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same, and Italy must follow suit, or abdi
cate her place among the nations. Over 
extensive portions of the Continent
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WHAT IS IT f
Is there not a cause, stronger even 

than Mr. Brown’s hatred of Sir John 
Macdonald, for the malignant persist
ency with which the Glob« has dogged Sir 
Hugh Adlan in his efforts to raise capi
tal in England for the construction of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway ? If that 
gigantic undertaking was purely a matter 
for Party consideration, Mr. Brown’s 
conduct would not be a matter for sur
prise. But the Pacific Railway is a work 
of national importance beyond all the 
works ever contemplated or accomplished 
in British North America. It is not 
the property of a Party but of the peo
ple. It is not the. chef d’œuvre 
of a Parliamentary leader, but of united 
Canada as a nation—and we say, there
fore, that the man who attempts to ob
struct this, the greatest enterprise of his 
country, mutt be influenced by something 
more powerful than hate for him who 
happens to be the head of the 
Government for the time being. 
We cannot believe that Mr. Brown 
would strike a blow at Canada’s credit 
and stability merely because his success
ful rival has the confidence of the people. 
We force ourselves to assume that he 
values patriotism more than politics ; 
but we are daily confronted by the fact 
that his patriotism at this vital instance 
has been overcome, and the question logi
cally follows—if not by Party, by what !

We may fairly infer that Mr. Brown 
is considerably interested in the fortune 
of certain American railways from his 
years of persecution of the Grand Trunk 
Railway. His personal hatred of Mr. 
Brydgks could not of itself have influ
enced his inveterate .malice against our 
great thoroughfare. He has never attempt
ed to explain his Grand Trunk policy— 
if. tiie vilest and foulest calumny can be 
dignified by that name. He has gone on 
year after year blackening the road in 
the eyes of our own people, crying down 
its credit in England, alarming its share
holders by rabid attacks on the character 
of its chief officers, and in other ways 
doing his utmost to contribme to the 
misfortunes with which, ai a financial 
scheme and as a railroad, it has been 
beset His best admirer will not say 
that he pursued that course in the in
terests of Canada—for the road’s in
terests are Canada’s interests. The 
theory of those who maintain that he 
has been hired by the American lines to 
crush their formidable rival is neither in
consistent with fact, nor incompatible 
with the man’s character.

TTiw slanderous attacks on Sir Hugh 
Allan in connection with the Pacific 
Railway Loan, strongly savour of his 
Grand Trunk philippics. There is the 
same pen with the same gall, and the 
same aaimio. And singularly enough 
there are circumstances to a certain ex
tent common to both cases. The London 
echo of the Glebe is the Canadian New*, 
which is generally hostile to the Grand 
Trunk, and which, from its tone and ad
vertisements, seems to be dependent on 
Jay Cookr & Cp., of the Northern 
Pacific Railway for its existence. In 
one column it “ puffs ” the American 
road, in another it reprints one of Mr. 
Brown’s attacks on our Pacific Railway. 
It slanders the Ottawa Government on 
one page, and praises Jay Cooke & Co. 
on the other. Its mission appears to be 
the advancement of the American under
taking—which the Ghbe indirectly favours 
—the publication of. misrepresentations 
of Sir John Macdonald and his colleagues 
—copied direct from the Globe—and de
nunciation of the Canada Pacific Rail
way, also copied direct from the Globe. 
All that it knows or cares to know of Can
ada is either copied from or supplied by 
Mr. Brown’s organ. For instance, who 
but a Globe correspondent would have 
telegraphed to this Canadian News 
on the 24th ultimo that the Do
minion Government had been defeated, 
and that a crisis was imminent 1 And 
why was that story telegraphed to and circu
lated in England, but to alarm capitalists 
there against our Pacific Railway loan 1 
It is worthy of note, also, that until ‘ Mr. 
Brydgks took hold of the Grand Trunk 
and Sir Hugh Allan of the Pacific Rail
way, both enjoyed the esteem of Mr. 
Brown's journal.

What is it that thus influences the 
Globe and its adopted child in decrying 
works, the progress and prosperity of 
which are dear to every Canadian Î

NO STRIKE THIS YEAR.
During some weeks back the City of 

New York has been much troubled with 
apprehensions of a general strike, and 
apparently the belief has prevailed that a 
contest like that of last spring between 
employeiyhnd employed was all but in
evitable. The two parties respectively 
appear to have been in much doubt as to 
what each other’s intentions and powers 
of standing out might actually be. Tne 
strike of the gas-men, recently, appears 
to have had the effect of a preliminary 
trial of strength, and to have determined 
that there is to be no general strike this 
year, after alL Contests of this kind 
have this singular feature, in which they 
differ from til others, viz., that, the 
strength of either side is not indirect but 
in inverse proportion to the numbers 
which it counts. The more employers 
there are in the market seeking 
men to work* for them, the 
weaker does the employers’ side? 
become ; while, conversely, every increast 
in the number of npn seeking employ
ment weakens the position of the whole 
body. If the army of workingmen now 
employed in. New.York were suddenly 
diminished one-half, with no prospect of 
its being quickly recruited up to its old 
standard, there would be for that side an 
immediate victory. Similarly, were half 
the employers of New York to retire alto
gether from the field, and go out of busi
ness, those who remained would be 
masters of the "situation, and would have 
things all their own way. It is plain, 
therefore, that anything that checks the 
investment of capital in manufactures is 
an injury to the whole body of working
men, inasmuch as it checks to the same 
extent the demand for their labour. 
This remarkable feature in all contests 
between labour and capital should never 
be lost sight of, though we fear it tod 
frequently is, to the injury of all parties 
concerned.

The New York gas-men’s strike,"* of a 
week or two ago, failed simply because 
the gas-men, or those who are able and 
willing to become gas-men, were so strong 
in numbers that their cau^ was weak. 
It so happened that, at the very time the 
old hands turned out, there were in New 
York hundreds and thousands of others 
ready and anxious to take their places. 
These latter were for the meet part Ger
mans and Italians, who had been waiting 
the chance to exchange occasional em
ployment for a regular six days’ work 
every week. The Italians, somehow or

flyipg
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be well advised of the fact. Whatever the 
effect of tbig influx of labour may appear 
to be no*fW sure that Ü will apjijte 
much greater six months hence. So much 
for emigration from the continent of Eu
rope, and next, what are the prospecta in 
the British islands ? People here, read
ing so much of late about strikes and 
high wages there, may fancy that in the 
midst of all this, surely, no great increase 
of artisan emigration is to be looked for. 
We say at once that it is not to-be looked 
for just now, but let a turn of the present 
high tide of prosperity come, and soon 
there would be such a rush of emigrants 
to America as has not before been seen. 
That there must be a turn of the tide be
fore long is what many people who are 
or ought to be very capable of judging 
believe, and we may any day hear that it 
has actuallyarrived.

As there is to be no general strike in 
the States this year, there will be none in 
Canada either ; indeed, we belie ?e, that 
any intentions of a strike this season, if 
such were ever entertained, were aban
doned some time ago. The next move
ment-of the Trades’ Unions in Canada will 
be for wages, not for hours, se it is said. 
Building will be brisk this season,. but 
both here and in the neighbouring city of 
Hamilton, we understand, the high price 
of nails and builders’ hardware of all kinds 
is having a percepttele effect in keeping 
back the making or contracts. But mean
time thefe is a pressing demand for moi 
house-room, which must “be met, while 
the increasing demands of commerce and 
manufactures, also for churches and pub
lic buildings of various kinds, promise to 
supply abundance of work after all For 
the supply of some of these wants people 
cannot wait until nails and hardware get 
cheaper, if indeed there be any ground 
for expecting these commodities to be for 
many years much cheaper than at pre
sent. On the whole, these are “ good 
“ times” in the Dominion ; but, perhaps, 
the reflection is not out of place that it 
may be a wise plan for us all to make the 
best of them while they last.

truth of his allegations that ia to be de
cided, it is a hollow mockery to invite 
him there to plead. As for those who 

from military voted in the Martin case merely to 
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other, did not stfit the work very well, 
and a great many of them soon left it ; 
but the Germans succeeded from 
the start, and will remain at it.
The better education of the lat
ter, and the thoroughness with which 
work is done in Germany, have probably 
had much to do with this result. As 
already remarked, the failure of the gas
men’s strike appears to have demonstrat
ed, in advance of the contemplated gen
eral strike, that the army of working
men occupied a comparatively weak posi
tion,* because it was so strong in num
bers. The effect is quickly seen in the 
telegraphic despatches ftom New York, 
in which it is stated that on Friday night 
last twenty-seven delegates from various 
Trades’ Unions in the States met in 
caret session, and resolved to postpone 
any attempt to enforce the eight hour 
rule til! 1874. So there will be no gen
eral strike in the United States this year, 
though local strikes there may be in par
ticular trades. The “ Crispins” in New 
York, who have no interest in the eight 
hour movement, inasmuch as they work 
by the piece, are threatening a strike for 
higher wages, but they are likely to think 
better of it before trying the experiment.

