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OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
We were treated in the Advertiser 

of Friday to & very windy article, in 
which, after some vague assertions in 
üo waÿ way complimentary to the sta
tus and condition of our public schools, 
a violent attack is made on the School 
Trustees for their alleged apathy and 
indifference iu the discharge of their 
duties. Had these statements been 
backed by anything even bearing the 
color of evidence or proof, they might 
have had some weight on the minds 
of the people of this town, the major
ity of whom, from the fact that they 
are either ratepayers or parents send
ing their children to school, are speci
ally and directly interested in these in- 
fltitotioDs and in all that is said for 
aira&gain8t them. But no such evi
dence is adduced, not a tittle of proof 
is brought forward, but in place of 
these we have a profusion of cheap 
sentiment, stale truisms, and frothy 
declamation. It answers exactly to 
the old Latin proverb, “ a voice and 
nothing else.” The writer, from the 
tone and matter of the article, is either 
profoundly ignorant of the condition 
of our common schools, or else he im
agines he is suffering from some special 
grievance, for which he endeavors to 
make the Trustees responsible.

Passing by the solemn lecture the 
writer reads to these guardians of our 
educational interests, we proceed to 
notice one or two points in his article. 
He claims that our schools are not 
what they ought to be, and that they 
do not reflect much credit on the Trus
tees who have to do with their man
agement. Well, we will admit they 
are not what they ought to be, nor are 
the schools in any township, village, 
town or city in Canada, or in any other 
country under the sun. The same 
sweeping charge may be made against 
our churches, against our system of 
government, against our laws—in fact 
against every institution or agency 
which men have set in operation. In 
all of these some defect can be pointed 
out, and as it is in the very nature of 
things, such defects will continue to 
exist as long as the human race is fal. 
lible. The real question is, what is 
the status and condition of our com
mon schools compared with those in 
other places ? Our unhesitating an
swer to this is, that our schools, in 
point of attendance, iu the progress 
and proficiency of the pupils, and in 
the talent, experience and devotedness 
of the teachers, will compare very fa
vorably with the schools of any city, 
town or village in the Dominion. That 
there are defects in their organization 
we readily admit ; that great improve
ments might be made in centralizing 
them and in grading the pupils, no one 
who knows anything at all about them 
will deny. But admitting that such 
exist, does this prove that the Trus
tees are either careless or indifferent 
or remiss in the discharge of their du
ties? Byno means. The present 
Board have to deal with facts,not with 
such vague theories as fill the head of 
the writer in the Advertiser. They 
have to deal with a number of schools 
scattered through the town, nearly all 
of which are too small for the present 
number of scholars, to say nothing of 
the certain increase which will by and 
bye take place in the attendance— 
While they deplore this fact, and have 
done the best they could to temporar
ily remedy the evil, they know that no 
radical cure can be effected till a Cen
tral School is provided. But here 
again another difficulty meets them. 
The taxation is already as high as the 
ratepayers can well stand, and in the 
face of this, would the Trustees be 
warranted in incurring an additional 
heavy expenditure without asking and 
obtaining the sanction of theirconstitu- 
ents ? Without becoming the apolo
gists of the Trustees, our experience 
and knowledge of their proceedings go 
to show that any suggestion made by 
the teachers or the ratepayers for the 
improvement of the schools is in al
most every case promptly attended to, 
and if practicable acquiesced in and 
carried out.

The writer complains that the at
tendance at the Grammar School is not 
as large as it ought to be, considering 
the size of the town, the number of 
common schools, and the expenditure 
necessary to keep it up. We are sorry 
to say that this is quite true, but whose 
fault is it? Granted that the trustees 
ought to put in force some system for 
promoting pupils, would that remedy 
the evil ? We scarcely think so under 
present circumstances. Can they com
pel pupils to go there against their 
will, or the willof their parents ? Can 
they compel them to remain there 
after they are admitted ? That is en
tirely beyond their province. Some 
other cause must be found for the 
marked decrease in the attendance 
than this silly excuse for a reason, and 
we leave it for the writer in the Adver
tiser to find out- The Trustees 
have engaged a Head master at a large 
salary, ana when he complained that 
he was not able to manage the school 
alone, they procured an assistant 
teacher for him* Yet the attendance 
to-day at the Grammar School does 
pot exceed twenty, while at a private 
institution in this town, taught by a 
gentleman formerly connected with 
the Grammar School,the attendance is 
more than' double that number. Now 
we ask the writer in the Advertiser, 
we ask every sensible man, how does 
this come about, and the only logical 
answer they can give is that on the 
teachers rests the responsibility, and |

