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(OUNCIL GET T0 WORK |

A Grist of Business Polished off
by the New Board of
Aldermen.

Recommendation to Make Provision
for More Police Laid on
§ the Table.

The new city council got down to
work last night and got through a good
deal of businees, a great many resolu-
tions, of which notice had been given,
being disposed of. .

There was a little discussion on a
communication from the police commis-
sioners recommending that provision be
made in the estimates for six additional
constables, should they be needed. This
report also favored raising the pay of
detectives Perdue and Palmer to $70 a
month.

Ald. Humphrey, while willing to have
specials engaged if necessary, was
averse to increasing the permanent
force, and Ald. Humber believed that it

would be time enough to get more con-
stables when the hard cases came here
from other places.

Ald. MeCandless thought the report
should have the endorsation of the whole
board, for one of the first things to do
was to look well after the safety of the
city. He was perfectly willing to leave
the matter to the discretion of the com-
missioners.

Ald. Williams remarked thas the
mayor already had power to swear in
specials in an emergency, and under
those circumstances he moved that the
report lie on the table until there arose
a necessity for appointing more police-
men.

The Mayor explained that while the
commissioners had full power to put on
all themen they needed, they had brought
in the recommendation go that the com-
missioners and council might act in har-
mony, for the commissioners had felt
gure that they would have the support
of the aldermen.

Ald. McCandless and Hall, in amend-
ment to Ald. Williams’ motion, wanted
the report adopted, but the amendment
was lost and the report was tabled.

A request from Rev. A. B. Winchester
on behalf of the Children’s Aid Society,
asking for the use of a couple of unused
rooms in the market building in connec-
tion with their work among the waifs,
was left in the Mayor’s hands.

The usual allowance of five cents a
foot was allowed for the permanent side-
walk round the new post office and for
the sidewalk in frontof the new CoronisT
building, and George Noot’s request for

asidewalk on the south gide of Pem-
Yroke street was referred to the street
committee to report, a8 was also Mr. S.
Jones’ request for a crossing opposite the

. Dominion hotel.

L. Goodacre wanted his verandah ex-
empted from the by-law requiring ve-
randshs in the fire limits to be removed,

A Js

~ but his letter was filed. - -

W. P. Winsby’s request for an increase
in his percentage for collecting revenue
and dog tax was laid on the table.

There were four tenders for printing

the annual reports: T. R. Cusack, $1.10,

per page; H. P. McDowell, $1.20 per
psgel;)aProvince Publishing Co., $1.90 per
page; and Greenwoed, Smith & Ran-
dolph, $1.50 per page. The contract will
be awarded to T. R. Cusack, provided he
puts up & $256 deposit to have his con-
tract completed on time.

In the finance committee’s report Ald.

. Williams opposed the passing of items

ageregating $5.000 for law costs and
security in the bridge suits because
though he had no reason to doubt the
amount was correct, there should be he
maintained a certificate attached from
the court registrar.

The report, however, was carried as it

stood.

In their first report the streets com-
mittee reported adversely to allowing
Mr. Malpas’ claim for $10 for medical
gervices in regard to an all acci-
dent by reason of a defective side-
walk., The report favored a six foot
new sidewalk on Pemberton street at a
cost of $342; the purchase of a gravel
roller at a cost of $35; the purchase of a
eart horse, the laying of a sidewalk on
Fort street, between Vancouver and
Cook streets, and two wooden block
crossings on Government street, at the
corner of Yates, to cost $150. This was
adopted. A
» Next came a batch of resolutiong, some
of a formal character that went through
without discussion, and others which
showed a decided divergence of views
among the aldermen.

On motion of Ald. Kinsman the asses-
gor wase instructed to begin the assess-
ment roll at once and complete it by

' May 5; and Ald. McCandless’ motion to
provide for the payment of civic salaries
till the estimates passed was carried.

Ald. Humphrey, seconded by Ald.
McCandless, asked for an estimate for a
pile bridge across Rock bay between
Bay street and Work street.

The mover did not want any more
money wasted on Rock Bay bridge, and
Ald. McCandless and Humber spoke]
favoring the motion. )

Ald. %Villiamu suggested that an esti-
mate of the same work was made a
couple of years ago and might be used.

The motion was carried. .

- Ald. Humphrey, though he admitted
it might be a year beforeany work might
be undertaken, wished to ask the Domin-
ion government to allow a permanent
roadway to replace James Bay bridge.

Ald. ;hillipl thought the city should
wait first to see whether the Dominion
would insist on a ent bridge re-¢
placing the pile structure at Point Ellice.

Ald. Williams sup ' Ald; Hum-
phrey, and hoped the motion might lead

to a permanent roadway across James
Bay at & much less cost than the former
plans provided for.

Ald. Hall, too, favored the motion, but
Ald. Humber believed that the ratepay-
ers would vote down any by-law to raise
money for a permanent way.

