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list is not only long, but it contains particular conversation that passed be- 
many things of great importance. In tween us, but it is only justice to those 
coming here I had no idea of it nor had gentlemen to say that they', to me, ap- 
the Canadian government. However, I peared to be most anxious to have the 
am authorized uy them, as Commission- matter settled, so as to do substantial 
er, to do what in my judgment might justice to the minority, as well as to the 
appear best in the state of public affairs majority. I was permitted to répresent 
here. It was thought, at the same time, this to the government", here, and I 
there might be some points raised that hope, and I am very sure, that it is their 
I could not deal with personally with most earnest desire to exhaust all means 
any satisfaction to the people of the within their power to have justice done 
country. This being the case, I have in a way in which, I believe, it can best 
now, on the part of the Dominion gov- be done, and that is through the local 
ernment and as authorized by them, to government. True, it is within the 
invite a delegation of the residents of power of this parliament to pass a reme- 
Red River to meet and confer with them dial bill, and, if there is no other way of 
at Ottawa—a delegation of two or more obtaining what we are all of opinion 
of the residents of Red River, as they ought to be done, equal justice to the 
may think best, the delegation to confer majority and to the minority, if. after 
with the government and parliament, to every means of obtaining that from 
explain the wants and wishes of the what I may be permitted to call the 
Red River people, as well as to discuss legitimate source, it is found impossible 
and arrange for the representation of to get that justice from the minority, 
the country in parliament. I feel that, then I consider it rests with this gov- 
this being the case, it was alone neces- ernment, and that this government 
sary for me to deal very particularly ought to apply a remedy. I trust, how- 
with these matters on the part of the ever, hon. gentlemen opposite will all 
government. I am authorized to offer a feel that it is their duty, as well as it is 
very cordial reception to the delegates the duty of those on this side of the 
who may be sent from this country to house, to assist in every possible way to 
Canada. ’ bring about a settlement. I cannot

This was received with hearty ap- myself that there is any necessity for a 
plause. Then I said: “ I, myself, feel commission to work over the facts and 
very confident that the result will be en- circumstances, but I do trust and desire 
tirely satisfactory to the people of (he that there may be; at any rate, a per- 
Northwest. It is, I know, the desire of sonal coming together of the" two govern- 
the Canadian government that it should ments, that there shall be a conference, 
be. While very little, indeed, was said I am afraid, while I am sure many ef- 
here about schools, the people unques- forts in the right direction have been 
tionably had them in their minds, and made by the ministry to effect what thev 
thought they would enjoy the privilege believe would be a satisfactory solution 
of having their schools as before. This is of the matter, I am afraid they have not 
apparent, I think, from what took place personally come together in such a way 
in the legislature of Manitoba in 1871, as to be able to exchange each other’s 
when, I think, the school law was views, wishes and ideas, and so have an 
passed. It may not be known to a great opportunity of deciding, in that way 
many of the members here that many of what can best be done under the " ’ 
those w'ho composed the legislature of cumstances. I will say to the leader of 
Manitoba at that time were members of the opposition, I.am sorry he is not in 
that very convention, and, in deciding his place at this time, and I regret, and 
that there should be those schools, they I am sure we all regret, very much the 
were looking to what had passed in this cause, that he is unwell, 
convention fresh in their minds. A PLE4 POB UNITY.

