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THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT 
THE NICKEL MINES.

AND

The. prompt action of the Ontario 
government in withdrawing for the 
present their former liberal land regu
lations in the Sudbury District in 
order to keep them from falling into 
the hands of speculators, is one which 
should meet with the hearty approval 
of all. irrespective of party. It is 
evident now that Ontario has in her 
nickel mines a source of revenue and 
wca.th the value of which it is im
possible to estimate at present and it 
would indeed have been a great 
mistake had the government continued 
to sell the land with its valuable 
treasure to speculators at two dollais

We have no doubt but what the 
government will in a short time issue 
new regulations regarding mining 
which, while dealing liberally with 
actual prospectors and practical miners 
who spend either time or money in 
hunting out the deposits of nickel or 
in developing the same, will at the 
same time give to Canadians as a 
whole the benefit which otherwise 
would have gone to a few lucky spec
ulators. The question of the develop
ment of these vast mines is one in 
which all are interested, and all the 
responsibility does not rest with the 
government of the lion. Oliver Mowat. 
Sir John and his government have a 
duty to perform also. We are not in 
a position to say what is the duty of 
either, but we do sincerely hope that 
for once, at least the two great political 
parties of this country, and the two 
governments, will be able to unite on 
a common basis in this very important 
matter, and not allow party interests 
to overrun the interests of the country 
as is too often the case with both.

The Walkcrton Board of Trade have 
made the subject of Fire Insurance a 
question of investigation and recom
mend some new idea regarding that 
important matter. They say that the 
Insurance companies have during the 
it\st 21 years collected from the people 
of Canada the enormous sum of $80,- 
002,000 in premiums and paid losses 
to the extent of $56,610,852, leaving 
for themselves for expenses and profits 
$23,391.118. They recommend the ad
visability of urging on the govern
ment the passing of such legislation as 
will enable each town to levy an annual 
rate for insurance purposes, claiming 
th;it by such an act a saving of.>23,000, - 
000 can be made. The question is a 
broad one and one which while deser
ving of consideration should not be hast- 
tally acted upon without a thorough 
investigation. We recommend the 
matter to the consideration of business 
men and others.

An old friend dropped into our office 
a day or two ago, and after paying 
his subscription for the Lx press and 
wishing us success, sat down at the 
desk and on a piece of blank paper ly 
ing there wrote the following lines 
which though short contain a good 
deal of sound wisdom and common 
sense:

If you have an evil wrought,
Confess it.

If you have a useful thought,
Express it,

Then if good work has a Price,
You will win it:

Take this for a fool's advice,
With something in it.

On the 9th of May, 1881, our worthy 
town Treasurer, Mr. Win. Warnock, 
was appointed to the position which he 
has ever since so ably and worthily 
filled, and during that whole time the 
auditors have not found a mistake of 

in his mmial report, and no one 
ever had any

reason to complain of the manner in 
which Ik; has performed his duties. 
Too much cannot be said in praise of 
the services Mr. Warnock has rendered 
to our town, lie has certainly done a 
great deal towards placing us in the 
favorable and enviable position wc oc 
cupv to-day, as one of the most if not 
the most prosperous town in Canada. 
We think we are having hard times, 
that our taxes are high, that our debt 
is heavy and that our town has not 
been so prosperous the last year as it 
has been in the past. To a certain ex
tent all these things are true; but, t-he 
questions are:—is it not hard times 
with other towns ; are our taxes higher 
than other places; is our public debt 
larger than other towns of the same 
size, and have other towns been boom
ing the last year or so. We answer 
without fear of contradiction that times 
have been hard all over the world ap
parently the last few years, and Ayl
mer has as little to complain of as any 
town in the country. We should like 
to sec our rate of taxation down to 15 
mills, and hope they will be next year, 
but, we think investigation will prove 
that those towns where the rate is low
er than ours have a higher assessment. 
Comparatively speaking, our debt is 
smaller than most places for the reason 
that we have good value to show for 
almost every d >llar of it in the shape 
of town hall, public and high school 
buildings, water works, paved streets, 
flagstone Walks, etc. With one or two 
exceptions where extraordinarvcircum- 
stanccs have been the cause, no booming 
towns can be found at present, not 
only in Canada, hut also in the United 
States. Now, let us all stop this grumb
ling and go to work for the building 
up of our town. Grumbling won’t 
build up our individual trade, or our 
town, but, on the contrary, causes irre
parable injury.