The motion carried. :

Ald. Williame met with general op-
position when he moved that the Dom-
inion government be notified to assume
the cost of the leper station orelse that the
city do away with the station altogether.
He quoted the example of New York,
where the station was done away with,
and of San Francisco, where lepers ran
at large. He took the Dominion govern-
ment to task for refusing to bear a por-

tion of the expense of the Darcey island
lazaretto.

The majority of the aldermen, while
quite in favor of urging on the Dominion
the necessity of bearing at least a por-
tion of the expense of the lazar-
etto, were averse to threateming to
tura the lepers loose and the motion was
lost, Ald. Williams, Hamber and Kins-
man voting for it and Ald. McCandless,
Hall, Humphrey, Phillips and Mec-
Gregor and the Mayor voting against it.

Ald. Williams, seconded by Ald. Me-
‘Gregor, moved that a special committee
be appointed to investigate the state-
ment made by the former city carpenter
Cox in his evidence in the bridge suits
i;regard to his boring holes in the tim-

8.

AD CATACUMBAS.
BY A BANKER.

Beneath the surface of that great city
*¢ which sitteth on seven hiils,”’ a city
which at one time was the seat of the
most extravagant and wanton luxury,
and the scene of almost the severest and
most terrible persecutions ever enacted
on this earth—Rome, onte the capital of
the nations, and the mistress of the
world—lies a vast necropolis, six hun-
dred acres in extent, honeycombed with
dark dreary labyrinths and confused dis-
mal ramifications perhaps hundreds of
miles in length (one estimate, which
must, however, be very greatly exagger-
ated, places the aggregate length of these
passages at more than five hundred
milee), placed tier upon tier, corridor
upon corridor, a veritable maze which it
would be impossible to map out, and
which no one man has ever explored.

The traveller upon entering these cata-
combs (formerly termed ‘ad catacum-
bas’’) is confronted immediately with a
vast pile ol skulls and bones, comprising
all that remains of over two thousand
victims of a devastating plague which
occurred in the sixteenth century, which
in the semi-darkness present a weird and
ghastly spectacle, and even now a noi-
some edor appears to emanate from the
baneful mass. Proceeding down the nar-
row passages’' the darkness now rapidly
becomes intense; now and again, hew-
ever, an aperture for air (in the upper
galleries) somewhat softening the horror
of this charnel house of centuries. On
each side of the galleries we see exca-
vated hollows one above another, in
which repose the remains of vast
multitndes ‘of dead. Roman pa-
gans, in some cases, on one side,
Christian martyrs on the other, the
former bearing inscriptions indicating
anger at the removal by death of wife or
husband, such as *“I, Procope, lift up
my hands against the gods who snatched
me away innocent. She lived twenty
years. Proclus set this up,’”’ or, *Oh
relentless fortune who delightest in
cruel death, why is Maximus so sud-:
denly snatched from me?”” The Christian
tian inscriptions bear an altogetherdiffer-
entcharacter, and breathe an all-pervad-
ing spirit of resignation, rest, and above
all, of peace: ‘* Valeria sleeps in peace,’”’
“ Petronia, a deacon’s wife, the type of
modesty. In this place I lay my bones;
spare your tears, dear husband and
daughters, and believe that it is forbid-
den to weep for one who lives in God.
Buried in peace on the third before the
nones of October in the consulate of
Festus.” ¢ Laurence to his sweetest
gon Severus. Borne away by angels on
the seventh before the ides of-w:ﬁy.”
¢ Gemella sleeps in 2 % Con-
stantia, buried in peace on the Lord’s
Day, the sixth before the kalends of

' July in the fifth consulate of Honorins

Augustus. In peace.”” *‘ Requiescit in
peace. He rests in peace,” (not * requi-
escat in pace,”’ the modern formula, as
prayers for the dead were unknown in
those early days of Christianity). The
whole moral atmospheie of this great
resting place of the early Christian con-
verts and martyrs is redolent with the
one idea of Peace. The work Pax, or
‘ In Pace,” abounds at every turn; for
these sainted martyrs appeared to en-
tertain not the fainteet shadow of a
doubt as to the certainty of their im-
mediate deliverance from trouble and
from pain, and their sure entry into a
heavenly rest.

As the traveller continues to thread
these dark and sinuous passages, he
passes occasionally the entrance to a
dark excavated cavern. Here, during
the terrible persecutions, were held the
religious services of those devoted early
Christians ; here on the Lord’s Day these
faithful followers of a crucified Master
secretly assembled after the shades of
darkness had fallen, to worship Him
whom they loved and adored, and for
whom they were willing, if need be, to
suffer and to die. And here too, some-
times, the Roman soldiery, craftily
wracking them down, fell upon them in
their heathen rage, and put men, wo-
men and children to the sword,
thereby adding their honored names
to the long roll .of the moble
army of martyrs wbo now wear the
golden crown, and bear the palm of
victory, reaping a glorious reward for all
their pain and suffering. But though
they were fully aware that they might
never emerge alive from these rude
places of worship, yet they were willing
to risk dear life itself in their desire to
honor their Master by assembling to
worship Him and to sing His praises.
But how many of us would attend
church or chapel if we thought there
was a 1isk of being slaughtered by a
savage soldiery? A wet day is often a
sufficient deterrent; the possibility of &
fatal sword-thrust, however, would
more than most of us would care to risk.
Can we be in earnest as they were?

