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SELF-CONDBEMNED.

The answers which the Times gives to
our questions shows in the clearest manner
that its denunciation of the CoLoNIsT for
the stand that it has taken on the water-
works question was either idiotic or insin-
cere, In reply to our question: How can
the E:quimalt Waterworks Company be
benefited by placing the city’s waterworks,
on what the best authorities who have been
consulted declareisthe properfooting? iteays:
*¢ If the Elk Lake improvements are carried
out the members of the company will be
benefitted to the same extent as
other oitizens and no further.” Pre-
cisely. The members of that Com-

an are, we believe, oitizans of
%ioborin and if the waterworks are placed

under good managemeat and improved they
will receive the same benefit as other citi-
zens. This being the case, why have the
Times ard some of the aldermen persisted
in violently opposing the proposal that an
investigation be made by a competent man
for the purpose of finding out the extent of
the souroes of the city’s water supply in or-
der that money will not be:invested in fool-
ish experiments and in improvements that
will not improve? Why, too, as soon as such
a proposal has been made, has a clique in the
Council, assisted by interested parties out-
side the Council, set up an outery aboub the
Esquimalt Waterworks Company ?

What makes this howl appear the more
senseless and the more surprising is that
the Times admits in answer to our second
question that such an investigation as we
have been advocating, and as Mesars. Keat-
ing and Haskins strongly advise, cannot ad.
vance the interests of the Eequimalt Water-
works Company. What, then, is the out-
cry about? What are the grounds of the
opposition to the ¢* investigation ”?

Our contemporary, with a good deal of
ciroumlocuvion, says that*it did not charac-
terize Messrs. Keating and Haskins’ ad vice as
‘ knavish.” This is not true. In our arti-
cles on the sabject of the report we took
that advice as our text. We did not add to
it or take from it. We tried to show that
the Council ought to be guided by the ad-
vice of the engineers. Yet the Times stig-
matizsd that advice as * knavish.”

Then seeing the ridiculous position in
which it has placed itself by opposing the
advice of professional men on a subject that
could not be intelligently considered with-
out professional knowledge, the Times tries
to distract attention from ite presumptuous
stupidity by abusing the CoLoNisT. It says
that we attempt ““to confuse the popular
mind.” We have done nothing of the kind
Theposition that we have taken on thiswater-
works improvement question.from the very
first was so plaip and simple that it could
not be misunderstood. We wanted the City
Council to proceed in this business of im.
proving the waterworks as any man of
common sense proceeds when he has any-
thing to do which requires forits performance
skilled labor or special knowledge, namely,
to employ the best man he can find and be
guided by his advice. We warned vhem
aguinat cobbling at it and muddling over it
themselves. Wae not this good advice ?
Was it mot advice that we ought to have
given if there wae no such Company in
existence as the Esquimalt Company ? The
men who scorned * experts,” and who under-
took to spend the people’s money without
the best professional advice, were the men
who tried ““to confuse the popular mind.”
And, worse luck, they succeeded. Those
who, like the Times, in opposition to good
advice tendered by men well able to give ib,
encourage the Council to pursue the same
wasteful and senseless course, are trying ¢ to
confuse the popular mind.” What their ob-
Jjeot is 18 best known to themselves. Bat
the course they take is not the course which
honest men who have the interest of this
civy at heart would pursue—that is if they
are endowed with an ordinary share of com-
mon sense,

The great objection to the employment
of a first-class man was the expense. We
have no hesitation in saying that when the
money was voted for the waterworks im-
provements it would have paid the city to
have employed the best man that could be
obtained at a very high salary indeed. We
are told that $37,000 of the $150,000 has
been spent. What has the city to show for
the money ? It seems to us that the balance
ia very likely to be muddled away by the
pottering of the Councillors, aided and abet-
ted their champion, the Times.

