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HOW SHARP SNAFFLES COT 
HIS CAPITAL AND WIFE.

The day's work was *»ne, and a good 
«lay’» work it waa. We had bagged a 
couple of fine books sad a fat doe ; and 
now we lay camped at the foot of the 
*< Balaam range” of mountain» in North 
Carolina, preparing for our «upper. We 
were a right merry group of seven ; four 
profeaeional hunter», and three amateurs— 
myself among the latter. There was Jim 
Fisher, Aleck Weed, Sam or S^arp Snaffles, 
alias “ Yaou,” and Nathan Langford, alias 
the “ Pious.”

These were our professional hunters. 
Our amateurs may we:l continue nameless, 
as their achievements do not call for any 
lyypent record. Enough that we had got
ten up the “camp hunt,” and provided all 
the creature comforts except the fresh 
meat. For this we were to look to the 
mountain ranges and the skill of our hunt
ers.

These were all famous fellows with the 
rifle—moving at a trot along the hill-sides, 
and with noses quite as keen of scent as 
these of their hounds in rousing deer and 
bear from their deep recesses among the 
mountain laurels.

A week had passed with us among these 
mountain ranges, some sixty miles beyond 
what the conceited world calls “ civilixa-

Satarday night had come ; and, this 
Saturday night closing a week of exciting 
labours, we were to carouse.

We were prepared for it. There stood 
our tent pitched at the foot of the moun
tains, with a beautiful cascade leaping head
long toward us, and subsiding into a moun
tain runnel, and finally into a little lakelet, 
the waters of which, edged with perpetual 
foam, were as clear as crystal.

Our baggage waggon, which had been 
sent round to meet us by trail rfrates 
through the gorges, stood near the tent, 
which was of stout army canvas.

That baggage waggon held a variety of 
luxuries. There was a barrel of the best 
belted wheat flour. There were a doxen 
choice hams, a sack of coffee, a keg of sugar, 
a few thousand of cigars, and last, not 
least, a corpulent barrel of Western usque
baugh, vulgarly, “ whisky to say nothing 
of a pair of demijohns of equal dimensions, 
one containing peach brandy of mountain 
manufacture, the other the luscious honey 
from the mountain hives. -

Well, we had reached Saturday night. 
We had hunted day by day from the pre
ceding Monday with considerable success 
— bagging some game daily, and cam] 
nightly at the foot of the mountains. The 
season was a fine one. It was early win
ter, October, and the long ascent to the top 
of the mountains was through vast fields of 
green, the bushes still hanging heavy with 
their huckleberries.

From the summits we had looked over 
into Tennessee, Virginia, Georgia, North 
and South Carolina. In brief, to use the 
language of Natty Bumpo, we beheld 
“ Creation.” We had crossed the “ Blue 
Ridge and the descending water-courses, 
no longer seeking the Atlantic, were now 
gushing headlong down the western slopes, 
and hurrying to lose themselves in the 
Gulf Stream and the Mississippi.

From the eyes of fountains within a few 
feet of each other we had blended our eau 
de vie with the limpid waters which 
were about to part company forever—the 
one leaping to the rising, and the other 
to the setting of the sun.

And buoyant, full of fun, with hearts of 
e&se, limbs of health and strength, plenty 
of venison, and a waggon full of good 
things, we welcomed the coming of Satur
day night as a season not simply of rest, 
but of a royal carouse. We were decreed 
to make a night of it.

But first let us see after our venison.
The deer, once slain, is, as soon after as 

possible, clapped upon the fire. All the 
professional hunters are good butchers and 
admirable cooks—of bear and deer meat at 
least. I doubt if they could spread a table 
to satisfy Delmonico ; but even Delmonico 
might take some lessons from them in the 
preparation for the table of the peculiar 
game which they pursue, and the meats on 
which they feed. We, at least, rejoice at 
the supper prospect befor us. Great col- 
lops hiss in the trying-pan, and finely cut 
steaks redden beautifully upon the flaming 
coals. Other portions of the meat are sub
dued to the stew, and make a very delight
ful dish. The head of the deer, indue _ 
the brains, is put upon a flat rock in place 
of gridiron, and thus baked before the fire 
—being carefully watched and turned until 
every portion has duly inbibed the neces
sary heat, and assumed the essential hue 

' which it should take to satisfy the eye of 
appetite. This portion of the deer is great 
ly esteemed by the hunters themselves . 
and the epicure of genuine stomach for the 
haul gout takes to it as an eagle to fat mut
ton, and a haVk to a young turkey.

The rest of tÿe deer—such portions of it 
as are not presently consumed or needed 
for immediate use—is cured for future sale 
or consumption ; being smoked upon a scaf
folding raised about tour feet above the 
ground, q^der which, for ten or twelve 
hours, a moderate fire will be kept up.

Meanwhile the hounds are sniffing and 
snuffing around, or crouched in groups, with 
noses pointed at the roast and broil and 
bake ; while their great liquid eyes dilate 
momently while watching for the huge 
gobbets which they expect to be thrown to 
them from time to time from the hands of 
the hunters.

Supper over, and it is Saturday night. 
It is the night dedicated among the profes
sional hunters to what is called “ The Ly
ing Camp !”

“The Lying Camp !” quoth Columbus 
Mills, one of our party, a wealthy moun
taineer, of large estates, of whom I have 
been for some time the guest.

“ What do you mean by the * Lying 
Camp,’ Columbus !”

The exportation soon followed.
Saturday night is devoted by the moun

taineer engaged in a camp hunt, which 
sometimes contemplates a course of several 
weeks, to stories of their adventures— 
“ long yams"—chiefly relating to-objects 
of their chase, and the wild experiences of 
their professional life. The hunter who 
actually inclines to exaggeration is, at such 
a period, privileged to deal in all the ex
travagances of invention ; nay, he is requir
ed to do so ! To be literal, or confine him
self to the bald and naked truth, is not 
only discreditable, but a finable offence ! 
He is, in such a case, made to swallow a 
long, strong, and difficult potation ! He 
can not be too extravagant in his inci
dents ; but he is also required to exhibit a 
certain degree of art, in their use ; and he 
thus frequently rises into a certain realm of 
fiction, the ingenuities of which are made 
to compensate for the exaggerations, as 
they do in the “ Arabian Mights,” and 
other Oriental romances.

This will suffice for explanation.
Nearly all our professional hunters assem

bled on the present occasion were tolerable 
raconteurs. They complimented Jim Fish-

fitting him on the biggest boulder which 
lay at hand ; and, sprinkling him with a 
stoup of whisky, they christened him 
“ The Big Lie,” for the occasion. And in 
this character he complacently presided 
during the rest of the evening, till the com
pany prepared for sleeep, which was not 
tilt midnight. He was king of the feast.

It was the duty of the “ Big Lie” to 
regulate proceedings, keep order, appoint 
the raconteurs severally, and admonish them 
when he found them foregoing their pri
vileges, and narrating bald, naked, and un

interesting^ truth. They must deal in fio-

F.fshei was seventy years old, and a 
veterr A hanter, the most famous in all the 
°°^r -try. He looked authority, and prompt
ly oegaa to assert it, which he did in a 
s’-ngle word :

“ Yaou !”
. IL

Yaou” was the asm de nique of one of 
the hunters, whose proper name was Sam 
Snaffles, but who, from his special smart
ness, had obtained the further sobriquet 
of “ Sharp Snaffles.”

Columbus Mills whispered me that he 
was called “ Yaou” from his frequent ess 
of that word, which, in the Choctaw dialect, 
simply means “ Yes." Snaffles had «am
bled considerably among the Choctaws,*nd 
picked up a variety of their words, which 
he was fond of using in preference te the 
vulgar English ; ana his common use of 
“ iaon,” For the affirmative, had prompt
ed the substitution of it for his own name. 
He answered to the name. ■

“ Ay—yee, Yaou,” was the response of 
Sam. “I was afeared, ' Big Lie, ’ that 
you’d be hitching me up the very first 
in your team.”

“ And what was you a afeard ef ! You 
knows as well how to take up a crooked 
trail as the very beet man among us ; so 
you go ahead and spin your thread a’ter the 
best fashion."

“ What shill it be !” said Snaffles, as he 
mixed a calabash full of peach and honey, 
preparing evidently for a long yarn.

“ Give’s the history of how yeu got your 
capital, Yaou !” was the cry from two or 
more.
r “ 0 Lawd ! I’ve toll’d that so often, fel
lows, that I’m afeared you’ll sleep on it q 
and then agin, I’ve tell’d it so often I’ve 
clean forgot how it goes. Somehow it 
changes a lee tie every time I tolls it,”

“ Never you mind ! The -ledge never 
haird it, I reckon,' for one ; and I’m not 
sure that Columbus Mills ever did.”

