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AFTER DISARMAMENT.

The ilea of a general disarmament is
naturally very attractive, and we all
hope to see effect given to it. Never-
theless the effects of such a policy, if
carried out suddenly, would be very dis-
organizing to business. It is true that
the armies and navies of the world cost
an immense amount of money, every
dollar of which, at the last analysis,
comes out of the producing classes, but
it is also true that every dollar of it
finds its way, in the end, back to the

_ producing classes. Soldiers must be fed,
‘armed and clothed. Ships must be
built, provisioned and maintained. These
things put vast sums. of money in eircu-
lation. -It is true that thousands of
soldiers and sailors are supported™ i
lives of idleness, so far as the production
of things of value goes; ‘butif they were
disbanded, there would be so many more
persons added to the army of competi-
tors, who are constantly striving for a
living by producing the necessities - and
luxuries of life. This line of argument
has its friends, and these claim. that the
maintenance of a  stauding army is
ireally a very good thing for the tax-
payers, just as it used to be claimed that
the national debt of Great Britain was
2 source of prosperity. But the argu-
ment will not hold good. This will
appear from a little congideration. Sup-
pose. it were proposed that a new class
of non-producers should be called into
existence by the state, to be supported
i)y the taxes of the people, would anyone
pretend that this would be a cause of
prosperity ? - A negative answer will at
once be given to this guestion. No one
would have thought, if society were
just’ being organized,. that a country
could be made richer by maintaining any
considerable number of the population in
jdleness’ at the expense of the *others.
Therefore, though disarmament would
be the means of obliterating many indus-
tries, and thereby throwing thousands of
people out of employment, and though,
in addition to rendering such employees
competitors with men in other avoca-
tions, it would convert the hitherto non-
producing sailors and | soldiers into pro-
ducers, and we may safely coneclude that
social -and industrial conditions would be
immensely bettered as the ultimate re-
sult.

The truth of the matter is that people
‘have to work too hard—that is, the pro-
ducing classes have to—becauge they
must produce not only for themgelves,
but enough for - those who produce
nothing. If we could ‘once get society
adjusted upon right Iines, it would be
“possible for all people to be comfortable
without working half ag hard as they
now have to. When we use the ex-
pression * producing classes,” we do not
simply mean people who grow crops or
make articles of some kinds, but the
whole industrial community that is en-
gaged in doing what promotes human
welfare and happiness. The burden of
maintaining the armies and- navies of
the world falls upon these people, and
after disarmament they would find life
much easier, when the first shock inci-
dent to so great a change had passed
away. iy

These considerations have more of an
academic than practical interest, and the
only reason for mentioning: them is that
we have observed how the great majority
of people like to have purely academic
questions suggested for - consideration.
We do not for a moment imagine that
any sudden disarmament will ever be at-
tempted or proposed.  The: most that
need be expected is that'the policy of
the great military nations may be altered
and that, instead of striving year by year
to increase their aggressive power, they
will come to some mutual understanding
to gradually reduce the number of ‘men
under‘arms, and the cost of maintaining
‘them. There might also be an under-
standing whereby the European govern-
‘ments would be rendered safe in aban-
doning ‘the policy of accumulating gold
for war purposes.. ‘This is likely to be

" the first résult of an understapding look-
‘ing to disarmament. "The amount of
money, which during the last few years

- ‘has gone into the military chests of
‘ Eurdpe, is ot known, but it is’enormous.
Althongh the production of gold has béen
there.is_n6 more of the metal available
for ‘cifeulation  than formerly, -and the
-explanation is that it is finding its way
into the coffers of —the great military
‘governmentsy It is taken out of hiding
in the mines and put into hiding again
in imperial strongholds ,-and all the good
the world gets out of it is what is de-
rived from the labor employed, and the

"' goods consumed in getting it. If the
gold itself remained in the money mar-
ket,the result would be an advance in
prices, and a great stimulus to enterprise
of every kind. If the proposal of the
Czar shall result in nothing more than

-acesmtionintheloekinznpot:oldhy
the’ continental powers of Europe, the
world will be-greatly the gainer.