Besides the result of the gas-m 
strike, there were other considerate 
no doubt, which assisted the Unionist 
delegates in conridg to this determination.
It was known that many extensive em
ployers of labour in New York had fully 
made up their minds, in the event of a 
general strike, to leave the city without 
delay, and to find elsewhere manufactur
ing locations that would suit them better.
There is reason to beSeve, further, that 
for eight or nine months back, there has 
been * great expansion of work done in 
the leading establishments, giving the 
appearance of a great existing demand,
promising a favourable time for the men, ------ - ...
but in reality determined upon by the are troubi 
masters for the purpose of getting stocks would do 
of finished work ahead of the demand, by absent] 

he better prepared they do n

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY 
GAUGE.

Last year the Opposition clamoured for 
the reduction of the gauge of the Inter
colonial Railway from 6 feet 6 inches to 
4 feet 8£ inches. The Government re
sisted the proposition, on the ground that 
it would be useless to make the reduction 
while the Grand Trunk Railway, with 
which it connects at Riviere du Loup, 
continued to use the wider ga^jfc 
This year the Government themselves 
propose to adopt the narrow gauge ; 
whereupon the Opposition declare :—
“ There you go again. You have stolen 
‘ ‘ another plank of our platform.” The 
accusation is simply absurd. The change 
of gauge on the Grand Trunk was a con
dition precedent of the change of gauge 
on the Intercolonial. Last year the 
Grand Trunk was wholly unable to adopt 
the 4 feet 8£ inch gauge, and it would, 
consequently, have been the height of 
foolishness on the part of the Govern
ment to have altered the gauge of the 
Intercolonial: Now, the circumstances 
are wholly changed. Mr. McEwen’s 
scheme fer the relief of the Grand 
Trunk, accepted by the sharehold
ers of that company, and assented 
to by our Parliament, embraces the 
adoption of the ' narrow gauge on that 
road. The Government’s course is there
by made clear. The guage of the Inter
colonial is to be made 4 feet Si inches, 
instead of 5 feet 6 inches.

The change will necessarily co st some
thing ; but Mr. Langevet has declared, 
on the authority of the Chief Engineer, 
that the adoption of the narrow gauge 
now, when it is possible, instead of last 
year, when it was not possible, involves 
only an extra expenditure of eight or 
nine thousand dollars. For the present, 
and until the rolling stock already order
ed has been worn out, the existing gauge 
will be maintained on the line between 
Halifax and St. John. As the Govern
ment could have no possible object in ad
hering to the broad gauge a day longer 
than was necessary, so, we are certain, it 
will get credit for having adopted the 
narrow gauge at the earliest moment that 
was possible to it.

DIVORCE.
The reference of the bill for the. relief 

of Mr. T. R. Martin to a special com 
mittee, has been carried in the Com
mons by a majority of 13. The 
bill was passed in the Senate by 
majority of 16. Last session it passed the 
Senate after a division at every stage, 
and was lost in the Commons by a vote 
of 67 to 6L It may be argued from the 
last vote that further opposition to 
the bill will be ineffectual ; but none 
the less will efforts be made to drum up 
every objector. Those who are against the 
bill may be divided into three sections : 
first, those who, actuated by conscien
tious scruples, oppose divorce under any 
circumstances ; secondly, those who deny 
Mr. Martin’s claim to relief, believing 
his ewn conduct to be not altogether 
blameless ; and thirdly, those who vote 
as they do “ to oblige Thompson.” Be
lieving that a very serious public con 
sidération underlies the facts of the 
“ Martin case,” we think our duty com
pels us to say a word on a matter else
where felt to be of so delicate a nature 
that the members of the Commons voted 
without discussion of it. In other mixed 
communities of Protestants and Catholics, 
where the proportionate numbers of each 
religions denomination are about the 
same as here, they have a Divorce Court. 
In Canada its establishment has been 
deferred simply in deference to Ca
tholic opinion on the indissoluble
ness of the marriage tie. We would 
speak with every respect of any man’s 
conscientious acting up to his religions 
belief ; but there is a practical point 
where peculiar religious observances must 
give way to the greatest convenience of 
the greatest numbers. In a Parlia
mentary sense religious dogmas are 
minima de quibus non curat lex, in a 
country where every form of religion 
is tolerated and respected. No doubt 
can exist that were a civil Court estab
lished, some Catholics would take advan
tage of it, whatever religious scruples 
might stand in the way of others resort
ing to it. All Protestants, under justify
ing circumstances, would have recourse 
to the Divorce Court ; a Court especially 
calculated to defend the weak against 
'the strong, the virtuous against the 
vicions, the true against the false, the 
victim against her cruel oppressor or a 
libidinous vagabond. Socially considered, 
the right of Divorce is the protection of 
families and the deterrent of domestic 
depravity. The barbarous punishment of 
chaining a prisoner’s body to a corpse is 
re-enacted where Divorce is not a possi
ble relief. It is liable to abuse, as ii 
every other remedial measure ; but con
sidered apart from all religions objection,
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it is the palladium of conjugal fidelity. 
If the law makes that child which is bora 
in wedlock the son of its mother’s hus
band, the law should give that husband 
every protection against the probability 
of having fathered on him the child of 
shame. If the law compels a woman to 
live with her husband, the law should to 
the utmost protect her against his cruelty 
or infidelity. Now, under the provisions 
of “ the British North America Act, 
“1867,” Marriage and Divorce are left to 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the
Federal Parliament. In view of 
the scandalous facility enjoyed by
incontinent persons for obtaining divorces 
in many States of the American Union, 
this was at first conceded by all the critics 
of our new Constitution to be a prudent 
and statesmanlike reservation. And yet 
the consequences were as easily observable 
then as now. . The sectional opposition 
from the Province of Quebec must have 
been taken into account, and seeing the 
sure result, the founders of Confedera
tion would have been justified in legislat
ing accordingly. The circumstances of 
Ontario and Quebec are with regard to 
the preponderance of religions opinion in 
the two Provinces so exceptional that it 
might well have been left to each Province 
to adopt its own course. The High 
Court of Parliament—for the trial of such 

its a burlesque of the

reetigatioain the Senate. The 
details gained objectionable _
being printed in the Minutes of------
august body, for the nonce changed into 
obscene literature that would at oooe be , 
confiscated in Holywell street under 
Lord Campbell’s AM. This one blot on 
the system in force is only one example 
of the impropriety of divorce cases being 
tried in Parliament, whence arises the con
sequently compulsory publication of the 
evidence taken by the Committee of the 
House in which the Bill originates. No 

epectable newspaper would publish 
«1er its Legal Intelligence the filthy 

details to be found in the Journals of the 
mate for last session. Nor is public 
orality advanced by thrqwing such stuff 

broadcast throughout ti>e constituencies. 
We think that everything points to the 
advisability of instituting a Divorce 
Court in Ontario. If the tentative 
experiment were found to work well, 
its operation might then be extended to 
other Provinces. The establishment 
of a Supreme Court looms in a not very 
distant future. Among the matters left 
to its jurisdiction, besides what falls with
in its appellate purview, may well be a 
subject fer dealing with which our Par
liament has Shown itself to be a most un
satisfactory arena.

PACIFIC RAILWA Y ENQUIRY.
The complaint that the Government 

are impeding the passage of the bill to 
enable the Pacific Railway Investigation 
Committee to take evidence under oath 
is wholly unfounded. At no time, ; 
in no single particular, have thè Gov< 
ment thrown any obstacle in the way of the 
progress of the bill Quite the contrary. 
It was not a member of the Government 
who raised the question in the Commons 
as to whether Parliament could confer 
upon the Committee the power which it 
asked in response to Sir John Macdon
ald’s voluntary declaration that he was 
anxious the Committee should have the 
fullest powers possible granted it. The 
question is an important one ; and it was 
desirable that it should be fully discussed. 
Mr. Hill yard CaIcxrow having had 
charge of the bill in the Commons, and 
not a member of the Government, the 
Postmaster-General expressed a desire, 
when the bill went to the Senate, that a 
private member should take it in charge 
there ; but as it seemed to be the opinion 
of his fellow-members that he should father 
the bill in that House, Mr. Campbell 
cheerfully accepted the responsibility. 
So anxious was he to proceed, that he 
moved the second reading of the bill be
fore it had been printed in French. A 
Quebec Senator having objected to pro
ceeding under these circumstances, it was 
lifa possible to go on. The Senate, the re
vising body in our legislative system, is 
not to be censured for moving cautiously 
when an innovation is proposed. But 
should there be a doubt as to the pro
priety of tiie course taken in this parti
cular instance, it is wholly outside of 
the truth to say that the Government 
have delayed the bill passing into law.

In any case the investigation has not 
been delayed by the slight opposition 
raised in the Senate. The Committee 
met towards the close of last week, and 
so far anticipated the action of Parlia
ment as to order the appearance of sever
al witnesses before it. A few days de
lay is a small matter in an investigation 
to which so much importance is attached 
by the Opposition, and respecting which 
their conduct has been marked by so 
much indecency. In the words used by 
the Postmaster-General, we say :—“ The 
“ Government had no desire but to ad- 
“ vance the bill and the enquiry, as was 
“ shown by their action in the other

House, and he was sure those who felt 
“ so much interest in the matter would be

fully satisfied, by the result of the en
quiry, that the Government had. no
reason to obstruct it.”