O WHERE AND O WHARB, BTC,

It is somewhat singular that nothing has
of late been heard of Mr. Laurier and the
other Liberal leaders. Kver since the Gov-
ernmeni’s decision on the school question
has been promulgated they have been as
mute as mice. Mr. Laurier, they say, is ill,
His illness seems to be contagious, for his
oolleagues and co-laborers exhibit the same
symptoms. They have been stricken with
dumbness on the school question,

Is it possible that they all approve the
oourse which the Government have taken
and have not either the courage or the mag-
naminity to eay so? Are they afraid to say
what they think about the Government’s
policy ? Is it the old story of Soylla on the
one hand and Charybdis on the other? If
they take the part of the Manitoba minority
are they afraid that a Protestant ory will be
raised agains bhem, and if they insist upon
ib that the Manitobans must settle their own
echool dispute between themselves without
outside interference, do they dread the op-
position of those who sympathize with that
minority? There must be some serious con-
sideration that keeps them so exceedingly
quiet,

It is just possible that Mr. Laurier is try-
ing very hard to get rid of that trouble-
some *“ if ” that has hitherto bothered him

and amused his hearers whenever he dis-
cussed the Manitoba school question. That
““if ” can be mads to do duty no longer, and
it is more than likely thav the Leader of the
Liberals sees the Decessity of getting it out
of the way and of putting something else in
its place. It was 80 very useful in his weat-
ern cimpaign that it js hard to see how he
is toget along withous it. The Manitoba
school question is mow the very first to be
considered. It has, for the moment, thrown
the tariff injo the shade. It must be dealt
with and that clearly and definitely. The
*“if ” is no longer a refuge. It is altogether
boo small & word to shelter #0 big & man as
Mr. Laurier.

The Liberal politicians were a little while
ago most impatient for the Government to
take action on the Manitoba school ques-
bion. They reproached the Government for
being so slow and so silent with respect to
ie. Bub their impatience has now disap-
peared. The Government has taken ite
stand and chosen its course, and the leaders
of the Opposition do not appear to have a
word to say in the way of approval or con-
demnation, of criticiem or of censure. How
long are they to remain silent and inactive ?

We do not' blame them for being embar-
rassed and for taking time to consider. The
question is of very great importance,
and their position is one of more taan com.
mon difficulty. Itis to be hoped that when
they have made up their minds their deci-
sion will show that they are patriotic men,
and that the welfare of their country is dearer
to them than what may be considered the
interests of their party. We heard a good
deal not long ago about the Manitoba
school question being non-political, we shall
see before long how much sinocerity there
was in thie language.

THE MANITOBA LEGISLATURE.

The adjournment of the Manitoba Legis-
lature has given rise to a good deal of talk.
People wonder whav it means. Is it a mere
party manceavre or have the legislators been
sent to their homes for six weeks that they
msy have an opportunity to consider care-
fully and dispassionately the very important
matter that, has been submitted to them ?
The Hon. Mr. Greenway, the leader of the
Government, after he had replied to a mem-
ber wko had asked a question as to the
authority that a Chicsgo newspaper had for
what it said relative to the course to be pur-
sued by the Government on the school ques-
tion, said :

This will afford me an opportunity to
make, while on my feet, the only official
declaration that has been made, as I under-
stand it, in regard to this matter. I believe
that it is due tothegentlemen who got notice
last night of the intended adjournment to
take place to-morrow till vhe 9:th of May.
First of all, I may say, the government does
Dot see any reason whatever to change ite
posivion or its opinions in regard to
the echool system of thlsh province.
(Applause.) The .receipt. of the message
from His Honor the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, with & copy of the remedial
order made by the Governor-General in
Council raises constitutional questions ex-
ceeding in gravity and damportance, to my
mind, any constitutional question that has
heretofore arisen in any legislative assembly
in Canada since confederation. These ques.
tions affect, not only the Province of Mani-
tobs, but every province in the Dominion.
In view of these facts the Government has
decided to ask the House to-morrow to ad.
journ uantil the 9sh of May—for six weeks—
in order that ample time may be given for
full and deliberate consideration of the
whole matter.