The officials of the Canadian Pacific
Navigation, Company -direct the atten-
' tionof the ‘Oolonist to the fact that they

“fave a comfortable set of ‘waiting rooms
in the same building as the ticket office,

* the men’s room being downstairs and the
.ladies’ room upstairs. They' appreciate
fully ‘what the Colonist had  in ‘mind,

7. pamely, ‘the advantage of a waiting

".. ‘room jimto  which’ passéngers ‘Pould go

" directly on stepping out of the ‘steamer,

but they siy that the arrisgéments of

“the wharf, which is not the property of

the company, are such that it would be

out of the question to provide such a
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they could under the circumstances. We
suggest to the officials of the company
that if they would put up signs in con-
spicuous places on their boats, telling
where the waiting rooms are, and also a
conspicuous sign at the steamer landing,
indicating the direction in which passen-
gers should go te reach the rooms, they
would confer a great favor upon the
travelling public at a ~wery small cost;
and would do something towards allevi-
ating the necessary inconvenience at-
tending debarkation from a steamer upon
guch a small and inconveniently atranged
wharf,

e e
THE ROYAL COMMISSION.

gic of a opera has been transmitted by
it perfectly upwards of three hundred
miles. The great success attending its
use in thé city, where it was invented,
has led to its introduction into London,
and present indications are that it will
come into even more general use tham
existing telephones, to which, it is said,
it can be adapted so as not to interfere
with their dse as at present.

Speaking of this invention, of, more
strictly speaking, this adaptation of the
telephone, one writer says that it is im-
possible to fix the limit of its application.
One special use of it was exemplified in
the case of the Prince of Wales, when
he was confined to his bed by his broken
knee-cap. The pleasure telephone will
become a feature of all hospitals, and
will be a seurce of untold comfort to
convalescent = patients. It can be em-
ployed in connection with churches, so
that invalids can hear the sermons and
music in their own homes without leaving
their beds. As distance seems to be no
obstacle to the transmission of sounds
over the wire, we may one day be able to
sit in our parlors in Victoria and hear
the budget speech delivered at Ottawa
or the playing of the National Anthem
at the opening of parliament. This won-
derful machine suggests that we are liv-
ing on the edge of most wonderful condi-
tions. .

We print to-day the evidence as far as
it has been given before Chief Justice
MeColl, sitting as a royal commissioner
to inguire into certain payments in con-
pection with the parlilament building.

We do not think it advisable to make
any comments at this time, and will re-
.gerve what we have to say until all the
witnegses have been examined. The pub-
lie will agree. with us that this is a
much better plan than keeping up a run-
ing - comment. The, investigation is in
the nature of a proceeding in court, and
comment ought te be deferred until ‘it
is at an end, unless for some unforeseen
reason it may appear desirable to say

something during the progress of the in-
vestigation.
In the meantime all we ask is that

before any coneclusions are drawn from
the evidence unfavorable to Mr. Turner
and his ministry, the public will wait un-
til both sides have been heard.

THE ONTARIO BIRTH RATE.

Ontario is disturbed over the fact that
its birth rate is apparently the lowest in
the world. The registration shows the
number of births to be. 20.7 per 1,000
population, ‘which is nearly 2 lower
than that of France, hitherto supposed to
be the minimum. No one is quite cer-
tain how to account for it, and the gen-
eral disposition is to lay the blame upon
the registration, but this will hardly ae-
count for the great difference between
that favored province and Great Britain,
where the rate is 30. In Hungary it is
40, and in some parts of Russia 50. The
importance of the matter cannot be over-
stated, for so low a birth rate means the
decay of one of the finest samples of the
Anglo-Saxon race.

It is true that as a rule<a low birth
rate is associated with a high civilization,
According to modern ideas children re-
quire very much greater care than a
mother can bestow upon a very numer-
ous progeny, and hence the disposition is
to limit the size of families. There is
said to be a definite relation between the
price of wheat and the number of mar-
riages, the number increasing as the
price goes down. This applies to Great
Britain and some other European coun-
tries, and not of course to those ‘which
export wheat. But it can hardly be suc-
cessfully claimed that poverty implies
in order to secure it, Friends and op-{small families. Possibly large families
ponents of the government alike wish to| may eanse poyerty, but be this as it may,
sé¢ the dark~record: from the = Yukontit is a fact thet those races: which seem
cleared up, and if it shall be shown on| to have the hardest struggle for exist-
reliable evidence that’ there never was| ence have the ‘most children, We are
any just cause of complaint, there will| ot sure that there is not a scientific ex-
be profound feeling of satisfaction in alll nianation for this. Plants grown at the
ranks. :!t is hardly likely that such al porthern limit of their successful culti-
fesult will be reached, for where there 8| votion produce more seeds than' those
so much smoke there must be some fire; grown  further south. Northern plants
but the truth ought to be made knownl! ci.jq a greater profusion of seed than
and what is yrrong should be righted and |} hi0a1 plants, and northern animals are
the g‘nilty should be punished. more . prolific than thoge indigenous to