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children,
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The man who stands idly about and sees
the life fading out of his wife’s face, sees
her health going, sees her becoming oldand
faded and wrinkled when she should still
be in the perfect enjoyment of vigorous,
useful health, is either less than a man or
else does not know of the one remedy which
will bring her back to health and strength.
Perhaps her husband cannot persuade her
to go to her doctor, because she _naturally
dreads the inevitable ‘“‘examinations” and
« Jocal treatments.” He can persuade her,
if she needs persuasion, to take Dr. Pieree’s
Favorite Prescription. This truly wonder-
ful medicine has cured hundreds of women
after the best physicians haye failed. It
has been in constant use and tested every
day for thirty years. It isn’t an experl-
ment, there are no chances about it. It is
a certain cure for all daran ements, weak-

ness, irregularities and displacements of in-
ternal orgg:lns pecubar to women.

PHDAT T FAH BASY.

The Steamship ** Braeinm- ” Brings
In a Great Cargo From
the Orient.

Captain Porter In Expectation of a
Rich Salvage Award—The
¢ Cgmmonwealth.”

Captain James Porter, of the North-
ern Pacific steamship Braemar, from
the Orient, which came in from
quarantine yesterday morning, has
little news to give of the voyage.
He experienced the usual January
storms in crossing the Pacific, but his
good ship came through all without the
breakage of even a rope. The Braemar
not long ago had her charter renewed
for a year with the understanding that
she would run between Oriental
ports and Portland, but plans have
since changed, the Olympia being placed
on that route instead. It was OCaptain
Porter’s luck on his last trip to Portland
to make a handsome ** pick-up’’ in the
shape of a large steamship known as the
St. Mary, of Liverpool. When ten hours
out from Kobe he sighted this vessel
firing distress signals. He immediately
went to her assistance and found that
the St. Mary had lost her propeller. The
Braemer accordingly took the disabled
vessel in tow and started back for port.
Bad weather was encountered on the
trip’ and, the hawser parting, things
looked serious for a time. Fortunately,
however, both reached port without
damage, and now Captain Porter is wait-
ing to hear from London what amount
of salvage he is entitled to. Captain
Porter brings no late advices concerning
the war scare in the Orient. Mr. Harry
J. Metz, the only saloon passenger
who arrived on the steamer, is on
his way to San Francisco, thence
to London. He says he is in the
importing business in' Yokohama and is
now on a trip in the interest of his
firm. The Braemar brought 75 Asiatic
passengers and of a 2,000-ton cargo land-
ed 250 tons Chinese merchandise at the
outer wharf. She left for the Sound last
evening. Just before eailing Mr. C. E.
Lockwood, formerly of the R.M.S. Em-
press of India, joined her as purser.

GREAT SHIPS OF THE WORLD.

Some interesting information on the
ships which compose the White Star
line, one of the biggest marine corpora-
tions in the world, has been furnished
the Coronist by Mr. Geo. L. Courtney,
the local C.P.R. agent: In the Oceanic,
which commenced running in 1871, an
improvement was introdaced by placing
the saloon and first-class passengerquar-
ters amidships, which was so universally
approved that all the principal steam-
ship lines of the world have since adopt-
ed it. The Teutonic and Majestic were
designed as the first twin screw mail

ROSSLAND AND TRAIL.

The Southern Kootenay Towns on a Good
Basis and Cheerful as to the
Future.

Among yesterday’s arrivals was Wil-
liam K. Esling, who has been engaged
in newspaper work in Washington and
British Colambia for the past ten years,
and who is now here in the interest of
the Rossland Miner. He will, in all
probability, remain during the eession of
parliament as the representative of sev-
eral Kootenay papers.

“ Rossland is on a more substantial
business basis than at any time in its
history,”’” said Mr. Esling, ‘ for the
simple reason that the day of the wild-
cat has passed, and the confidence thus
inspired, has reeulted in a number of
large deals recently. There is plenty of
capital ready and waiting for the pur-
chase of any property of merit, and the
consequence is that development of
numerous prospects is in progress.
There is also a good market for stocks,
and brokers are well eatiefied.

“ Much is expected during the com-
ing year of the Boundary country, in
which, prospectors say, are to be found
some of the richest and most promising
properties in .British Columbia. Only
the absence of traneportation facilities
has checked development, but with the
building of the Columbia & Western the
liveliest kind of #ctivity will result.