So the “ Big Lie.”
The “Jedge” was the nom de guerre 

which the hunters had conferred upon me ; 
looking, no doubt to, my venerable aspect 
—for I had travelled considerably beyond 
my teens—and the general dignity of my 
bearing.

“Yaou,” like other bashful beauties in 
oratory and singing, was disposed to hem 
and haw, and affect modesty and indiffer
ence, when he was brought up suddenly 
by the stem command of the “Big Lie,” 
who cried out :

“ Don’t make yourself an etaraal feel, 
Sam Snaffles, by twisting your mouth out 
of shape, making all sorts of redickilous il
euses. Open upon the trail at onst and 
give tongue, or, dem your digestion, but 
I’ll fine you to hafea gallon at a single swal
low !”

Thus adjured with a threat, Sam Snaffles 
swallowed his peach and honey at a gulp, 
hemmed thrice lustily, put himself into an 
attitude, and began as follow. I shall 
adopt his language as closely as possible ; 
but it is not possible, in any degree, to con
vey any adequate idea of his manner, which 
was admirably appropriate to the subject 
matter. Indeed, the fellow was a bom 
actor.

III.
“You see, Jedge,” addressing me 

especially settle distinguishedstanger, “I’m 
a telling this hyar history of mine, jest to 
please you,and I’ll try to please you ef I 
kin. These fellows hyar have beam it so 
often that they knows all about it jest as 
well as I do my own self, and they knows 
the truth of it all, would swear to it afore 
any hunters’ court in all the country, ef so 
be the affidavy was to be tooken in camp 
and on a Saturday night.

“Yon see then, Jedge, it’s about a dozen 
or fourteen years ago, when I was a young 
fellow without much beard on my chin, 
though I was fall grown as I am now— 
strong as a horse, ef not quite so big as a 
buffalo. I was then jest a-beginning my 
’prenticeship to the hunting business, and 
looking to sich persons as the ‘ Big Lie’ 
thar to sliow me now to take the track of 
b’ar, book, and panther-

“But I confess I weren’t a doing much. 
I hod a great deal to l’aro, and I reckon I 
miss’d many more bucks than I ever hit— 
that is, jest up to that time—”

“ Look yon, Yaou,” said “ Big Lie,” in- 
tempting him, “you’re gitting too close 
upon the eternal stupid truth ! All you’ve 
been a-saying is jest nothing but the naked 
truth as I knows it. Jest crook your trail !”

“ And how’s a man to lie decently onless 
you lets him hev a bit of truth to go upon ! 
The truth’s nothing but a peg in the wall 
that I hangs the lie upon. A’ter a while I 
promise that you sha’n’t see the peg.”

“ Well, Jedge, I wam’t a-doing much 
among the bucks yit—jest for the reason 
that I was quite too eager in the scent a’ter 
a sartin doe ! Now, Jedge, you never seed 
my wife my Mary Ann, as I calls her ; and ef 
you was to see her now—though she’s prime 
grit yit—you would never believe that, of all 
the womankind in all these mountains, she 
was the very y slier flowei of the forest ; 
with the reddest rose cheeks you ever did 
see, and sich a month, and sien bright cur
ly hair, and so tall, and so slender, and so 
all over beautiful ! O Lawd ! when I thinks 
of it and them times, I don’t see how twas 
possible to think of buck-hunting when 
thar was sich a doe, with sich eyes shining 
mo on !

“ Well, Jedge, Merry Ann was the only 
da’ter of Jeff Hopson and Kemah Hopson. 
I was poor hunter and poor man—jest, you 
see, a squatter on the side of a leetle bit of 
a mountain close on to Columbus Mills, at 
Mount Tryon, I was all the time on a hot 
trail a’ter Merry Ann Hopson- I went 
thar to see her a’moet every night ; and 
sometimes I carried X buck for the old 
people, and sometimes a doe-skin for the 
gal, and I do think, bad hitoter as I then 
was, I pretty much kept the family in deer 
meat through the whole winter. ” ‘

“Good for you, Yaou ! You’re a-coming 
to it ! That’s the only fair trail of a lie 
that you’ve struck yit !”

So the “ Big Lie,’1 from the chair,
“ Glad to hyar you say so,” was the 

answer. “ I’ll git on in time ! Well, 
Jedge, though Jeff Hopson was dad enough 
to git my meat always, he didn’t affection 
me, as I did his da’ter. He was a sharp, 
close’ money-loving old fellow, who was al
ways considerate of the main chaince ; and 
the old lady, his wife, who hairdly dare say 
her soul was her own, she jest looked both 
ways, as I may say, for Sunday, never giv
ing a fair look to me or my chaînées, when 
his eyes were sot on her. But ’twa’n’t so 
with Merry Ann. She hed the eyes lor me 
from the beginning, and soon she hed the 
feelings ; and, you see, Jedge, we some
time did git a chaince, when old Jeff was 
gone from home, to come to a sort of onder- 
standing about our feelings ; and the long 
and the short of it was that Merry Ann 
confessed to me that she’d like nothing bet
ter than to be my wife. She liked no other 
manlbut me. Now, Jedge, a’ter that, what 
was s yonng fellow to do! That, I sav, 
wasthe proper kind of incouragement. So 
I said, I’ll ax your daddy.’ Then she got 
scary, and said, ‘ Oh, don’t ; for somehow, 
Sam, I’m a-thinking daddy don’t like you 
enough yit. Jest hold on a bit, and come of
ten, and bring him venison, and try to make 
him laugh, which you kin do, you know, 
and a’ter a time you kin try him.1 And so 
1 did—or rather I didn’t. I put off the ax
ing. I come constant. I brought venison 
all the time, and b’ar meat aplenty, a’moet 
three days in every week.”

“That’s it, Yaou. You’re on trail 
That’s as domed a lie as you’ve tell’d 
yit ; for all your hunting, in them days, 
didn’t git more meat than you could eat 
your one self.”

“Thank you, * Big Lie.’ I hopes I’ll 
coma up in time to the right measure of the
camp.

“Well Jedge, this went on for a long 
time a’moet the whole winter, and spring, 
and summer, till the winter begun to come' 
m agin. I carried ’em the venison, and 
Merry Ann meets me in the woods, and we 
hee sich s pleasant time when we meets on 
them little odd chainces that I gits hot aa 
thunder to bring the business to s sweet 
honey finish.

“But Merry Ann keeps on aoary, and 
she puts me off ; on til, one day, one a’ter- 
noon, about sundown, she meets me in the 
woods, and she’s all in a fluateration. And 
she ups and tells me how old John Grim-

of it

stead, the old bachelor (a fellow «bout 
years old, and the dear gal not yet ' 
bow he’s a’ter her, and bekaise b _ 

ood fairm, and mules and horses, how her 
laddy’s giving him the open mouth incour

agement.
“ Then I says to Merry Ann :
“ * You sees, I kain’fc put off it no longer.

I must out with it, and ax your daddy at 
onst.’ And then her acarty fit cerne on 
again, and shebegs me not to—notJist yit. 
Rut I swears by all the Hokies that I won’t 
put off another day ; and so, aslhmrdthe 
old man was in the bsese that very hour, I 
left Meirry Ann in the woods, ailsn a trou
bling, and I jist wee* ahead, determined to 
have the figure made straight, whether odd
°r “VAnd Merry Assn, poor gal, she wrings 
her hainds, and osées a smart hit, and she 
wouldn’t go to the house, bait said she’d 
wait for me out thar. So I am her a kiss 
into her very mseth—and did it over more 
thro onst—and X left her, and pushed 
headlong for the house.

“ I was jubeus ; I was mighty onoer- 
tain, and a little bit scary myself ; for, yon 
see, old Jeff was a fellow of tough grit, and 
with big grinders ; but I was so oneasy, 
and so tired out waiting, and so desperate, 
and so fearsome that old bachelor Grim- 
etead would get the start on me, that 
nothing could stop me now, and I jist bolt
ed into the house, as free and easy and 
bold as ef I was the very best customer that 
the old man wanted to see.”

Here Yaou paused to renew his draught 
of peach and honey.

IV-
“ Well, Jedge, as I tell you, I put 

bold face on the business, though my hairt 
was gitting up into my throat, and I was 
almost a-gasping for my breath, when I 
was fairly in the big room, and standing up 
before the -old Squire. He was a-settting 
in his big «guar hide-bottom’d arm-chair, 
looking hke a jedge upon the bench, jist 
about to send a poor fellow to the gallows. 
As he seed me come in, looking queer 
enough, I reckon, his mouth put mi a sort 
of gnu, which showed all his grinders, and 
he looked for all the world as ef he guessed 
the businees I come about. Bat he said, 
good-natured enough :

“ 1 Well, Sam Snaffles, how goes it !"
“ Says I :
“ ‘ Pretty squar, considerin’. The win

ter’s coming on fast, and I rickon the 
mountains will be full of meat before li

“ Then say’s he, with an ugly grin,
’twas your smoke-house that had it all. 
Sam Snaffles ’stead of the mountains, 
’twould be better for you, I reckon.’