Nothing could be more sensible and in
better gaste than these remarks. It shows
that the leader of the Manitoban Govern-
ment does not receive the decision of the
Governor-General in Council in the spirit of
bravado or violent antagonism, and that he
does not pander to such a spirit in his fol.
lowers and supporters. It shows that he is
impressed with the importance and the seri-
ousness of the question to be deliberated
upon, and that he wishes it to be dealt with,
as far as possible, coolly and dispassion-
ately.

AN AFFLIOTED REGION.

The condition of Nebraska and parts of
other states that are suffering from the
effects of a succession of dry seasons, has not
been exaggerated. This is what the Port.
land Oregonian says about the extent of the
afflicted region, and of a causd that greatly
contributes to aggravate its distress :

The region stricken by the drouth is
moneyless. This is not Nebraska alone, but
a tract 600 miles square, reaching well into
Western Iowa, South Dakota and half-wa
across Kansas, (This ie the tract redeemed
from the great American desert of pioneer
tradition by energy of settlement, but it
has remained next door to a desert indus-
trially as well as geographically, in that it
has remained dependent upon a single in-
dusery. Cereal production alone enabled
this region to sustain life and to support the
complex social structure of trade and tran.
sportation, urban industry and banking,
Cities and mercantile agencies, wholesale
and retail, banks and railroads, grain mills,
stock yards and packing houses, all rested
upoun the single prop of wheatgrowing for
export and milling and corngrowing for
feeding to cattle mg hogs. Destruction of
thie one prop of the social organization by
extreme and long continued dronth brings
the whole structure tumbling into ruins and
reduces a once productive region to a state
as unfib to sustain life or to support the
fabric of society as that of the sagebrush
desert to the West.

RIGHTLY NAMED.

. This is how the New York Commeroial
Adbvertiser disconrses on Single Tax :

A “tax on land values ” wounld be essen.
tially and confessedly confiscation in almost
itse naked form. Henry George, the ohief
apostle of this doctrine, makes little attempt
to conceal this fact. He practically admits
that the single tax would mean oconfisoation;
but he justifies it on the ground that land
was originally confiscated by private in-
dividuals. In his judgment the single tax
would enable the people simply to reclaim
what belonge to them. None of his fol-
lowers pretend that the present owners of
land, no matter with what good faith the
may have purchased it, are entitled to com.
pensation.

A tax on land values is merely a oircuitous

devioe for robbing landowners of the rent,

accual or potential, from the use of
the soil. Whether the institution of :the
private ownership of land be just or nos is
beside the question. Opinions on'. this
point mey diffsr. But the fact remains
that the eingle tax theo proposes
to confiscate property indirectly without
compensating the owners for it. Iy is no
answer to say thab people have no right -to
own land. As a matter of facs they do own
it, and in the great msjority of cases the
land represents the savings of years of tail.
The single tax would appropriate these
savings and bid the losers make the most of
it.- Suoch a scheme of wholesale spoliation
is utterly indefensible in the forum of
morals. Better the income tax than the
single tax. The former is inquisitorial
and odious—the latter is revolutionary and
anarchistic.

It has always been a mystery to us how
men who are honest in their ordinary deal-
ings can advoocate, and zsalously advocate,
an eeonomic system that is based on down-
right robbery. They appear to be blind to
the true nature of Henry George’s theory.

TWO UTTBRANOES,

Daring the Iate rejoicings in Germany in
honor of Bismarck, the Emperor presented
the venerable soldier-statesman with a
sword, delivering at the same time an.ad-
dress which contained the following passage:

Your Serene Highness sees in the spirit
behind this band the whole army in battle
array who celebrate the day with us. In
the presence of vhis band I come to hand
you a gifs. I could not find a better weapon
than the sword, the noblest weapon of the
Germans, symbol of that instrument which
vou and my blessed grandfa'her helped to
forge, sharpen and wield, symbol of ‘the
great time during which mortar was blood.
Tron is a remedy which never fails, and which,
wn the hands of Kings and Princes, will in
case of need preserve unity in the interior of
the Fatherland. even as, when applied outside
the couutry, it led to nternational union
You see engraved oa the sword the arms of
the Reichsland and your own. May you
look upon this as a token of gratitude, of
deeds | recorded - iti- history which were
brought to a oconclusion twenty-five years
ago,