MR. E. B. WOOD AND THE CANA
DIAN PACIFIC RAILWA Y.

We hasten to do Mr. E. B. Wood 
act of justice. Quite unintentionally we 
put him down Monday as having voted 
for Mr. Tremblay’s amendment to Sir 
George Cartier’s resolution. This was 
a mistake. This amendment was so gene
rally regarded at the time as a buncombe 
one that only 11 members out of 117 
voted in favour of it All the members 
of the Government voted against it. Here 
is the record, &§d it fully proves whst 
Sir John Macdonald asserted, that Mr. 
Wood voted in favour of the construc
tion of the road by private companies, 
aided by grants of -land.

On the 11th April, 1872, the House 
went into Committee on the following re-

“ That the railway referred to in the Ad
dress of Her Majesty concerning the Union 
of British Colombia with Canada, adopted 
by this House on Saturday, the let April 
instant,.should be constructed and worked 
by private enterprise, and not by the Do
minion Government; and that the public aid 
to be given to secure that undertaking should 
consist of such liberal grants of 
and such subsidy in money, or 
aid, not increasing the present rate of tax
ation, as the Parliament of Canada shall 
hereafter determine.”

Mr. Scatcherd reported the resolution 
from the Committee. Sir George Car- 
tier moved that the resolution be now 
read a second time. In amendment to 
this motion Mr. Dorion moved, second
ed by Mr. Holton :—That all the 
words after “now” to the end of the 
question be left out, and the words “re
committed to a Committee of the 
“ Whole House, with a view to amend 
“ the same, by adding thereto the words 
“ ‘ and not otherwise ; and that an 
“ ‘ humble address, embodying this reso- 
“ ‘ lution, be presented to Her Majesty, 
“ ‘ praying that she may be pleased to 
“ ‘ consider said Address as part of the 
“ ‘one voted by this House, on the. 1st 
“ ‘ April inst., and the above resolution 
“ ‘as one of the conditions to be inoor- 
“ ‘ porated in any Order in Council, for 
“ ‘ the admission of British Columbia 
“ ‘into the Dominion of Canada, under 
“ ‘the provisions of the British North 
“ ‘ America Act, 1867,’ ” inserted instead 
thereof.

It will be seen that this amendment 
did sot attack Sir George Cartier’s 
motion in any particular whatever, ; but, 
on the contrary, affirmed it. It affirmed 
“ that the road should be constructed 
“ and worked by private enterprise,” 
and “ not otherwise that the public 
aid to the road should be in the shape of 
“ liberal grants of land” and money, and 
“ not otherwise.” The object of the 
amendment was to make the conditions in 
the Government resolution part of the 
Order in Council admitting British 
Columbia into the Union. The condi
tions themselves were accepted.

For this resolution Mr. E. B. Wood 
voted ; thus affirming, what we have al
ready stated, that he favoured building 
the road by private enterprise, and by 
“ liberal grants of land."

SOUTH BRANT.
The election in South Brant ter-, 

minated as favourably as could reason
ably be expected. This Riding has al
ways been claimed as a Grit constituency, 
Mr. E. B. Wood having been returned 
on his first candidature by a majority of 
over 600, and Mr. Paterson having re
cently succeeded in obtaining 272 votes 
more than Sir Francis Hincks. On 
Friday last the Grit organ ii  ̂Brantford 
asserted that the majority obtained by 
Mr. Wood was the true index of the 
strength of the Reform Party in South 
Brant, and it would be satisfied with no 
smaller figure for Mr. Hardy. On 
Saturday, when a fuller return of the 
canvass indicated a greater change in 
public sentiment than. it calculated on, 
the Expositor insisted that the majority 
obtained by Mr. Paterson ought at 
least to be reached by Mr. Hardy in 
the present contest. But the election is 
over, and Mr. Hardy, after the most un
tiring and indefatigable exertions on his 
behalf by his Grit friends throughout the 
Riding, has been returned by the com
paratively small majority of 140.

The result, although not all that could

unity and influence of the Union Party 
in South Brant, and if Mr. Hawkins 
should again offer as a candidate at the 
qext General Election for the Législature, 
* * * * untiring exertions in this

his Party to victory will 
~ The Ontario Govem- 

nned. Mr. 
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hem, and there ia a decrease of fifty per 
cant, in the Grit maj-"- ’__ ____Jeiai<nity in every poll- 
ingnlace in the Riding.
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AN APPLICANT FOR OFFICE. 
The following letters, duly authenti

cated, need no explanation
“ 98 Bond Street, April 16, 1873.

“ To the Editor of the Sun.
“ Sir,—I beg to hand you a copy of » 

letter sent to Hon. A. McKellar a few <Uys 
•go, and to which I have received no reply.

“ The Hon. Arohey must be totally blind 
to my merits, when he treats my application 
with silent contempt

“ Can you suggest any means by wl 
he is to be successfully approached on 
Emigration Question ?

“ Yours truly,
“ GEORGE ALBERT MASON,

“ Whiskey Informer.1

“ Hon. Archibald McKellar, M.P.P.:
“Sib,—I have the honour to apply.for 

the position of Emigration Agent to Eng
land, and base my claim on my particular 
qualifications for this office.

“ I have lately been released from the 
Penitentiary, where I was recently incarcer
ated for felony. I have also several times 
been convicted for perjury; drunkenness is 
quite a favourite pastime to me; and swear
ing is my particular fonte. To sum the rest 
of my numerous virtues would take up too 
much of my own time, as well as yours, and 
therefore I will conclude with'my final, and 
I think most effective act, which was the in- 
discriminate slaughter of all the licensed and 
unlicensed liquor sellers in tiie West End 
who voted for the Conservative ticket, and 
which has made them good Reformers 
against their will

“If you give me the appointment (ae I don’t 
at all doubt you will), I shall have a very 
fair opportunity of committing a forgery in 
the old dart, which will qualify me for a 
member of the Local Legislature, as I do 
not doubt that my merit will be properly 
appreciated by the voters ef this city.

“ In the course of time, I should success
fully aspire to the position of Treasurer of 
Ontario, and finally end my noble career, be- 
loved and respected by all true blooded

add iron suggest doubts whether the 
peritv of recent years can possibly be 
muea unShr each conditions, and, 
ite of heavy orders received ia the 
dus iron and metal trades, the future 

does not inspire confidence. If all goes 
well with trade until the elections are 
over, the Gladstone Ministry may be as 
strong in the new fiduee aa in the ojd, 
with their followers, too, more ammahïa' 
to authority. But if, as is not unlikely, 
there should come a revulsion or even a 
well-marked alack season in buah&as be
fore the elections, the Opposition would 
gain many seats in consequence ; and on 
ihe oeuree of trade during the next six 
or twelve months the fates and fortunes 
of both Ministry and Opposition may 
largely depend. ^ ^

GLORYING IN HIS SHAJUL^ 
The selection of Mr. E. B. Wood by 

the Grit Party to represent West Dur- 
i was an acknowledgment to the 

world that good political material was a 
ce commodity in that Party’s ranks. 

Having secured a part of his price, to 
wit :—a seat in the Commons, a large sum 
of money for helping Mr. Mowat out of 
his Municipal Loan Fund muddle, the 
promise of a trip to England, and a lien 

lequent upon the $10,000 voted for 
this trip, Mr. Wood finds it in his brief 
that he must assail the Dominion Gov- 

nent on every possible occasion. It 
is unfortunate f# himself that he cannot 
do this without becoming the laughing
stock of the House. His glaring moon- 

nicies in the Local Legislature were 
made apparent a hundred times during 

recent session. He is endeavouring 
tain tain his reputation in the Com- 
is. The other night he denounced 

the Pacific Railway, and said it ought to 
be built by commission o la the Inter
colonial Railway. Sir John Macdonald 
read from the journals to show that Mr. 
Wood had voted quite the reverse when 
in Parliament before. “ Oh, but,” said 
he, “ I didn’t vote for a large land grant 
“to the railway.” Sir John again 
turned to the journals, and in this par
ticular, too, pointed to the miser
able man’s inconsistent course. But E. 
B. Wood, we are well aware, cares not 

nap tor this. He denounced Mr. 
Scott’s land Sale, and then supported 
it—for money. He does not seem to re
member from one day to another which 
coarse he has taken upon any public 
question, or if he does remember he 
turns his coat as easily aa he walks 
across the floor of the House. Such a 
man is really beneath contempt.

. If the Roman Catholics bf New 
iok are really aggrieved by the 

legislation of their own local Parliament, 
they will have to seek for relief within 
rather than from without their Province.