It is proper to say in this connection| . ,a¢orial regions. There seems to be
that the-disposition of the people of Brit-|., " ryle in nature that the greater the
ish ‘Columbia was to accord to Mr. Bif-f oo on0 for existenice the greater the
ton every consideration in his dificult and 2 .

551 effort which nature puts forth to prevent
unusual task. He himself saw abundant i ; i Thus, too, we
evidence of this when he was here last thi8 eXtuckon W Py P

8 = find that immorality increases in times of
year. The general desire was to help Thei ars to bé a law in
him, amd there was a sort of. tacit un- JaEe, - SRe appebel ked to in these
derstanding that he should not be criti- nature which l?ltllt 'ootead PR
cized until his policy had had a chance 4"“"““.'5‘ I tlns‘is i m? OE
G Teas it ‘it thise " peopitrwho| 07 incrensed Simmprality, €8 the. pos-

ey g ‘ reasing birth rate, it
have been most closely in touch with the sible cause of a dec g 3

affairs of the Yukon, have been grievous- is' necessary to edl‘mnte pevple . as

1y disappointed by the manner in which to the neces'!ity' of raising tamfh.es. In
Mr. Sifton has discharged his responsi- Great Britain, where the conditions of
bility in ‘that regard, is only too evident. | life are generally easy, the birth mt_e
The same observation holds good in re-| maintains a fairly high position, and this
gnrd"tb every branch of Yukon adminis- is because British matrons coPsxder it
tration and policy. The universal feel-| o be their duties to _ytiise families. The
ing is ‘that the government has badly perpetiiation of the family is a part of
bungled in practically everything it has| the British instinet. In education along
done. In the matter of rallway com-|this line Ontario will find the solution of
munication, ‘in respect to the purchasing| what must be admitted to be a very
and forwarding of supplies, in the col-| serious problem.

lection of ' duties at the outset,| e

in the making and enfercement of AN INTEROCEANIO CANAL.
regulations for the government of mining
~in all these things there has been ser-
jous disappointment and even great loss
to business interests, and the complaints
that have been made have been very
'moderate indeed. Neither Mr. Sifton
nor his colléagues have the least regson

o ————————

YUKON ADMINISTRATION.

The demand made by the Colonist for
an investigation into the Yukon scandals
is attracting much attention in the East,
and we believe the reason is to be found
in the moderateness and circumstantial
4ty of the allegations made by us.
Throughout this whole matter the idea
of the Colonist has been to avoid em-
ploying the language of exaggeration or
the ecirculation of charges without hav-
ing at least a prima facie case upon
which to rest them., There was no de-
sire en our part to make a political point,
except se far as this necessarily followed
from ascertained facts. Our principal
desire was and is to see that the law
is rightly administered in the Yukon and
+that no scardal attached to the fair name
of Canada. ¢

We do not believe there is a man in
British Columbia who would not rejoice
to see every good reason for complaining
of the administration removed and every
other alleged reason shown to be without
foundation. No one here values party suc-
cess so highly that he desires to see the
country misgoverned or misrepresented

The Nicaragua canal project is not 80
popular as it was, while the Panama pro-
ject scheme is gaining in the estimation
of those who are able to form an opin-
jon. mpon such matters. R. G. Ward,
C/B., of New York, is thus quoted:

] about 45 miles

them by the press and people of British| : : ends. If built with
' Columbia, and they will make a very ser- D e 1t will
jous mistake if they disregard the de-
mand now put forward for a thorough
investigation into the charges of malad-
ministration.

the lock system it will‘have rock founda-
tion on which the locks may be con-
structed, while the maximumn level of
the canal can be cut down to less than
100 feet. Shonld funds be obtainable to
warrant the outlay, the canal, in fact,
may be cut tg the sea level.- On the other
hand the Nicaragua route, which is 180
miles long, has neither the natural nor
accessible ports at either end, and must
| necessarily be built on the lock system
with a maximum level exceeding 100
feot. It is without rock foundation, for
most of its locks and for some of its
enormous dams; upon the stability of
which the feasibility of construction is

NEWS AND PLEASURE TELE-
PHONES.