The Emperor William'’s panegyric on
cold iron is characteristic. It shows that
the martial spirit is still strong in the young
man. The worde we have italicised were
no doubt uttered with intent. Those who
have designs against the integrity of the
German Empire may know now, if they did
not know before, that the Emperor, when he
considers that force is needed to put them
down and keep them down, will not hesitate
to use the “‘iron” which he praised so
highly. His eulogy on the swbrd is in
striking contrast with another uttersnce on
the same subject by the greatest Teacher of
men that ever lived : ¢ Put up again thy
sword,” He said on one ocoasion, ‘into his
place, for all they thab take the sword shall
perish with the sword.”

4 SENSBATION.

It appears that the rumor of Sir Oharles
Hibbert Tupper’s resignation credted quite
an excitement in the East. The Opposition
seem to have believed that it was a sure ine
dication that the Government was on the
point of breaking up, and its supporters re-
garded it as a very bad siga.

It was known that the Minister of Justice
did not disagree with his colleagues on any
question of principle. He was at one’ with
them on the question of protection, and in
the matter of the Manitoba achoola: ha.:-had
takeu a leading part in carrying ib to the
point at which it had arrived. - It was he,
it was said, who drew up the report of the
Committee of the Privy Council, and the
order for remedial legislation was his handi-
work, 8o whatever the difficulty was it
maust have been on some minor point.

The rumor was that the Minister of
Justice disagreed with his colleagues as to
whether there should be another mession be-
fore the diseolution. He, it is nfd. favored
an immediate dissolution. Then there was
some talk of trouble relative to the leader-
ship in the House of Commons. Those,
however, who knew how loyal a party man
Sir Hibbert is, did not believe that he would
do anything to embarrass the party from
any consideration that was merely personal,
and events have proved that they were
right.

The Minister of Justice, on reflection,
evidently came to the conclusion that since
he honestly approved of the general policy
of the Government it would be inconsistent
in him to'leave it because he disagreed with
the majority of its members on less impor-
tant matters. The appearances are that he

Y |acted in the late crisis as he advised the

Conservatives of Victoria to act ab the gen-
eral election. As he agreed with his col-
leagues on all the most important matters
he could not withdraw his support from
them because they did not see eye to eye
with him on subjects in which the prin-
ciples on which the Government’s policy
is based were not involved. His glving
way on these subjects will, we believe,
meeb the approval of the great body of the
Conservative party both in and out of  Pai-
liament.

;, 4 SURBE SIGN.

When the Times becomes more than
usually offensive and scurrilous, it is safe to
conclude that it is badly beaten. Ft has
reached that stage on the water question.

It asserts that we dare not quote one of
its answers without distorting it. This is
not true. 'We gave the substance of every-
thing in the article that could be construed
into an answer to our questions fairly. We
distorted none of them.

—The Times 'says’ that we ** Now seem
to argue that the KElk Lake ‘eqpply
should be improved.” We have -always |
argued that the Elk lake supply . showl@® be
improved, but we have done what we could
to oppose cobbling by aldermen without
proper professional direction and assistance,
and we have also done what we could to dis-

Y | countenance the intermeddling of ignorant,

conceited, self-satisfied bunglers who tried
o prevail upon the Council to prefer their

absurd babble to the well-oonsidered ad-

vice of competent men. The Times has
identified itself of late with these obstruc-
tives and wasters of the people’s money,

VORY DEMONSTRATIVE.