THE INSOLVENCY LAW.
The Insolvency Act now on the statute 

book expires this year. Sir John Mac
donald stated in the House on Saturday 
the oouree which he proposes to take.. He 
intends to call the attention of the Com- 
m ttee of the House oh Expiring E 
to-the fact ; and if they decide . to bring 
in a bill to extend the operations of the 
Act over another year, and the bill is 
passed, the Government, will take steps 

_ thereoiss to prepare a meaet 
which they will submit to Parjiam 

session. It will be remembe 
that last session the House of Commons 
voted in favour of the repeal of the pre
sent law ; and that the law was saved 
only by the timely interference of the 
Senate. The present House of Commons 
may not be of the same opinion as its 
predecessor. We hope’the course pointed 
out by Sir John Macdonald will be 
taken, and that the Act will not be 
allowed to expire by efflux of time. We 
think it would be exceedingly unfortu
nate if the country were to be’without an 
insolvency law for a year ; though, as the 
subject is a difficult one to deal with, full 
time to mature a good bill should be 
taken. Thé proper step now is the ex
tension of the operations of the Act over 
another twelvemonth.

OUR MARINE AND FISHERIES. 
The report of the Minister of Marine 

and Fisheries for 1872 contains a mass of 
most interesting information, well c< 
piled, succinctly given and skilfully col- 

The actual value of the fishery 
yield for 1872 in Ontario, Quebec, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia was $9,670, 
116, showing an increase of upwards of 33 
per cent* in two years. The following 
are the figures :—

Nova Scotia. .

with grain, and a portion of the crews paid 
tiie farther penalty of their lives, and the 
owners and underwriters also incurred the 
loss of their property. It is my intention 
to recommend at the next session of Parlia
ment, that the law in this matter bo so 
amended that grain-laden vessels in the 
8L Lawrence be not . allowed to dear at 
the Custom House until they have received 
a proper certificate as to their seaworthiness 
from the Port Warden, and to increase the 
penalty for sailing without such certificate. 
In the ease of timber laden vessels carrying 
deck-loads from Canada to Europe during 
the faff of 1872, there has also been great 
loea or fife and property, and it is my in 

loe to recommend that at the eneuiiq. 
Ion of Parliament some provision be 
e to prevent timber-laden vessels from 

carrying between the let October and the 
16th of March excessive deck-loads "
Canada to Europe, which experience__
shown to bo attended with greet danger 

i to life and property. It has 
i argued on the part ef some ship- 
era that this is a question which 

should be left entirely between the ship
owner, the owner of the cargo, and the un
derwriter* ; but in this view I cannot agree, 
as in my opinion there is a heavy response 
bility resting on the Government in this mat
ter, and that it is their duty to see that the 
lives of the crews are sufficiently protected, 
for it is generally acknowledged all over the 

rid that a sailor, though indispensable to 
trade and commerce, is generally a helpless 
creature in the matter of self-protection, and 
that it is the duty of the State to watch over 
and protect his interests, and, as far as pos
sible, prevent him from being imposed on, or 

’ ed in unnecessary danger. I am of opin- 
that some provision should be made to 

prevent vessels engaged in the timber trade 
of Iforth America from carrying square tim
ber of any kind on deck during the winter 
months, and only a limited quantity of deals 
or other sawn timber on deck, say to the ex
tent of three feet in height. In tiie event of 
a vessel thus moderately laden getting into 
difficulty by stress of weather oc otherwise, 
there would be no difficulty in her getting 
clear of her deck load, without the danger of 
it breaking loose and destroying her rigging, 
which has not been an uncommon occurrence 
with vessels heavily laden with ^square tim
ber or large rough spars.

“The number of casualties to sea-going ves
sels during 1872, as appears by tee wreck 
returns, was 221, of which 
and barks, 40 were ‘duTw

Codfish, qtla..............  525,249
Mackerel, brla.........  115,833
Herring, brls...........  170,657
Salmon, brls.............  6,677
Other fish and fish oils ...........

“ Awaiting your favourable answer,

“ Your obedient servant,
“ GEORGE ALBERT MASON,

“ Gov’t Whiskey Informer. 
“ Toronto, April 11th, 1873.”

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 
There is a very general impression in 

well-informed public circles that the de
feat of the. Haythorne-Laird Govern
ment is not to be regarded as tantamount 
to the postponement for any lengthened 

of the union of Prince Edward 
Island with the Dominion. The Lieuten 
ant-Govemor, in opening the Legisla
ture since the formation of the new Gov
ernment, used these words in reference 
to Confederation :—“ Having dissolved 

the late House of Assembly in order 
that this important question might be 
submitted to the people at the polls, I 
now invite you to bestow upon it your 
careful and anxious consideration, ex
pressing to you the earnest hope of the 
Imperial Government that Prince Ed
ward Island will not lose this oppor
tunity of union with her sister provin
ces. In commending the public inter
ests to your care at a time when ques- 

“tions of the gravest importance await 
“ the consideration of the Legislature, I 
* fervently pray that, grateful for the 
numerous blessings which have been 
bestowed upon us during the 

“past year, youf deliberations 
‘ ‘ this occasion may conduce to the honour 
“ of the crown, the happiness of the 
“ people, and the social and material ad
vancement of all classes of the com- 
“ munity.” The Imperial Government 
has so frequently urged the question of 
Union upon the Island Government, that 
we are not left in uncertainty as to the 
desire of the Home Cabinet. We may 
well doubt, however, that in a Colony to 
which Responsible Government has been 
granted, the Lieutenant-Governor would 
use the words we have quoted, unless at 
the instance of his advisers responsible to 

i in Par lia

THE INDIANS IN THE NORTH
WEST.

The Associated Press telegrams bring 
us intelligence from For^Garry of a some
what alarming character. The story is, 
that American and Blackfeet Indians 
have met, not in friendly council, but in 
warlike conflict, on the Canada aide of the 
line, and that a considerable number of 
them have been killed. It is further 
stated that the American Indiana 
have crossed at other places west 
of Manitoba to the number of seven 

eight thousand, and that their 
presence is much feared in the 
Prairie Province and the more westerly 
settlements. It would not be correct to 
say that these hostile incursions of the 
American tribes were not feared ; they 
have been regarded as not at all impro
bable for some time back. As, however, 
our own “special” from Fort Garry 
makes no mention of any of the circum
stances rela ed in the Associated Press 
telegram, we may indulge the hope that 
the reports are greatly exaggerated if not 
wholly untrue. If they are true, active 
measures will need to be instituted at 
once by cur Government, and the immediate 
friendly interference of the Washington 
Cabinet demanded.

Codfish, qtls..............
Mackerel, brls..........
Herring, brls.............
Salmon, brls..............
Other fish and fish oils

217,741
1,759

29,069
4,050

1,624,894
682,628
144,078

1,332,927

sëToïëito
911,845

17,590
87,206
64,800

238,748

the probable lose may be estimated at about 
the sum of $2,083,974. The number of 
casualties to lake and inland vessels during 
last season, so far as is known to the Depart
ment, was 69, of which 21 were steamers, 36 
were schooners, 6 were brigantines and 
barquantines, and 6 barges, and the esti
mated lose about $423,364. The number of 
livçe lost, as appears by the returns, was 
237, but there is no doubt it was much larger

New Brunswick.
Codfish, qtls.............. 81,420
Mackerel, brls.......... 2,217
Herring, brls............. 124,157
Salmon, brls.. ........ 8,000
Other fish and fish oils ...........

Ontario. 
Whitefish, brls
Treat, brls..............
Herring, brls........
Other fish, brls..

17,490
7,586
6,974
4,466

cases—simply presents a burlesque of 
accepted functions of either judge 
jury : neither the ruling of the one nor 
the verdict of the other being properly 
governable by peculiar religious dogmas, 
and still less by a wish “ to oblige Thomp- 
“ son.” So long as the Legislature is 
the only tribunal for the trial of divorce 

is, we think that those members who 
troubled with scruples of conscience 

all that can be required of them 
ing themselves from a vote, which 
ot profess to give on evidence

____ i to the particular case, but on a
general principle incompatible with the 
notion of divorce. And yet that the 
plaintiff has a standing in the Court, and 
is there to have his case tried on the 
merits, is unquestionably to be inferred 
fr m the Court being open to him. If 
Divorce be not obtainable on the mérita 
ef his case, that is to say, if it be tiie 

of the Court atid not tiie

be wished, is emiribntly encouraging to 
the Party of Union and Progress in 
South Brant, and we are sure that it will 
be so regarded throughout the country.
The most dishonourable means were re
sorted to to secure Mr. Hawkins’ defeat.
Large manufacturers shamelessly coerced 
their employes. Mr. Wells, M. P. P., 
was in Brantford all day Monday pre
senting forcible arguments to the electors ; 
and in Burford open corruption was prac
tised. The supporters of the Catholic 
League will also do well to bear in mind 
that (he fact that Mr. Hawkins was an 
adherent of their creed was used freely 
by the Grits aa their best argument 
against him in the contest. The Oiflngé 
body, with a few insignificant exceptions, 
supported him most cordially, and but 
for the diversion effected in Mr. Hardy’s during the /ear, 
favour by the “No Popery” cry, Mr. national prosper 
Hawkins* return by a respectable ma
jority wae certain.