. A'’Hungdrian - genius has pesfected
‘what he calls “The News and Pleasure
Telephone.” The affair differs very lit-
tle from the ofdinary telephone, excépt
that messages can only be sent one way largely conditioned.

over it, There is.a central office with|. Mr. Ward ‘thinks that the Panama
| connections with subscribers. For each|canal can be built in ten years at a cost
day a programme is issued, when there of $100,000,000. There are undoubtedly
are any special features on; otherwise | many things in favor of this route. The
the regular programme for the day suf-| existence of good natural - harbors at
fices. The service begins at 8 am, both termini, the fact that no locks would
‘when the substance of the news reports|be necessary, and the comparative short-
of the night are sent ount. This is fol-|ness of the artificial waterway would
lowed by the stock reports and so on combine to make this route immeasar-
during the day. In the evening connec-| ably superior to the more northern one.,
tion is made with some theatre or opera| The preference of certain Americans for
house or perhaps with several, and se- the latter was probably due more to the
lections from plays or operas are >
given. The receiver which the subsrib-
er has consists of two little discs which
fit closely against the ears and are at-
tached to a long wire, resembling that
nsed in connection with the phonograph,

cdertain concessions there and were able

to make their influence felt. =Mr. Ward's
opinion corroborates the position always

taken by De Lesseps.
We fancy that one result of the new

fact that .a -powerful syndicate owned|
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United States will be the early construc-

tion of a trans-Isthmian canal, a.nd‘lt is
by no means unlikely that an interna-

tional agreement may be arrived at for
the ownership and protection of the
waterway. Capital for its construction
would be at once forthcoming if the sev-
eral governments interested could come
to an understanding on the subject. It
is-improbable that the United States will
care to engage in the enterprise alone,
for the reason that France has certain
interests to be guarded, and there very
probably would be gerious objection upon
the part of European nations to the sole
ownership by any country of a canal of
such immenge importance to the com-
merce of the world.

—
CHARGES PREFERRED.

What is apparently reliable informa-
tion comes from Dawson City to the ef-
fect that the day following the arrival
of Commissioner Ogilvie at that place
specific charges were laid agains the
management of the Gold Commissioneris
officé. This .incident furnishes the best
possible proof of the estimation in which
Mr. Ogilvie is held, and of how very
little confidence the people of Dawson
had in his predecessor.

If this news proves to be correct Mr.
Sifton will have an opportunity of show-
ing that he appreciates his duty towards
the country and towards the people who
relying upon the reputation of Canada
for just administration of the laws, have
ventured their all in the quest for wealth
in the remotest corner of the Dominion.

BRI SO R R

We present a forecast of the vote on
the plebiscite, and it is quite different to
what we expected it would be when in-
quiries were instituted. Nearly every
one has hitherto placed British Columbia
in the anti-prohibition column, but there
is a very good chance of an afirmative
majority for the: plebiscite. In most of
the localities where the negative will
prevail, the majority is likely to be light,
while in such places as the lower Fraser
valley and Okanagan there will be large
prohibition majorities, so that the small-
er majorities in the other places may be
fully offset. .Many persons will be sur-
prised at the conclusion reached by Col-
onist r¥porters as to the result in this
city, but unless there is considerable
change in public interest during the next
few days, there will be quite a strong
probability that the affirmative side may
have a small majority. The vote through-
out the province is likely to be light,
and the result will not be decisive. one
way or the other.

Colonist readers will recall that this
paper some time ago, and on more than
one ocecasion,  directed the attention of
the Dominion government .to the fact
that the steamers carrying supplies up
the Yukon were not likely to reach their
destination, and urged that a fresh lof
of goods should be sent in by way of the
head of the river. This advice was as &
matter of course dis;egarded. The latest
news from Dawson gives proof that the
suggestion was timely, because it ap-
pears that supplies for the winter were
being then bought at Dawson by’ the
military authorities, the steamers having
been stuck on their way up by reason of
the lowness of the water and the scarc-
ity of fuel.  The latter consideration
will have a highly important bearing up-
on the future navigation of the lower
Yukon.