not on the Trustees. The writer in
forms us with much modesty that the 
honors recently conferred on its Head 
master have won for the school a 
name. A name for what? For the 
proficiency of its pupils ? For distin-
fuished honors any of these pupils 

ave received at our Universities or 
Colleges? Nothing of the kind.— 
Where then is the name ? We are 
afraid it is but “the unsubstantial 
fabric of a vision” and nothing more. 
University honors and degrees are all 
well enough in their way, and we h*ve 
no objection to the Head master try
ing for as many of these as he likes. 
They are a very pretty handle to a 
name, and are apt to astonish the un
sophisticated. But what we want in 
our grammar school is practical re
sults, not the reflex honors of degrees, 
which are cheap enough now a days* 
and at the best are but vague and un
substantial evidences of a man’s talent 
and fitness for his work, and are no 
criterion whatever for his application 
or energy. These are the requisites 
wanting to give what the writer in the 
Advertiser calls life and energy in our 
schools, and without these a teacher, 
though he may have degrees tacked to 
his name as long as a Spanish gran
dee’s titles, will never come up to the 
requirements of his position or raise 
his school to a first class standard.

PUPIL of the best Masters in England, having 
taught successfully for Some in New York 

has removed to Guelph, and holies to receive a 
share of the patronage of the families and Indies 
of Guelph and vicinity.

T.nn., tc„ m«s; be luul.t Mr. Cuthbert .tooV 
store, or Mrs. William’s Boarding House.

Guelph, Aug. 17. ^w

The Nova Scotia Êepeal Revolution.
In the Local Legislature on Friday, 

Attorney General Wilkins moved the 
adoption of the resolutions prepared 
by the Repeal Committee, composed 
of members of the House. As they 
are lengthy we can only give such 
a summary of them as will make 
them intelligible to our readers. Thoy 
first deny the assertions made by the 
Duke of Buckingham that Nova Sco
tia was the first Province to move the 
project of Confederation, and that the 
scheme was proposed and approved of 
in the Local Legislature. They then 
advert to the recommendation of the 
Colonial Secretary, that instead of ad
vising repeal he has invited the atten
tion of the Government of Canada to 
the redaction of the* taxation, to such 
regulation of the trade and fisheries as 
will bo more favourable to the Mari
time provinces ; that five members of 
the Government met in Convention 
with the members of the Local Legis
lature, but they made no offer to re
lax taxation, or regulate trade. They 
therefore resolved that no mere finan
cial arrangement or offer can be made 
which would satisfy the people of No
va Scotia.

The resolutions then advert to the 
presentation of the petitioners to 
the Imperial Parliament praying for 
repeal, and to the refusal to 
grant its prayer. They therefore 
resolve that “ this House regards 
with indignation and ala: a, the refu
sal of a majority of the House of Com 
mons inspired by the leaders of Gov
ernment to grant even an enquiry into 
the grievances of a people second to 
none in the United Kingdom, for pub
lic spirit and intelligence, and attach
ment to the throne—a demand which 
could not be safely disregarded if 
made by the smallest corporation in 
the British Isles, and we believe could 
not have been refused if the popula
tion of Nova Scotia were as great as 
that of the two Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec.”

The last resolutions repeat the state
ment that Confederation was forced 
upon the people of Nova Scotia 
against their will, that it is a fraud, 
and that nothing but Imperial coer. 
cion can force them to be bound by 
the Confederation Act. They invoke 
the sympathy and support of the peo
ple of the adjacent Colonies and the 
lovers of freedom in every part of the 
civilized world. The resolutions were 
ordered to be pressed before any dis
cussion.