It is satisfactory to note the growing

the people’s representatives in 
assembled. Besides, local questions, it is 
generally admitted, entered largely into 
the issues recently passed upon at the 
Prince Edward Island polls. Having 
secured the defeat of those who are his 
natural political opponents in the Island, 
and who not very long ago de
feated his own Government, Mr. Pope 
may now be prepared to accept the liberal 
terms offered by the Dominion Cabinet. 
We look upon the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
words atohe opening of the House as a 
strong indication of the pro-union sym
pathies of the present Government, and 
look forward with much hope to the 
speedy realization of a further extension 
of the bounds of the Dominion.- The 
“manifest destiny” of British North 
America is certain. Such a check as has 
been experienced in Prince Edward Is
land is only for a time. She will hold 
out her hand soon ; Newfoundland will 
early thereafter follow in her course, and 
then the Union will be complete.

THE GLADSTONE MINISTRY.
When the recent Imperial Cabinet 

crisis ended with the return of Mr. Glad 
stone and his colleagues to power, the 
opinion appeared to prevail that a sub
stantial success had been achieved on 
their side, with something like a corres
ponding failure on the part of their oppo
nents. The latter had, by declining to 
take office, made confession that they did 
not feel strong enough to govern the 
country, and the recovery of the former, 
so quickly following their fall, seemed to 
leave them as strong as before. This im
pression of strength on one side, and 
of weakness on the other, does not, 
however, gain as tinte progresses, 
and it is becoming evident that 
the Premier has sustained severe in
juries in the tumble, even should 
Punch's comfortable assurance of “no 
“ bones broken” be correct. With him
self and his Chancellor of the Exchequer 
both desirous of applying a few millions 
to the reduction of the national debt, it 
has been found necessary to bid for sup
port by taking a penny .off the income tax 
instead, and by proposing a reduction of 
the sugar duties. What is called an 
“election budget” has been deemed safer, 
under present circumstances, than one 
based upon a principle which tee Premier 
is known to be strongly in favour of. 
After all, it is a “ prosperity budget” 
too, and the people are expected to con
tinue their trust in Mr. Gladstone and 
Mr. Lows, as the greatest and wisest 
of national financiers, chiefly for tee 
reason that they themselves drank 
last year more spirits and beer than 
ever before in the same space of time, 
paying so much the more to the Treasury. 
Such prosperity as this scarcely seems to 
be of a kind that will bear critical exami
nation, and never were the British people 
more puzzled to decide what prosperity 
really is. The disappointment felt by 
friends of Earl Derby and Mr. Disraeli 
because neither of them saw fit to risk 
the acceptance of office, is rapidly being 
replaced by a conviction that the course 
taken by the Conservative leaders was 
pre-eminently a wise one. Awaiting the 
coming appeal to the country, they really 
make a far more imposing display as 
the chiefs of a respectable Opposition 
which is certainly gaining in numbers 
and influence, than they would have done 
as managers of a weak Government and 
a hostile House. And, apparently, the 
longer the appeal to the country is delay
ed, the better will it be for them and the 
worse for the Liberals. Mr. Gladstone, 
we doubt not, would willingly dissolve 
the House at the earliest possible day, 
but the House is determinedly opposed 
to its own dissolution, for reasons which 
do not seem to tell in favour of represen
tative institutions. In fclain terms, it 
costs the British member of Parliament 
so much money to get himself elected, 
that, once in the House, he desires that 
the formality of appealing!*» his consti
tuents for re-election should be resorted 
to as seldom as possible. He is sure, 
therefore, to regard with no pleasant feel
ings the Minister who sends him to his 
constituents this year, when the expensive 
ordeal might have been deferred until the 
next. Not, perhaps, since the time of the 
old Reform Bill, or the Repeal of the 
Corn Laws, has there been ah occasion on 
which the dissolution of the House was 
more clearly dictated by all the circum
stances of the case, than at present. 
But the strong disinclination which hon
ourable members have to sacrifice them
selves for tiie good of the country stands 
in the way, and the Minister fears to pro
voke their resentment

The popularity of the Government will 
be greatly affected by the course of trade 

*, it being the case that 
„ . , „ rity brings strength to the 

Government, while an unfavourable out
look has the reverse effect In this re
spect the continued high prices of coal

BUFFALO ALARMED.
The prosperous and enterprising city of 

Buffalo has declared war, not against the 
law of gravitation, though that would 
have been almost as sensible a proceed
ing, but against the navigation of the St 
Lawrence. With a little artificial assist
ance, on the comparatively few miles 
where such assistance is required, the St.
Lawrence will, we think, carry the day.
Put three hundred miles of open lake and 
river against the same length of “ ditch” 
and the contest, we venture to say, should 
not long be doubtful The immediate 
occasion of a public meeting in Buffalo 
last week, held in the Council Chamber, 
with prominent citizens present in force, 
was the probable passage of the Caughna- 
waga and Champlain Canal scheme at 
Albany, to which the city of thirty eleva
tors is resolutely opposed. So much op
posed, in fact, is Buffalo to the Caughna- 
waga Canal scheme that, for the 
first . time in her- history, we 
believe she offers to join hands with 
Oswego, and to combine efforts to defeat 
the retentions of Nature. Sir William 
Logan tells us, in the “Geology of Can- 
“ ada,” that the Hudson and Richelieu 
rivers, the former flowing south and the 
latter north, have their valleys in one

rt depression, stretching from Lake 
Peter toNew York, and a similar de
pression, though on a far larger scale, is 

found between the Gulf of Mexico and 
Hudson’s Bay ; the valleys of the Missis
sippi and of the Red River being the 
Bontinuationa in the two directions re- 
cpectively. The Richelieu river valleys 
conveniently reached from Caughnawaga, 
will some of these days be connected with 
the Hudson, though it may be a question 
worth considering whether Canadian turning consii 
money should be spent dn an enterprise tario, from th 
which our neighbours will have to take 
up for their own accommodation. Perhaps 
the alarm now being manifested in Buf
falo is the best confession of the natural 
advantages of the Champlain route that 
has yet appeared. The explanation of 
Buffalo opposition to it, we take to be 
t.hiw) viz :—that it would transfer the 
business of supplying food products for 
New England to Canadian instead of Am' 
erican operators.

Some American writers, patriotically 
engaged in whistling to keep up their 
own courage, nave of late been giving 
confident re-assertion to the old story 
that produce coming from the West 
must take the same line of travel that is 
taken by bank drafts coming from 
the East, and that New York, 
through advancing the funds, must 
keep control of the movement of 
produce to the seaboard, which 
has a certain amount of truth in it, no 
doubt, but it happens to be true, at the 
same time, that Montreal and Toronto are 
every year taking more of a “ hand ” in 
the business. Two of our Canadian banks 
are nwng their funds largely for the ac
commodation of business in New York, 
doubtless with handsome profits to them
selves, but such a plethora, as we may 
call it, of banking capital here argues that 
surely sufficient capital for the expansion 
of western trade in Canadian hands should 
be available. Bank managers and direc
tors, we know, are not to be dictated to, 
but perhaps a friendly suggestion as to 
what is best for our own country at any

$1,320,189

346,035 
32,728 

496,628 
207,767 
882,301

$1,965,459

143,520 
60,688 
41,844 
21,581

$267,633

$9,570,116
OYSTER CULTIVATION 

On the interesting subject of oysters, 
the report speaks as follows :—

“Oysters, to the value of $96,000 are 
yearly imported into Canada from the United 
States ; the bulk of which importation is 
in kegs and cans, probably mere ‘eulls.’or 
a small proportion of prime oysters mixed 
with others of an inferior quality. Only 
about $43,000 worth are annually produced 
in. the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, nine-tenths of which are taken 
in the last named Province. These are dis
posed of in the shell at home market*. 
About $140,000 worth of oysters are thus 
shown to be consumed in Canada ; but less 
than one-third of which supply is from native 
sources. There is no sufficient reason why 
the demand for oysters throughout the 
Dominion of Canada should not be supplied 
by our own people. When the Intercolo
nial Railway is completed, the inland mar- 
kets, now supplied by American dealers, 
will be easily accessible. The domestic 
consumption would no doubt be increased 
if the article was produced and sup
plied within our own resources. The 
oyster grounds on the Canadian coast 
are very extensive, and are aituatec 
localities admirably adapted for the growth 
and nutrition of oysters. We have already 
remnants of a stock which, for delicacy, of 
flavour and sntritive properties, is not ex
celled by the choicest species grown and 
caught en the United States coasts. Along 
the whole tidal shores of New Brunswick 
oysters of the finest description might be 
raised in enormous quantities, if the natural 
facilities for their culture were enhanced by 
artificial aide. When it is considered that 
the mother oyster yields nearly 3,000,000 
of spat at every spawning, some slight con
ception may be formed of the probable . _ 
turn from any careful system of oyster culti

“ The American oyster trade exceeds 
value that of nil the other United States 
fisheries pnt together. An almost incredible 
amount of capital is embarked in it In Bal 
timoré, the amount is computed at sixteen 
millions of dollars. The entire industry 
produces annually about $23,000,000; nearly 
three-fold the valued produce of the oyster 
fisheries of Great Britain. This high state 
of productiveness has been attained only by 
economic use of existing oyster fields, ac
companied by careful and intelligent cnlti 
vation, after the area of oyster shores had 
been apportioned among private individuals 
and regularly farmed. Similar results 
might be attaindtkby like means, adapted to, 
the oyster fishery on the shores of the Mari
time Provinces.