ABB entitled to sepabatb schools. - But, I will say to the leader of the op- 
Therefore, I certainly think the. peo- position, and I wonld say to every _ 

pie of Red River—then the majority, her on both sides of this house, that I 
now the minority—are entitled to all the trust they will join heartily and cordi- 
privileges that are given to the majority a]*y together, and that each will, if pos- 
of the present day ; and I think that, in sible, endeavor to outdo the other in his 
one way or another, we should insist desire and in his determination to do 
that they shall have full justice, and justi.ce to all classes in Manitoba, and to 
that, either in the form of separate do it in the best way. (Ministerial 
schools, or in any other way, substantial cheers.) I trust that this question shall 
justice shall be done, and that faith Shall be taken altogether from the arena of’ 
be kept with these people. As I havfc Party politics. I trust that we all shall 
said, there were only about 11,000 l°oli on!y to the best interests of the 
people there at that time, and country in the matter. With the assist- 
many of us, at the present day, ance °* the gentlemen in opposition, I 
have very little notion of the pit- am 8Ure that it could be done in this 
cumstances at that time. There was a wa3h and I think they will agree with 
very great danger, unquestionably' of the members on this side of the house, 
the country being absorbed in the United y”th the government and with all others,
States. That fact was brought td mÿ if, in the end, it is found that justice—a p-°- Drawer ia. Telephone 31. 
recollection, although I had not forgot- Pr°per measure of justice—cannot : 
ten, by a gentleman of high position !ib he obtained from the province of 
Minnesota, whom I met the other daÿ Manitoba it will then be the right, and 
as I passed through that country, who ?uaht to be the duty of this house to 
stated that they were ready to place p intervene. (Ministerial cheers.) I heard 
very large sum of money at the disposal a much respected prelate of the Episco- 
of Mr. Riel and his friends—upwards of Pa* church, one of the highest author- 
half a million of dollars—with the view 'ties in that church, say that, while hie 
of having the country annexed to tire own people were, perhaps, in favor of 
United States. We should also remétn- separate schools, still he did not desire

to see these schools administered by 
dual government, and he would desire, 
and wish above all things, that, if such 
arrangements were made, the schools of 
the Catholics and of the Protestants 
should be disposed of by the local gov
ernment. I fear that I have taken up 
too much of the time of the house.

Several members—No ; go on.
Sir Donald Smith—If I have done 

it is solely from my earnest wish 
earness desire that there shall be 
ligious feuds in this country, that neigh
bors shall be neighbors indeed, and that 
they shall, and that they will, do to 
others as they desire should be done to 
themselves. That is the golden rule.
(Ministerial cheers.) It has been said 
here that some gentlemen, in votes they 
are to cast, may do so for certain con
siderations. I believe, however, that 
that language was overdrawn. I do 
not, for a moment, suppose that the 
gentleman who spoke to that effect, had 
reference to myself personally. But I 
have seen in some newspapers, which 
have been put into my hands, that they 
would wish to say that if I did go to 
Manitoba, ostensibly for the purpose of 
aiding in settling this vexed question, 
that it was no philanthropic idea I had 
in my head, but that it was for the ad
vantage of a certain company with 
which I happen to be connected, name
ly, the Canadian Pacific Railway Com
pany. It was said that there 
question coming on of a demand on the 
government, a request to' the govern- 

a matter of ment, or the instigation, or the hope, 
that a very large sum of money would 
be got bv that railway company from 
the government in exchange for 
tain portion of their land. I believe it 
is said that the amount was one or two 
millions, or a few millions or so, it real
ly does not matter, for a few millions 
nowadays, a few or a dozen millions 

less, does not matter. I suppose,, 
and so it was said that the G.P.R. had 
approached the government with a view 
of selling to them their lands. I wiilsay, 
and say it without hesitation, that, up 
to the present moment, theC.P.R. 
pany have never thought of approaching 
the government with any idea of selling 
their land, and it is a rumor entirely 
without foundation in truth.

Once more, I would express m v earnest 
hope that this school question may be 
settled, and settled to the satisfaction, 
not only of this House, but of the whole 
country. I should like to see this 
Remedial bill pass to its second reading 
by acclamation. I do not look upon it 
that, by voting for the second reading of 
this bill, members are necessarily com
mitted to vote for the tBird reading. It 
there should be a conference in the 
meantime, and I trust that there may 
be a conference, I am so hopeful as to 
the result of that conference, that I do 
trust that there will be no Remedial 
bill required from this House.