¢ While people have been busy gelling
Mr. Heinze’s interests, that gentleman
has been improving and enlarging his
plant at Trail. Modern methods and
labor-saving -.machinery have reduced
the number of employees, and, like
many other camps, Trail has suffered
also, as a result of the Klondike excite-
ment. Itis perhaps the largest town
for its age in Britieh Columbie, for,
although only two years old, it has 600
buildings and houses to its credit, and
has most complete water and electric
gystems. Colonel Topping, the father
of Trail, expects great things of the pro-
perties on Lookout mountain, and keeps
a force of men at work with the fullest
confidence that he will strike another
Le Roi.”

ALIENS IN THE GOLD FIELDS.

To tHE EDprToR :—The Americans seem
to be putting every obs‘ruction possible
to goods getting into Canadian Klondike.
It will be a case like the sealing one
goon, if Canada givee way. Why should
Americans or other foraigners be allowed

The proper way to deal with these is not
to allow them to take up a claim or work
unless or until after having taking and
signed the .papers, allegiance to Her
Msjesty. Let a copy of the oath be
printed on the license and let not any
one have a license until, or unless, he
has signed his name to the document—
the license and the oath rhould be on
the same sheet of paper. Of course all
would have to be treated in the same
manner, but the British would have no
objection to the subscription. ' If foreign-
ers object they can go elsewhere. There
gsoon wilil be plenty ‘loyal subjects to
people the country and obtain the gold
for the Empire.

All in the country theu would be
British subjects, and U. S. A. govern-
ment would be deprived of her wolfish
excnee for interfering in the affairs of

and passenger steamshipg for the Atlan-
tic service. The :ie:g Oceanic, mow !
building by Messrs. Harland & ‘Wolff
for the White Star line, will also no;
doubt embody some new ideas. This |
vessel will be by several thousand tons
larger than any other steamship either
built or building. She will be 704 feet
1n extreme length (13 feet longer than
the Great Eastern), and her tonnage will
exceed 17,000 tons.
But remarkable as may be the vessels
above named, the gister ships Britannic
and Germanic are probably the two
most successful ships ever built. When
the late Mr. W. H. Vanderbilt wasasked
why he, possessing such great wealth,
did not employ his own steam yacht, he
replied that the Britannic and Germanic
were good enough yachts for him, and
very faithfally did he act up to his con-
victions, for until the year before his
death, in 1885, he regularly crossed once
a year by the White Starline and by the
steamers Britannic or Germanic if he
could arrange it.

The Germanic has just completed her
250th round voyage to and from New

York, and her 500th passage across the
Atlantic. This means thatshe has trav-
elled a distance of 450 times 6.200 nauti- '
cal miles, or more than 1,750,000 statute '
miles without a renewal of engines or
Dboilers, a performancedoubtless without
parallel in the history of steam naviga-
tion. She has carried 57,400 saloon pas- |
sengers and 165.500 steerage passengers ;
under steam 114,000 hours, and 106 800 |
hours under weigh. She has consumed
513,000 tons of coal, and her engines
have made 350,000,000 revolutions.

THE * COMMONWEALTH.’

Deputy Sheriff Siddall got back on the
tug Czar at an early hour yesterday
morning from Sydney inlet, where he
placed the steamer Commonwealth un-
der seizure of the Admiralty court in the
salvage case brought by the C.P.N. Co.
Capt. McKeil was left in charge of the
vessel., There is a possibility that
amicable arrangements may be made by
which the vessel will to-day be broaght
to Victoria. !
REMOVES RIGGING AND SAILS.

It is probable that nothing will now
be done towards removing the wrecked
schooner Vesta from the rocks at Uar-
manah until the high tides come in June
next. Capt. Langley, her purchaser,
returned from the scene of the wreek
yesterday morning, and reports that a
big sea now breaks near where the
schooner lies, making it almost impos-
sible for anything to be done with her.
He brought back on the steamer
Thistle all the running rigging and sails,
but lefgchains, anchors and such para-
phernalia aboard to be used when the
time is opportune for floating the vessel.
Capt. Langley will now resume command
of the Lorne, and will probably leave to-
day for the British steamship Common-
wealth, whith it is understood is to be
towed to this port for repairs.

MARINE NOTES.

The freighting steamer Oscar after re-
ceiving an overhaul on Turpel’s ways
left for New Westminster yesterday
morning with a load of dynamite. On
her return she will croes to Union for a
load of coal.

The sealing schooner Venture, Capt.
A. Reppen, cleared on a sealing cruise
yesterday. A crew of six whites and
sixteen Indians have signed articles for
the voyage.