“ * I ’grees with you,’ says L * But I 
rather reckon Til get my full shar 
afore the spring of the leaf agin.’

“ • Well, Sun,' says he, ‘ I hopes, for 
your sake, ’twill be a big shar’. I’m afear
ed you’re not the pnsaon to go for a big 
shar’, Sam Snaffles. Seems to me you’re 
too easy satisfied with a small shar’ ; sich 
as the fence-squarrel carries onder his too 
airms, calkilating only on a small cron-crib 
in the chestnut-tree. ’

“ * Don’t you be afeared, Squire. I’ll 
come out right. My cabin sha’n’t want for 
nothing that a strong man with a stout 
hairt km git, with good working—enough 
and more for himself, and perhaps another 
puseon.’

• What other pnsaon V says he. with 
another of his great grins, and showing of 
his grinders.

“ * Well,’ says I, * Squire Hopson, that’s 
jest what I come to talk to ■ 
blessed Friday night’

“ Yon see 'twas Friday !
“ * Well,’ says he, * go ahead, Sam Snaf

fles, and empty your Drain
as you kin, and I’ll 
a-hearing you.’

“ So he lighted his pipe, and laid him
self back in Bis chair, shot his eyes, and be 
gin to puff like biases.

“ By this time my blood was beginning 
to bile in all my veins, for I seed that he 
waa jest in the humour to tread on all my 
toes, and then ax a’ter my feelings. I said 
to myself : «.

“ * It’s jest as well to git ' the worst at 
onst, and then thar’II be an eend of the on 
easiness.’ Se I up and fold him, in nrettj 
soft smooth sort of speechifying, as how ] 
was mighty fond of Merry Ann, and she, 
was a-thmkmg, of me ; and that I jest 
come to ax ef I might hev Merry Ann for 
my wife. i ' .

“ Then he opened his eyes wide, as if he 
never ixpected to hear sich a proposal from 
me.

“ ‘ What !’ says he. ‘ You !’
“ * Jest so, Squire,’says I. Ef it pleases 

you to believe me, and to consider it rea
sonable, the axing.’

“ He sot quiet for a minit or more, then 
he gits up, knocks all the fire out of his 
pipe on the chimney, fills it, and lights it

X, and then comes straight up to me, 
r I was a-setting on the chair in front 
of him, and without a word he takes the 

collar of my coat betwixt the thumb and 
forefinger of his left hand, and he says :

“ * Git up, Sam Snaffles. Git np, ef you 
please.’

“ Well, I gits up, and he says :
“ * Hyar ! Come ! Hyar !’
“ And with that he leads me right across 

the room to a big looking-glass that hung 
agin the partition wall, and thar he stops 
before the glass, facing it and holding me 
by the collar all the time.

“.Now that looking-* 
about the biggest I ever cua see ! it was 
a’moet three feet high, and a’moet two feet 
wide, and it had a bright, broad frame, 
shiny like gold, with a heap of leetle figgers 
worked au round it. I reckon thar’e no 
sich glass now in all the mountain country. 
I ’member when first that glass come home. 
It was a great thing, ana the old Squire 
was mighty proud oFik He bought it at 
the sale of some rich map’s flimiter, down 
at Greenville, and he was jest aa food of 
looking into it as a young gal, and when
ever he lighted his pipe, he’d walk np and 
down the room, seeing himself in the glass.

“ Well, thar he hed me up, both on us 
standing in front of this glass, whar we 
could a’moet see the whole of our full fig- 
gen, from head to foot.

“And when he hed stood thar fors 
minit or so, he says, quite solemn like 

“ ‘Look in the glass, Sam Snaffles.’ 
“Sol looked.
“ ‘ Well,’ says L • I sees you, Squaire 

Hopson, and myself, Sam Snaffle».’
“ * Look good,’ says he, 1 obzarve well’ 
“‘Well,’says I, * I’m a-looking with all 

my eyes. I only sees what I tells you.
“ ‘But yon don’t odtaree," says he. 

Looking and swing’s one thing,’ says he,
* but obzarvmg’a another. Now obzarve.’

you about this

our brain-basket as soon 
light my pipe while I’m

“ By this time, Jedge, I was getting sort 
o’ riled, for I could sw that somehow he 
was jest a-trying to make me feel ridick- 
iloua. So I says :

“ * Look you, Squaire Hopson, ef yc 
thinks I never seed myself in a glass afore 
this, you’re mighty mistaken. Eve got my 
own glass at home, and though it’a but a 
leetle sort of a small, mean consam, it 
shows me as much of. my own face and Ag
ger as 1 cares to see at any time. I never 
cares to look in it ’cept when I’m brushing, 
and combing, and clipping off the strag
gling beard when it’s too long for my eat
ing/
_ “ Very well,* says he ; * now obzarve 1 
Yon see your own figger, and your face, 
and you air observing as well aa you know 
how. Now, Mr. 8am Snaffles—now that 
you’ve hed a fair look at yourself—jeet 
now answer me, from y oar honest oon- 
scienoe, a’ter all you’ve seed, ef you honest
ly thinks you’re the sort of puseon to hev 
my da’ter V

11 And with that he gin me a twist, and 
when I wheeled round he hed wheeled 
round too, and thar we stood, fall facing 
one another. *

“ Lawd 1 how I was riled ! But I 
answered, quick ;
“‘And why

Squair Hopson.  ----- --------------^.„IT..L
man in the world, but I’m not the ugliest : 
and folks don’t generally consider me at all 
among the ugliee. I’m as tall a man as 
you, and as stout and strong, and as good s 
man o’ my inches as ever stepped in shoe- 
leather. And it’s enough to tell yc*, 
Squaire, whatever you may think, that 
Merry Ann believes in me, and she’s » way 
of thinking that I’m jest about the very
nnH/m fhaf. nnerlif. fn Knw hn* *

r this time, Jedge, I

why not, I’d like to know, 
? I ain’t the handsomest

pnsaon that ought to hev her.’
“ ‘ Merry Ann’s thinking,’ says he,

1 - —
‘ don’t run all fours with her fayther’s 
thinkimz. I axed you, Sam Snaffles, to ob- 
zarve yourseUm
seed "offiy8the‘?noh^T^on° seed that you 
hed eyes and mouth and the airms and Vjg» 
of the man. But eyes and mouth and, legs 
and airms don’t make a man !’

“ ‘Oh, they don’t 1’ says I.
“ • No, indeed,’ says ne. ‘ I seed that 

you hed all them ; but then I seed there 
was one thing that you hedn’t got.

“ ‘ Jimini V says I, mighty confluatered. 
What thing’s a-wanting to me to make 

me a man !’
“ ‘ Capital? says he, and he lifted him

self up and looked mighty grand.
“ ‘ Capital !’ says I ; ‘ and what’s that !’
“ ‘ Thar air many kinds of capital,’ says 

he. ‘ Money’s capital, for it kin buy every 
thing. House and lands is capital ; cattle 
and hones and sheep—when thar’» enough 
on ’em—is capital. And as I obzarved to 
you in the glass, Sam Snaffles, I seed that 
capital waa the very thing that you wanted 
to make a man of you ! Now I don’t mean 
than any dr’ter of mine shall marry a pus- 
son that’s not a parfect man. I obzarved 
you long ago, ana seed whar you was want
ing. I axed about you. I axed your horse. ’

“ ‘ Axed my horse !’ says I, pretty nigh 
dumfonndered.