Mr. Mulock—Why' proceed at all if 
you are satisfied that there can be a 
settlement?

Sir Donald Smith—I think myself, at 
any rate, certainly having gone so far, it 
is well that the principle of the bill shall 
be maintained by all ; and it will be foi
ns, for further consideration afterwards, 
what shall be done in the 
(Loud Ministerial cheers.)

NORTHWEST HISTORY. was 120 or 140 miles away from the Red 
River, when he was on his way back 
from his abortive mission, and, conse
quently, I had to deal with these mat
ters myself.

Sir Donald then gave a letter, expres
sing the satisfaction with which Sir Don
ald had placed his services at the dis
position of the Canadian government 
and containing this clause: You will 
observe it (n message from Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State) calls upon all who 
have an}- complaint to make or wishes to 
express, to address themselves to me as 
Her Majesty’s representative, and you 
may state, with the utmost confidence, 
that the Imperial government has no

Ottawa, March 19.—During thecourse ™tent‘on °f acting otherwise, or permit-
.. __ , . , ting to act oth-rwise, than in perfect

of the long, protracted sitting ot the good faith toward the inhabitants of the 
House of Commons in discussion of the j Red River district of the Northwest. 
Remedial bill, Sir Donald A. Smith said : The people may rely upon it that re
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Exhaustive Review of Provincial 
Annuals—A Plea for Justice 

. to All Classes.
Should remember to use only two-thirds 
as much Cottolene as they formerly used ] 
df lard or butter. With two-thirds the 1 
quantity they will get better results at less | 
cost than it is possible to get with lard or \ 
butter.

i

When Cottolene is used for frying 
articles that are to be immersed, a bit of bread should be dropped, into it to 
ascertain ifitisat the right heat. "When the bread browns in half aminute 
the Cottolene is ready. Never let Cottolene get hot enough to smoke.

T““* Imfoktamt Fourni Th. fi-jlng ps» •tuais be coll when the Cottolene I. put in. Cottolene hent. to 
the cooking point sooner than lard. It never sputters when hot
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After the many able and eloquent ad- spect and protection will be extended to 
, , , : , , , the different religious persuasions, thatdresses to which you and this house titles to every description of property 
have listened for these many days back, will be perfectly guarded, and that all 
and after the exhaustive discussion the franchises which existed, or which 
which has taken place, it would be en- the people may prove themselves quali- 
... . , , f . ... tied to exercise, shall be duly continued,tirely out of place for me to suppose that 0r liberally conferred. In declaring the 
anything I could say would change one desire and determination of Her Majes- 
single vote of those who are about to ty’s cabinet, you may very safely use the 
pronounce upon the question now at terms of the ancient formula that “right 
issue. But, as representing one of the shall be done in all cases.” 
foremost, I would say the foremost, con- Continuing, Sir Donald said : A let- 
stituency of the Dominion, as having, ter to the same effect was sent to Gov- 
some twenty-five years ago this month, ernor MacTavish, who was then gov- 
taken my seat as the first member from ernor of Assiniboia. I have said that 
that new country of Manitoba; as hav- there were great misgivings on the part 
ing, also, been a member of the first leg- of the people of the Northwest with re- 
islature of Manitoba; and, further, as sard to the treatment they would receive 
having been intimately connected for from the Canadian government, and that 
many years with the vast and import- they regarded with apprehension con- 
ant country, Rupert’s Land, before it federation with Canada, 
became a portion of the Dominion, I what riel said.
am sure the house will indulge me, 
even at this very late period of the 
debate, while I say a few words. I do 
not for a moment propose to enter into 
the merits of the case. These have been 
discussed, and ably discussed, on both 
sides of the House, but I think I may 
point to the circumstances under which, 
as commissioner from the Dominion, I 
went to the Northwest at a very critical 
period of this country’s history. What 
were the circumstances of the country, 
and what were the relations of England, 
and of Canada, to the neighboring Re
public at that time? We all know that 
they were anything but friendly ; indeed 
that there was a very bitter feeling be
tween the two countries, for the Ala
bama difficulty had not yet been dis
posed of, the joint high commission had 
not eat, as it did afterwards, to dispose 
of those very important points relating 
to the two countries, and which came 
up from the civil war in the United 
States. At that time, too, we had not 
the same feeling of cordiality, on the 
part of the Mother Country, towards the 
Colonies, as we have to-day. The 
change is, indeed, a happy 
as showing the position of the country, 
and in showing on what the people 
of the Red river in a great measure de
pended, namely, the sympathy of those 
in the neighboring States of America, 
when they rose in insurrection against 
the Mother Country and against Canada 
—to read an authority on that question 
—I have in my hand a newspaper which 
will be taken as good authority, I have 
no doubt, for it is the official organ of 
the Provisional Government of that day.
Sir Donald read the heading of the arti
cle, reading:—“The consolidation—the 
future of the American continent—one 
flag—one empire—natural lines must 
prevail.” And, also, the text of the 
article, which was in favor of annexa
tion.
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meers .
* rs.But they came together, in an open 