Attorney-General Wilkins also sub
mitted a minute of the Executive 
Council forwarded to the Imperial 
Governm ent,similar to the resolutions 
Repeal meetings are being held in the 
country.

North-Western Woollens Ex

position—The first Exposition of 
the North-Western Woollen Manu
facturers’ Association opened on Tues
day, August 4, at Chicago, with over 
1,500 lots of samples on exhibition, re
presenting over eighty Western wooll
en mills. The samples of cloth de
lighted and surprised all who attend
ed, as well by their variety, dura
bility, lustre, finish, and strength, as 
by the number of mills they represent
ed. The number of woollen mills in 
the seven States of Ohio, Michigan, 
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
and Minnesota has increased from 259 
in 1860 to 557 in 1868, the number of 
sets from 294 to 995 and the amount 
of capital invested from $1,616,740 to 
$5,448,000. It is claimed that during 
this period Chicago, Detroit, and Mil
waukee have constantly proved better 
markets for wool, freight and expen
ses added. than Boston, New York, or 
Philadelphia. Some estimates were 
also produced to show that the profits 
of manufacturing wool at the West 
would considerably exceed average 
Eastern profits in the same branch of 
industry. In 1864 the entire produc
tions of woollens in the United States 
amounted to $120,000,000, of which 
the North-Western States produced 
$3,000,01)0. It is believed that this 
branch of industry is destined to de
velop at the West with great rapidity.

MARRIA CE 8.
Cakham.—McNeil.—At the residence of the 

bride’s sister, Htllsburg, on the 16th Inet, 
Mr. Chester Canham, of Guelph, to Borah 
daughter of Mr. Donald McMelL

MONEY LOST.
LOST on Wednesday last, on the Omnibus be

tween the Great Western Station and Guelph, 
or on the stage between Èlora and Guelph, a yel

low envelope, addressed to Rev. J. G. McGregor, 
containing a sum of money. The finder will be 
suitably rewarded by leaving It at The Mercury 
Office, Guelph.

Guelph, August 17. d2 wl

MISS L. RHEMMIE,

forie,

Dis
THE Partnership heretofore existing between 

the undersigned, as Brewers, is thisday dis
solved by mutual consent. All claims owing by 

the late firm, will be settled by Mr. Geo. Sleeman, 
and all notes and accounts duo the firm must be 
paid to him.

Witness : ) JOHN SLEEMAN,A. M. JACKSON. \ GEORGE SLEEMAN
Silver Creek Brewery,

Guelph, August 12,1868. daw lm

DOMINION STEAM

Washing Machine!
A MOST SUCCESSFUL AND WONDERFUL 

INVENTION !

New Method of Washing 
CLOTHES

WITHOUT WEAR OR TEAR BY FRICTION I

IT has been thoroughly tested, and declared a 
PERFECT SUCCESS. It is now in operation 

on the Market Square, opposite the VEGETABLE 
SHEDS, and one door West of the old Advertis
er Ofllee.

Any Person can have a Machine to 
Test It.

Ladies are respectfully solicited to call and ex
amine this wonderful machine, whilein operation, 
and judge for themsel /es.

WILSON & STEARNS,

Guelph, August 17. d6t

MEDICAL HALL!

is
E. HARVEY & CO. 

DYE STUFFS!

THE Subscribers desire to draw attention to 
the largest and best assorted stock of Dye 

Stuffs ever imported into the Town of Guelph, in
cluding—

Logwood,Chip & Ext. Brazil Wood, 
Camwood/ Nic Wood,
Peach Wood, Hypemlc Wood.
Maddder A Madder Compound 
Indigo and Indigo Compound, 

Flavine, Tin Crystals,
Red Sanders Wood, 

Cochineal, Quercetlon, 
Alum, Copperas,

Blue Vitriol, Ac. Ac
Also, all the ANALINE DYES, by the ounce or 

quantity.
E. HARVEY & OO.,

Cor. Wyndham & Macdonuell-Sts. Guelph. 
Guelph, August 17. daw tf

Educational Classes
THE MISSES RHEMMIE

OF London, England and New York, proposi 
opening their Educational Classes early u 

September. YoUng ladies desiring improvement, 
or finish in the elegant or useful branches, will be 
received as boarders or daily pupils.