“ ‘ Yes ; I axed your horse, and he said 
to me : “ Look at me ! I hain’t got an 
once of spar’ flesh on my bones. You kin 
count all my ribs. You kin lay the whole 
length of your airm betwixt any two on 
’em, and it ’ll lie thar as snug as a black 
snake betwixt two poles of a log-house.” 
Says he, “ Sam’s got no capital ! He ain’t 
got, any time, five bushels of corn in his 
crib ; and he’s such a monstrous feeder 
himself that he’ll eat out four bushels, and 
think it mighty hard upon him to give me 
the other one.” Thar, now, was your 
horse’s testimony, Sam, agin yon. Then I 
axed about your cabin, and your way of liv
ing. I was curious, and went to see you 
one day when I knewed you waur at home. 
You hed but one chair, which you gin me 
to set on, and yon sot on the eend cj a bar
rel for yourself. You gin me a rasher of 
bacon what hedn’t a streak of fat in it. 
You hed a poor quarter of a poor doe hang
ing from the ratters—a poor beast that 
somebody hed disabled—”

“ * I shot it myself,’ says I.
•‘ ‘Well, it was a-dying when yon shot 

it ; and all the hunters say yon was a poor 
shooter at any thing. You cooked our 
dinner yourself, and the hoe-cake was all 
dongh, not hafe done, and the meat was all 
done as tough as ef you had dried, it for a 
month of Sundays in a Flumday sun ! 
Your cabin had but one room, and that you 
slept in and ate, in ; and the floor was six 
inches deep in dirt ! Then, when I looked 
into your garden, I found seven stalks of 
long collaras only, every one seven feet 
high,with all the leaves etript off it, as ef 
yon wanted them for broth ; till thar waur 
only three top leaves left on every stalk. 
You hedn’t a stalk of com growing, and 
when 1 scratched at your turnip-bed I 
found nothing bigger than a chestnut. 
Then, Sam, I began to ask about your 
fairm, and I found that you was nothing 
but a squatter on land of Columbus Mills, 
who let you have an old nigger pole-house, 
and an acre or two of land. Says I to my
self, says I, “ This poor fellow’s got no 
capital : and ho hasn’t the head to cpt capi
tal and from that moment, Sam Snaffles, 
the more I obzarved you, the more sartin 
twas that you never could be a man, ef 
yon waur to live a thousand years. You 
may think, in your vanity, that you air a 
man ; but you ain’t, and never will be, on
less you kin find a way to git capital ; and 
I loves my gal child too much to let her 
many any puseon whom I don’t altogether 
consider à man !

“ A’ter that long speechifying, Jedge, 
you might ha’ ground me up in a mill, biled 
me down in a pot, and scattered me over a 
manure heap, ana I wouldn’t ha’ been able 
to say a word !

“ I ootched up »y hat, and was a-gwine, 
when he said to flee, with his demed infer
nal big grin :

‘ ‘ ‘ Take another look in the glass, Sam 
Snaffle», and obzarve well, and you’ll see 
jest whar it is I thinks that you’re wanting. ’

“ I didn’t stop for any more. I jest bolt
ed, like a hot shot out of a shovel, and 
didn’t know my own self, or whatever steps 

•I tuk, tell 1 gotfoktto the thick and met 
" Merry Ann1 coming towards me.

“ I must liquor now !” \
l V.

“Well, Jedge, it was a hard meeting be
twixt me and Merry Ann. The poor gal 
come to me in a sort of run, and hairdly 
drawing her breath, she cried out :

“ ‘ On, Sam ! What does he say !’
“ What could I say ! How tell her! I 

jest wrapped her up in my airms, and I 
cries out, making some violent remarks 
about the old Squair.

“ Then she screamed, and I hed to 
squeeze her up, more close than ever, and 
kiss her, I reckon, more than a dozen times, 
jest to keep her from gwine into historical 
fits. I tolled her all, from beginning to 
eend.

“ I tolled her that thar waur some truth 
in what the old man said : that I hadn't 
been keerful to de the thing as I ought ; 
that the house was mean and dirty ; that 
the horse was mean and poor ; that I hed 
been thinking too much about her own self 
to think about other things ; bat that I 
would do better, would see "to things, put 
things right, git com in the crib, git ‘ capi
tal,’ ef I could, and a make a good, com
fortable home for her.

“ ‘ Look at me,’ «aya I, “ Merry Ann, 
Does I look like a man ?’

“4 You’re are all the man I wants,’ says 
she.

“ ‘That’s enough,’says I. ‘You shall 
see what I kin do, and what I will do ! 
That’s ef yon air true to me.’

“ ‘I’ll be true to you, Sam,’ says she.
“ ‘ And you won’t think of nobody else !’
“ ‘ Never,’ says she.
“ ‘ Well, youTl see what I kin do, and 

what I will do. You’ll see that I era a man ; 
and ef thar's capital to be got in all the 
country, by working and hunting, and 
fighting, ef that’s needful, we shill hev it. 
Only you be true to me, Merry Ann.’

“ And she throwed herself upon my buz- 
zom, and cried out :

“ * I’ll be true to you, Sam. I lovez no
body in all the world so much as I loves 
you.’

“ ‘And yon won’t marry any other man, 
Merry Ann, no matter what your daddy
says!’

“ ' Never,’ she says.
“ ‘ And yon won’t listen to this old 

bachelor fellow, Grim stead, that’s got the 
“ capital” already, no matter how they

**®£y*&.
“‘Sw'aritP says I—‘ sw’ar it, Merry 

Ann—that you will be my wife, and never 
marry Grimstead !

“ ‘I aw’ars it,’ she says, kissing me, be- 
kaize we had no book.

“ ‘ Now,’ «ays I, ‘ Meirry Ann, that’s 
not enough. Cuss him for my sake, and to 
make sartin. Cuts that fellow Grimstead. ’

“ ‘ Oh,’ Sam, I kain’t cuss,’ says she : 
‘that’s wicked.’

“ ‘ Cuss him on my account’ says I—‘ to 
my credit.’

“ ‘Oh,’ says she, ‘ don’t ax me. I kain’t 
do that.’

“ Says X, * Merry Ann, if you don't cues 
that fellow, some wav, I do believe you’ll 
go over to him a’ter all. Jeet you cuss him, 
now. Any small cuss will do, ef you’re in 
aimesV

“ * Well,’ says she, * ef that’s your idee, 
then I says, “ Drot his skin, and drot my

^ “y My but

“ ‘That ’Ù 4o, Merry Ann,’ says L 
And now I m easy in my soul and con- 

serene^ And now. Merry Ann, I’m gwine 
off to try my best, and git the "capital’’ 
Ef it’s the “ capital" that’» needful to make 
a man of me. Ill git it, ill kin.'

"And so, after a million of squeezes and 
es, we parted ; and she dipt along 

through the woods, the back way to the 
house, and I mounted my horse to go to my 
cabin. But, afore I mounted the beast, I 
ffin him a dozen kicks in his ribs, jest for 

ring his testimony agin me, and telling 
the old Sqpaire that I hedn’t ‘ capitaP 
enough for a com crib.”

(To be Continued)

'jdist church or canada.
General Conference at Montreal

Teeth Day.
Montreal, Sept 18.—Rev. J. 8. Peach conducted 

the devotional exercises. Complaints were made by 
several members of the Conference that much time 
ras being consumed in needless discussion.

The order of the day was taken up, which was the 
liscuseion of the Educational Committee report, 

which consumed most of the session.
The Central Board is to be abolished and instead 

an educational society is to be formed at every 
^ appointment, to increase the income of

5' means of increased subscriptions, 
terations were mai le in the mode of 
distributing the amount of money collected. The 

boards of Victoria College, the Sackville Institutions 
and the Wesleyan Theological College in Montreal 
were appointed. The college at Montreal is to be 
affiliated with the theological department of Victoria 
College, the said college is to affiliate with McGill 
University, so far as the Arts department is con
cerned. The Educational Committee also 
strongly condemns the practice of some 
Methodists in not supporting Methodist educational 
institutions, and especially they condemn the prac
tice of sending the daughters of Methodist families 
to Romish convents. The clerical members of the 
ladies colleges at Hamilton and Whitby were ap
pointed.

Mr. J. E. Carson presented the report of the 
Finance Committee, which stated that the ex
penses of the General Conference exceeds $7,000, 
but that the amount at their disposal is not one 
half of this ; therefore they ask that a collection 
shall be taken at each appointment once a year, 
and that in the meantime the treasurer shall nego
tiate a loan to defray present liabilities.

Rev, D. D. Currib read the report of the Com
mittee on publishing interests, which was adopted 
with some slight alterations. Instead of one person 
performing the duties of both editor and book 
steward, it was resolved that two ministers shall he 
set apart to these offices. Several applications werè 
made for leave of absence, which were granted.

Eleventh Day.
Montreal, Sept. 14.—The day’s session opened 

at nine o’clock, and after the usual preliminaries toe 
order of the day was followed, when the election of 
book stewards and editors was taken up.

Rev. W. Briggs was elected book-steward for the 
book room at Toronto. Rev. E. H. De wart was re
elected editor of the Christian Guardian, and W. 
H. Withrow, M. A., ires re-elected editor of the 
Magazine. Rev. W. H. Hearty was appointed book 
steward for the establishment at Halifax, and A. W 
Nicholson editor of the Wedeyan.

Rev. Dr. Brew art, on behalf of the Reception 
Committee, Introduced Rev. Dr. Jacques and William 
Brown to the President, who presented them to the 
Conference and welcomed them as the representa
tives of theM. E. Church of Canada. Their official 
addresses are to be the order of the day at eleven 
o’clock on Monday morning.

