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Mr. President, before I address my­
self to the task allotted me, I wish an 
understanding with you,Sir, that is if you 
find me diverging from the path which I 
ought to pursue, you will remind me of it. 
The subject of the address, which I am 
expected to deliver, is the mission fields 
of the Methodist Church, in the Great 
North West of this Dominion, and the 
work which we have been enabled to do, 
or are purposing to do within these fields 
The mission fields of the Methodist 
Chmrch of Canada are both numerous and 
divewe; but as I take it thqpe are none 
which excel in importance Or promise, 
those which are to be found in that great 
land. I do not know that I can do better 
than attempt a description of that field 
as I found it in 1868, and as I left it in 
1882. In 1868, at the call of the church,
I left my charge in Toronto, and proceed­
ed with other missionaries to that far off 
land. At that time, it was known as the 
Red River Settlement, sometimes, as the 
Hudson Bay Company’s Territory, at 
others, as Rupert’s Land, and the Prov­
ence of Assiniboia^md so forth. We left 
Toronto with our horses and wagons for 
St. Katherine’s thence by steamer to 
Milwaukee^md thence by rail to the Miss­
issippi and up the River to St. Pauls and 
thence to Red River Settlement. I shall 
never forget our journey across the 
prairies from Saint Paul to Winnipeg. 
Now we make a quick run of it ; but .it 
was not such a delightful journey then. 
We found many rivers unbridged, and 
many difficult swamps to pass. We were 
a whole month making our way across 
that stretch of country. A considerable 
portion of it was without a single house 
and to add to discomfort, the season was 
a wet one and moreover, we frequently 
met settlers in Minnesota, who were 
disposed to dissuade us from prosecuting 
our journey. Our neighbors have a 
great desire to induce our emigrants to 
settle within their boundaries; and so it 
was that they saw proper to tell us some 
very startling stories about Indians, about 
people being scalped, and about locusts, 
which were then abundant in Red River 
Settlement, and which had destroyed the 
crops, which, by the way, we found too 
true. We were told that we would not be 
left alive by the grasshoppers. A story 
was told of two half breeds, who went to 
saw logs, and while they were away the 
grasshoppers ate up their coats, and while 
they wère at dinner they ate up their saw! 
(laughter). Just before we reached Win­
nipeg, we encountered one of those 
terrible tornadoes, which you read of in 
connection wi‘h the western country. 
During foruteen years, or since that date’
I have not known a tornado to trouble 
Manatoba I have read of them in connec­
tion with Dakota, Iowa, Illinios, and 
Kansas; and one recently which destroyed 
some millions of dollars of property and 
one hundred and thirty lives; but our 
country has not been visted since the 
date to which I refer; but that was a very 
troublesome one. We were in the midst 
of a very small grove and so escaped. A 
little church had been erected handy by; 
but it was demolished, and an unfortunate 
man killed. The whole country seemed 
to suffer terribly from that storm. Where 
the city of Winnipeg is to-day, there was 
a little village with a few houses and 
people, and everything wore a very dis­
couraging aspect. I found three churches 
represented. The Roman Catholics had 
been for a long period, the Church of 
England fifty years, and the Presby­
terian eighteen. It was not an easy 
place to organize a church. We had not 
more than three persons who had ever 
been methodists. There were but few 
persons in the country to welcome us, 
nor a person to whom we could apply for 
councilor help. Furthermore there was 
not a house that we could rent. We went 
to a small tavern and were permitted to 
stay there three months, and then we 
secured a house the lower part of which 
we used as a hall, and there we continued 
to live and preach and labor until the 
next summer, when we built our mission 
house. The settlement extended down 
the river to the lake, thirty miles, and up 
the Assiniboia to the White Mud river, 
eighty miles and up the Red River, thirty 
miles. Along this settlement, lived a 
population of about twelve thousand. 
The great majority were of mixed blood. 
There were French halfbreeds and Scotch 
and English half breeds, a few old pen­
sioners, and a few other persons-----
American citizens who went there for the 
purpose of making money. I believe one 
half were Roman Catholics, and the other 
Protestants, so called. Well, I at once 
struck out my field. Beginning at Win­
nipeg, it reached to the White Mud Riv­
er, then coming back to Winnipeg, and 
down the Red River, some twenty-five 
miles. All the different parts of this 
lengthy circuet, we did not attempt to 
visit, but they were all under my eye