Temporal? residence : Mrs. Williams, Water
loo Road. Circulars at Mr. Cuthbcrfs Bookstore. 

Guelph, August 16. 12td

REMOVAL!

A. B. PETRIE
IS REMOVING HIS

DRUG ESTABLISHMENT
To the premises lately occu

pied by the GORE BANK, 
and known as the

Old Post Office!
WYNDHAM STREET.

Guelph, 12th August. daw

PAINTER WANTED
PJOU8E PAINTER WANTED. Apply to
„ X THOMAS BBBADON.
Gael14th Aug. dtf

CO-OPERATION
GUELPH, ONT.

Frarie Tea Sets, 44 pieces, Lustre Band, $4.26. 
Granite Toilet Sets, four Pieces, $126.

Granite Unhandled Teas, per dozen, 75 cents. 
Granite Dinner Plates, per dozen, 76 cents.

Bar Tumblers, 76 cents per dozen.
Cincinnati Goblets, Cut. $2 per dozen.

Lamp Chimneys, 50 cents per dozen- 
Lamp Chimneys,by the t»mi, 40 cts. per doz-

ofjhttïrtt a^Mily00,U mre purc,Mted at thi «rMt Tradc Balt in Toronto, and an

Guelph August 17, 1868
"W. MACKLIN <Sc OO.

daw

DOMESTIC GOODS.

A. O. BUCHAM

INVITES public notice to his Stock of DOMESTIC O-tDOTIR which «=LARGE and EXTRA IN VALUE. U-OODS, «Well ia very

GREY* WHITE COTTONS
Best widths and makes, including Honick’s, Miller A Co's.

Grey and White Gotten Sheetings,
Plain and Twilled Linen Sheetings,

Grey Hlf Bleached and White Table Clothings.

Eight-quarters,ten-qaartera, eleven-quarters and twelve-quarters TABLE CLOTHS. Two-quarters, 
five-eights and three-quarters T A BLE N AP KINS. HuckaVkand Diaper TowelU and Towelling.

Shirtings, Hollands, Ginghams,
PRINTS, TICKINGS, Ac.

Jhe aboreCood' are, superior in value to anything In the trade at the present time, and deserve 
the attention of intending purchasers.

.A, O. BUCHAM.
Wyudliam Street, Guelph, August 13, 1868 daw tf

The Great Clearing Sale
-a.T T\HEE

BRADFORD HOUSE
A. GREAT SUCCESS I

The Rush Still Continues !

Q &SSS ®
STILL FURTHER REDUCED.

Call early and see the Bargains in Prints, Factory 
and White Cottons.

Great reduction In Linen, Damasks, Table Cloths, 
Table Napkins, &c.

A few Shawls and Mantles to he cleared at Cost 
Prices.

PHILIP BISH.
Wyndham Street, Guelph, 8rd August. dw

In Guelph, where 
have for sale and manufacture to order

NEW MARBLE WORKS,
Woolwlch-SL, GUELPH.

flluE Subecriber would intimate to the public 
A of Guelph and surrounding country that he 
has opened New Marble Works Ir 11 
he wtil havi

MONUMENTS,
TOMBS,

TABLETS,
HEADSTONES,

POSTS, Ac.,
OF ANY SIZE OR DESIGN.

Being a practical workman,and having had over 
17 years’ experience In'some of the largest Marble 
Factories In Canada and the Eastern States, he 
has every confidence in being able to give satis
faction to thou who may favor him with their 
patronage. The shop is on Woolwich St., a short 
distance north of Geo. A. Bruce’s Carriage Fac-

ALS’BED g. FEAST.
Guelph, August!*- d6t-wtt

FUNERALS.

WILLIAM BROWNLOW,
UNDERTAKER,

QHOP, In rear of the WELLINGTON HOTEL, 
O Douglas Street. House in rear of Mr. F. W. 
Slone’s Store, and fronting the Fair Ground.

The subscriber intimates that he is prepared to 
attend

FÜR8BAL8
As usual in Town and Country. Coffins si ways 

on hand and made to order on the shortest notice. 
Terms very moderate.