The steam schooner Mischief has been

the Klondike as ghe has done in Cubs,
or in our own case the insolenf one of

| sending relief to folk in British terri-

tory. If Canada wishes to be a nation
she must not he made of esoap and
gristle—everlastinglv obsequious —and
calling on Jove for help. If she wishes
to be a nation there mustvbe ahimosities
without which nationality can hardly be.
Acenrding to American newspapers the
U. 8. A. are enemies—let them be con-
gidered such, if thev desire it—which is
at least doubtful. It is understood that
the ownership of the sea coast over-
laping Klondike is in dispute. One can-
not ree that laws made for a terrifory
not in dispnte ean apply tn one that is
Until the dispute be settled—What?

Victoria, January 25, 1898.
JETHART'S HERE!

Dedicated by gracious permission to the
Most Honorable the Marquess of Lothian,
K.T., whose ancestors—‘‘ Steady of Heart
and Stout of Yand”’—in the old days, as
Wardens of the Border, oftep led our
burghers out in time of war, and ruled
them in time of peace—and who, ‘The
Bright Consummate Flower” of a noble
race, holds the highest place in the esteem
?§9d7 atffection of every Borderer. Jedburgh,

I.

The cry’s gane thro’ the Borderland
The beacons bleeze an Dunion-tap;
For English knaves fra’ Cumberland *
Ha’ crost the Fell by Carter-Slap.

Refrain—
Dear Borderland! Blench na’ nor fear!
Our Borderland—nae foe comes near!
Stand firm and sure!—for Jethart!—

Jethart’s here!

II.

At Mereat cross the Warden mak’s
The ’lar’m bell clang wi’ deafnin’ soun’,
Ilk’ prikker grins his Jedwood axe;
And Kers and Elyots rally roun’.
Refrain—Dear Borderland! etc.

IIL.
Then up and spak’-our gallant Chief,
Oh! wha will bauldly gang wi’ me?
Nor Hobvller, nor Reed Swire thief
Shall e’er gae by the Lintalee.
Refrain—Dear Borderland! etc.
Iv.

As lang’s the red-bluid fills my veins.—
As lang’s my airm can Jedstaff ply. —
Nae foe shall daur-tread on these stanes,
Or I shall ken the reason why.
Refrain—Dear Borderland! etec.
v.
His voice rang out ; —the banners flont
The air—while clangs the tocsin bell—
An’ Burgers raise the warrior shout,
To Carter Fell!—To Carter Fell!l—

Refrain—Dear Borderland! etc.
MoONTEVIOT,
JepBURGH, N.C., Nov. 28, 1897.

Dear Dr. Fyre:—I[ am much gratified
that you think of dedicating your ‘‘8lo-
gan """to me, and accept your proposal with
great pleasure.

The words are stirring and quite in con-
sonance with the old Border spirit, and as
they refer to the last fight between the
Scots and the Southerners on the Border,
which fight was turned into a victory for
the Scots by ‘“ Jethart ”’ men, they have a
special interest to me., Yours very faith-
fully, “LOTHIAN.”

Wi

delayed in going North, and will not get
away now before late tc-day.

Purest and Best for Table and Dairy
No adulteration. Never cakes, _

to steal the gold off British territory?|

Even Before the Accident to
the * Cleveland.”

Whiech Fails to Locate the
Trouble.

order.

which the
for fifvy
useless wire.

purser
miles

that the line was up on the occasion in
question, but that through some care-
leesness of those in charge—leaving a
key open, it wasalleged—messages could

not be transmitted, and it was alleged
that a change in the
made to find a place for a Liberal
and to oust a Conservative was responsi-
ble for the inefficiency. The public works
department made a great flourish of the
statement that an investigation into the
matter was to take place. In due time
the result of the so-called investigation
was published—the allegation that the
line did not work sometimes because
storms brought it down and Indians
shoot the jnsulators off the poste. This
did not explain the Cleveland case, where
the ‘wire became workable without
any repairs that the public have
heard about; and now there is a second
report on the subject, still avoiding the
case in point. It shows, however, that
the line has been handled in a very slip-
ehod way, and that while the govern-
ment agent transfers the blame to the
agent at Alberni, he writes only upon
I hearsay evidence, and states that he has
not been to Alberni to make any investi-
gation there. This second report is told
of in the following despatch:

OTTA._WA, Jan. 17.—Wm. Henderson,
the resident agent of the public works
department at Victoria, B. C,, has made
a report to Superintendent D. H. Keely,
of the government telegraph -service at
Parksville, between Alberni and Na-
naimo, regarding which some very erron-
eous and reckless statements have been
made since Mrs. George Williams be-
came operator at that point.
¢ By complaints made during the early
part of the month,”’ says Mr. Henderson
in his report, which is dated December
28,1897, “ I was afraid that Mrs. Wil-
liams was not competent to perform the
d_uties of the office, and wrote Mr. Wil-
liams, her husband, on the 4th of the
month.
¢ Since I visited the Parksville office
on the 22nd, along with a thoroughly
competent telegraph operator, and had
him  make an examination as to her
ability as an operator, I now believe
there was a dispogition on the part of
the agent at Nanaimo and the agent at
iLilbenu that she might resign the posi-

en,

* When Mr. Archibald wrote me on
the 1st and 2nd there was not time to
know whether Mrs.Williams could man-
age the office or not. On the 1st instant,
Mr. George Williams, lineman, had to
string about three-quarters of a mile of
wire fromp the junction to his residence,
take the wire inside and connect the
battery jars and his instruments, in the
meantime arranging the line that Na-
naimo conld ‘work with Alberni and
Union. It wasthe 3rd instant before
everything in Mr. Williams’ house was
ready for work. 4