Malahide Lodge, A. F. & A. M.
The annual meeting for the election of 

officers for Mnlnhide Lodge, No. 140, A. F. 
& A. M., took place on Wednesday evening

The Finances of the Town.
THEY are in a healthy condition this 

FEAR. — ASSETS NEARLY $10,000 OVER THE 
LIABILITIES, AND $3,830.83 IN THE TREAS
URER’S HANDS.

In accordance with the provisions of the 
Statutse, Mr. W. Warnock, Jr., the town 
treasurer, on Monday last presented the 
council with a detailed statement of the re
ceipts and disbursements of the town up to 
Dec. 15th. The statement is the best that 
has been made public for several years, and 
shows keen financial ability on the part of 
our treasurer and the town council. Follow
ing is the abstract statement :

RECEIPTS.

Local improvements..........

Big Chance for Xmas.
We purpose removing from Aylmer to the 

city of Detroit early in the new year, and 
order to meet the requirements of our 

purchaser our stock must he reduced one- 
half. We must make away with $3,000.00 
worth of goods between now and the new 
year. Big stock of holiday goods just ar
rived, to l»e cleared off at a tremendous dis
count on l'egular prices. YY e mean what we 
say. Now is your chance for watches, 
jewellry, fancy goods, silverware, etc., for 
Xmas presents.

Rastall, the Jeweller.

Taxes..
Bills receivable 
Licenses............

Mortgages ....
Dog tax..............
Town hall.........
Bridge..............
Cabinet factory
Interest ............
Indigents ..........
Floating debt .. 
YY'aterworks ... 
Public School . 
Poll tax..............

DISBURSEMENTS.

..$ 1705 35 

.. 8464 54

.. 16600 O0 
603 73 

90 05 
81*2 10 

60 oo 
‘241 (Ml 
881 75 
150 00 
133 44 

3 81
.. 5023 29

338 «9 
293 «Ml 

48 00

$35,388 95

this week with the following results :
\Y\ YY'. Rutherford... ................. YV. M.
YY. R. Smith............. ...................L. YV.
Rev. F. M. Baldwin.. .................. -1. YY.
L. \\‘. YY’hitney. .... ............ Chaplain.
YY. J. Fear................... .......... Secretary.
Dr. G. F. Clarke... . . ..........Treasurer.
Major Fuulds.............. ..................Tyler.
On Monday evening List, J. Ross Robert-

son, Ksi|., of Toronto, addressed the mem
bers of tiie Lodge on the growth of Masonry 
in Canada, and afterwards he was ban- 
<1 netted by the brethren at the Mero House, 
where a very pleasant and enjoyable time 
was spent, with lots to cat, as John always 
gives his friends.

Trinity Church.
The musical part of the service on ’Xlias 

morning will consist of : Opening hjmn, 
“Hark ! the Herald Angels .Sing,” Mstjn- 
dlessolm ; “ Yenite, Exultemus DominoV 
“Te Deum Laudamus “Benedictus ; 
Anthem, “Arise, Shine, for thy Light is 
Come,” (Isa); Hymn, “O Come all ye 
Faithful,” Adeste Fiddes ; “My God, and is 
my Table Spread," Rockingham ; Offertory 
Solo, “Nazareth,” Gounod, by Miss Glover.

ADDITIONAL LOCALS.
Tootnmy Michael has accepted a good 

position in Ridgctown, for whLdi place lie 
left this ueek.

People, wc want your trade, we appre
ciate your patronage, wo will make your I 
dollar Ku farther than in any other house iu | 
the trade. Come in anil séè us.—Marlatt & 
Shevk,

Don’t miss the Children’s Presentation at 
Trinity church on 'Xmas day.

A very enjoyable evening was spent by 
the Kpworth League in the lecture room ot 
the Methodist church on Tuesday evening 
last.