WM. BROWNLOW.
Guelh March 20 1868. daw*

CARPENTER 
and JOINER,

Comprising 15 Plates.

/ BY ROBERT RIDDLE.

ELEMENTS of HAND RAILING
Comprising 17 Plates.

Carpentry Made Easy
Comprising 17 Plates.

BY WM. E. BELL

Day’s Bookstore,
OPPOSITE THE MARKET.

Guelph, 11th August, 1868. dw

Tenders Wanted
, FOR THE EBECTiON OF

A STONE DRILL SHED.
TENDERS for the erection of a Drill Shed and 

Agricultural Hall in the Village of Fergus, 
will be received by the undersigned up to noon, 

on TUESDAY, the 18th of AUGUST, 1868. Size 
sTbuilding, 60feet wide by 100 feet in length,over

Plans and specifications may be seen at MR 
GRAIN’S office, Fergus, on ani after this day.

The Council does not bind itself to accept the 
lowest or any other tender.

GEORGE McINNÊS,

Fergus, August 10,1

REMOVED OPPOSITE.
C.&T.MEREDITH

HAVE REMOVED

TO THE PREMISES LATELY OCCUPIED BY 
THE

Canada Clothing Store!

Where they are.now prepared to attend to the 
wantaofthelrnumerouscustomersand friends.

Remember No. lO.

C. AT. MEREDITH.
Guelph, August 10. do tf

TROTTER’S

Canadian Dentifrice
IS recommended by the following first-class Den

tists aa the best preparation for cleansing, 
beautifying and preserving the teeth : B. W. Day 

M. D., L. D. 8., Pres, of the Dental Association; 
W. C. Adams, L. D. S., Toronto: J. O’Donnell, 
Secretary, Dental Association ; L. Lemon, L.D. S., 
St. Catherines ; D. A. Bogart, L. D. S.. Hamilton. 
J. W. Elliott, Toronto.

Price 25c. per box. For sale by all Drug-
Guelph, June 22, daw 6m

TB0T TEB 6 GBAHAM,

DENTISTS!
CUELPHend BRAMPTON

LICENTIATES OF DENTAL SURGERY,
(Successorsin Guelph to T Trotter. )

Office, over Hlglnbolbam-'s Drugstore
Guelph,2nd August,1868. fâw-ly)

Special Notice
TO THE PUBLIC GENERALLY.

E. CARROLL & CO.
BEG to notify that they are now. receiving e 

large lot of NEW CROP

which they intend to sell cheaper than any house 
in Guelph. Examine OVV PRICES and 
udge for yourselves.

IfounnHyeouperlb. 75c. worth $1 OO
Old Hyeon.... « 60 O 75
Gunpowder.. ■ 8T| ' 1 OO

" ea* O 76
Congou............ •• SO O 681
Souchong... . « O 76

And all other Goods equally low at

No. 2, DAY’S BLOCK.
Guelph, Augast 19. daw tf

FIRST CUSS Mill PRIVILEGE
to be sour at

A B AW C A I N .

AN Excellent MILL PRIVILEGE, with dam 
erected, situate on the GhmdRlver.between 

the Villages of Fergus and Elora, in the County of 
Wellington and Province ot Ontario, known aa 
the KINNETTLES MILL PROPERTY, contain
ing about 4} acres.

The property is in close proximity to where the 
Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway crosses the 
Grand River.

There is a fall ol 161 feet» embracing both sides 
of the river, which gives a number of water-pow
ers capable of being used fbr various kinds of 
manurac tories.

The property is situated In the centre of one of 
the finest agricultural counties in the Dominion of 
~ " with eai s to either the Americanor European markets, andis one of the most eligi
ble properties now offered to the public.

Price moderate, terms liberal, the proprietor 
wishing to dispose of the property on account of 
fhlling health.

Further particulars can be learned on applica
tion, either personally, or by letter (prepaid) to 

DAVIDSON AND CHADWICK, 
Land and General Agents.

Town Hall Buildings, Guelph. 
Guelph, Aug. 10. daw tf