„ MR. WILMOT’S OPERATIONS.
“After distributing a large part of last year's 

hatch of salmon fry in different streams, and 
le numbers into Lake On- 

the Government fish-breedine es
tablishment at Newcastle, Ontario, about 
two millions of fish eggs, from salmon, sal
mon-trout, white-fish and brook-trout were 
gathered during the autumn, and deposited 
in the hatching-troughs by Mr. Wilmot. At 
present, it is computed that salmon-fry to 
the number of 350,000 will be safely hatched 
out this spring, besides about three-quarters 
of a million of other fish. These will be dis
tributed daring the spring and summt 
months in various places, which have been 
selected as suitable for their reception.

“Adult salmon, which are undoubtedly the 
produce of Mr. Wilmot’s operations in fish- 
culture, are now found m nearly all the 
streams between the Bay of Quinte and the 
month of the Niagara river. Many of these 
streams were last autumn literally crowded 
with breeding fish.

'* AREA OF CANADIAN WATERS.
“ It is computed by the Census Branch of 

the Department of Agriculture that the total 
acreage of the inland waters of Ontario 
amounts to 3,881,729 acres ; those of Que
bec, 3,728,176 acres ; those of New Bruns
wick, 98,870 acres ; and those of Nova Scotia 
525,600 acres. These returns compute the 
lineal extent of sea coast, not calculating 
indentations of the land, at 1,164 statute 
miles for Quebec ; at 545 statute miles for 
New Brunswick ; and at 1,170 statute miles 
for Nova Scotia ; total 2,879 statute miles. 
Also ‘ The extent of the marine league of 
maritime jurisdiction and the exclusive right 

'to sea fishing grounds which follows it, 
covers (save what may be conceded by 
treaties) consequently an area of about 
9,947 square statute miles or 25,761 square 
kilometres.’ The aggregate area of the 
Canadian portion oi those large fresh 
water seas called Lake Ontario, Erie, Huron 
and Superior, divided by the boundary 
line between Canada and the .United 
States, and of that immense sheet 
of salt water surrounded by British ter
ritory forming the month of the river St. 
Lawrence and its Gulf, as also of the Baie 
dee Chaleurs and the Bay of Fundy, is given 
in detail as follows The area of the Cana
dian part (Ontario) of the frontier waters of 
the St. Ls wren ce and its great lakes may be 
estimated at 27,094 square statute miles, or 
70,171 square kilometres. The area of the 
mouth of the St. Lawrence, from Point des 
Monts to Anticosti, is about equal to 9,201 
square miles, or 23,830 square kilometres. 
The total area of the Gulf, washing the 
shores of tee Provinces of Quebec, New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 
Prince Edward Island, and the small French 
colony of Miquelon, may be computed at 
78,300 square miles, or 202,789 square kilo
metres. The area of the Baie des Chaleurs, 
between the Provinces of Quebec and New 
Brunswick, is equal to 1,923 square statute 
miles, or 4,980 kilometres. The area of the 
Bay of Fundy, between the Provinces of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, is equal to 
5,403 square miles, or 13,994 square kilo-

“ WRECKS.
“The number of wrecks which have occur

red on the shores of Canada, and to Canadian 
vessels abroad during the year 1872, has been 
very large, more particularly daring the lat- 
ter part ef tye year, when the gales on the 
Atlantic have been unusually severe.

“The loss of life and property among vessels 
, . . . . —Trying cargoes from the St. ’

of Justice, sofar as appears from the papêrs the United Kingdom has been very greet 
before u. Whatever may have been the during the latter part of the year, and tin

CONFIDENT TO THE LAST.

The present session at Ottawa opened 
with the Grits bright and cheery, and it 
is closing with “Reform” double-dis- 

The respiration of the love 
feast on the 8th January last, added to 
the influence of the “ great moral” and 
other victories achieved last summer, had 
culminated in a mania for swearing that 
the Cabinet Ministers were “ thirteen 
‘shivering rats,” awaiting vivisection at 

the hands of the “ Reform” leaders. But 
as Mr. E. B. Wood, in the fullness of 
his religious fervour, would remark,

: Thou mayest not consume them" at 
once, for they shall rule the land yet 

1 seventy weeks of years.” The news para
graphs detailing the departure of minor 
Grits from Ottawa tell the tale that for 
“ shivering rata” those thirteen showed 
magnificent fight. Mr. Mackenzie’s 
coup has not yet been accomplished. Mr. 
Blake’s strategy has been too complex 
for outside understanding. And the 
destroying thunderbolt that was to have 
been hurled from the Printing and Pub
lishing firm down the street to the utter 
wreck of the “ rats’ ” anatomy is still un
forged. East and west are to be seen 
petty Grit chieftains returning from the 
funeral of their hopes at Ottawa, sloping 
homeward for yet another decade of as
sessment roll stuffing. And it is a maxim, 
and a maxim true, that the average Grit 
is not filled with sickness so long as there 
is thefaintest shadow of a gleam of success. 
We venture to say, that the projector of an
other “ Reform” Feast of Lamps at this 
particular juncture would not sell five- 
and-twenty tickets. The clans can grow 
fat on and be truly thankful for very 
small comforts—but they will never be 
found spending money to drink to ' the 
health of the blackness of Despair.

But there are two Grits who still be
lieve that the “ rats ” must soon succumb 
to the “ great moral ” victories of “ Re- 

fora!,’’ to wit : Mr. Thomas Hodoins 
and Mr. William Robinson. The editor 
of a small western sheet issues a bulletin 
to the effect that latest advices state that 
the former “ is imbued with a strong be- 
“ lief in a speedy Reform victory at Ot- 
“tawa,” and Mr. William Robinson 
whistles like a sandpiper late and early 
around his own home circuit. The faith
ful, however, should not attach undue 
weight to the strong belief of Thomas and 
Vel< * * —

time, and for our banks themselves in the 
long run, might be accepted. We all 
know that Hercules refused to help the 
waggoner at a certain pinch, and the 
wisdom of the lesson taught by the demi
god of the olden time is generally affirmed. 
Yet it may be permitted us to vary the 
old moral, by adding that if Hercules 
had been kind enough to put his own 
powerful shoulder to one wheel, the sight 
itself would most probably have aroused 
the waggoner to almost si^perhuman efforts 
at the other. And our present moral 
is, that when Hercules, in the form of 
the Dominion Government, comes down 
to improve the Canadian canal system, 
our banks and our merchants should, on 
their part, be making preparations for 
turning the assistance from at 
good account.

THE NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOL 
QUESTION.

The following is the opinion of the 
law officers of the Crown in England on 
the School Law passed in 1871 by the 
Legislature of New Brunswick, and with 
which Sir John Macdonald derided he 
had no power to interfere under the pro

ions of the British North America

We report that we agree substantially 
with the opinion expressed by the Minister

the lovely confidence of William. When 
we say that Thomas has for years fully 
believed that there was genius in himself, 
the world will understand that he is a 
statesman of most sanguine temperament. 
And when it is borne in mind, also, that 
at the present moment William is sorely 
divided between his political attachment 
to Messrs. Sdorr, Fraser, John O’Dono- 
hoe and Jeremiah Murphy, and his re
gard, as a son of Nassau, for tiie bill to 
incorporate the Loyal Orange Association 
of Eastern Ontario, it. will be seen that he 
is in no fit mood to prophecy.

In alj this mass of hopelessness the good 
Grit who reads the Globe will find a sort 
of sheet anchor in the following deduc
tion, which is all that remains to the 
Party : 11 If twenty members had voted 
“ the other way, or if forty Ministerial- 
“ ists had been absent from the division 
“itis evident that there would have’ 
“ been a very different tale to telL”

INCREASE IN TIMBER DUBS.
In the debate on the Lake Huron sale 

on the 13th February, Mr. Scott an
nounced that he intended to increase the 
Crown dues oü square timber in the 
Ottawa district. The following circular 
is now being sent from the Department 
to all the timber licentiates throughout 
the country :—

“ The Department of Crown Lands, hav- 
ing under consideration the expediency of 
increasing the Crown dues on square pine 
timber, and cedar, to be cut or manufactur
ed after the 1st May next, the Commis
sioner has directed me to notify you that all 
licenses renewed, and new licénses granted, 
must be considered as accepted by licentiates 
on the distinct understanding that each 
licenses are to be subject to such increase 
with respect to the timber mentioned as 
may be made by Order in Council.'

The Government that outruns the 
normal revenue of the Province to the 
tune of half a million must employ every 
engine at their command to rake in an 
income. And one of the engines that 
must soon be set in motion is that power
ful piece of machinery—Direct Taxation.

THE GRAND TRUNK BILL AND 
THE GOVERNMENT.

