.%38e. To those thus weakened the winter months are
especially dangerous. A chill .ty be followed by pneumonia ; a cold by consump-

tion. La grippe finds such peopLe easy victims, and its after effects are disastrous
and frequently fatal.

Pr. Oiliams” Pink Pills Tor Pale People

NS~
It is proved

Anaemia,

Pale or
plexion,

General Debility,
Partial Paralysis,
Chronic or Acute Rheu-

matism.

Palpitation of the Heart,
Nervous [1eadache,
Indigesticaand L*wspepsia
After-ELifccts of LaGrippe
Eruptions and Pimples.
Sallow Com-~

on the testimony of thousands that Dr.

Williams' Pink Pills will cure the following troubles :

Locomotor Ataxia,

Sciatica,

Neuralgia.

Chronic Erysipelas,

Kidney Troubles,

St. Vitus' Dance,

Consumption of Bowels
and Lungs,

Scrofula.

All Female Weakness,

Loss of Vital Forces.

But remember you must get the genuine—substi-
tutes are worse than useless, they are dangerous

surpass all other medicines as a blood builder and nerve tonic.
from first dose to last.
active and strong.

They strengthen

Through their use pale, sickly ‘people are made bright,

The genuine are sold only in packages like

the engrav-
ing on the
right, bear-
ing the full
name Dr.
W illiams’

DR WILLIA M<

INK,
ILLS"

T

[~ 4

i
FOoR L
*ALE B
EOPLE;

Pink Pills for Pale People.

Sold by all dealers or direet from the Dr.
Williams' Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont., at soc.

a box or six boxes for $2.

50.

U I DO HIITY
s

Corona, Satanita, Valentine, King Rich-
ard, New York, Castle, Iron €ap, Jones
& Stockham, Good Hope, White Pine
Cove, Dewey, Moir, Indian Chief, Black
Bird, Thelma.

In his report on the Viectoria mining
division, W. S, Gore, gold commissioner
says: ¢ “On Mount Sicker  there are
some 15 claims, owned by the Mount
Sicker and British Columbia Develop-
menf Company. ‘The work has been
principally on the main vein running
through the Lenora, a Crown-granted,
full sizéd claim. This mine is distant
from Westholme Station, on the E. & N.
railway, about six and a half miles, and
ig at an elevation above the sea of about
1,400 feet. The development work con-
sists of a tunnel of 547 feet, with cross-
cuts amounting to 210 -feet, and a shaft
sunk 200 feet, from the bottom of which
8 cross-cut drift has been run 140 feet.
The ore body hae been proved'at the dif-
and in the outcrops, at a
number of p! along the strike of the
vein. The width of the ore body varies

om 3-feet 6 inches to 20 feet. At the
resent time it is estimated that there is
in the ore shed ready for shipment about:
600 tons of ore and about 1,500 tons on
the dump, consisting of first and second-
class ore, the latter going about $12 per
ton. - About 1,500 tons of ore have been
shipped, "and it is estimated that when
the horse tramway is completed, on the
1st February, 1900, the output will be 1,-
500 tons per month. The average re-
turn from the smelter. The average re-
is: Gold, 1.8 ounces; silver, 3.8 ounces;
copper (dry), 9.2 per cent. The ore is
very uniform in value, and consists of
about 22 tgler cent, iron and 24 per cent.
silica, with chalcopyrite. The vein has
been proved to the 200-foot level, and
there is every reason to believe that it
runs to a great depth. The ore is easily
mined and at a low figure, the country
rock being very soft, cogsisting of mica,
talcose - and graphitic schists. On the
other claims owned by the company num-
erous veins exist, but only ordinary pros-
pecting has been done. Timber is plenti-
ful, and the Chemainus river affords
good water power for miining purposes.”

In regard to operations on Mount Skirt,
Goldstream, Mr. Gore says: “On the
Ralph claim, one of a group on this
mountain, 1,300 feet of work, at a cost
of $13,000, has been done. The ledge is
15 feet in width, and in it there is being
worked a chute of solid chalcopyrite ore
that averages from 6 inches to 4 feet in
width. On this chute a drift has been
run for 100 feet, and a shaft sunk for
160 feet. In' the course of development
200 -tons of high 'grade ore has been
taken out, which will average 15 per
cent, copper, with gold and silver values.
On another part of the ledge about 500
tons of second grade ore has been taken
out, which will run 5 per:cent. in co;
per. ' No ore has been shipped, dut it is
the intention to do so as soon as a wagon
road shall have been built this coming
spring.”