air meeting, on the 19th and 20th of 
January. After the complaints had been 
given they determined to form a con
vention, and, perhaps, I will be per- 
mitted’to read a few lines here in which 
Mr. Riel, who then assumed the title of 
president of the provisional government, 
and Mr. Donahoe, his right hand man, 
spoke of the proceedings at that meet
ing. Mr. Riel and Mr. Donahoe both 
exclaimed: “We accept the commis
sion as genuine, and are merely to con
sider what is to be done under it,” and 
then Mr. Riel said: “Before this as
sembly breaks up I can’t but express 
my feelings, however briefly. I 
here with fear. We are not yet ene
mies, but we came very nearly being so. 
As soon as we understood each other we 
joined in demanding what English fel
low subjects in common with us believed 
to be our just rights. I am not afraid 
to say our rights, for we all have rights. 
We claim no half rights, mind vou, 
but all the rights we are entitled 
to. Those rights will be set forth 
by our representatives, and, what 

gentlemen, we will 
Following on this 

a convention of the

cir-
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se27-tfone is more, 
get them.” 
there was 
delegates appointed from all parts of the 
settlement. There were 24, an equal 
number for both sides, French and Eng
lish. They met, and they brought up, 
in the first instance, a bill of rights, 
which ha l been drawn up by Mr. Riel 
and his friends. But that was objected 
to, and was not accepted by the conven
tion. Then it was decided that another 
bill of rights should be framed. This 
was done by the convention, and I have 
here an authentic paper showing what 
it is. It is true that, in that bill of 
rights there was nothing said about sep
arate schools. The only mention made 
of schools at all is this : “ That, while 
the Northwest remains a territory, the 
sum of $26,000 a year be appropriated for 
schools, roads and bridges,” and such 
promise I gave as a special commissioner 
for the Dominion of Canada. That 
implemented by Canada; and to show 
that what was done at that time 
approved, I may he permitted to read a 
few lines, although somewhat personal, 
to myself. This is a letter from the Sec
retary of State of the Dominion, ad
dressed to myself :

It’s a Fortun==ate
Chance for buyers which we offer in our 
Mock of Groceries. You’ll never see a better 
-ractieal definition of Golden Opportunity. 