We do mnot print “An Englishwo-
man’s” letter, and one reason is that she
makes a mistake in the latter part of it.
The person who suggested that the lan-
guage of Rule Britannia should be al-
tered_was not one of the American peace
commissioners, but Sir Wiliiam Marriot,
who is a Q.C., and a privy councillor.
Concerning our correspondent’s stric-
tures upon the American people, it is
right fo say that there is only too much
foundation for them, but it would be a
mistake to publish anything likely - to

tween the two nations. "As to the ability
of Great Britain to hold her own, while
no reasonable doubt can exist in any
one’s mind on that score, our correspon-
dent has read the papers to very little
purpose if she has not seen that things
are shaping so as to bring the United
States and the British Empire into har-
mony. . :
er——————

We print an interview which Hon.
Joseph Martin gave in Winnipeg. It is
noteworthy for several things, Mr, Mar-
tin again mentions his doubt as to the
majority 9f the mew government in the
house.  He' tells ‘the public that some
sweeping reforms are to be inaugurated
and that he is going to attempt some-
thing that will check the competition of
Chinese labor. . A very significant part
of this interview is Mr. Martin’s remark
about the Yukon scandals. He thinks
there ought to be a thorough investiga-
tion. "Possibly this will convince the par-
tizan press that the Colonist has simply
been doing its duty in urging such
| course upon the government. ey

How many people live in Vietoria ?
The - Colonist has - made an effort to
throw seme light upon this question, and
the results are presented in another
column of to-day’s paper. ‘The basis
upon ‘which the ‘estimate is made is
given, and everyone, if so disposed, can
do- a little calculating for himself. The.
conclusion - seems  warranted ~ that the
population.is nearer 30,000 than 25,000,
and it i8 fair to say that strangers, who
have an opportenity afforded them of
‘seeing the whole ‘¢ity, usually put the
population ‘at about 30,000 5

A Rossland paper remarks that a-bank
official there is¢laid up with inflamma-
tory rheumatism and adds: “He . is
greatly missed as one of the judges of
the horse races.” Evidently Rossland
is progressing when it thus places pleas

room, and that they have done the best

The apparatus is so perfect that the mu- position taken among nations by the

sure before business.

operate against the growing good will be- =

‘Cutrent Comment

SARRARARVAAMAVRARAR
THE BASHI-BAZOUKS.

It was during the Crimean war that
the British fleet became acguainted with
the gentry known by the name of Bashi-
Razouks. Tommy. Atkins, with his usual
felicity in nomenclature, called them
Bashful Bazouks, than which no twist
of language copld be more amusingly
perverse. They were'first brought from
‘Asia and incorporated in the Turkish
wrmy by Mahomoud IIL., after the mas-
sacre of the Janissaries in 1826, and
employed as irregular cavalry in subse-
guent wars with Russia to offset the
Cossacks. In 1855 General Beatson
formed a corps of them, which he tried
to organize and discipline for service in
the Crimea, on the European model, but
with small success. Successive Sultans
have employed them on the frontiers and
at places where Islam and Christianity
ecame into contact. Their ungovernable
fanaticism, predatory habits, ferocity and
recklessness has made their name a ter-
ror-throughout Turkey, for they are of-
ten as great a nuisance to ordinary
Turks as to Christians. In them Orien-
tal scoundralism has its most extreme de-
velopment.
absolutely devoid of what we understand
by the word conscience, they will -be
found among the Bashi-BaZouks. ith
them robbery and murder are instinctive.
Wherever they may be there is sure to
be trouble, and the fact that they have
been employed as part of the Turkish
garrison in Candia is in itself cause for
suspicion of the Sultan’s bad faith, for
they have always been on hand when-
ever and wherever in the dark policy of
the Porte bloody work was to be done.—
Montreal Witness.

TRENT BRIDGE INQUEST.