Some space is devoted to the excellent
work done by the assay office, under
Mr. Herbert Carmichael, provincial as-
sayer, and some-.good advice is given
prospectors as to the proper sampling of
the ore from his claim in order to get
a really accurate idea of its value,

Reference is made to the provincial
mineral exhibit sent to the Paris Ex-
hibition. X
COAL MINING.

The report noting the new develop-
ments during the year 1899 says:

“Outside of the established coalfields,
viz.: Vancouver Island colleries and
those of the Crow’s Nest Pass, there
have been no important developments.

“In -the neighborhood of the valleys
of the Babine and Bulkley rivers, in
the Skeena mining division, there has
been some exploring of the coal deposits
there found, and I am told by the gen-
‘tleman in charge of the work that he
has met with such success in this mat-
ter that his principals intend to seriously
open up the properties they have secured.
Owing. to the remoteness of these coal-
fields from any transportation routes to
the outside world, the owners ean only,
at present, hope to dispose of their pro-
duct to such of the local fuel consumers
as have not their requirements supplied
by wood. The value of these deposits,
both to the country and to their owners,
is only as a reserve and a guarantee for
the futare opening up of this section of
Lcon i AT A i
@"ﬁg} aré Some well authenticafed re-
‘ports of the discovery, of coal in the At-
lin district, but as yet no reliable detail-
ed information’ is to hand as to the ex-
tent' ‘of  the :beds ‘or thes qual+
ity of the eoal = Should these reported
discoveries turn out -t obe worka_ble de-
posits, they may have an‘important bear-
ing on the progress of  that = district,

Patience, Frisco, Belvidere, Black Fox,

such supply of wood as is available is
needed for lumber,

“Of" the coal deposits of the Nicola
valley, Peace river, Skeena river and
Queen Charlotte Islands, nothing new
has been learned this year.

- “T reported on the initial development
and plant of the Crow’s Nest Pass col-
leries last year, since when they have be-
come a factor in our provincial develop-
ment, having this year produced about
103,000 tons of coal and made nearly
30,000 tons of coke, supplying the inland
coal market and sending a considerable
tonnage of coke to the United States.
At Coal Creek eolliery, the coal measures
have not proved to be as regular and
uniform as they promised to be from pre-
liminary development, several faults hav-
ing been struck, though none of suffi-
cient importance to interfere with the
vajue of the property. The same com-
pany (the Crow’s Nest Coal Co., Ltd.)
has since opened up two other mines, the
Michel Creek colliery and the Erickson
“colliery, which are as yet only in the
development stage and have shipped only
a few hundred tons, !

R SR S,
ARTHUR—ROBERTSON.

Young Lady Well Known in Vietoria
Married at Collingwood.

The Toronto Globe says: “The wed-
ding of Miss XKatharine Robertson,
daughter of Mr. Henry Robertson, Q.C.,
of Collingwood, and sister of Mrs. (Dr.)
Watt, of Victoria, to Dr. J. Robins Ar-
thur, of the same place, took place very
quietly early on Thursday of last week,
in the Presbyterian chureh, Collingwood,
the only guests being the immediate re-
latives of the bride and bridegroom. Rev.

Could ‘Not‘
Be Bulldozeéd

History of the Trouble Between
: Birmingham and Sir
Charles.

Government Decline to LookInto
the Dominlon Creek
Scandal.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, June 2.—Probably the most Inter-
esting political event of the week is the
cleavage between Sir Charles Tupper and
the Liberal-Conservative organiger for On-
tario, Mr. Robert Birmingham, The spiit
between the two is due entirely to the
action of the latter gentleman. He assumed
to put the pistol at the leader’s head, and
Is suffering more from his foolish action
than ever the leader will. There is an in-
teresting history connected with Mr. Bir-
mingham’s position as the party organizer
in this province.  He was chosen for the

post as far back as 1884 and had he main-
tained the strict neutrality and impartial-
ity which characterized his work in the
early years of his secretaryship, he would
probably not have been' In the unfortunate
situation that he finds himwelf to-day.