The Opposition’s Toronto organ last 
week remarked :—

“The Quebec Journal—Hr. Cauchon’s 
paper—intimates that that gentleman is de
termined to oppose the Grand Trunk bill at 
every stage, and in every way permitted by 
the roles of the House. As that bill can 
come on only on certain days of the week, 
and at certain hours, it is thought that it 
will not be difficult for the ex-Preeident of 
the Senate to talk against time on every oc
casion when it is brought forward, and thus 
eventually strangle it. The plan proposed 
cannot be successful without the collusion of 
the Government. If, from chagrin at the 
failure of Sir Hugh Allan in England, Min
isters are inclined to throw out the Grand 
Trunk bill, they may manage it by making 
use of Mr. Cauchon’s jealousy. But they 
cannot do this without so far exposing their 
plan, as it is quite in their power to baulk 
the tactics of* the member for Quebec Centre 
if they like. If they don’t, it is because 
they wish to thwart the Grand Trunk in-

New tactics, with a vengeance 
the org

For

carrying cargoes from the St. Lawrence to 
the United Kingdom has been very great 
during the latter part of the year, and the 
suffering endured by t large portion of the 

„ „ „ . crews of these shipwrecked vessels has been
Catholics of that Provmoe had » subject of much regret, and appears to de

mand some remedy at the hands of the Gov- 
eminent. No less than six steam vessels 
laden with grain, which sailed from Mon
treal during the fall months of the past year, 
have been lost, and a large number of their 
crews have been lost with them. These ves
sels, with many other screw steamers en
gaged in the grain trade of the St. Lawrence, 
——“not originally built fer Atlantic.voy- 

but, as lam informed, were intended 
originally for the coal trade of the United

proof of the truth of the organ's sur
mises, we quote from the Parliamentary 
report of the same paper on the same

“Mr.Cameron (Cardwell)moved the third 
reading of the bill to extend the provisions 
of the Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 
1869, so far aa relates to certain preferential 
bonds, for a further period and for other 
purposes. Carried.”

Comment would be entirely superflu-

SOMETHING NEW UNDER THE 
SUN.

There are a few of Sir John Macdon
ald’s political opponents—only a few we 
are glad, for the Grit Party’s sake, to 
say—who have charged him not only with 
almost every crime in the calendar, but 
with every human shortcoming. A want 
of knowledge in respect of matters with 
which he, in his high office, is called upon 
continually to deal, is not one of the 
things ordinarily attributed to him. In
deed, we might almost say that it has 

left for those who he himself at one 
time designated scorpions to find another 
failing in the Prime Minister ; and that 
failing is ignorance. Perhaps it is as well 
that tee catalogue should be complete. 
Sir John has cheerily, nay almost 
janntingly, borne the accumulated weight 
of the bitterest kinds of assaults, for 
many years. Every form of corruption 
known to the Warren Hastinosbs and the 
Walpoles of English history has been 
attributed to him—and he still lives. We 
apprehend he will not break down under 
the new-found addition to his other 
numerous delinquencies and shortcom
ings. If one could feel surprise at anything 
which that particular assailant of 
Sir John Macdonald, the Grit organ, 
could say, one would express it on finding 
that so silly a charge as ignorance is 
based upon a circumstance which gave so 
little occasion for it. We are quite sure 
it cannot be truthfully affirmed of any of 
the statesmen who negotiated the Treaty 
of Washington that they are ignorant of 
its provisions. It is only a reckless 
libeller who could affirm of one of each 
extraordinary general knowledge and re
tentive memory as Sir John Macdonald 
that he does not know what that Treaty 
contains respecting the coasting trade as 
between Canada and the United States. 
The advantages of a postal subsidy may 
well be considered upon its merits ; and 
if Sir John Macdonald is prepared to 
ask Parliament to say that the Sarnia 
and upper lake line of steamers is not, 
on public grounds, entitled to a 
continuance of the postal subsidy hereto
fore granted it, he will be quite ready to 
ustify his proposal in the House and be 
:ore the country, and that too without mani
festing the slightest ignorance as to what 
he is talking about. This new-found ac 
cusation is the last resort of baffled 
partizans greedy of place and power. 
We are quite sure we could confidently 
affirm that there is no member of the 
House of Commons, be he Conservative 
or Grit, Rouge, Bleue, Parti-Nationale, 
or “Baldwin Reformes^” who wpuld be- 
cokne responsible for an otrtr-bUtee-House 
assertion which is as wanting in truth as 
in decency. It is this kind of reckless
ness which makes converts to Ministerial- 
ism in Parliament ; it is this sort of jour
nalism which reflects, in any but a favour
able way upon many who, we Are quite 
certain, would scorn to be held respon
sible for it. e

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL
WAY.

The promoters of the Northern Pacific 
Railway are evidently getting alarmed at 
the prospect of the Canadian trans-con
tinental line being built. There are no 
less than eight columns of the New York 
World of Saturday last devoted to what 
purports to be a history of the Canadian 
project, with comments thereon. It is 
self-evident that our Democratic contem
porary takes no such interest in our great 
railway project from wholly disinterested 
motives. It is but fair to presume that 
Jay Cooke & Co. are at the bottom of it. 
And it is a remarkable fact—remarkable, 
too, as giving, point to the thought which 
we threw out the other day—that the 
statements made, the objections urged, 
the arguments used, are simply a rechauffe 
of what has appeared in the Grit organ 
on the same subject for the past twelve 
months. Isn’t the coincidence significant ? 
“ The whole thing,” says the Grit organ, 
“ is as deliberate an attempt to extract 
“ money from the unwary as ever was 
“ planned.” “ The history of the Canada 
“Pacific Road,” says the New York 
World, “is a history of political in- 
“ trigue whose magnificence and boldness 
“ deserve the passing tribute of a notice;” 
and then we are told that the Northern 
Pacific will serve us all we need. It looks 
very much as if the Globe in Toronto, 
and the World in New York, received 
their respiration from the same source.

THE PARLIAMENTARY PRINT
ING.

It will surprise no one to read, in an 
Ottawa paper :—“ The Globe in its report 
“ of tee Printing Committee brings out 
“ every point made against Mr. Taylor, 
“ the contractor for the .public printing,
* * and carefully suppresses every state- 
“ ment and argument in his favour. On 
“ this garbled report it bases an editorial 
“ which is exceedingly Globe-like in the 
“ recklessness of its mis-statements. ” One 
of the mis-statements is, that the action 
of the Committee is the action of the 
Government. The Committee decided, 
by a vote of fourteen to eight, that Mr. 
Taylor in consequence of the advance 
which has taken place in wages since he 
made his contract, and for other reasons, 
should receive increased payment for 
some of the work performed by him. 
One of these reasons is that the Courts 
had decided that he was not justified in 
charging double price for composition on 
work used alike for the Government and 
the Departments. The case was so well 
put by Mr. O’Reilly in the Printing 
Committee that we cannot better give 
our readers a correct idea of the points 
revolved than by quoting his remarks 

“ Mr. O’Reilly "said there was a principle 
of justice involved in this case. The Chief 
Justice who gave decision on it when it was 
brought before the courts said, * if the gen
tlemen managing affairs in Ottawa were 
satisfied that the plaintiff entered into the 
contract with the understanding that he 
would receive double payment for composi
tion, he should be paid.’ If the contractor 
based his tender en the supposition that 
doable charges would be paid, he did not 
think any honest man would expect Mr. 
Taylor to continue to work under the con
tract at ruinous prices. In Mr. Chamber
lin’s report, there were replies from six
teen printing establishments between Mon
treal and Sarnia, showing that the cost of 
printing had increased from fifteen to fifty 
per cent, the average increase throughout 
the country being 27 per cent. If it were 
clearly established that the rates to which 
Mr. Taylor was entitled under his contract 
were ruinous and were based on prices of 
labour in 1869, and that there had been a 
large increase since then, the principle that 
was carried out in other places should be 
applied and a bonus should be given. The 
Prices paid by the Provincial Government 
of Ontario were twice as great as those paid 
by the Dominion Government to Mr. .Taylor. 
Therefore he did not think there could be 
much of a job in this request. At London 
the prices agreed^ upon to be charged to 
customers was 65 cents per thousand ems 
of composition, against 12£ cents charged 
by Mr. Taylor ; 50 cts. for a token of press- 
work against 15 cents charged by Mr. Tay
lor. When prices were increased in other 
cities, owing to the combinations of em
ployes, which no master printer could con
trol, was it fair to refuse to give Mr. Taylor 
an honest price for his work ? There was 

job in doing what was just and fair 
veen man and man. He was sure the 
‘try did not want a poor man like Mr. 

Taylor to be ruined, which must be the 
inevitable result unless some increase were 
given. Mr. Perrault, one of the leading 
printers in Montreal, charged fifty cents per 
thousand ems for composition, and fifty 

its per token for presswork. It was, 
therefore, clearly established that the rates

ejd Mr. Taylor for his work were ruinous.
r. Taylor was an honourable man, and in 

endeavouring to carry out his contract with 
the Government faithfully, was deserving of 
better treatment tnan to be charged with 
having designedly tendered at those low 
rates in order to take advantage of the Gov
ernment when other printers had left the 

ity. So far as he (Mr. O’Reilly) was con- 
erned, he would stand by this principle at 

any rate-—that he would try to do justice to 
Mr. Taylor, irrespective of anything else 
that might be laid before the Committee. 
If the contract were annulled to-morrow, 
Parliament would have to pay higher prices 
than were now paid. It could not be •other
wise if the statements of the increased cost 
of labour were true. Even the Ontario Gov
ernment, which was supposed to be so 
economical, paid double what was paid to 
Mr. Taylor, and not only that, but he was 
informed that the contractors at Toronto 
were to get another increase in their bonus.