Oar.. neighbars aocross the line seem to
think‘that no natioaal right can be asserted
or no. digpute settled without fuss and ex-
citement and any amonnt of yelling and
howling. We- on this side of the line have
been very gnietly talking about the bound-
ary line between British Columbia and Al-
aska. We-have hinted that what is now
looked upoa- as the line cannot be the right
one principally because in a very important
particalar it does not agree with the line of
demarcation as set forth i the treaty be-
tween Great Britain and Rassia, made and
entered into in the year 1825. We have
pointed out the discrepancy and nothing
more,

Our neighbors in Seattle seeing what has
been written, have worked themselves up
into a very excited state of mind. The
Chamber of Commerce of that city held a
meeting specially to discuss the British
claims, and the account of its proceedings
i the Post-Intelligencer is ornamented with
an  exoceedingly sensational heading.
‘ Alaska is in danger” is the first note of
alarm, Then the journalist goes for this
quiet and inoffensive Province. *¢ British
Columbia reaches ou it’s greedy hand,” he
exclaims in conspicuous type. In the next
line he adopts the jadicial style,and solemnly
declares that ‘* England’s oclaim is noy
valid.” He then winds up by informing a
wondering world that ** Seattle Chamber of
Commerce takes up the fight in earnest.”
The speeches of the members of the Cham-

mittee are backed up by a patriotic leading
article.

The whole matter as it is seen in the P.
L has a formidable appearance, and we feel
a good deal of trepidation as we begin to
wribe aboub it lest some rash expression or
8ome strong étatement on our pirb may ex-
asperate our exocited and indignant neigh-
bors and cause an invasion of British
Columbia, But we promise to be as mild as
milk and as inoffensive as we possibly can
be—under the ocircumstances. British Co-
lumbia is not at the present moment in a
Pposition to resist invasion.

We observe that our contemporary in dis-
cussing the boundary is careful not to quote
the text of the treaty of 1825, which is, as
far as metes and bounds g0, part of the title
of the United States to the territory of
Alaska. This is a very significant omission.
We are not afraid to quote the part of it
that relates to the subject under discussion.
Article III of the treaty begins :

¢ La ligne de demarcation entre les pos-
sessions des Hautes Parties concractantes,
sur la cote du ocontinent et les iles de I’Am
erique  Nord:Quest mera trace ainsi qui’il
suit : '

“A’ parti du point fle plus meridional
de Pile dite Prince of Wales lequel point se
trouve sous la parallele du 54 me degre,
40 minntes de latitute nord, ev entre le 131
me et le 133 me degre de longitude onest
(meridien de Greenwich); la dite ligne re-
montera au nord le long de la passe dite
Portland Channel jus qu au point de la
terre ferme ou’ elle atteint le 56 me degre de
latitude nord.”

We have, in order to be exact, tran-
scribed the passsge in the original language
of the treaty. From this it is seen that the
boundary commences from the most south-
ern point of Prince of Wales Island, and
then rans north until it reaches a point on
the mainland in the 566h degree of north lati-
tude. Now, if the editor of the P..I., or
any member of the Seattle Chymber of
Commeroce, looks at a map drawn by Van-
couver or anyone else, and starting north
from the most southgrn point of Prince of
Wales Island, and keeping on in that direo-
tion until he reaches the 56th parallel
of latitude he will certainly trace
along & ochannel, bat he = will not
go within a great many miles of what is now
called *¢ Portland Canal,” or the line which
our good meighbors contend is the trume
boundary line. There is nothing easier than
to give a name to a channel, or fto mistake
one channel for another, but the points of
the compass have always the same name
and are always in the same direction. Let
the indignant members of the Seattle Cham-
ber of Commeroe, separately or all at once,
assisted by the editor of the Post-
Intelligencer and ite sensational reporter,
with all the principals of all the schools in
the city to gaide them, try to reach Port.
land Canal from Cape Chacon by going
North, and if they succeed we will, greedy
88 we are, never say another word about the
Alaska boundary question,

4 RADICAL OHANGA.

A resolution affirming the principle of the
payment of members passed the British
House of Commons., This is a sign of the
timen. Paymeqb of members was part of the
Chartist Programme, which at the time was
considered too radioal and too republican for
any loyal Englishman to support. But now
1o one seems to be ab all surprised to find
thab a majority of the House of Commons is
in favor of the principle. The question to-
dayis, when will it be practicable to embody
the principle in an acv of Parliament, Sir
William. Harconrt promised thag such a
measure would be introduced as soon as it
became practicable.