Dr. McCrae performed the simple but

bride, great masses of white and purple
lilaec being used, with & background of
pale green foliage. As the bride enter-
ed the church, escorted by her father,
and preceded by the maid of honor, Miss
Rogerson, Miss Alice Cooper pl_ayed the
wedding march from Lohengrin. The-
bride’s costume was her travelling suit
of cadet blue, with hat to match. She
carried a shower bouguet of Jillies of the
valley, and wore a gold locket set with
diamonds, the gift of the bridegroom.
After  the ceremony there was a quiet
wedding breakfast at “Struan,” the resi-
dence of the bride’s father, the table be-
ing prettily decorated with lillies of the
valley and smilax. Dr. and Mrs, Ar-
thurs then left on the early morning
train for Hamilton, $n route for New
York and other American cities. The
very many beautiful gifts sent the young
couple from Oollingwood and elsewhere
in Canada were pleasant testimony to
the numbers of kindly friends of both' the
young people. The pretty and spacious
rooms of that delightful old place,
“Struan,” which has been the scene of
so much hospitality, were overflowing
with lovely remembrances, and every one
in town hastened- thither some time dur-
ing the week to congratulate and offer
kindly wishes to one of the bgst—hked of
Collingwood’s many charming young
ladies.”

FOR CANADA.

World-Famed Actresses and Singers
Take Part in Entertainment.

London, June 9.—A cafe chantant
was held at the Carlton hotel this after-
noon, organized by Mrs. Norton, in aid
of - the Canadian contingent, Lady
Churchill, the Earl and Countess of
Chesterfield, the Earl and Countess of
Yarborough, Miss  Muriel ~Wilson,
Madame Albani, Miss Edna May, Mrs.
Langtry, Mrs. Leslie Carter, and & host
of prominent actresses and musicians,
sssisted in various ways to make the
event a great uccess.

GUILTY.

Jack Roche Gets S:edy Justice in Mon-
treal.

Montreal, June 8.—‘“Jack” Roche, of
Napanee Bank fame, was found guilty
in the Court of the Queen’s Bench at
about 10:45 this morning, of holding up
Patrick Rooney, in his store on Dor-
chester street, on January 22 last, with
a rtevolver, in company with another

where the winter is long and severe, and

man. The jury was only out five minutes.

A donald it has been a struggle between cer-
beautiful marriage ceremony, and made Hiain prominent Conservatlfrgs in OZtarloc?s
a special allusion to the long and earnest |
church work of Miss Robertson. The,
church was charmingly decorated by the | petulation, not taken offence at some fan:
loving hands of the girl friends of the|cied slight, broken away from the party,’

Ever since the death of Sir John Mac-

to which should wear the great leader’s
mantle. Had Dalton McCarthy, in a fit of

and taken an extreme position on racial
and religious questions which in' a mixed
community, must for the sake of peace and
harmony, as well as for the progress of
the country, be kept in the background,
he would have undoubtedly been the Ont-
ario leader. It was his right, it was his
by ability. But Mr. McCarthy, by his ac-

tion, rendered himself {mpossible as a
leader, and then it was that Mr. Haggart
and Mr. Montague forced themselves to
the front,

At the time Mr. Birmingham  was ap-
pointed seeretary to the Consérvative Unlonl
he held the position of secretary to the
Orange Grand Lodge -of British North
America. Differences arose in that body,
between Mr. Wallace and Mr. Birmingham,
and then they were imported into the pol-
itieal arena-to the detriment of the Con-
servative organization of Ontario. Messrs.
Haggart and Montague, jealous of Mr. Wal-
lace, found an ally in Mr, Birmingham,anl
for some years the latter has been leaving
nn stone unturned to discredit the Orange
Grand Master, and to exalt and magnify the
{mportance of the portly member froin
Haldimand. So far did the opposition of
the Birmingham wing go that a determined
effort was made to defeat Mr. Wallace
in West York at the last elections. Into
the further differences’ between these gen-
tlemen it Is unnecessary to enter at the
present time, but these preliminary remarks
lead up to the point at which the' break
between Sir Charles Tupper and Mr. Bir-
mingham took place. Realizing how impozr-
tant it was to have impartial organizers,
who should deal fairly with every Conser-
vative in public life, the Ontario organl-
zation was remodelled last year, Mr. Bir-
mingham was retained as’ secretary of the
union, but to confine himself chiefly to
office work. Three organizers were appolnt-
ed, Mr. S. Barker, barrister, of Hamilton;
to look ‘after the western portion of the
province, and Mr. A. Broder, M. P, the
Abhe. Lincoln of parliament, to ‘watch party
interests in eastern Ontario. In addition,
Mr. A. W. Wright, the well-known Iabor
leader, and a splendid platform speaker was
chosen ‘as travelling organizer. These ar-
rangements, while in the best interest of
the party, did not please Mr. Birmingham,
but untfl recently he accepted them. When
his name was mentioned in the house the
other day as having given fnstructions to
one Freeborn, how to manipulate ballots,
no man was more surprised than the oppo-
sition leader, and he caused a telegram to
be sent to Mr. Birmingham asking for a
statement in the matter. Mr. Birming-
ham replied by telegram, denying emphatic-
ally the truth of the charges, and then fol-
lowed up with a letter, repeating h}s de-

next day, practically before he had been
able to consider Birmingham’s letter, he
received a telegram of a bulldozing charac-
ter from the secretary of the union, saying
that unless his account was paid immedi-
ately, he wonld telegraph to Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, to extend. the scope of the elec-
toral frauds commission as far back as
1892.