In 1869, a young brother was sent out to 
help me. He took the northwesterly part 
and I took the centre. In connection 
with the erection of our mission house, I 
found very great benefit from what per­
haps, I did not appreciate till then, and 
that was the fact that I had learned to 
handle a team, to plough, and use a hand 
spike, to use an axe, to roll logs, and do 
all sorts of|work on the farm, and al­
though I-had spent years in city work it 
came back to me, and I thanked God 
that I bad learned to do these things 
(applause). Self help is the best help. 
With a good deal of hard work, we got 
our mission house erected, reserving the 
lower flat for a church, we lived up stairs. 
Here we had some hard work.

Just then an interruption to our pros­
pects took place A strange upheaval 
among the people. You know, that up 
to that date the country was not part of 
Canada. We were looked upon as for­
eigners, and were treated as such. A man 
one day said to me, “I do not see why 
you came here, for we have ministers 
enough.” “Well,” I said to him, “Our 
church have had missionaries since 1840 
among the Indians. Asa church, we have 
done our fair share of the work; but as a 
church we are not represented; and I 
have come to[stay here”—and I stayed ac­
cordingly. (Applause). A petition had 
been circulated prior to that date among 
the people, and addressed to the* govern­
ment of Canada, asking that they might 
be brought into closer relationship with 
that country; that an effort should be put 
forth to secure the transfer of that terri­
tory to Canada. Yet, notwithstanding 
this, when the Government did really 
negotiate, and when a certain sum had 
been agreed upon as a consideration and 
when our Government appointed a Gov­
ernor and certain officers, and when these 
had well nigh reached the land, suddenly 
there was a disposition to resist their 
entrance to the country; and the very first 
thing was that the half breeds began to 
organize in companies, and to make ready 
for an armed resistance ; and you know 
what the history was—the Governor was 
ordered to retrace his steps, and has, I 
believe, never settled in that land to this 
day. " ■

Now, to some the question will occur, 
How do you account for thisT Well, 
let me say that I believe the idea was an 
importation. I cannot think that the 
half-breeds would have thought of insur­
rection if they had not been prompted. 
There was a young man there who had 
come from. Quebec, Lewis RieL He had 
been educated for the church,"and had 
developed into an eloquent speaker and 
political agitator. But he lost Ms head, 
He was filled with the idea that he was 
the Napoleon of the North. He became 
so vain that there was no reasoning with 
him. He organized these people into 
companies, and after a little time Fort 
Garry was taken by them. The fort was 
at that time a depot for provisions, am­
munition, arms, etc., to a very consider­
able extent. Here were rifles, bayonets, 
cannon and food for almost any length 
of time, with quarters for several hundred 
men. There was a large store containing 
great quantities of dry goods and groceries, 
rum, brandy and wine, which, by the way, 
they were all very fond of. (Laughter.) 
They took possession of the place. Just 
then the loyal Canadians thought they 
ought to express themselves ; and they 
organized somewhat ; but they were all 
captured and run into prison. Now, sir, 
let me say a word in regard to that im 
prisonment. It was most cruel. The 
weather was very cold, and they had no 
stoves, and were fed on the poorest food 
and cold water.. They were treated as 
pirates ; this I know from actual observa­
tion. I visited them regularly during the 
week and read the Bible to them, although 
I was told not to do so. I was, however, 
disobedient in that matter. I also gave 
them copies of the Scriptures ; and let 
me here diverge a little, in order that 
might relate an incident illustrative of 
the force of truth. When I visited the 
prisoners they always sent an armed man 
to watch me, one who understood the 
English language, and could therefore re­
port everything I said. He used to stand 
by me when I prayed with his gun and 
fixed bayonet. After this rebellion was 
put down, one of these men who had been 
with me, I was told by a reliable party, 
who had been visiting a distant neighbor­
hood where this man lived, and suffering 
from consumption, wasted. In his last 
days his friends earnestly requested him 
to allow them to send for a priest He 
refused. “Well, whatever is come over 
him?” said they ; and as he approached 
the hour of his departure, he said, “If 
you will bring Mr. Young I will be thank 
ful." “Well, whatever has put that into 
your head ?” they replied. “I have heard 
him read the Bible, and I have listened 
to his prayers.” Of course they did not 
send ; but I would have gone on horse­
back two hundred miles to see that man 
if I had known it. (Applause.) I relate 
that as an illustration of the power of 
prayer and the sword of God. That dark­
ened mind was enlightened ; and I trust 
he was received into the presence of his 
blessed Master.