Rev. B. B. Ri km an, M.A., on behalf of the Nomi
nating Committee, recommended the following as 
the Committee on the Methodist Æcumenical Coun
cil :—Revs. Dr. Green, Dr. Nelles, Dr. Jeffers, Dr. 
Evans, Dr. Pope, W. Scott, J. Tsylor. G. & Milligan, 
with Hon. J. Ferrier, B. Coats worth, D. Plewea, W. 
F. Hall, Dr. Allison and Dr. Inch.

Rev. A. Andrews read the report of the Sunday 
School Committee, which suggested certain amend
ments to the constitution which were not ap
proved of.

The recommendation for the appointment of an 
agent to travel at large on behalf of the Sabbath 
School work called forth a very lengthened debate. 
Several members of ihe Conference were agreed 
that such an,agent would be a great benefit, but as 
the expense connected with such an appointment 
would be more than the present means at the dis: 
posai of the Sunday School Committee the recom
mendation of the Committee was not adopted.

.The Committee also reported the formation of 
juvenile missionary societies in connection with the 
Sabbath schools, but it was ultimately agreed that 
the superintendents should do all in their power 
to train their scholars to the habit of contributing 
missionary money without the machinery of such 
societies

Several additional notices of motion and special 
resolutions were placed on the notice paper, some 
of which were disposed of, and others laid over until 
some future session.

Dr. William* presented No. 4 report of the Com
mittee on Discipline, the first item of which related 
to supplying the place of the President and the 
Vice-President of the General Conference, in case 
of death or disability, which was adopted. The next 
General Conference is to consist of one member 
for every ten members of the annual Conferences. 
An annual Conference u not to locate a minister 
who has ta veiled ten years «id upwards, and in no 
case to do so without giving him twelve months 
notice. A memorial for the introduction of lay 
delegation into the annual confereifEes having been 
referred to the Committee, the Conference was re
commended not to grant the prayer of the me
morialists.

A discussion took place on the question, when it 
was found that an overwhelming majority were op
posed to the measure.

Some applications for leave of absence were 
granted and the Conference adjourned.

Montreal, Sept. 16.—Yesterday the 
pulpits of the different churches were occu
pied by ministers attending the Conference. 
Some also visited the Gaol and the House 
of Industry and Refuge, and held religious 
services with the inmates of these places.

* To-day was occupied first with notices 
of motion byDr. Ryeraon, relating to the 
President being at liberty to travel at large 
during the next four years, and the means 
for his support.

Rev. W. H. Hearty was allowed to 
speak on a question of privilege, and re
signed the position assigned him in the 
last session as Book Steward at Halifax, as 
he greatly preferred to be solely devoted 
to the work of the ministry.

Dr, Aylsworth gave notice of a motion 
that Ministers who should retire after being 
ten years in the Ministry shonld have an 
the rights of the Ministry in respect to ad
ministering- the sacraments.

holding the annual Conferences, when it was 
resolved that they should not be held 
earlier than the third Wednesday in May 
or the fourth in June. The recommenda
tion of the Committee respecting the consti
tution of the quarterly meeting was the oc
casion of a discussion which continued for 
several hours, but it was ultimately agreed 
that the laymen should attend all the ses
sions of the meeting except the examination 
of character, and purely ministerial business.

Further consideration of the disciplinary 
report was resumed. One part related to 
the employment of persons by chairmen of 
districts, when it was decided that in all 
cases the permission of the annual confer
ence or the special committee shall be ob
tained, hut no person previously rejected 
by a quarterly meeting or district meeting 
or Conference shall on any account be so 
employed.

Montreal. I -There were three teeeions_______■■ZlMiiil
MajL In the knt,repnta ot committees were dto

Hon.'Mr. Strong read the report at the Finance 
Committee, which stetsd that the daim» on the 
treasurer tor Oontesnee Committees and Conler-

the receipts ao 1er were only #,700. The com
mittee recommended that the dreoHs which hare 
net made their Otmfstance collection», shall 
immediately do M ; also that the Conference 
Treasurer shall borrow an amount of money 
to meet present liabilities, and collections shall be 
taken op annually in all ptaeee at worship for the 
Coherence Fund. The report was adopted!

tov. W. HASsrean read the report of toeCom- 
» Mimions. It was believed that the for- 

■nation of ladte mteden eoctetiea at the present 
time would net be productive of so much good as 
some suppose, and therefore the Conference refer- 
red the matter of such societies to the Central 
Board, who shall take such steps as they may deem 
proper. No new mission to be formed shall 
H**1” “7 «ok»» the consent of
the Oenteâl Board be previously obtained. 
n* Central Board* not to appropriate more money 
than the amount of Income of the previous year, 
which, hee come from tin ordloary soqrcm ti> ^ 
epeet to the redactions of the debt, #8,000 is to 
be retied by extra means during the year.
.Dr- BV gave notice of a motion for the repeal 

of the rule which requires a majority of the Con
ference to IWm a quorum, and making fifty the 
PTOW quorum for the remainder of the torn.

Dr. Potts pans notice of a motion that, in conse
quence of the present state of the Conference fund, 
a fraternal letter shall be eent to the "tister Confer- 
ences, initnad of delegatee.

the afternoon Marion It wee resolved that 
the Missionary report shall be of a summary charac
ter. report* of the respective Conferences shall 
be published in detail The monthly notices are to 
be discontinued, end one column of it shall be de
voted to the Onanfian end reeteyon missionary In- 
telUgence. With a view to laeeeeee the liberality of 
to* Sand» School children, a page In the Sunday 
School Advocate shall be devoted to missionary tn-
teldgenee. 

The questquestion of th 
lengthy discussion, which was brought to a close at 
ten o'clock, when there wee a huge majority in 
favour of only one Missionary decretory.

Mr. Samuel D. Waddy, leq., M.P., from England, 
was Introduced end was reerived with great cheering.

The Conference adjourned after 10 o’clock.
Thirteenth Hr.

Moxtrral, Sept 18.—There were three Marions 
o-day.
Bev. A guTHsaLAxn was sleeted Secretary and 

Treasurer of the Missionary Society, and Mr. John 
Macdonald waa elected Joint Treasurer. Dr. H. 
Pickard was elected book steward fdr Halifax, and 
D. D Currie, editor of the Wesleyan, In place of 
Rev. M. Nicholson, resigned.

Dr. Rtsuos brought forward hi* resolution re
lating to the President bring at liberty to travel at 

■ ling the next qandrennial term. It was re. 
the Committee on the Discipline.

------- ,croon also introduced another resolution
which provides for the Pnrident'a salary. It waa 
referred to the Committee on Finance.

A Committee consisting of Dr. Bose, Dr. Inch and 
Hon. J. Ferrier, wee appointed to nmotiate a loan 
todsirey thedtfldeocr of the OeneralOoeletence

The report of the Committee of the Itineracy was not considered, relating to transfer» Ministers are 
notto be transferred About their owncofo2*a£d 

“V may return to the Confer- 
enee from which they ire transferred. The President

of the Conference from which any preacher may be 
transferred I» to be informed of the fact ini proper 
time. Regulations ere made a» to the time when 
the transfers «re to take place.

With respect to the extension to the term of a 
minister’s stay on a circuit, a lengthy discussion 
took place. Several spoke in favour of an exten
sion but an overwhelming majority decided that 
there should be no extension, Three years must be 
the utmost time a minister can stay on a circuit.

Dr. Rycrson gave notice of motion for a corres
pondence to be entered into with the Missionary 

littee of the Methodist Episcopal Church for 
mony of acharmony of action in the 

and those of therespective mhrione of 
Methodist Church.

The report of the Committee on the Superannua
tion Fund was considered. There ere ninety-six 
minister» and fifty-one widow» who receive small 
annuities from the fund, to which all the ministers 
“fo^bc #0, end collections end subscriptions are 
furnished by the laity. The minuter* are to pay 
their subscriptions In advance in two instalment»

A telegram was receive! from Jas. Patterson, on 
behalf of several members of the Methodist Church 
Toronto, protesting against the appointment of 
Bev. W. Briggs, to the office of book steward. The 
memorial was referred to the Committee on Me- 
mortals.

The Committee reported at a subsequent session 
that in their judgment no notice should be taken of 
the memorial. The Conference agreed to the views 
of the Committee.

The remainder of the report of the Committee 
on the Superannuation Fund was finally settled. 
The Board is to consist of twelve ministers and 
twelve laymen. It shall determine the length of 
time to which ministers shall claim superannuation 
allowance. Should any vacancies occur in the 
Board by reason of death or other cause they shall 
be made up by the members of the Board.