This extraordinafy action on Birming-
ham’s part has naturally created much
surprise, and there is abundant evidence
that he must have been advised by some-
body to adopt the dictatorial tone, in which
his telegram was couched. 8ir Charles
Tupper is not a man to tamely submit to
bulldozing. On his return from western
Ontario; he had a message sent to Mr,

.| Birmingham, telling him to go ahead, and

at the same time informing him that he
would never receive another cent from
any fund which he, Sir Charles, could con-
trol.

The question now arises, What will Bir-
mingham do? The answer I8 an easy one.
He wil do nothing. The opposition leader
challenges the Liberals to make the fullest
fnvestigation Into electioneering methods of
one side or the other, but there is this
curious contrast in the attitude of the two
parties, that while the Conservatives court
the fullest investigation, the Ministerialists
are most strongly adverse to any inquiry
at all. Not until driven by public opinion
did the Premier consent to appoint a com-
mission of judges to go into the Brockville
and West Huron frauds. Mr. Birmingham’s
action has rendered him an impossibility as
secretary of the Conservativer Union, and
although efforts are being made to bring
about peace between the leader and Mr.
Birmingham, it may safely be sald that Sir
Charles Tupper cannot permit a man to Te-
main in a confidential party position who
has threatened to divulge party secrets.

At the present time two ministers of
the crown are absent from Ottawa. Messrs.
Tarte and Sifton have been away for six
weeks, during the busiest period of the
gession, and they will not likely return
until prorogation if over. ‘‘Fugitives from
justice,” they were styled by Mr, Taylor the
other day, and while this may be a some-
what exaggerated expression, yet there is
no denying the fact that these ministers
are away from the capital simply because
they do not want to face the Opposition
music in the house. Now the question
arises, If these ministers can absent them-
selves from their official dutfes at the most
important period of the year, when their
presence is required, why shouid they not
be away altogether? . In other words, what?
necessity is there for so many portfolios
when the holders of two of the most im-
portant ones can remain away while parlia-
ment is in session? A few years ago when
the bill was brought before parlament to
create a department of trade and commerce,
the then opposition, now in power, objected
most strenuously to the creation of an ad-
ditional department.  They. held that im-
stead of the number of portfolios being
increased, they should be diminished by
amalgamating some of the existing depart-
ments. The view they put forward was,
seemingly, good enough in opposition, but
like most of the pre-elédtion planks of the
Liberals, it was promptly broken when the
party gets into power.

That Mr. Sifton should be here goes with-
ont saying. There are matters in connection
with the administration with the Yukon
which require to be elucidated, and while
Mr. Sutherland Is good enmough as a stop
gap, yet it stands to reason that he cannot
have that full knowledgw of the aff¥ifrs of
his department which the responsible min-
ister must have. Take for instance the
discussion which occurred in the house this
week. Sir Hibbert Tupper, who has made
a close -study of Yukon affairs, purposes
discussing certain phases of the adminis-
tration of that country by Mr. Sifton, and
wilt @tﬂlze the motion to go into supply,
to enable, him to raise the issues, ‘This
week he dealt with thé scandalous tram-
| gactions of Major Walsh, et al arising
out of the closing of Dominion Oreek, ad-
mittedly one of“the best gold bearing
creeks in the digtrict, and the subsequent
opening of the creek to the miners. Sir

ing the Walsh regime, Now, to come back
to the point mentioned above, Mr. Suther-
land himself, although he has been admin-
istering the department for three months,
did not feel equal to the' responsibility of
defending his absent colleague and shunted
the duty upon the solicitor-general. The
latter made a most lamentable exhibition of
himself, not even touching the issue, except
to say that he thought the agreement be-
tween Walsh and the Indians was all right.
The action of ministers in refusing all in-
quiries into this Dominion Creek transac-
tion simply puts a preminm on frawd by
public officials.