The prisoner» Were liberated after A 
time, one by one. But there «orne» up à 
name of which you have hand often— 
the name of Thomas Scott. He was â 
young Irishman, a Presbyterian, and a 
communicant and Saaday-echool scholar 
of that church in the old country, 
young man who feared no one, 
loyalty. He held that it war**1 duty 
stand by the old flag and fce true to 
country, no matter how many were 
the other side. Thomas Scott became a 
prisoner unjustly ; for he was not um^er 
arms when they were surrounded py* 
these ragamuffins, but had gone witi^ fc 
flag of truce for the release of nomfla 
and children. He was not released with 
the other prisoners, but escaped and 
then was treacherously arrested again- 

was requested by a man to go and 
poor Scott, and found him with irons on 
his wrists and ankles sitting shivering in 
the cold. 1 said to him, “What does 
this mean ?” “They came and put irons 
on me, and that is all I know about it," 
he replied. I told him that he should 
be very care fill of lyhat he said and he 
declared that he was çarefal. After this 
one of those armed men name and told 
me I was wanted at the ftyt. There ■jüijjhased two acres more for $50 an acre, 
a man he said sentenced to he shot to- Wel|, these have been sold at a very high 
morrow, and he was told that he mig^t figure, and we have property worth over 
bring in a clergyman. “Well," I said, $20,000. At Emerson we enlarged our 
‘what has he done?” .1 visited Scotland ^ibOrnacle and there is a"memberaMp of 
prayed with him, and interceded with pver one hundred. At West Lynn we 
Riel in Ms behalf, but they would net fcuüt another èhurch and have three fine 
delay the execution even for twenty-four Jpts, and tÜere they have a membership 
hours. He was led out with hW%rma Of perhaps a dozen or more. At the mis- 
tied. They waited for prayer. * He eion, ton miles away, we have a member-

shi|> of thirty or "forty.

as more men. It is a country of magni­
ficent distances. Then we have our 
church property. In 1868 I applied for a 
plot of ground in Winnipeg. I asked 
with some doubtfulness, l am afraid, but 
soon received a favorable answer and my 
request was granted. I received one acre 
of ground, and now that acre is of im­
mense value. I think we have 240 feet 
ef frontage, Worth about $700 or $800 a 
foot, ft is nearly all built upon, and the 
buildifiga are fetching high rents. We 
have |wo huge blocks, and over the stores 
we ff&re our great “ Wesley Hall," capa­
ble ofliolding800 people. Between 1868 
and {1876 we built two churches, Grace 
chureh, which Was a very nice little build­
ing, and Zion church. Zion church has 
been rebuilt, and now they propose to 
enlarge it so that it will accommodate 
1,000 hearers., There is a large member 
sMp in Grace church congregation. They 
raised some $2,200 for our mission fund 
They estimate the value of the property 
at $400,000, and I do not know any city 
in the west that exceeds that figure. 
Well, then, leavmg that aspect, we go in 
another direction, to Portage la Prairie.
'W.e secured a gift there of an acre, and

charged me to give a true statement of 
the case, and that charge I have never]pWe have in three different places 
forgotten. I would not have said any ^iJjjroh property in value of over $12,000.
tMng about it to-night had I not believed 
it to be my duty. Thomas Scott was 
veiy soon numbered among .the dead.