The report of the Hymn-book Committee was taken 
up and occupied the greater part of two sessions. A 
committee was appointed at the last General Confer
ence for the purpose of reviewing the hymn-books 
and preparing them for future use in the churches. 
The committee made their repon and recommended 
the elimination of 130 hymns, and extracted lines 
and portions of verses, which make at least eighty 
more.

Several amendments were suggested, and the 
discussion was animated and eloquent.

Dr. Fowler eulogized the hymn book now in 
use.

Rev. J. Hunt also eulogized the hymn book, but 
thought that many improvements might be made.

Rev. E. H. Dew art, as one of theCommittee, de
fended the course pursued by them. He thought 
they would do most honour te the memory of the 
founder of Methodism by doing the best they could 
for the glory of God and the welfare of the Church. 
He thought they were capable of making a book for 
themselves, and had no need U wait until the 
(Ecumenical Council of Methodism, as some had 
advised them to do.

Revs. J. H. Robinson, E. B. Ryckman and Dr. 
Allison, «poke on the subject. Several said that 
they would refer the matter again to tho Commit
tee to complete and publish the book in two 
years.

The evening session was opened at 7.80.
Rev. W. 8. Blackstock presented the report of 

the Committee on Public worship, which recom
mended that no change shall be sanctioned in the 
mode of conducting public worship.

The discussion on the hymn book was resumed.
Rev. Leroy Hooker took the floor and argued in 

favour of the publication of & new hymn-book for 
economical reasons.

Dr. Rice argued in favour of retaining the hymn- 
book as much as possible as Mr. Wesley left it

Dr. Williams gave a historical review of the 
hymn-book, and detailed at great length what the 
members of the Committee had done m purchasing 
hymn-books, both from England and America. They 
had also read extensively all the books which they 
could secure, for the purpose of making as good a 
book as possible.

Dr. Rybrson spoke at great length in defence of 
the hymn-book as now used in England, and dif
fered altogether from the Committee as 
to the course they had pursued in 
recommending the omission of so many 
hymns. He would greatly prefer that a new Com
mittee should be appointed, but would have at 
least 500 of the hymns which Mr. Wesley had com
posed retained and make up a supplement of as 
many other hymns as may be deemed necessary. 
Such a course would be most likely to secure the 
concurrence of the people.

Rev. A. Sutherland closed the debate in a very 
powerful speech. He thought that many fears 
were entertained for which there was no ground. 
He defended the Committee from the objections 
raised against them and expressed the belief that 
they would do their work well.

Drs. Jeffers and Allison were added to the Com
mittee on the hymn book question.

The amendment for the re-appointment of the 
Hymn-book Committee was adopted, the Committee 
therefore is re-appointed and the new hymn book 

blished in two

Fifteenth Bay. .
Montreal, Sept. 21.—After devoting and the reading of the minute? reTJr ex^eiJ 

■nitteee were praented. ’ repons a >1
The first was that of *e Temperance c™. I

Sk”K‘sas‘s=Rga
opinion that every means ehould be adomüf61 SI 
cure unintoxicating wine at the Lrart'e sSL1' 
teenoourege the formation of jnvenik societies and th. drculation d 4
tore. —-peranc. ij^l

Bev. Dr. Williams was appointed to „,k. . 
olDtedpline, and the Beva A. SuthCThL^ 6”*l 
Bredin to edit the Journal of the 
enee. ui™ Cty,, I

Dr. Borwash read the report of the bo on Education relating to the election an?51®

11» Committee of the Theological ColW. ’*
* CMie$8tin* of seventh
ten and laymen. ’ ~ ~TC,1Ke' m3

The Committee of Stanstead Wesley I 
presented their report, and after Rev w t 
made a statement respecting the affairs n« ï? ^1 
stitution, Drs. Nellis and Rice, L. Beaudr 
G. Bishop spoke on behalf of the Colley- w-y 
commended to the favourable considcran 
patronage of the people of the Methodist rv* ^1 
Canada. The Conference also ordered th V ^-nof| 
rtead College shall be utilized on bok?f 
French educational work as soon as arr “ °f ' 
can be made for that purpose. 1

Dr. Rice reported on behalf of the Com- -, 
pointed to settle the matter of dispute re\ ‘7 * 2 
Superannuated Ministers’ Fund and the y 
Fund, to the effect that a sum of mon- 
granted from the latter fund to the forme” 
of such ministers as may have laboured 
and other missions.

Dr. Nelles read the report of the Com 
the Ecumenical Methodist Conference wl, 
mended, (L) that there shall be a standby' 
tee, consisting of seven, with the Pre£ lent 
Secretary of the Conference to' fl? 
with other members of the great 
family as to the advisability of holdin - JJ* 
council ; (2) in the event of holding suev a JJJ 'g 
enee not later than 1882 the Committee yy' 
point the delegates to attend the same, but if ? 
conference should not be held until after -hen 
General Conference, that Conference shall 
the delegates.

Dr. Allison read the report of the Committee* 
Church Property, which was adopted, fur the- 
tics to be supplied for publication.

The report of the Committee on Church Exu
Dr. Williams present___  ______

naittee on Discipline. The report recommended rt 
in foreign missionary districts where then

. shall W

no ia to be pub: > years.
Frarteatk Bay.

Montreal, Sept. 20.—There were three sessions of 
Conference to-day.

At the first Dr. Ryereon was requested to prepare 
for publication the address which he delivered on 
the first day ef the Conference.

It was ordered that the regulations in different 
parts of the book of discipline which relate to the 
membership of the Church, be inserted in one

lace.
The Educational Board was instructed to make 

grants to the institutions in Manitoba and the 
French in Montreal if they deemed it prudent to do 
so.

Rev. B. A. Temple read the report of the Com
mittee on Class-meeting, which recommended that 
no change should be made in the regulations in that 
institution. Several amendments were submitted 
and more than twenty members of the Conference 
delivered themselves on the question. All were 
agreed that the class-meeting, as a means of grace, 
has been of great valua ‘ ** * ** *“ ‘ "*
Church. Many felt tT— 
carrying out toe-rule- 
question. On the other hand it was urged that 
to carry out the rule rigidly would exclude hundreds 
of members from church, and while the rule 
remained as it is, it was certain that many were 
kept from church. Those who wanted the 
class-meeting to be maintained, believed that if any 
change were made the doors of admission would be 
SO wide that many would come in who are not 
wanted.

Mr. Kennedy defended the report of the Com
mittee, and pleaded for its adoption.

Rev. W. R. Parker pleaded for the abolition of 
the rule which makes attendance on class-meeting a 
test of membership, and thought as Methodism had 
largely influenced other Churches, so the Methodist 
Church would do well to imitate them by adopting 
praise meetings for class-meetings.

Mr. M. Roberts wanted the test to be abolished.
Rev. H. F. Bland defended class-meetings as a 

prudential means of grace, but at the same time 
there were good reasons why he thought the test 
should be abolished.

Rev. J. W. Jeffery defended the class-meeting, 
and expressed his belief that if the ministers did 
their duty there would be no difficulty in the matter.

Rev. A. Sutherland took the floor, and in an 
earnest and eloquent speech defended the position 
of those who wanted the rule to be abolished which 
makes the attendance on class-meeting a test of 
membership. He was as much attached to the 
class-meeting as anybody, but at the same time he 
thought it was not strictly a divine institution, but 
only a prudential means of grace.

Rev. J. H. Robinson expressed himself as being 
in favour of the class-meeting as it is. He was 
afraid that the desire to abolish class-meetings was 
an evidence of the lack of spirituality which was 
somewhat prevalent in this lying and sceptical age. 
Thirty years ago he never heard of anybody who dis
liked class-meetings, but always when people were 
low in their religious experience they were unwilling 
to attend these meetings.

As the hour of adjournment had come.
The President said that those who wished to speak 

had better send in fcheirmames.
A great number did so.
Iti the next session,
Rev. J. Lathern took the floor, and said that 

those who wanted a change in the rule had been 
misrepresented, inasmuch as they only wanted the 
rule which makes attendance on class-meetings a 
condition of membership either to be abolished or 
greatly modified.

Rev. J. Hart was of the same opinion.
Rev. E, H. .Dewart wanted the rule changed, 

but did not think that it would be wise to make any 
alterations at this Conference, as it would take the 
people by surprise, and they might get wrong 
impressions as to the reasons which had prompted 
the change. He felt assured that the time would 
come when some such change as that recommended 
would be adopted.

Rev E. B. Rtkman expressed himself as surprised 
at what he bad heard. He believed that the desire 
tor change had come from some two or three places 
where there were people who wanted to belong to 
the Church and still enjoy all the pleasures of 
fashionable society. For himself he waa attached to 
class-meetings and hoped there wotfld be no change.