The Times, taking the summary of the
evidence contained in the verdict in the
bridge inquest case as a basis, criticises
the jury and conduct of the inquest. It
is strangely illogical. Referring to the
synopsis of the evidence, it declares: i
is no wonder the jury’s labors were ab-
ortive.” Then why blame the jury?
They had nothing but the evidence to
guide them, and those who have impar-
tially read the evidence, will agree the
jury could not have rendered, if honest,
28 they undoubtedly are, any other ver-
dict. Again the Times quotes from the
verdict: “There is no evidence to prove
that the bridge was known to be unsafe
by the Union Colliery Company,” and
then asks: “Did the jury exercise due
éiligence in searching into that? If
their public duty.” Now the Times
ter of Nanaimo, was sent here by the
Attorney-General to look after the public
interest, and that he scraped up every
particle of evidence he could find bear-
ing upon the matter. He put upon the
stand such witnesses as he thought
knew anything about the case. In other
words, the government managed the in-
quest—not the Turner government, but
the new (Times) government, and hav-
ing found not one particle of evidenee
reflecting on the company, the Times
continnes to throw. dirt. Yes, let a
commission be issued to enquire into
the government management of the case,
and while they are about it place the
writer of the Times article on trial be-
fcre 'a commission on lunacy.—Comox
News.

Mr. F. C. Wade, one of the Sifton
officials, who has just returned from the
Yukon, explains that he took up but one
gold claim.. He adds that on being ap-
pointed, “we were given special permis-
sion to stake elaims on:the Yukon.”
This brings the matter home to Mr. Sif-
ton, and justifies Mr. Wade and Mr.
McGregor in rushing up to Monte Cristo
and seizing each a-claim and holding it
for an advance of $60,000. No doubt
the other officials are protected by Mr.
Sifton’s permit. Of this permission
granted by the minister little more can
be said than that it was wholly improper.
When a batch of ex-politicians is . sent
into the mining region at the public ex-
pense and on salary, with full permission
to stake claims, we can scarcely expect

at their own costs will be satisfied.
Some very caustic comments are being
made -on_the condition of affairs. The
other day we printed the statement of

business with the officials get along bet-
ter by paying toll at the side door than
by transacting business at the counter in
the office. A singular addition to this
story is made in the St. John Globe,
published by Mr. Ellis, M.P. Itisa
letter from Dawson City, and reads

us:

“The administration here is rotten to.
the core. Every official is looking out
for his own interests only, and if a
miner without influence wants d
out anything, he has to grease some-
My’s dirty paw. One cannot even see
the mining records, and find out’ what
claims are or are not recorded, without
bribery and corruption. ~There is the
greatest satisfaction shown on all sides
about thé way things are run.

“ A number of indignation meetings
have been held, but they have not
amounted to anything. The officials
also use their knowledge illegally in stak-
ing claims on the richest creeks. I my-
self 'know of one case in which an’ offi-
cial sent a man to stake a claim for him
on Dominion‘»cgei, ‘and when the.
turned out to be mo guod, he refused: to

 pay the $100 promised for the job. Later

on the same official got the same man
to stake another claim on Eldorado, &'
bench claim, promising him $115 for
doing it. The man staked the claim,
but. when the official told him to go and
get his money for it, the man made ex-
cuses and is still holding the claim. So
‘he got even. Of course, the claim was
first made out in the man’s own name,
and was to be made over to the official’s.
This claim may prove to be a very good
one, as it is in a good locality.”

In the Peterborough Review is another
letter from Dawson, This writer com-
plains of the monopolies. = A man cannot
now pick up a stick of driftwood with-
out paying toll to somebody. = In other
respects also, everything that can be
done to close out the miner in favor of
the capitalist has been done. In  the
recorder’s ofice—the place where claims
are officially recognized—the miner is at
a disadvantage. : He has to stand .for

spection, but no one can get at them
to find what claims are taken -out and
what claims are still open. A remark-
able story is told of the opening of
Dominion creek for location, and. the
writer characterizes it as “a hofrible
example of official crookedness.” Claims
had been entered, and some: were con-
tested. 'Thereupon ,notice was issued
that the place would be open for re-
location. , There was a rush, and claims
were stafed. But when the miners re-
turned to Dawson they were.confronted
with another notice, stating ‘that if with-
in 10 days of filing application, the orig-

If there are human beings| .

they did not they seriously neglected |

knows full well that Mr. Barker, barris-|’

WRONG-DOING BY - AUTHORITY. |

pect that the legitimate miners who go i

Reuter’s correspondent that miners doing | -
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olse on the ples or promise that it

1 gnd “will answer every pur-

that you get 0-A-8-T-0-B-I-A,

Ba
overy
wrapper,

Largest Stock,

DI YOU OBSERVE

The very creditable crossing at the City
Hall? Not a kick in the Counmcil. That's:
right. Let brotherly love continue.
186. tin