Well, now, the rebellion was in due 
course put down. Troops came and 
the insurrectionists were scattered, aqd 
the country was quiet and there is no 
fear of anytMng of that kmd, occurring 
again. Immediately after our field ex­
tended very rapidly. The settlement 
began to reach westward. In one of my 
visits I had to drive sixty miles, and 
across a prairie thirty-five miles where- 
there was no house. I have often gone 
this sixty miles perhaps to meet six far 
eight persons. The country opened 
further west and further south, Pembina 
mountain country and south-east, it 
reached Crystal city and Turtle Mom* 
tain and to the south-west. Our nui­
sions multiplied. We have now, awa 
the south, taken up missions at ïài 
Saskatchewan, Birtle, Brandon, Prince 
Albert and Q’Appelle, where our dear 
brothem in the spirit of truth and 
Christianity preach the way of salvation. 
When I passed this region in 1874, there 
was not a house to be seen anywhere. 
Then we struck away north-west to Fort 
Pelly. We crossed Shell river and 
number of small rivers passing through a 
grand country of rolling prairies, now 
there are five settlements and good 
farmers ; and we have had a mission 
there for three years, and that field will 
prove to be one of the most interesting 
fields, so far as agriculture is concerned, 
of the whole western region.

During this part of my address, I want 
to say that, whereas in 1868,1 stood alone 
and was the only representative of the 
Methodist Church of Canada, wé have 
now some fifty-six or fifty-eight ministers 
of the Methodist Church of Canada in the 
West, including Indian missions. We 
have some fifty-four or fifty-five charges, 
Now I think that is a very good showing 
for fourteen years. I think so. I think 
there has been some misapprehension as 
to our position in that field, as compared 
with other churches. I said at the outset 
that the Roman Catholic, English and 
Presbyterian Churches were there long 
before us, and had their ministers and 
congregations. Well, now, to-day, there 
is not a Protestant church, let me tell 
you, in existence, that lias a greater 
number of charges or missionaries there 
than we have. I thank God for the great 
work other churches are doing in the 
North-West for Christ. The Presbyte 
rians have given a good example to the 
Wesleyans, in that they have placed their 
hands on their strongest man, and made 
him Superintendent of their missions 
there. He is a most energetic man of 
God, working nobly for the cause wMch 
he seeks to promote. But, in an admir­
able address which he delivered at Hali­
fax, there is a misstatement, which 1 ant 
confident is not his. He is represented 
as saying that they had one hundred and 
forty-six missionaries in that field. The 
misstatement consists just in 'this, that 
on the left hand* of the figure “4” the 
figure “ 1” was inserted by mistake. The 
correct statement was forty-six. That 
makes a great différéqfle. They have 
some forty-three charges, and a few min­
isters in connection with their colleges. 
Still, if you accept these numbers as cor­
rect, viz. forty-six missionaries and forty- 
three charges, you will see the ground 
we occupy is considerably more extended, 
for our missionaries extend their labors 
over a much gr< ater portion of the terri­
tory, a« we have larger missions as well

have met in different parts people from 
the Eastern Provinces. I found 

hole settlement from Prince Edward 
iland across the boundary line in the 
. 6: Territory, where I have visited 