Rev. J. Graham was in favour of class-meetings, 
and thought there was great danger of doing some
thing that would make much trouble in days to

Dr. Sandereon appealed to the history of Method
ism in confirmation of the value of the dam-meet
ing as an auxiliary meant of grace.
. to. Rica, in an earnert end powerful speech, de
fended the neege which he contended prevailed In 
Methodism from its beginning. He signed that the 
general rales made two many testa, and It was much 
better to have only one test, and a better test than 
the class-meeting could not be authorized. The re
sults and advantages of class-meetings could be seen 

heW -----history of Calvi and Wee-
. ------- that his chief difficulty had always

been the lack of suitable leaden, and whUe he be- 
ieved that many hed been won to Methodism by 

mean» at the dais-meeting, more had been won by 
the preaching of Methodism.

The evening session commenced at 7.S0, and after 
eome minor matters had been attended to, the ques
tion of the dees meeting was resumed. A large 
number of persons came Into the Conférence—a 
proof of the great Interest which wee fdt in the 
question.

L HOOker’ “* Dr
Beva J. B. Clarkson, W. C. Henderson, N. B. 

Willoughby, Dr. Williams, and others, exprereed 
themselves as being willing to waive their right to 
•peek if the vote could now be taken.

Mr. Oaimx thought that the illsiiirefiiii hed been 
too much on one aide.

A resolution wee adopted to the effect thetas 
there were eome twenty posons who had expressed 
themselves desirous to speak, the vote should be 
taken when four others had spoken.

Accordingly Dr. Imre took the floor, and in an 
earoeet and powerful speech delivered his views on 
the Important theme.

Mr. Gums gave a few facts which had occurred 
la his own exnerienee

Mr. K. Goats worth thought that s crisis was upon 
them sea Church, and It became them to exercise 
great caution as to how they acted. He detailed at 
length the manner In which he conducted his own 
~* (-meetings.
__ V Rybrson delivered the concluding speech, in

which he reviewed the class meeting question for a 
quarter of a oentnry. The venerable doctor occu
pied the full time allowed him, and resumed his seat 
m the midst of great cheers.

The President delivered a few appropriate sen
tences and the vote was taken at eleven o’clock in 
toe evening, declaring by a large majority that toe 
disciplinary requirements should not be altered.

probationers who cannot attend the i 
enee for ordination, toe conference shall am, » 
rangements for such ordination. “s

Bev. J. Alls*, who acted as postmast» 
Conference, received a testimonial, consistm. Smith’» Imperial Dictionary in fivï vol™ÏV 
Bev. W. J. Shaw, who had performed a gr-et - 
of labour ae Secretary of toe Confèrent» j 
mente, received several theological volumes

In respect to toe representatives to the 
Conference it wee ordered that alternates shonïï 
provided, that te one substitute for even ten n 
sentatives. Each distSict meeting maj also m 
one lay representative as substitute. A 8hl1 ™ 
of sppesl is to be appointed, to .once m 
twelve members, in equal numbers of 
laymen, to whom all complaint» for mal administre1 
tion shall be referred and their decisions 8Æ 
final in all cases.

Further recommendations were adopted relatin 
to the position which ministers are to occupy vT 
retire from the ministry and become local preach* 
Ministers appointed to any office by the Gen» 
Conference shall be members of the annual i» 
ference to which they belonged at the tin-e wU 
they were elected.

A few further emendations were made to varim 
sections. 1

Mr. W. Kennedy was appointed joint treasurer « 
the General Conference fund.

The following is the committee on the Ecuœenil 
cal Council —Drs. Green, Ryerson, Nelles and Rwl 
E. P. Dewart, Hon. J. Ferrier, J. Macdonald (; p,rf 
terson and J. F. Morrow. 1

Dr. ATER80N read the draft of the address of l,- 
Conference to the Marquis of Lome. The députai 
tion to present the address to bis Excellency " 1 
consist of the President and ex-President and 
tary of Conference, viz., the President, with Ba 
J. Ferrier and J. C. Aikins and the minigt-r of th 
Dominion Church, Ottawa.

Sixteenth Day.
Montreal, Sept 23.—Nine o'clock ;omu] 

the delegates once more at their post, aiij 
after the usual routine, reports of commitj 
tees were called.

In accordance with the recommemL 
of the Missionary Committee, all 841
scribers and those who collect $10 are__
here of the society, and are entitled to 
copy of its report All monies raised 
circuits are to he sent to the chairmen 
districts and through them to the tr 
era of the society, and all payments 
missionaries must go through the handa 
chairmen. It was proposed by the 
mittee to constitute the Bermuda* a 
sionary district, in connection with 
Toronto Conference. This recommendatio 
was lost, and the Islands still remain 
connection with the Halifax district oi 
Nova Scotia Conference.

The following were "appointed memb 
of the Central Board, of Missions, 
Revs. Jas. Gray, John Shaw, Hot 
Sprague, and Hon. James Ferrier, Ja 
Patterson, Esq., and G. H. Starr. Esc,, 
Halifax.

Rev. Dr. Potts moved the following] 
solution, seconded by Hon. James Ferj 
tier :—'

That t hi ̂ General Conference hereby presena 
most cordial thanks to toe Bev. Egertoc Evers.
D. D., the ex-Preeident, and would place on "rev 
its grateful appreciation of the eminent service 
dered by him to toe varied interests of t e Me 
diet Church of Canada during the pest four ye 
We recognize his consecrated ability sea dit to 
Church, and offer our devout prayers tc Ain 
God, that his valued life may be long spared t 
Church, of which he has been so many years a die 
tinguished minister ; and to the country on rh* 
educational history, he has left the ineffaceable à 
press of hy great ability. And that the he' 
consolations of grace may be his perpetual her

The resolution was unanimously came 
by a rising vote of the Conference,

Dr. Rybrson, under great emotion, re 
plied to the resolution, and referred to f 
high appreciation in which he had er 
held and now holds the Methodist Cht 
of Canada, whose interests he had ere 
felt it his duty and pleasure to sustain.

The President nominated the follow 
as members of the General Confe 
Special Committee, viz.:—Drs. Rye 
Rice, Elliott, Jeffers, Williams, Pic 
and Hon. James Ferrier, L. S. Sbanni 
G. Rodgerson, W. G. Strong, his Ho 
Judge Jones and John Macdonald,
The nominations were confirmed.

It was resolved to send one represent 
tive to each of the following conferences : 
The English Wesleyan M. E. Chnrch oi 
U.S., the M. E. Church South, and the
E. Church of Canada.

The recommendation to establish 
Missionary Conference in Manitoba 
laid over for the present.

Provision was made to furnish the Preaj 
dent of the General Conference with 
assistant during tire next qnadrennium.

The Rev. Cranswick Jost read the i 
port of the Committee on the Course < 
Study, the consideration of which occu[ 
a large portion of the afternoon session.

The course of study for candidates seed
ing to enter the ministry was raised some
what beyond the previous requirement.

Kingston was selected as the plsce for 
, the next General Conference, to be held on 
the first Wednesday in September, A-U- 
1882.

The following were appointed meini 
of the Sabbath School Board RevV'-
R. Sanderson, D,D„ N. R. Will®
S. J. Hunter, Alfred Andrews, J.
D.D., and Means. J. K. Griffin. Wi 
Kennedy, D. B. Chisholm, Richard 
Johnson Harrison, and Robert Wilkes

It was resolved that in case a Do®“ 
day of thanksgiving be appointed, ah»®" I 
gregations be requested to unite in obseir-l 
mg it. In the event of none bewg *P| 
pointed and a Provincial Government ort«j 
one, then the people shonld co-operwM 
But if no such day should be app010!®,. 
then the last Thursday of Novembers»" 
be observed as a day of general thu»- 
giving in all the circuits. L

The following representatives to ss«f|

ill INTELLIGENT

The following representatives w 
churches were chosen :—British Metnoç» I 
Conference, Rev. S. Coley ; M. E. Cb I 
North, Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A ; 
Church South, Rev. H. Sprague ; > 
Church of Canada, Rev. W. S. .

After reading the minutes of this ae*W“ I 
and the benediction by the President, I 
Conference of 1878 was declared cloe®1 
11 o’clock p.m.

A quantity of steel rails, for use * 
North Hastings Railway, have am™* g 
Belleville. ..

Deep rivers move with silent 
shallow brooks are noisy. Like the ^ 
tic river moves the man with gow 
—like the brook, the man with ill ** ..j 
always hawking, puffing, Mowing, ® 
is repulsive even to hie friends, o ^ 
ness, colds, coughs, 
fluenza, asthma, bronchitis, 
complaints, may be cured with RSS) . Pectoral Balaam. For sale by all ^,eB ’ 
25c. per bottle. *

tie Re-Count in East Hast 
ings. ■

r. White Declared Elected bjj 
21 Majority.

eNSTRATION IN HOXOVK OF MESSRSJ 
BUNTING AND RYKEP.T.