Deviled Grabs -

Mustard Sardines, 2tins = 256

Spiced Sardines, 2 sins = = 286

Mackerel Soused = - 266
“  Tomato Sauce = 256

Potted Meats (assorted) = 106

Owl Gondensed Milk, 3 for 256
_Morgan’s Eagle Ousters.

oss & Co

maé\i\:(\\os\\es, Guercoats, Winter Suits

Lowest PﬁcéQ

| uNew Fall Samples for Eastern Tailor-Made Suits Just to Hand...%\..

o

B. Wilams & Co.

CLOTHIERS, HATTERS and OUTFITTERS, 97 JOHNSON ST, VICTORIA

inal locator claimed the property, he was
‘elx‘ﬁ:itled to it. ‘“'Ihis, coupled with the
fact that a number of hangers-on of offi-
cialdom showed up on the creek, makes
things look very shady.,” The result
has been indignation meetings and ap-

s to the government. The St. John
‘Globe’s story of the 3
paid to stake out claims on Dominion
creek for an official agrees with the sus-
- picions voiced by the writer in the Pete}-
boro Review. _Apparently Mr. Sifton’s
permit to the officials to pick" np gold
claims is at the bottom of the trouble.—
Toronto Mail and Empire.

e————————————————

BY WAY OF VARIETY. .
s

Battle-Scarred and Bottle-Scared.—In
the United States the battle-scarred hero
is receiving much attention, while in
Canada the bottle-scared hero has the

‘Will Visit Alphabet Lake.
nouncement is made that the
¢hian Club, of
a to
kmolechar k
its name signifies an; ;
hardly ‘an attractive on.—Toronto Mail
and Empire. The visitors might also take
the advice of the New Brunswick poet:
“Qh, speak mot of Magagualoic,

Or of beautiful M

But come where the (
Flows down to the Scoodo

pr——
The Boot Is Sharpened.—No is
hereby given to the or m&
who kicked in a door at a residence last
Thursday . night, that if it occurs again
they will receive the necessary punish-
ment.—Lillooet Prospector.

Col, Dennison’s Interpretation.—Henry
O’Brien, the . much married man, of
whom 80 much has been written of his
trip to Winnipeg, etc., was to-day sen-
tenced to five years in the penitentiary.
“I'm gngty," said he, “but I’ll try and

stoosts

days before receiving attention. . The do_better
records are supposed to be for public in-|

“Do better,” exclaimed Col, Dennison.
“Phe man must want to marry the whole
‘population.”—Manitoba Free Fress.

The Voice of Innocence.—A little girl
looking into the glass and studying her
face said: “Auntie, did

nd ‘her auntie said, “¥Yes, my
“Well, did God make me?’ ' “Why, cer-
tainly, " And then the little
girl looked from one to the other and
said: “Well, I think He has been doini
lsmtter work lately.”—8t. John (N. B.

un.

Beauty by the Carload.—John Ladner,
who all alone travelled away from Kam-

; ,gr's;”more or less, on

call.—Hamilton Specator. |

God make :ou?:'
ear,
cer-

loops, B.C., is struck with the grace and
beauty, as well as the plentitude, of
Toronto ladies. He would like to send
a carload away, and is going to wait on
the city council for that p . —Tor-
onto World. Mr. Ladner believes that one-
cannot have too much of a good thing.

Impersonal Journalism.— A wild-eyed
citizen was observed this morning hust-
ling around for a boat and some one to
accompany him over to the river. Think-
ing a big strike had been made, and
scenting a sensation we sought further in--
formation to learn that all the excite-
ment was due to his having left his
pocket book, containing hundreds of dol-
the bank of the

yer. We leave our readers to guess to
whom this refers. Fred, you shouldn’t be’
80 careless.—Stikine River Journal.

In the Fashion.—The spoils system has
Columbia. = The Sem-

filled i ‘with offensive par-
tisans who worked for Mr. Martin and
his friends at the last eleetion. The

A Flourishing Order.—A new order has
‘been started in - Victoria with strong
branches Nanaimo and
. Vancouver, _A. O. J., other
wise termed the United Ancient Order
of Job: rs. - The order is particularly
strong in Nanaimo, where the members
of the third = degree are termed round-
heads, The most worshipful Grand Se
rene Jobehaser resides in Nanaimo, a0d
is in constant daily communication ¥
‘Hon. R. B. McKechnie, and Williatl
YWallace Burns MclInnes. - A popular &
frain with the order is ‘“There’ll comé 8
time some day.”” Those members 'ng
are able to read and write have signif
their inteniton of purchasing the Me-
Innes Ready Letter Writer, 2 handy
work for any member of the order to,
possess.—Wellington Enterprise.

it SR B AT ey
MEETS YOUR NEEDS.