I found other» that had copie 
from Nova Scotia; and last year there 
came a family from the neighborhood of 
Windsor by the name of Allison. I found 
all over the country persons from the 
east and west settled down there. Across 
the line in Dakota (I am sorry to say 
this) much of that country, near the 
boundary line, is settled by Canadians, 
the majority of whom are Methodists of 
the Church of Canada. They are lost 
tout. Of course the Methodist Church 
of the United States will look after 
then), but you can see what a loss it is to 
us. . There is in one neighborhood 30 
families^ Those were our people ; but 
they are^ecoming America» citizens.
T found in another place a gentleman 
who had come out, a year or to before, 
from the City of Edinburgh—a nton of 
otilttife, who had been wealthy, but 
owtfrf to the failure of banks there, he 
had been impoverished. He came to 
the North-West with his lady. He 
bought a wagon and a team of oxen and 
started for the mountain country ; and 
that lady who would be accustomed to 
move in the very choicest circles in 
Edinburgh walked that 200 miles, 12 or 
15 miles a day. When I was there last 
summer they came a good way to hear 
me, and conducted the singing for me ; 
and the man was evidently making head­
way. He-was returned as representative 
to the Local House. I found people who 
had been in good circumstances, who 
had become poor ; but with a little at­
tention to their work were recovering 
their lopt position. Well, now, perhaps 

■*1'need not say any more about that, but 
I want to say something about our Indian 
work. In 1840 our missionaries began 
work with the poor Indians. They 
taught them by the syllabic characters, 
•and those Indians can read very well. I 
was twenty-two nights sleeping out in 
the open air with the Indians, and found 
them very hospitable. One day as we 
were -resting a chief came along, who 
seemed a little lame. His name, when 
interpreted, was “ Thickfoot.” I asked 
him if he was satisfied wtth Ms present 
state. He said, “No, I am in the dark. 
If you give me a good book I will come 
into the light. I was proihised one 
twenty years ago, but they have never 
given it to me yet.” “Well,” I said, “ if 
you will promise $o pray to the Good 
■Spirit that he may send you light, I will 
also ; so we shook hands. After this, he 
went to the missionary and asked for 
baptism. He came into our church, and 
is a member of it to-day. Well some 
people say, “These lazy, filthy Indians 
cant be Christiamzed. Give them bul­
lets instead of Bibles ; that is the only 
/way to settle Indians.” . Well, you know 
the United States Government have tried 
that sort of thing. They have had an 
Indian war for long years, which cost 
millions of dollars and many lives. The 
memory of Mr. McDougall, will be long 
held in esteem in connection with bis 
labors among the Indians. When last 
saw him he said he was going on a dan­
gerous mission to the Indians, and that 
we should never meet again. He said 
that it would be too late, when he re­
turned to get buffalo meat for his family. 
On his return he went out, and you know 
it was then that he disappeared from 
amongst us ; and we will find it a long

time before we meet another like George 
McDougall as a missionary among the 
Indians. We always found the Indians 
ready to receive us. They are hospitable, 
and if they find a white man in need, they 
are glad to help him. Once, when on a 
visit to the Ipdians I met an old mm 
with a Bible. It was one of those Bibles 
in the syllabic character. It had been in 
his possession forty years. And what was 
the history of that man ? With the know­
ledge oftfcptrue God, there came a change 
over Mm wMch transformed him into a 
new man. : He had murdered his wife be­
fore he became a Christian, and yet so 
thoroughly was he con verted that he lived 

Christian life in unfavorable circum- 
stances. The small-pox came soon after 
and swept Mm into heaven.

The North-West will be very speedily 
occupied. Settlers ate coming in from 
in from all parts of the eastern Provinces 
from the Old World. We must reach 
these people with the Gospel, in order to 
save them from deterioration and sceptic­
ism. I maintain that the Methodists of 
these eastern Provinces are able to occupy 
places in that goodly land, and to occupy 
them for Christ with such missionaries as 
are there now, and such as these brethren 
who are going to start in a few weeks. 
(Applause.)