Port Colborne, Sept. 24.—On the arl 
1 of the Welland train this evening, onl 

were Messrs. C. W. Bunting, J. cl 
; and James A. Miller, long and pro-f 

cheers were given by the crowds/ 
bled. An adjournment was made to] 

i Town Hall, where a temporary plat-1 
waa erected. Dr. Frank King pre-l 

, and the following addresses were! 
nted :—

, c. W. Bunting, Esq ,M.P 
Soxocasn 8m,—On behalf of the Liberal-Conser-L 
tivea of Port Colborne, we, the undersigned, have] 

nés! pleasure in extending to you a hearty welcome I 
a this your tot visit to our village since your elec-1 
, as a member of Parliament. From the day on I 

1 yen received the nomination at the Conserva-1 
Convention at Port Robinson, we had full confi-l 
s in your being able to redeem the county, be-1 
we were convinced that we had secured a can-1 
• of no ordinary ability and one well able to I 

kin the principles advocated by the I 
I - Conservativ e party. Since you have I 

nget us in _ this contest we I 
many opportunities of seeing you! 

rboth favourable and unfavourable circum-1 
jBS, and the more we have seen of you the] 
^ wp have become convinced that we have se-1 
I the very man we wanted to represent us ini 
^ent. Your genial manner has gained you many] 

among all classes of people, and we might] 
flly say even among many of those opposed I 

politically. The Conservatives, not only off 
nnty but also of the whole Province, areL 

Hy indebted to you for the efforts you have put I 
Erth through the columns of The Mail newspaper,! 

Jrhich have so materially assisted in the overthrow] 
if the Mackenzie Government.
T That you may long be spared to advocate the I 
Jause of the Liberal Conservative partv is the I 
ieartfelt wish of your supporters,
T Signed on behalf of the Conservatives of Port] 
rolborne,

FR.^NK KING, Chairman.
HARRY, BUCHNER, Secretary.

YoJ. C. Rykert, Esq., M.P 
T Honoured Sir,—In welcoming to our village our I 
lewly elected member, Mr. Bunting, it seemed a I 
ttting occasion also to express to you our congratu-1

* ms on your recent triumph in our neighbouring 1 
^_ity of Lincoln, and ask you to join with!

in the celebration of our liberation from I
* toils and tribulations imposed by a mis-1 
ned Reform Government. We have watchedl

almost single-handed struggle against] 
ation and oppression ; your manly, plucky,! 

_nng determination to demonstrate that in"a| 
_e country like our Canada, might is not necessar-l 
r right ; and now that you have fought and con-1 

% we rejoice that your fellow-citizens have sol 
___akeably shown their appreciation by electing! 

to the highest office in their gift. May you long! 
e spared-to do honour to that office and" our Do-f 
jjmen.
j Signed on behalf of the Liberal-Conservative Com-I 
littee,

FRANK KING, President.
HARRY BUCHNER, Secretary.

Both gentlemen made eloquent replies, I 
Imbodymg the various topics of interestr 
low current, and Mr. Miller followed in
Lis usual happy vein.
r If the feeling at the close of the elections! 

as favourable to our new member, in 
ems to be increasing every day, and al-1 
ady amounts to enthusiasm.
In the evening a banquet was given ini 

honour of Messrs. Bunting and Bykert. 
HALDIMAND.

day a grand demonstrati 
I made in the village of Cayuga, thsl 
nty town of Haldimand, in honour of 

Nicholas Flood Davin, the defeated Con-j 
ative candidate for the county of Hal-1 
and. At two o’clock a carriage drawn I 

j four horses drew up at the residence ofl 
fc'van Martin, Esq., whose guest Mr. Davin I 
ras, and that gentleman was called for. I 

i procession, which was then very large I 
l embraced his friends from all parts of I 

he county, was headed by the Hagers-1 
Hie-band. As the procession wound its! 
ay into the principal street a salute was! 
red. At this moment, coining over the I 
ayuga bridge, an additional contingent] 

i seen from South Cayuga, headed 1 
Cayuga band. Both bands struck i 

1 Hold the Fort for I am Coming.” 1 
tr. Bavin’s carriage neared the Agricultu-I 
1 grounds a group of ladies showered! 
nquets into his carriage. In the grounds! 

ople, amongst whom were a large! 
r of ladies, having left their teams] 

nd gathered in front of the carriage, L. H. I 
likman, Esq., the chairman, read the fol-| 
owing address :— 

fro N. F. Davin, Esquire,
I Dear Sir,—The Liberal-Conservatives of thel 
lillage of Cayuga feel that they cannot allow theL 
ate political contest to become a thing of the past! 
lithout expressing to you the feeling of gratitudef 
rhich they one and all entertain towards you, for] 
me able and untiring efforts which you, as their1 
eader, made to wrest this county from the hands c 
fs present representative.
| We feel that we cannot do you too much honour! 
[*r the determined and unselfish manner in which F 

lou endeavoured to lead to victory a party so often I 
|cfeated as the Conservative party of Haldimand;] 

lor can we sufficiently thank you for your self-sacri-f 
Ice in undértaking a task which at the outset! 

almost hopeless. But we are proud t 
îat the people of this county did respond a _ 

pbly to the good cause which you so ably advocate 
J and have recognized and appreciated the! 

quence and zeal with which you have! 
sported our cause ; and feeling as we dd 

P’-at our defeat was brought about by the improper! 
ned discreditable means’ of our opponents, we can] 
1e more highly appreciate the honourable manner] 
i which you conducted the recent campaign.

[ We cannot but rejoice, and you, we know, rejt—_ 
kith us over the great and unparalleled success ofl

* party and our good cause throughout this fa" 
minion, and had we but succeeded in redeeminc

nig County we would have been fully satisfied. S< 
htimate has been your political connection with] 
£any of us, so friendly and courteous your bear 
jo all during the late contest, that we part from • 

feelings of regret, deep and unfeigned. Wei 
it, however, that an opportunity may, ere longT 

e afforded us to triumphantly place* you at the I 
ead of the polls, as the representative of this Count] ™ 
i tire House of Commons of Canada.

I Wishing you every success and prosperity in life,] 
We have the honour to be, &c., &c., L

he Liberal-Conservative Association of the Village! 
I of Cayuga, by

L. H. AIRMAN,
Chairman.

Dated this 25th day of September, 1878.
Mr. Davin, who, on rising, was loudly I 

Iheered, said he was overwhelmed with the! 
kindness and enthusiasm which they had! 
heaped on a defeated candidate. He I 

words to express his feelings. If 
ut were wounded there was balm in the 

Impression of confidence and delicate sym-l 
‘thy to heal a thousand wounds. (Cheers.}1 
hen he saw them treat him as if he wan 

\ victorious candidate he was tempted to! 
they regarded the late rsSBe as a race c 
Asses, the rule of such a race being t 
last jackass wins. (Laughter i, 
k) tint there was perhaps a betl 
i why they thus greeted him. T

ew that he had, so far as the intellig__
ad the uncorrupt opinion of the count; 

Fere concerned, won the county. (Grea 
heering. ) He had not, throughout thd 
kmpaign, said a harsh word oiMr. Thompl 
bn, nor would he now. Had the constitu| 

Incy been fairly won he would congratulati 
TJ®1* But he-could not congratulate him 
Ren he saw the sinister influences bjl 
Jhich he was surrounded, and of which iq 
las impossible to say whether they wei 

Puppets or he was run by them- 
Queers. ) Mr. Davin then went at som<| 
P&fcb mto the features of the lata 

i so far as they bore on present! 
ation and future effort, and 

adod by pointing out the 
l . y the country fdt now that thd 

not by an incompetent maul 
a great and experienced statesman. I 
) He congratulated them that! 

_^he was defeated in a little comer oaj 
1 Pottle, his great leader and the cause] 

r? represented were triumphant along thd 
K°Jf “ne> *nd the Dominion once mord 

the sagacious and steadying hand on 
M? %cdoMld- (Loud cheers.) J 

lf**r. A. W. Thompson, the Conservative! 
,?ee tor the Local House, was then!

1 °®» *nd in the course of a brief, bul 
“nt speech, declared that he had] 
i more, and the County of HaldiJ 

learned more from Mr. Dav*
1 tr®In any man who ever entered it- 

)> and Mr. David Thompson’!
I declared that that gentlemar

aeon of his nightly cent 
i leader who had upheld \ 

i banner so bravely and i 
enly feeling—gentiem 

7 kiFvL™“ wae now freely^Cëknowle 
f nvwiftnui i —“jmnente. He (Mr. A. ’ 

soon be fighting a I
,™e Local House, and he woi™ 

10 «trnggle with all the more coni

/