"It may be taken for granted that the time
is not far distant when members of the Im.
perial Parliament will be paid just as mem-
bers of “Colonial- Parliaments and of the
United States Congress now are. It
is not likely that the change will affect
Parliament very maberially, The people
will then, as they do now, elect the men
whom they like best. Members being re-
quired to serve their country without pay
have not kept poor men out of Parliament,
and the experience of the United States and

ber of Commerce and the report of the Com-

the Colonies has proved that the payment of
members does not crowd rich men out of re-
presentative bodies. The complaint is that
money has too much influence in: conpsitu.-
encles, and men are elected simply because
they are rich. In fact, the possessionof a
“bar’l” appears to be the only qualifioa-
tion that some men have ‘for seeking legis-
lative honors, and in too many oases it is, on
this continent, considered quite sufficient.
It will, no doubt, be the same in Great
Britain when members are paid.

There are many wealthy men in England
who oconsider that the soeial advantages
which a seat in Parliament earries with it
are inducement enough to enter upon a par.
liamentary career. This will ocontinme to
be the case after the members are paid
Others will find, ag many in America have
found, that notwithstanding the indemnity
and perquisites politics do not pay. . Most
of those who go into parliament poor men
are quite as poor at the end of four, eight
or twelve years’ service as when they entef-
ed upon a political career ; and they also
find that the excitement and the distrac-
tions of politics have unfitted them
for serious, steady business It may happen
that in Eogland for a few years after pay-
ment of wmembers has become law there will
be too many candidates for legfslative
honors. Bat a cdre will'soon ba found for
this evil. Party organizatione will regulate
the nomination of candidates, and in con.
ventions and caucuses: in the most demo-
oratic of countries money and poeition have
their influence—some 8ay a great deal too
much influence.

Those, therefore, who fear that Parlia.
ment will degenerate after its members are
paid, will, we venture to predict, find them-
selves mistaken, Under the new system an
able man who is ambitious to serve his
country and to compete for the prizes which
governments have to bestow on those who
serve them faithfully, whether he is rich or
poor, will find it quite as easy—and no
easier—to get into parliament as men of his
claes and his endowmente do now.

THE CABLE PROJECT.

(From the Canadian Gazette.)

A curious Times telegram from
Ottawa says:—‘‘No information has
reached official ¢ircles of the reported
arrangement between Mr. Huddart and
the North German Lloyd for a fast At-
lantic mail service.” Inquiries at the
offices of Mr. Huddart here elicit the in-
formation that that gentleman knows
nothing of such an arrangement nor of
the origin of such a report. The funda-
mental idea with regard to the proposed
service has been that it should be an
‘‘Imperial”’ one, supplementing the Can-
adian Pacific Railway and the Canadian-
Australian line of steamers, and that,
aided by the Imperial Government, it
should be worked by means of British
steamships, commanded b British
officers, and availablé’ for Brifish naval
purposes. Any combination with a
German company would obviously alter
the character of the whole scheme by
depriving it of this *‘Imperial” element,

The epistolary duel between Sir
Charles Tupper and Sir John Pender,
the chairman of the Eastern Telegraph
Company, regarding the proposed Pacific
cable is brought to a conclusion in a
parliamentary paper just issued, and the
statesman scores a complete series of
palpable hits over the man of business,
The first point at issue was'whether the
existing service was established solely
by private enterprise. Sir Charles
Tupper has elicited the fact that govern-
ment sudsidies to the amount of two
willions sterling have been received by
Sir John Pender’s companies. Sir John
Pender naturally fights hard for the in-
terests of his own rival company, but
the truth is, of course, that a Pacific
cable is only a matter of time,