The Sunday School of the Church of 
England intend holding a grand entertain
ment and 'Xmas tree in the basement of the 
church on Monday evening, the *29th inst. 
More particulars next week.

Mr. Edwin McCansland advertises in 
another column the old homestead, near 
Centre ville, for sale. This farm has the 
reputation of being one of the most fertile 
in the country. Is beautifully situated, and 
wc have no doubt will find a ready sale, 
and at a higher figure than any farm sold in 
Malahide for some years.

YY'e have received from the publishers of 
the Presbyterian Review, Toronto, a copy 
of their handsome 16-page prospectus for 
1891. The Review has always been an able 
and bright religious newspaper, and should 
receive good support from the general pub
lic.

Cutters —(-utters. A fine lot of Cutters 
for sale cheap at the Aylmer Carriage YY’orks.

M. Leesox, Prop.
The excitement around town about the 

Scott pork house is dying out and we hope 
by next week to be able to state that all 
difficulties have been overcome and the 
factory running. All the shareholders, we 
understand, have sold their interests to 
Messrs. McCansland & YValker, excepting 
four or five, ami we hope for the benefit and 
good of the town that satisfactory arrange 
ments can be arrived at with them.

Cornforth has reduced the prices on all 
his Christmas stock from 25 to 50 per cent. 
YY'e will not be undersold.

Balance last
Debentures....................................
Interest ........................................
Roads.............................................
Test well......................................
Printing........................................
Bills payable..................................
Local debentures........................
Band..............................................
Fire company..............................
Electric light..............................
Election expenses....................
Refunded taxes ..........................
Town hall....................................
Martin and Nairn block............
Floating debt ..........................
Officers’ salaries..........................
Cabinet factory ..........................
Indigents.......................................
Insurance......................................
YY’aterworks................................
Public school................................
Births, marriages and deaths ..
Local improvements..................
Consolidated debt......................

Bridges..........................................
Legal expenses............................
Mechanics' Institute................
County rates ..............................
Miscellaneous...............................

Balance in treasurer’s hands,.
$31,463 12 

. 3,830 83

$35,388 95
By the statement it is shewn that the to

tal assets of the town are $72,797.94, while 
the liabilities are hut $63,307.02, a balance 
in favor of assets of $9,400.92.

A Curling Tournament.
The YY’estera Ontario Curlers’ Tankard 

has been presented by the citizens of Lon
don to he played tor by the clubs named in 
the following groups:—No. 1—Harriston, 
Chesley, YY'roxeter, YY'iarton. No. 2—Lis- 
towel, Mt. Forest, YY’alkcvton, Stratford. 
No. 3—Wingham, Brussels, Lucknow, Kin
cardine. No. 4—Scaforth, Goderich, St. 
Mary’s, YY’oodstock. No. 5—Chatham. De
troit, Thatnesville, Sarnia. No. 6—St. 
Thomas, London, Aylmer, Simcoe. No. 7— 
Forest City, Ingcrsoll, Forest, Vetrolea. 
The details have been left to a committee of 
the London and Forest City Curling Clubs, 
of which Mr. C. YY’. Andrus is Secretary. 
The tankard is a very handsome one, worth 
about $‘250, and no doubt its donation will 
tend to greatly stimulate curling in YY’estern 
Ontario.

Ancient Order United Workmen.
The following were elected officers for the 

ensuing term in Aylmer Lodge No. 6. A. O. 
U. YY', at the meeting held last Monday even
ing: John Crawford, Master YY’orkman; R. 
M. Corey, Foreman; J. B. Hambridge, Over
seer; A. E. Haines, Recorder; YY’. Warnock 
Jr., Financier; (ico. F. Clark, Receiver; 
W. YY’. White, Guide; Wm. Montcith, In
side Sentinel; YYm. Bettinger, Outside Sen
tinel ; Representative to Grand Lodge, T. 
G. McIntyre.

Every
Account

should

be paid to 

McMaster 

&

Bingham 

this week.

What a Blessing* for the 
People.

Mv Prices may Startle but they will not Vex the Care
ful Buyer.

Are the lowest prices any object to you ?
Are the finest qualities any inducement ?