_* Mr. McMillan, the former lineman,
disconnected everything from his house
the day previous to the dateat which

|Mr. Williams should take possession,

throwing the instrumente, etc., into a
box, loosening portions thereby, and
causing much time to be taken in put-
ting them together fit for work.

¢ Mr. Archibald states that on the 2nd
inst., about 8 o’clock in the evening, he
spent half an hour trying to send a short
message. Theoffice was not thenin a
condition to receive or transmit mes-

sages.

¢ When the message referred to was
for Alberni, it seems strange that be did
not communicate direct with that office
inetead of sending the business by mail
to Parksville office, with the request that
Mrs. Williams transmit it by wire,
which she did.
“The telegraph agent at Wellington,
Mr. Porter, has not made a complaint,
neither has he said that he experienced
an¥ difficulty in working with the Parks-
ville office, since the 1st inst.
«*T herewith enclose statements of Mr.
Williams, lineman, Parkeville, as to the
condition of the line over which he has
charge, also the report of Mr. Kinnarny,
the telegraph operator whom I had with
me at Parkgville.
** By these statements it appears to
me that the operator at Alberni was the
cause of a good deal of trouble.
* When at Parksville I found the Jine
all over in perfect working order. Had
it not been so I would have gone on to
Alberni, but under the circumstances I
did not consider it necessary. I also
herewith enclose you a newspaper article
clipped from the Vietoria CoronisT of
the 23rd inst., containing an ac¢count of
the supposed difficulties on the line, and

“| T wouid ‘only say that the statements

contained therein are entirely incorrect
and misleading, and I deem it best to
forward the clippings to you.

*“(Signed) ~ Wu. HENDERSON,”

Mr. Wm.. Kinnarny, in his report to
Mr. Henderson, says he found every-
thing at the Parksville office in good
working order. The difficulty on the
date spoken of, in his opinion, existed
in the Alberni office.

¢ T would recommend,’’ says Mr, Kin-
narny, “an examination of that office
and ite connectione.’” He testifies to the
competency of Mrs. Williams.

Mr. George Williams makes the fol-
Jlowing statement: ‘I arrived at Parks-
ville and went to McMillan’s (McMillan
was the discharged operator) house, and
saw he had cut the wires from the house
and left them lying on the ground dis-
connected. Pointing to a box outside
the house he told me there were the in-
struments and batteries, and to take
them awav verv quickly or else T could
not get them for # week. Iimmedi-
ately connected wires between Nanai-
i mo and Union, and started to work on
the Alberni line, running wires down

'THE WikE 0 AL BERN.

Complaints About New Appointee|line worked O K until December G;
Report From the Government Agent | order.

The public works department of the
Dominion government is supposed 10| went over my line and found it in good
maintain a wire to Alberni in working
This wire was not in order upon
the most urgent occasion lately when
the distressed crew of the Cleveland
wished to send a message for relief, with
had to drive
alongside  this
The CoromisT received
information from a trustworthy source

staff

to my house, which iz about three-
quarters of a mile distant; had wire
hxed to my hocse on Decembher
2; had instruments working after
a lot of difficulty on December 3;

went down on the 7th ; fixed two breaks;
started out and went to end of Cameron
lake to find trouble; found none, and
returned on the 8th., I sent a man over
the line, and he reported it in good
He went three miles on this side
of Alberni and found no trouble. On
the 9th the Comox line went duwn south
of Parksville. I mended four breaks,
put wire on six poles, and hed it in
working order at 3 p.m. on the same
day. Haslam came here and told me
the liné was in the mud on the 10:h. I

working order, as I left it affér fixing it
on the Tth. Oa the 11th I did not go
over it, but it was still open. On tne
13th I went over my section again, and
found it in good working order. On the
14th I took & man with me and went as
far as Cameron lake, and proceeded on
to Alberni next morning, the 15th;
found no trouble; arrived at the tele-
graph office about 11 a.m., when Mr.
Haslam said that the line had been
working for about an hour, but it had
gone open again; he said he would try a

the counter and started to work with the
wires and we immediately heard Parks-
ville calling.

1 may mention that in going over
the line from Parksville to Alberni, I
tested the line both ways every two
miles. I found the current every time
towards Parksville, but no current to-
wards Alberni; the last test was made
within two miles of Alberni, about 10
o’clock on the morning we reached
there.