No one has any doubt of Canadian
feeling on this question of the Pacific
cable. Commercial Australia is even
more vitally affected than commercial
Canada, and this is what we read in the
Melbourne Leader:—

Recent interruptions in the cable ser-
vice (between Australia and England),
due to the breakdown in the land lines,
will direct favorable attention tq the al.
ternative offered by the Pacific scheme.
The tenders received in response to the
invitation issued by Canada Wwith the
authority of the Ottawa convention,
prove that the undertaking is regarded
a8 quite feasible. The difficulties are
wholly financial. The paltry jealousy
which would lead the United States to
refuse its sanction to the granting a sta-
tion at Hawaii is an obstacle easily over-
come, nor do the tenderers anticipate the
need for any delay from the incomplete-
ness of the marine surveys.

What is needed to put the project
through is the Imperial initiative, ,and
that we may hope soon to have, ;

A GOLDEN WEDDING

An interesting occasion, such as seldom
occurs, was bhe quiet celebration in Victoria

on Monday of the golden wedding of Mr.,
and Mrs. J. Dobinsan, Married in Eog.
land in 1845, they soon left for the *¢pro.
mised land ” of Canada and after struggling
for some years with the ups and downs of
life in Markham, Oatario, proteeded still
farther West, in 1870 coming to Vicsoria,
B.C. After several years of varying suc-
oess they returned to gnmio.

B.C. is always to like it and they soon re.
turned, and have since made the Capital
their home. During the afiernoon bumer-
ous friends called, and with their congratu.
lations presented souvensrs of kindly re-
membrante. ' Among these callers were
Archdeacon and Mrs, ‘'Scriven, Mr. and

Hiller and Mr, Clarke, while Mr. Charles,
Messrs. Wiley and a number of others’ sent
congratulations and expressed their regrab
ab being unable to be present. In the even.
ing & number of friends assembled t6 make
merry with the bride and groom, remeaining
until the morning was at hand.
those present were Captain snd Mrs. Back-
nam, the Messrs. Newberry, and Mr, and
Mrs. Moore. Music, reminiscence with

frequent expressions of good will and con.
tinuance of good health, and many years of
life were frequently heard, and *all went
merry as a marr
gathering broke up wishing that each might
live to celebrate their own golden wedding
under such happy auspioes,

iage bell.” The happy

Mrs. Bossi, Mr. and Mrd. Palleteer Mrs,|

Awmong |

AN ONTARIO CON SERVATIVE,

Captain James Murray Hag Ne Doubt
a3 to the Outeome of the
Coming Contest.

——

He Tells Why His Party Holds Publie
Confidence—Hint as to Victoria
Paving,

Captain James Murray, of St. Cath&riues,
for twenty-two consecative years presideny
of the Lincoln, QOat., Libeml-Conservative
Association, is at present occupying apart.
ments at the Driard, baving, with Mre,
Mourray, just arrived here from Mexico ang
California on their way home. The Preseng
is the Captain’s first visit to Vtctoria, and
he has so thoroughly enjoyed himasel; in the
city that he has twice extended hig
Acoording to present arrangements, (s
and Mrs. Murray will start Eistwar
to-morrow’s Charmer.

Discussing the political situation briefly,

Cappain Murray says that when he lefv home
the prospects of the Liberal Conservative

Stay,
ptain
d oy

j party all along the line were never brighter

on’the eve of any general election in hj,
 long experience. Though three great leaders
of the people—Sir John A. Macdonald, sj;
John Abbott and Sir John S. D. Thompson
—had been removed by death, their party
at once furnished another statesman of
marked ability to step into their Place, and
he felt that such wonld Prove to be the cage
80 long as Canada’s advancement cop.
tnued, a8 in the past, the watchword.

‘“ The Conservative party, you see,” gaid
the Captain yesterday, ** does nos depend
entirely on those who for the time being are
its chosen leaders. It isa party devoted to
the upbuilding of the Dominion on sound
and well-defined business principles, and
though it misses the mature judgment and
wise counsels of its greab departed leaders,
it has in ite keeping principles that do not
die.