The Liberal papers made a great hurrah
over the announcement that the Canadian
exhibit at Paris was to be closéd on Sunday.
‘They shouted too soon. The major portion
of Canada’s exhibits are scattered through
the main buildings,” and these are to he
open to thé gaze of the public on the Sab-
bath. Only the Colonial buildings, five-
sixths of the cost of which has been borne
by Canada, are to bé closed on Sunday,
and it would be an extraordinary thing
if' in conmection of the structure in which
Canada, Tasmania, and Western Australia
are alone interested, they could not apply
Sunday closing to it.

Mr. Taylor discussed at length this week
the binder twine policy of the fdeeral gov-
ernment. It will be remembered that the
Conservative administration decided to fit
up an establishment at Kingston peniten-
tiary in which convicts could be employed
to manufacture binder twine for the far-
mers, in order to cripple the operatiens of
the twine combine, and at the same time
to- Keep the convicts: busy. The late gov-
ernment took every step to see that the
product got into the hands of the farmers
at the lowest possible cost. Agents were
sent throughout the country to seil the
twine direct to the farmers, but when the
government which is now in power took
office, they adopted a different plan. They
had friends to whom it was necessary to
administer the bottle, and accordingly one
Year, Hobbs & Co. of London, got the twine
output, and smother year it fell to those
.staunch Grits, Bates & Son, of Ottawa.
iBy the course which the government has
adopted, thefr political friends have Deen
renabled to play into the hands of the com-
biners, with the result that the farmers of
Canada, insteafl of getting binder twine at
fabout eight cents a pound, have in many
cases to pay more than double.

Col, Prior has ded in emphasizing
the unfairness of the government’s treat-
ment of British Columbia respecting the
Darcey Island lepers. Replying to the meém-
ber for Victoria yesterday, Mr. Fisher ad-
mitted that the cases of leprogy from Mani-
toba and Nova Scotia were being Rept at
the Tracadie, N. B. lazaretto at the expense
of the. federal government, and that the
Dominion paid the transportation expenses
to the amount of $1,407. Notwithstanding
these: precedents; the Dominion government
declines to treat British Columbia fairly.
The people of the province may draw their
own Inferences, and will be able to show
their condemnation of this action before
many months are over.
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mething About the Fascinating Science
of Submarine Mining.

From the London Daily ‘Mail.

The difcussions on the possibility of an
invasion of England in the autemn naturally
turn one’s attention to the subjeet of sub-
marinre mining—a defensive measure about
whicli the utmost secrecy is observed by the
government..

There are various kinds of submarine
mines. Some are caused to explode when
in contact with or close to a vessel; others
act at a greater distance. Some again, are
under control, while others, once they are
laid ‘down, act automatieally.

What are called: observation mines are,
fed by electricity from the observing sta-
tion. @ontrolled electro-contact mines are
fired when a hostile vessel by striking
against them gives motice that it Is over
the mine,

TUncontrolled hanical eleetr hani-

Charles pointed out that a notice was 1
by Commissioner Walsh that the ereek
would be opened for locating claims on July
1ith, 1898, and everybody in the Yukon'
country supposed that this notice would
be adhered to. Not 8o, - however.  The
commissioner changed the date of the
opening to the 8th of July, and before the
notices were sent out to the public, Com-
missioner ‘Wailsh’'s brothers, Phil and Lewls
started four Indians, whom they had taken
from Ontario, as guldes, cooks, 'ete,, to
locate claims; the Indians. by agreement,
being entitled to one-fourth of the claims,
and fhe Walshés to three-fourths. ' Not-
withstanding that the testimony. of this
t tion is most explieit, the govern.

nial, and winding up with a req that
he be paid his arrears of salary, amounting
according to the bill which he rendered,’
to over $5,000. Sir Charles Tupper recelved

ment does nothing to enquire into the af-
fair, and has defended Walsh, for the part
he had in it. This is a sample of the man.
ner in which the Yukon was governed dur-

this letter on Monday, May 21, and the

v

cal, or chemical mines explode when struck.

Dormant mines are those sunk-and attach-
ed to the bottom, but, on the approach of
a hostile fleet or vessel, can be caused to
rise and obstruct the fairway.

Less than 30 pounds of guncotton or dyna-
mite contaimed in a case without any air
space wilt saffice to fatally damage the
double skin of any modern iren-clad, if ex-
ploded In actual or very close contact.