I rejoice to meet you- here. I am 
thankful to God that I was enabled to 
make this journey. I never felt so much 
at home amongst strangers before, 
would not have consented to give this 
address in the Toronto Conference, before 
I left Toronto. I looked up my notes 
that I might have an excuse; but your 
kindness completely disarmed me. 
wish to thank you for your courtsey and 
consederation. With regard to our work 
in the North West, I wish to add that we 
must not say the soil is so fertile that 
they will be able to be self sustaining in a 
year or two they must get on their feet
first. Sometimes agriculturists say_
“tell us about the country, the crops, the 
cMmate, the mosquitoes etc.” I want to 
speak, not so much of the fertility of the 
soil as of the humanity journeying into the 
country. I speak from that stand point, 
and not from any other. What is it to 
me if they have grand harvests. Wher­
ever humanity is gathering, the church of 
Christ, must follow and clajm it for the 
Saviour.

Borrowed Herself Ont.

It often happens that the loan of some 
household necessity may be of very great 
convenience to a neighbor—such as flour, 
.gggs, matches, tea, etc., but how often 
these thing» are paid back by an inferior 
article, or else entirely forgotten, or per­
haps the show of making payments is 
gone through when a less quantity than 
was given is returned. I remember hear­
ing a story wMch is so apt to this last 
point that I cannot help but relate it. 
plain friend had for a neighbor one who 
was a constant borrower, and as she saw 
the articles when returned were less in 
quantity than she had given, she resolved 
to put the following plan into execution; 
She bought a pound of the very best tea 
and put it into a separate box, and when 
the neighbor borrowed a cupful it was 
taken out of tMs box; when she returned 
it, it was put back in the same place, 
but as she always returned a much less 
quantity than she borrowed, the result 
was in time the box became empty. So 
one morning when she came for the 
usual cupful of tea wMch she would re­
turn after she came back from the store, 
the following conversation took place :— 

“ Dost thou see that tea box, Sarah 
Ann ?”

“Yes I”
“ Well, some time ago I filled it with 

a pound of the very best tea and kept it 
specially for thy use. I took from it only 
what I loaned thee, and I put back into 
it what thou returnedst. Now it is 
empty; therefore I say unto thee, thou 
hast borrowed thyself out, and I have no 
more to lend thee. Farewell !”

Says the London World:—“Dukes for 
the most part are the sport of a malig­
nant destroy. Bom to position and to 
power, they are too often overwhelmed 
by their own greatness and eclipsed by 
their own grandeur. Either they feel 
themselves so much above the common 
herd of their fellow creatures that they 
will condescend to no sort of exertion ; 
or, planning their efforts after fame upon 
a scale which they conceive worthy of a 
duke, they commit blunders that would 
discredit a prince. It is a question whe­
ther they simply qualify themselves to sft 
as models for Mr. du Maurier, or whether 
in their wild strivings after an immor­
tality of renown, they plunge into a series 
of eccentricities and escapades wMch 
give the enemies of the aristocracy occa­
sion to blaspheme. To me there is no­
thing more interesting and pathetic than 
the social deportment of such a peer as 
the Duke of Northumberland. Here is 
a solemn and dismal old man who is posi­
tively oppressed by a sense of his own 
magnificence. It haunts him like a sha­
dow of black care. It is with him as he 
sits down to table ; in company as, I 
doubt not, in solitude ; in London as m 
AMwick. .he head of the house of 
Smithson must do something to show 
that he is not as other mortals are ; or if 
he cannot do sometMng, he must do no­
thing with a funereal parade of pompous 
vanity. I do not know whether it is in­
ordinate water-gruel or an awful consci­
ousness of his inexorable responsibilities 
wMch have given to his Grace of North­
umberland an air of the profoupdegt me­
lancholy. It is melancholy, indeed, at 
more or less melodramatic hauteur, but 
to a sympathetic spectator it is exceed­
ingly painful to watch.” .