Neither misers nor spendthrifts get tne proper 
rood of money. That luck is reserved for wise 
juyers, and we’re giving a pic,iic for their 
benefit Only vain regrets await those who 
stay away Saying “ I wish I were you,” t# 
luoky buyers won’t help the matter. Jump in:

her that at that time there was much ill- 
feeling and much bitterness betweeh 
England and the United States, and it 
was impossible in a less ' time than ten 
months to send a single soldier to tji.at 
country, with all the power of Grçat 
Britain and of Canada; that, whilë the 
insurrection commenced in October, 
and Fort Garry was, taken possession 'of 
in November, it was not until ;the 
latter part of August following 
that it was possible for General 
Wolseley (then Colonel Woleelqy) 
to bring his forces up the Red River.
These facts show the great difficulty 
in which Canada was at that time, arid 
England as well, and that, also, should 
be another inducement for us to do jus
tice to the minority in Manitoba. Then 
there was a promise made—made, it is 
true, to a few thousand of people, who 
b;td been spoken of here as poor half- 
breeds, but who, on the whole, I 
assure you, were very intelligent men.

HIS RECENT VISIT TO WINNIPEG.

In reply to Mr. Martin, Sir Donald 
said that the record from which he had 
informed the House as to the demands 
of the settlers, and his reply thereto, 
was contained in the New Nation, the 
official organ of the Red River Assembly, 
and the reporter was one of the ablest 
stenographers of the day, Mr. Caldwell, 
a man well known in Ontario, and a 
most reliable man.

I think, now, I should go on and state 
the circumstances of my second visit 
to the Red River on 
importance apart from my ordinary 
business, that is, when, in February 
last—and it may be thought to have been 
presumptuous on my part—I went to 
Red River with the view of seeing Mr. 
Greenway and his colleagues. This has 
been discussed a good deal on one side 
and the other, and I wish to say, very 
distinctly, that I did not go at the in- more or 
stance of the government. It is true 
that I had the privilege of communicat
ing with His Excellency the Governor- 
General, not so much as Her Majesty’s 
representative here, but as one who, 
we all know, has taken a very deep in
terest in everything that is for the bene
fit of Canada. Having, incidentally, 
had an opportunity of speaking of this 
very important matter of the Manitoba 
schools, His Excellency was good enough 
to express to me Lis very great desire 
that it should be satisfactorily settled in 
one way or the other, so as to be agree
able, not only to the people of that 
province, but also to the people of the 
Dominion as a whole, desiring itr should 
be settled outside altogether of party 
politics, for we know that the Governor- 
General allows himself only to look 
equally at all sides, and to discriminate 
against none. I certainly had the priv
ilege of communicating with the Gover
nor-General. I, myself, was greatly im
pressed with the view that, were it pos
sible to dispose of this matter outside of 
this parliament, it would be for the gen
eral good, and I, consequently, determ
ined to go to Manitoba with the view of 
seeing Mr. Green way and some of his 
colleagues, and of endeavoring to find if 
there could not be found a satisfactory 
way out of the difficulty. I may men
tion that, had it not been for the fact 
that I was unable to leave mv house for 
three or four months, I certainly would 
have visited Manitoba some months be
fore; but it is never too late to attempt 
to do what ought to be done, and I must 
say I was met by Mr. Greenwav and 
some of his colleagues in a manner that 
led me to believe they had an honest de
sire to do what was right in the matter.

MB. GREENWAY ANXIOUS TO SETTLE.

Of course I am not here to give any

a
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Jso,THE PROMISES GIVEN.

Proceeding, Sir Donald said :—It may 
bethought somewhat out of place for me 
to point to these matters, for it has been 
said that any promises given to'a small 
people, such as those of the Northwest 
at that time, ought not to have an effect 
on the country which would be lasting. 
At that time, as must he known to many 
of the 11,000 people settled along the 

« Red River, 6,000, or a majority 
were Roman Catholics. 