‘“ I have forgotten to mention that on
the 10th, while returning to Parksville,
'I met Mz. Haslam on his way to Al-
! berni. He asked if I found any trouble.
I told him * No,’ and asked him where
line was down in the mud. He answered
¢ Line looked as if in the mud.’ I told
bim I had been over my whole beat and
found no trouble of any kind. He said
‘Perhaps it is my end that is down.’
There has beea no trouble since the
15th.” -
| Aletter from H. 8. Law, grocer, Al-
berni, is in the correspondence. He
I seems to have no difficulty in pointing
out that the delay to a message of - his
‘““geemed to point to incompetence or
culpable negligence on the part of those
at Parksville.”’ *

Sydney Aspland, Alberni, writes to C.
H. Haslam, the agent there, that he is
‘¢ expecting important cabfegnms and
have also messages to send forward, and
it eeemed a most extraordinary and d’s-
graceful state of affairs that the meesages
could not be got through when the line
seemed to be all in order.”

W. F. Archibald writes that he was
afraid there was trouble in the batteries
at Alberni or Parksville. From %he
correspondence it now appears that the
trouble was in the Alberni office, yet the
complaining public were all round Mr.
Haslam.

Mr. Keely, in a note to the minister,
says: ‘ It appears from this file of letters
that our former lineman at Parksviile
acted in a very reprehensible manner at
the time of the removal of that office.”’
He also says that the trouble seemed to
have been in the battery of .Alberni,

Mr, Henderson has been asked for 8 re-
po;t from Mr, Haslam. v
BIRTH.

JonNs- On the 19th iust., at No. 6. Hill 8t., the
wife of Mr. 8. Johns, of & danghter.
PHIPPs—Cn the 7th inst , the wife of 8. Phipps,
of a daugnter.

MARRIED.

PENN-DORAN—IN San Francisco, Cal., by the
Rev. Father Leo, of 8t. Anthony's klrgnret
Doran, of Fsquimalt, B C.,teT. Penn, of
Liverpool, England,

MICHIE-BLAKE—At St. Barnabas’ Church, on
Wednesday, the 1sth inst., by the Rev. 3. B.
Haslam, rector, A. J. ichie, son of
John W, Michie, of London, Eag., to Sarah,
elde-t daughrer of »:. R. Blake, of Devon-
shire Road. Vietoria.

LEESON-PATERSON— At Cape Beale, West Coast
on the 2ith ult., by the kev. E.G Taylor
Mr, William Leeron of Alberni, B. C., to
Miss Mary A. Paterson of Scotland, sister of
the light keeper at Cape Beale.

DIED.

PORTER -At his residence, No, 15 Rock Bay av-
enue, on the 26th instant, James Porter, &
native of Bunderland, England, in the 78th
year of his age. :

The funeral will take place on Thursday, at 2
p.m., from his residence, aund at St. John’s
Church at 2:30 p.m. Fr ends will please accept
this intimation.

PARTRIDGE—At the family residence, 113 Quadra
street on the 24th inst. Eliza, the beioved
wife of Mr.1homas John Partridge, a native
of North Walsham, Norfolk England, in the
71zt year of her age.

The funeral will take place on Wednesday, at
2:15 p.m. from the residence as above, and at 8t.
John’s Church at 2:30 o’clock. Friends will

! pt this intimati

~THIS TELLS THE WHOLE
STORY.

A Hamilton lady restored to Health.

Mrs. A. Simpson spoke to our reporter
as follows, at her cosy residence, 113 Liocke
St., Hamilton, Ont. Said Mrs. Simpson,
“For the last two years I have ered
greatly from heart and nerve troubles,

also pains in my head. My appetite was
very poor, and I felt very miserable all
the time, hardly able to do my honsehold
work. My heart was so bad that I fre-
quently fainted away, and was liable to
drop down at any place or time,

Sometimes my heart seemed to bound
into my throat so that I though$ I would
smother. My rest was very much broken,
and I grew quite discouraged after using
80 many medieines without relief.

When I heard of Milburn’s Heart and
Nerve Pills I decided to try them, and
procured & box at John A. Barr’s drug
store, and now after haviog used two
boxes can say that I am completely cured.
My appetite is good, indeed it seems as if
I wanted to eat all the time. I sleep well
and am thoroughly toned up. TrulyIam
better than I have been for many years.”

couple more batteries ; he reached under | C

The Atrican Warfare.

LoxpoN, Jan 25.—A letter from Ugan-
da, dated November 27, the last written
by Mr. Pilangton, the miegionary, who
with Lieut. Macdonald, brother of Major
Macdonald, the commander of the Brit-
ish forces, was reported on January 10
to have been killed, says there has been
renewed tighting at Fort Lubawas, and
that 71 Wagandas were killed and 188
were wounded.