If so, come and see my splendid stock of

BootSïShoes, Rubbers, Slippers.
OVERSHOES, Etc.

The banner assortment of the season, and the prices the 
lowest yet named. Our welcome word for al!—Bargains.

N BURGESS

NOT MONEY ! « i
But you will get anything you want for the Christmas Table at

The Red Star Grocery.
Foreign and Domestic Jams, Jellies and Sauces.

Green and Dried Fruits. 
OYSTERS, CELERY, &c.

REMEMBER
All are treated alike. No special price or discounts 

that another can not get.
for

G. G. STEELE,

Japanese
Bazaar.

X-MAS

NOTICE.- -Owing to change in terms made by the 
Wholesale Grocers’ Guild by which we have to pay cash 
for the bulk of our goods, 3 months will be the limit of 
credit in future, commencing January 1st, 1891.

*r:Vs>;

A Recent Elgin Will.
An estate valued at $8,2*20 was left by 

William J. Collver, of Aylmer, $7,000 of 
which was real estate. By liis will, of which 
YY’. E. Leonard, of St. Thomas, and Dr. C. 
YY. Marlatt, of Aylmer, are executors, his 
wife is to have the use and benefit of the 
east half of lot No. (i in the ninth concession 
of the Township of Yarmouth, less *25 acres 
already owned by his wife, until her death, 
when it is to go tohis daughter, Mrs. Atlan
ta Leonard. The executors may, however, 
sell the real estate by consent of both his 
wife and daughter, and invest the proceeds 
for the use and benefit of his wife during 
her life, and at her death his daughter At
lanta shall have said proceeds. His wile re
ceives all his farming utensils, furniture cat
tle, and stock, and all his notes of hand, 
and moneys, and personal property.

The Christmas Star.

1 here is great disappointment throughout 
the Dominion at the announcement that the 
publisher» of the Montreal Star are tr|o tn.sy 
with their regular subscription anil isilver 
tising business to allow of their enmlpleting 
a Christmas Star this year. These IChrist- 
mas Stars are sueh gems that it is v*ry gen
erally liopcil the publishers will s(Je their 
way clear to continue their publient

1 beg to announce that I 
have engaged a portion of
J. L. LAMBERT’S FURNI 

TURE STORE,
where I will offer for sale a 
large assortment of beautiful 
enamelled Japanese Goods, 
suitable for Christmas Pres
ents. Call and see them and 
compare prices before buying 
elsewhere.

These goods were imported 
by myself, and are not cheap 
American trash.

Will be open from Saturday, 
Dec. 20, until 'X-Mas.

JAMES MILNE.

HERENDEEN’S

Ho ! you sleepers !
Rub your peepers—

Open wide each eye. 
Don’t be creepers, 
Bargain Reapers,

Now's the time to buy.

i-RICHT THltL WAY-J
For BARGAINS.

Don’t be backward in coming for
ward, and don’t fall over yourselves in 
the rush. \\re are no robbers, so we 
wont hold you up. Don’t let anybody 
hold you down. What do we mean ? 
YVre mean that it’s about time for ev
erybody to know that we are on deck 
with a

Superb Stock
Of winter goods—goods which every
body will want when the merits of our 
stock are understood. Our stock is like 
a baby, for it’s all new ; it's like a fat 
man, for it’s awful big ; it’s like a beau
tiful woman, for it has lots of style ; it’s 
like a millionaire, for it’s worth lots of 
money : it’s like high-toned women, 
because it has quality.
LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

Must be their fate who gaze on these 
goods, not only because they are hand
some but because they are cheap in 
every sense of the word. Nobody CAN 
beat us on stock. Nolxxly SHALL beat 
us on prices. Buy where you like but 
see our stock before you buy. It’ll be 
money in your pocket and in our's too, 
for you want the best and cheapest, and

•cv
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The Oldest Firm in Town.
HAVE YOU TRIED IT?

IF NOT ! 
WHY HOT?

CHRISTIE & CARON,
15 Tci/bot Street Ea*t.

A. L 
an enoi 
feetionc 
receive 
of all 
and see

You can Buy it from any 
Grocer in Aylmer

GIVE A TRIAL

V