When you feel tired, languid, nervous
and are troubled with pimples and er};:’r
tions, you will find Hood’s Sarsapari®
eilcﬂ" yy meets your needs. ' It punﬁf‘.-:
and enriches the blood 'and ‘jmparts to 1
the ' qualities needed to tome the ner‘jtb?s
and nourish the whole system. It cures
all blood humors.

Hood's Pills cure sick headache,
gea, biliousness and all liver ills.
25 cents,

nau-
Price

D OF SE!

Belief That Canad
for Ind-mnity
ually En

;. Suggestion of Cen
Other Direction
fore to V.

(Special to Th
Quebec, Sept. 26.—§
progress is made duy
«-days, the internationd
complete their labors a8
_ journing there, it is
October 7. This will
of the American co
have less latitude tha
and require to be cong§
from headquarters.
There seems to be gd
belief that the Behring$
tion is on the way to
the line indicated son
is, the payment of an i
<-engaged in the business
concession by America
~direction in return for
their sealing rights.
Jt transpired on Saf
Americans have taken
uis to the
«wschooners and their oy
the Canadinn sealing
- can only mean one thig
“has been wude to buy ¢
Senator Kasson’s po
_picked of a small sum
few documents relating
American papers treat
international importance]
were many other poé€
i-same day.

THE NOTABLE
f}‘ieut.-Governor C—;;xe d
Fannie Davenport’|
Priest Dies af]

London, Sept. 26.—(Sp
+C. Cameron, Lieutenant-(
Northwest Territories,
from Regina recently ved

terday, and the remains
. afternoon to Goderich, wh
will take place.
Toronto, Sept. 26.—(Sp
regret is felt here at the
M. C. Cameron so shortl
pointment to a position of
_was well known in Toroj
his qualities as a man of
sterling qualities and pro
deservedly high. His son
~€ron, formerly practised H
rister, but a few years agh
to Gederich and went intd
ship with his father.

Regina, Sept. 26.—(Spee

-gret was expressed here ot
news of the death of Lie
nor Cameron, and on the
known, flags were immed

=at half-mast on all governm

I; is recognized that the N
ritories have lost a staunch

Kincardine, Ont., Sept.

MecKibbon, boot and ;)hoe

.yesterdgiy while marching

“procession.

Montreal, Sept. 26.—Rev.

«den; of: the Catholic Immig;

n,-Hn avho wag

.2 party. of young children

liner Numidian, died on the

Duxbﬁiy, Mass., Sept.
Qavenport, the actress, d
0 clock to-night.

Philadelphia, Sept. -26.

aw, once a famous cricketd
:suicide early this morning
Irom the window of a room
story of a hotel in th
friends say he was tempora

OPHRATIONS ON 'CH

Quiet Markets Re_pc;x-'ted, >
Lossés Where Quotal
Varied.

New ‘York, Sept. 26.—The
«dsy’s markets at the openil
appointing to the bulls, and|
«chased on Saturday on the f
statement were speedily let
<ommitments made for the sh
The higher range of Londo
couraged the bulls, and effo
to advance prices to a parl
«<don figures. Opening price
somewhat mixed, but the he
ao::l succ‘:ieeded by a general p
W er
tles,: ".ll"ll:e mntlpk%tgulg:ng&
s%{'ﬁ g)'so:? gexll)erngly.
!J.mdon ,‘: 'x}g 'ost’'s financial

¥
ay being the eve of se
lahuhoildni. the stock
were l,gﬁleu, while the tone
tical situation. A recq
Sentines and in Kaffirs was
ception..  Americans were 4
tureléss,  Union Pacific wai
-!lind Louisville and Nashville
18 reported that a large
A d withdrawn from
New York lasi
t I cannot confirm

X tion of Ame
and sterling mdrakcets The P
lin markets ‘were quiet.

_Pprices: Amn. Cotf]
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- » Co.
" Mexican dollars,

e brokers $12.
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