‘* Besides, where can a more worthy head
be found than the veteran now at the helm
of state—Sir Mackenzie Bowell. He is
faithfal, honest, reliable and conscientious—
& man, like his illustrious predecessor, with.
out fear and without reproach.

*‘ Coming as I do from the centre of poli-
tical activity, I can say withont any ‘ifs’ or
qualifications of any kind that the Conser-
vative party of Canada never weng to bat.
tle with a front more powerful than it pre-
sents to-day. The contest will be upon the
one well-determined trade issue, and in the
East no one doubts for a moment what the
outcome will be.

‘“ The results of the policy adopted by the
Liberal-Conservative party were mever more
satisfactorily shown than now—at g period
of general depression far-reaching and with.
out parallel in many years. The intelligent,
thinking man—and it is to him that the
Liberal-Conservative pérty most confidently
appeals—recognizes that if Canada had not
adopted her present policy of common sense,
the coming of ¢ hard times * would not have
found her, as it has, better prepared to
weather the storm than her big neighbor to
h?e south or any other country that I know
of,

..*1 bhave no hesitation in saying that the

eral business situation is better in
E:I:mda, and that Canadian private and
publio credit is stronger, than is the case in
any other American or any Buropean coun-
try to-day—and because Canada has a sound
policy of national development and has not
been, like the United States, subject to the
feverish desire for a change for change’s
sake. Of course we, too, have some people
who, if everything is not rose-colored,
shut their eyes to facts and clamor for a
change. They don’t study the situation
before them, or seek to ascertain what
results to themselves and their country the
change will produce. Fortunately the pro-
portion of these thoughtless ones is not
large.

‘* Of course the opponents of the Liberal-
Conservative party will grasp at the Mani.
toba school difficulty as something which
may aid them, but I 'do not anticipate that
this question will play any very conspicuouns
part in the contest at hand. The govern-
ment has done the only thing that it counld
do—oarry oub the terms and meaning of the
oonstitution as it exists—nothing more and
nothing less.”

Speaking of Victoria, which is a very

different city from the one he had pictured
to himself as British Columbia’s oapital,
Captain Murray has nothing but praise for
its solidity of appearance, its creditable
public and private buildings, its fine park
and its delightful suburban drives. The
climate, too, naturally comes in for its meed
of praise, and the Captain is enthusiastic
over the magnificent location of the city and
of this Island of Vancouver.
“Why look at the  coast line,” he ob-
served. ‘“ No less than 2 800 miles of deep
water mainland shore line—was there ever
anything to surpass that? I hink not.”

**Of course your streets are not as I would
like to see them—or no doubt as your oiti-
zens would. But the remedy is provided.
Having completed your sewers, street-pav-

g is an easy matter. I hear that that is
already being discussed, and I hope that
when this important work is taken in hand
you will get the best. Don’t in any case,
go'infor cedar blocks. That system is, to
my mind, much worse than none at all. The
blocks absorb all manner of poisons, quickly
e impregnated with hquid fi vh, and
are therefore unsanitary o w degree, and
after a very short time offer an uneven sur-
face that is highly objectionable.

“ With your olimate asphalt should be the
pavement, for yon have no severe frosts to
orack or raise it. Getting good materials,
and seeing that the proportions are well de-
termined and the asphaltum properly used,
you could get nothing better, and I'm sure
alt pavements would give your citizens
every satisfaction.”

Captain Murray’s opinion on this subjecs
a8 well as in matvers political, carries
weight, for he is not only a veteran in public
affairs, but is one of the most prominent
dontractors in the Dominion, Among the
many large undertakings with whioch he
has been Prominently identified were the
building of the new Welland canal, the
greabest artificial waterway of vhe Dominion,
and the construction of the Canadian Paci-
fic Rail vay—Canada’s greatest railway,
————
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