The Roman Catholics were,alone, prin
cipally responsible for the insurrection. 
They were different from the English. 
They were martial in their habits. They 
had been disciplined, and had borne 
arms from their earliest youth. They 
had been accustomed to' go into the 
provinces for the annual buffalo hunt, 
and, for their own protection, they had 
to band themselves together, and to 
have their commandant, captains and 
other officers. One the other hand, the 
English were chiefly farmers, not want
ing in courage, but not hunters like the 
others. Consequently, when this trou
ble on the Red River commenced, the 
French-speaking people, or a very large 
portion of them, took possession of the 
only fort of the time, Fort Garry. They 
had 700 men under arms, while there 
were no police, no troops, no govern
ment forces of any kind to cope with 
them. Under these circumstances, 
Mr. Macdougall, failing to get en
trance into the country, the government 
sent commissioners, one of whom hap
pened to be myself. When we got 
there, we found it was, indeed, a difficult 
task we had before us, to explain to 
those people what the intentions of the 
Dominion government were. The Dom
inion government had, as I think, very 
unwisely, sent up people in advance of 
the time at which the country was to be 
given lip to Canada, to survey the coun
try, to make roads, to interfere, in short, 
w'ith the government of the country as 
it then existed. There can be no doubt 
but that an impression prevailed in the 
midst of the settlers, not only the 
French, but the English as well, that 
they were to be overridden by what were 
called the new comers, ahd they had, 
consequently, some justification for the 

é opposition they entertained to Canada.
‘ However, we did meet the settlers 

of the Red River in convention, and an 
explanation was made to them with re
gard to the intended action of Canada. 
They were assured that their rights, 
their privileges, everything they then 
had, would be retained to them and that 
justice would be done in every way.

APPOINTED A COMMISSIONER.

I was appointed as a special commis
sioner, with powers beyond those of my 
colleagues. But I think I may be per
mitted to read one portion of thte letter 
of instructions which I received from the 
government, and which was really a 
commission at the time.

Sir Donald quoted from the commis
sion, which declared that the govern
ment did not deem it expedient to 
hamper Sir Donald with more specific 
instructions than were therein set 
forth, but he was to co-operate with Mr. 
McDougall.

I should say, continued Sir Donald, 
that I only had one opportunity of con
ferring with Mr. McDougall, but that
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Sir Donald read the letter, which 
warmly thanked him, on behalf of His 
Excellency, for his valuable services. 
It contained this clause : “ In selecting 
you for the delicate and important mis
sion thus confided to you, His Excellen
cy was influenced by his conviction that 
your thorough knowledge of the people, 
and the high estimation in which you 
were held by all classes there, eminently 
qualified you to act with effect in dis
abusing the minds of the misguided peo
ple of the settlement of the erroneous 
opinions they have been led to form of 
the feelings and intentions of the Gov
ernment of the Dominion in reference 
to their country.”

Mr. Mulock—What was the date of 
that letter?

Sir Donald Smith—It is dated 22nd 
February, 1872, so that there was plenty 
of time to reflect.
* Mr. Mulock—And to forget.

Sir Donald Smith—I mention this to 
show that the Government accepted 
what had been done by myself, and the 
promises made by me as being 
in the right direction. What I have 
said was, that the Roman Catholics 
had their schools and that the Protes
tants had their schools, and each body 
had a grant from the government of the 
country at that time. If they did not 
enter minutely and particularly into the 
description of the separate schools, it 
was because they thought it altogether 
unnecessary. Any contention about 
separate schools w'as never dreamt of by 
them. As was said by the Minister of 
Finance, in his able address, they 
a simple-minded people. To show that 
they really were so, and that they went 
very much on good fath, I may mention 
how properties were conveyed from 
to another. There were no long or 
written contracts ; all that was necessary 
was that the parties interested should 
go to the officer of the Hudson Bay Com
pany, who kept the land register, and 
mention verbally to him that it was de
sired to make over such and such prop
erty to a particulur person. That showed,
I think, that they were simple-minded, 
and they had an idea or belief, that 
when word was pledged it was as good 
as all the deeds that could be written ; 
it was with regard to the promises that 
were made to them at that time. They 
knew that they had their schools, and 
they believed that the promises made 
would be well and faithfully kept, and 
they did not care to have anything of 
more binding character with regard to 
them.
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