jhb Divided Skirt in London.—From 
a small pamphlet entitled “Rational 
Dress,” I learn that all women who do 
not abjure petticoats in favor of trousers 
are devoid of sense and refinement, and 
are dominated by the instincts of the 
savage. All these moral defects, as weH 
as several physical ones, may be cured, 
according to the authoress, by the 
adoption of the divided skirts invented 
by Lady Barberton. Petticoats, it seem, 
have robbed woman of her “proper 
equilibrium and healthy tone of Mind,” 
and those who "have adopted the so- 
called national dress, i. «., trousers, fefl 
the benefit of the change in their “grow­
ing mental and physical activity.” From 
certain rather mysterious phrases in ti* 
pamphlet 1 gather that the donning of 
the divided garment is but a preliminary 
step to the subjugation of man. Hm* 
inferior crqature may well tremble when 
he sees symptoms of growing activity in 
the shape of lacé and buglè trimmed 
trousers. The note of revolt is struck in 
the dictum that it is “degrading for a 
woman to seek to make herself attract­
ive.” I was talking recently to a lady 
about those divided dresses. She told 
me that she had been shown one by her 
dressmaker, and that so far as she could 
make it out, it divided the legs from 
each other and yet had an undivided 
skirt over this “arrangement,” so that it 
in reality amounted to trousers worn 
under a skirt.—London Truth.

Money Order Changes.—Some import­
ant changes in the post office money 
order system went into operation July 
1st. Orders on all countries are to be 
drawn in dollars and cents. For instance, 
persons remitting money to, or receiving 
money from, the Umted Kingdom will 
pay and be paid in our currency, while 
the recipients of remittances from here 
will be paid the equivalent in sterling 
money. The rates of commission 
charged for money orders issued in 
Canada will remain as at present, but 
a decided reduction has been made in 
thé comitiission on money orders pay­
able in the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and Newfoundland. The rates 
will be :—On orders up to $10, 10 cents ; 
over $10 and up to $20, 20 cents ; over 
$20 and up to $30, 30 cents ; over $30 
and up to $40, 40 cents ; over $40 and up 
to $50,50c. There will be no change in the 
charges for orders on British India, save 
that the committee will be regulated by 
the sum of the orders in dollars instead 
of in sterling money as at present. The 
following will be the scale of commissions 
on orders on British India :—On orders 
up to $10, 30 cents ; over $10 and up to 
$25, 60 cents ; over $25 and up to $35, 
90 cents ; over $35 and up to $48, $1.20.

A Comstock Barber’s Curious Accoumt 
Books.—“No, sir,” said a Comstock bar­
ber to a suspicious-looking transient cus­
tomer who affably remarked as the lather 
was being laid on that he supposed there 
were a good many men who failed to 
pay their shaving scores. “ No, sir, I 
used to give credit, but I never do now 

•in fact nobody ever asks for tick any 
more.”

“How’s that ?”
“Well, you see," said the barber, fry­

ing the edge of the razor on his thumb 
nai), “I had a set of stiffs who used to 
ask me to chalk it down. I got tired of 
keeping books and I adopted a new 
system. When I shaved one of these 
stand-bys I put a nick in his nose with 
my razor and kept tally in that way. 
They got so they didn’t want to run a 
bill.”

There was a tremor in the customer 
voice as he asked from beneath the 
lather : “Do you object to being paid in 
advance?”

How Alligators Eat.—An alligator's 
throat is an animated sewer. Every­
thing which lodges in his open mouth 
goes down. He is a lazy dog, and, in­
stead of hunting for something to eat, he 
lets his victuals hunt for him ; that is, he 
lies with his, great mouth open, appar­
ently dead like the possum. Soon a bug 
craws into it, then a fly, then several 
gnats, and a colony of musquitoes. The 
alligator don’t close his mouth yet. He 
is waiting for a whole drove of things. 
He does his eating by wholesale. A little 
later a lizard will cool himself under the 
shade of thlTupper jaw. Then a few 
frogs will hop up to catch the mosquitoes. 
Then more mosquito»-* and gnats light 
on the frogs. Finally a whole village of 
insects and reptiles settle down for an 
afternoon picnic. Then, all at once there 
is an earthquake. The big jaw falls, the 
alligator blinks one eye, gulps down the 
entire menagerie, and opens his * 
front door again for more visitors.

great