The alr space necessary to render the
mines buoyant does-not, in the larger mines
lessen their destructive power. :

In all buoyant mines it is highly advisable
however’to use no larger charges than are
absolutely necessary, the best being those
containing a thoroughly effective mimimum
charge. Electro-conta¢t mines are so spaced
thdt there is not mueh,danger of their

foullng one another ‘ when aeted “‘on’ by

eddles and contrary currents. = They: must
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be so spaced.that. wher ome is e%p!l‘oded
it will not cause adjacent mines to signal-
as if struck by @& vessel, for that would
cause them also to’ be exploded, and thus:
the whole of the electro-contact mines if:
one group might be fired all at once, when*
only one of them ouglit' to: explode.

Ground mines, with detatched circuit
closers, are possibly the most formidable of”
all forms of submiarine defence. Thelr-
usual form is a cyliidrical eamse, generally”
charged with some five Hundred pounds of”
guncotton or dynamite;

Where the water is too deep, large buoy--
ant mines are used. They are securely’
anchored by dead-welglit sinkers, and so-
eannot shift their positions. They require
to be very carefully laid@ down, for, as an
authority pufs it, “it 15 a werious thing
when mines walk about with their sinkers
and take up new positions wiich they are
not intended to occupy.”

It is, in fact, one of the most difficult
of all the problems of harbor defence to
arrange a mine system tfiat will absolutely
stop an enemy’s vessel at any time and in
all weathers, and yet not interfere with the
passage of friendly vessels. Mines are
really at their best in absolutely closing np
comparatively narrow waterways to all
traffic, Wiy

Snbmarine mines are . ususlly placed
chequer-wise In rows and groups at vary-
ing depths. -When a chennel is broad,

the mine area is controlled partly from one

side and partly from the other. .

The firing room of a mine station Is an
electrical maze of mystery. All the cables
from the mines are brought Im, and the end
of each wire is labelled and separately con-
nected with the firing key. :

The one essential to the successful de-
fence is secrecy, and that Is why In this
article certain  information mmust be with-
held. It is enough to say that the approa-
ehes to all our great ports and arsenals
are effectively mined.

Our engineers ostentatiously - conduct
bogus mining practices for the special bene-
fit of the sples who swarm in the neigh-
borhood of the ports and dockyards.

In case of war, the real mines would be
secretly laid in-very different “flelds,” and
so complete is the system, and so perfectly
trained the men, that the boldest comman-
dér afloat would. never dare to risk his
vessel amid a network of such terribly de-
structive entanglements as & well-laid fleld
of “live’” mines, controlled from properly
protected stations on shore.. .
Happily, most of our great ports are 80
placed that the waterways leading to them
are capable of being mined so as to render
the close approach of any hostile craft
pext to impossible. The French goyern-
ment is eredited with having adopted a
new system of submarine defence in the
following principle. An endless chain,
stretched’ around four wheels, ‘which is’
mounted on blocks of stene set in the bot-
tom of the threatened harbor. These wheels
form the four corners of a large square. At
regular intervals along this chain, cables are
attached, having torpedoes ofthe Leger
model at the upper end, These float below
the surface of the water at exactly the-
depth at which they would strike the vul-
nerable bottom of a ship. About sixteen.
torpedoes would be msed with one endless:
chain.

_English experts think little of the system..
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OUT IN ONE ROUND.

Sharkey Knocks Kenny Out Without
Any Trouble,

New York, J ue-S-.-——At the Broadway
Athletic Club, Yank Kenny was:
knocked out by Tom Sharkey in the open-

ing round.of their encounter to-night.

As soon 4s the men came out of their
corners, Tom let go a hard left to. the
ribs. Kenny tried to return his right
and missed, but as Tom came in, drove
his night te the body. This blow made-
Sharkey angry, and he went to Kenny-
with a rach and let go a wild swing that
went over the big fellow’s shoulder, and
Tom feif into a clinch. ‘When they broke,
Tom hooked his left ‘twice to the chim
and had Kemgmgoint. but he saved him~
self for the e being, by holding on
hard to Sharkey. They broke and Ken-
ny his left to the face, but -
cowld not hold the eailor off and he went
to the ropes from Tom’s rush where he
took left and right on the head. He
broke to the centre with Shnrkémt him.

Tom was anxious to finish , and
t with a short right swing on the gw, the
big fellow toppled to the floor. e tried
to get up, but was unable, and was on
his face when the count ended.

Sharkey tried to help him to his feet,
but Kenny was so heavy that after
Tom had him half way up, both fell in
a heap. With the help of his seconds,
Kenny wae carried to his corner, where

he quiokly revived and was soon able ta
leaye he ring.