SPREAD OF LA GRIPPE.

Distressing Nature of the Influenza Phase
of the Disease—Immediate Help From
Cr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Powder—

Fifty Members of Parliament
Bear Testimony.

Grippe, this season, attacks the head and
throat with great severity. That remark-
able remedy Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal powder
gives instant relief. W.H. Bennett, M.P. for
East Simcoe and fifty other members of
Parliament have borne testimony over their
own signatures to the virtues to this rem-
edy. Itis known the continent over. C.
G. Archer, Brever, Maine, says: ‘* I had
catarrh for several years, ater would
run from my eyes and}nose days at atime.
Dr. Agnew’s Catarrh Powder was the only
remedy that gave substantial relief, and
since using it [ have not had an attack.”

¥or Sale by Dean & Hiscocks and Hall &
Jo.

London Conservatives.
LoxpoN, Jan. 24.—(Special)—It is said
that Lieut.-Colonel W, H. Lindsay, com~-
manding officer of the Seventh Fusiliers
will be the standard bearer for the Con-
:grvativea at the coming provincial elec-
ions.

Pauline Johnson to Wed.

WINNIPEG, Jan, 24—(8pecial)—The en-
gagement is announced of Mr. Charles
R.T. Drayton, of this city, to Miss E.
Pauline Johnson, the Indian poetess of
Brantford, Ont. Miss Johnson is giving
recitals in Manitoba at present. The
marriage will take place in September.

FREE TO LADIES.

‘We will give one lady in each town or villa,
a fnll gized $2 case of LUXURA, the only
Toilet artiele in the world that will develop the
bust or any part of the f e form, remove
wrinkles, ete. Write to-day for it. G. M. WIG-
GIS, 112 NWest 82nd Street, New York.

-

Free Trial To Any Honest L

The Foremest Medical Company
in the World in the Cure of
Weak Men Makes this Gifer.

HEALTH AND ENERGY ASSURTD.
HAPPY MARRIAGE, GOOD
TEMPER, LONG LIFE.

Tn all the world to-day—in all the history of the
world—no doctor nor iustitution bas treate and
restored 80 many men a8 has the famed LILE
MEDICAL CO. of Butfalo, N. Y.

This is due to tue face that the company ¢. u'ro'e .
some inventions and discoveries which hLave ne
equal in the whole realm of medical science.

SCIENCE TRIMMIKG
THELAMPOF

So much deception has been practiced in ade
vertising that thie ,frand ®ld company now for the
first time makes this startling offer ; —

They will send their costly and magieally effoe-
tive appliance and & whole month’s course of re-
storative remedies, positively on trial without
expense to any honest and reliable man !

Not a dollar need be advanged—not a penny
gaid—till resulis are known to and acknowiedged

y the patient

The Erie Medical Compan
remedies bave been talked
about s} over the world, till
-of them, -

They restore or create strength, vigor, healthy
tissue and new life,

They quickly stop drains on the system that say
the energy.

They cure nerv , despondency and arn
the effects of evil habits, excesres, overwork, ete.

They give full strength, development and toue
to every portion awl crgan of the body

Failare is impossible and age is no barrier.

This ‘¢ Tria: without Exneuse ”’ offer is limited
by the company to a short time, 8Ld application
must be masde at once

No C. 0. D. scheme no bogus philanthropy nor
deception, no exposure—s clesn uginess proposi-
tion by a company of high financial and profes-
sional standing. &

Write to the ERTE MEDICAL COMPANY,
BUFFALO, N.Y ., and refer 10 seglng the account
of their otfer in this paper.

appliance andh
ut aod written
‘ery mun Las heardd

TISHBILTIE |

Do you feel more tired in the morninf
than on going to bed? Do you have mel-
ancholy spells, qoor memory, shy, despond-
ent, want to be let alone, irritable? fi'ﬁou
do feel so you suffer from Nervous Deb tg
If you are treated now you can be cured.
If you wait you may wait a little oo long.
Many who wait become nervous wrecks.
trl‘:on Gf vou wait. The sure, speedy curei1s ~
e

“«ITTUDY AN

HUDYAN CURES

LOST MANHOOD.
FAILING POWERS.

NERVOUS DEBILITY.
HORRIBLE DREAMS,
CONSTIPATION.

LOSS OF POWER.
LOSS OF CAPACITY.
LACK OF ENERGY.

Call or write for

Cireulars and Testimonials.
First, secondary, terti-

B100d POiSOﬂ ary forms of blood dis-

orders are manifested

H 1
Blood Poison becrrsite imdumed.
dry, parched throat,

Blood Poison :ggggfzh?%:%‘;a .
Blood Poison ggiswiat you need.
30 - DAY - CURE CIRCULARS.

HUDSeN MEDICAL INSTITUTE

Sto: kton, Market and Ellis Sts ,

San Francisco, - = Cal.