Agriculture will have no light work in 
starting the machinery which will be 
brought into operation by his bill ; but 
he is an excellent practical departmental 
chief, and we have no doubt he will be 
able to show a good return for the money 
expended.

BULK BUMS.
“ The tendency on the part of the 
Ministers to deal in lump sums without 
condescending to particulars, has be*

‘ ‘ come chronic. It is an easy way of dis
posing of a difficulty, and leaves so 
much to the caprice and favouritism of 
the. dispensers ef these sums that no 

“ wonder it is in repute with the powers 
that be at Ottawa, just as it used to be 
in the days of the Patent Combination 
at Toronto. The Legislature has no 
means of knowing whether the proposed 
increase is reasonable or the reverse.” 

Thus saith the Opposition organ. 
How can the public believe that such an 
expression of virtuous indignation on the 
part of that journal is sincere? It talks 
of Parliamentary responsibility ; and it 
defended the voting away of millions of 
money on the last day of a session with
out tee slightest detailed knowledge on 
the part of members of what they were 
doing. It talks of Parliamentary re
sponsibility; and it sustained Mr. R. W. 
Scott and the Government in selling over 
5,000 square miles of timber berths with
out the consent of the Legislature, in 
fact, against its declared opinion. It 
talks of Parliamentary responsibility; and 
it saw nothing but what was right in the 
making of a contract revolving hundreds 
of thousands of dollars without the first 
reference of the matter to Parliament. 
It talks of Parliamentary responsibility; 
and it was quite convinced that Mr. 
Archie McKzllaÂ ought to have the 
control of $400,000 for drainage purposes, 
without laying before members any in
formation whatever as to where a single 
dollar of the money was to be expended !

For ourselves, we have never sub
scribed to the doctrine which, by way of 
making a little political capital, tiie Grits 
have made part of their shibboleth ; and 
we are entirely debarred from putting 
faith in their sincerity when we find the 
doctrine so fully made one of expediency 
as to be openly violated by those who 
have enunciated it. There is a Minis
terial as well as a Parliamentary respon
sibility ; and the former is as fully part 
of our system of Responsible Government 
as the latter. So far as the question of 
official salaries is concerned, public opin
ion is clearly in favour of such an ad
vance as will be in keeping with the in
creased cost of living and the change in 
values which has taken place. So far as 
it was in the power of the Dominion Gov
ernment to do it, they have laid their 
scheme before Parliament. The full de
tails of an increased rate of payment to 
the whole Civil Service of the Dominion, 
cannot be considered in a week or a month. 
Great care will have to be taken 
in making the adjustments which a 
disturbance of the present rates of pay
ment will occasion. Some men, it will 
be found, are amply paid ; others "but 
very inadequately. To attempt to deal 
with the question without the fullest con
sideration would simply be to lead to 
many acts of injustice to individuals and 
to serious loss to the Treasury. When 
we consider that the question is one with 
ramifications into every branch of 
service extending throughout the length 
and breadth of tho whole Dominion, 
including the Inside and Outside De 
partments, and in connection with a 
revenue of $20,000,000, it must be said 
that the Government are modest enough 
when they ask for but $75,000 to enable 
them to make the adjustments and in
creases contemplated by them. Why, 
the sum is very little more than the in
crease in salaries made by the Ontario 
Government in a single year in the two
penny-halfpenny services of this Pro
vince, with a revenue only one-tenth that 
of the Dominion.

We never want to see our Dominion 
affairs so belittled as that the Ministry of 
the day, unmistakably possessing the 
confidence of Parliament, cannot be en
trusted with the re-arrangement of offi
cial salaries involving an increase of 
$75,000 or thereabouts. At the same 
time it must be remembered that the 
ponsibility of Parliament is not lessened 
one iota by the course proposed by the 
Government. The House of Coi 
will, next year, be asked to declare 
whether the Government have wisely or 
unwisely expended the money, 
while the Government simply say :— 
“ Before we submit ourselves and our 
“ conduct to the judgment of Parliament, 
“ we desire fully to consider a matter in- 
“ volving the.payment of many thousands 
“ of public servants. Wlien we have 
“ finally dealt with the intricate question 
“ we will be prepared to abide by the 
“ decision of the people’s represent 
“ tives.” Such a course of conduct 
certainly more respectful to the House 
than that of Mr. Blake in reference to 
those famous railway Orders in Council, 
which he forced a subservient following, 
ignorant of their contents, to swallow at 
a dose. There is neither parliamentary 
nor legislative responsibility in such con
duct as this. There is both in the care
ful method of procedure adopted by the 
Dominion Government. Festina Lente is 
very often a wholesome rule of action. 
In this case it will unquestionably prove 
to be a saving, rather than a loss, to the 
Treasury ; and that is the kind of respon
sibility which satisfies the people best.

CURRENT TOPICS.

Marshal Bazaine.—1The long detention 
of Marshal Bazaine without bringing him to 
trial is attributed to various causes. Among 
others has been mentioned an appreh< 
that his defence might be inconvenient in 
some quarters. The Marshal is indeed spoken 
of as a sort of elephant in tiie hands of the 
French Government, which does not exactly 
know what to do with him. He is 
while comfortable and confident, as appears 
from an interview sought with him by a cor
respondent of the Times. The correspondent 
found the Marshal in plain but comfortably 
furnished apartments. His bed-room is 
really a tolerably good room, with a carpet, 
a table, piano, a mahogany bedstead, and a 
few chairs. Between the bed-room and the 
dressing-room is a-small dining-room. The 
study in which the Marshal writes is rather 
bare of furniture, and the carpet is somewhat 
ragged. In the conversation that ensued be
tween the two, many subjects familiar to the 
world in connection with Bazaine’s career in 
Mexico and during the late war in Mexico 
were touched upon. The Marshal laughed 
at the stories of treason alleged against Him, 
as told by the correspondent, and declared 
that he did what his best judgment dictated 
to him in connection with his campaign and 
the surrender of Metz. He stated that while 
in that city with 90,000 fighting men ont of 
the 170,000 he had rationed with him, he 
hoped to bring on defensive engagements 
in which the 250,000German besiegers would 
be sufficiently weakened to enable him to 
force his way out, and, by repassing the Mo
selle, to throw his forces briskly into AWy 
to relieve Strasbnrg, and to cover Alsace and 
Lorraine. He stated that the Prussians 
found at Metz, when that city was 
dered, one day’s supply of military rations 
at 300 grammei}. He laughed at the charge 
that he had dined with Prince Frederick 
Charles before the surrender, and stated that 
on the occasion referred to he had merely 
tasted a little broth which had been offered. 
In regard to Mexico and the Emperor Maxi
milian, he said that he had twice vainly 
tried to induce the latter to leave the coun
try, and that he had returned to France 
without a son. He expressed himself re
signed to everything.

t by the Trinity House to 
Canada and the United States to examhe 
the lighthouse systems of the two countries. 
The committee say :—“ The Canadian lights 
we saw at various times were well kept, and 
we are told there are very few complaints, 
though they sometimes ‘ get a little dim to
wards morning,’ according to one of the 
pilots of the St. Lawrence river-boat. There 
are but few exceptions to the catoptric s> =. 
tern, and there is consequently little liabil
ity to error in fixing or exhibiting the lights. 
The Canadian authorities are rapidly increas
ing the number of their lights, and in the 
course of a few years they will have supplied 
a great extent of sea, river and lake shores 
with them, if they progress with the com
mendable zeal which characterizes them at 
present.” The report says that the commit
tee were struck with the simplicity and eco- 
nomy of the Canadian systejn, and, advert
ing to the fact that the administrative aid 
executive duties of the system rest entirely 
with the Minister of Marine and his officers, 

\y a high compliment to him and his 
sputy. They deem it but just to say that 

the Minister of Marine in Canada, and his 
energetic deputy, Mr. W. Smith, with but 
very little technical assistance, have done 
valuable service to .the navigation of the 
Dominion and have produced results leaving 
little to be required.

NEW BOOKS

KENELM CHILLINGLY, His Adventures and 
Opinions. By Eoward Bclwkr, Lord Lttton 
Can&dian Copyright Edition. Toronto : Hunter 
Rose A Company.

Great expectations had been formed of this 
book, not only from the numerous rumours 
as to its peculiar design and great ability, 
but from the circumstance that its author 
had written his last work and laid down his 
pen for ever. In many respects Kenelm. 
Chillingly is a worthy addition to the collec
tion of masterpieces mf literature upon which 
the fame oi their creator will depend. On 
the other hand, we find what seems reflec
tions ef opinions formerly expressed, and 
phases "of character with which he had 
made us familiar. Still it is impossible not 
to feel that the book possesses many charms, 
and that it will be accepted with delight 
.wherever the English language is spoken.

Lord Lytton is described . upon the title 
page of Kenelm CAiltmgly ae the author of 
The Caxtons. Whether or not in thn» desig
nating himself he wished the new book to 
be regarded as a continuation or companion 
of the class of novels to which the latter, 
My Novel, and What will he do with it '? 
belong, it clearly takes ite place in that 
category. As in those he undertook to give 

the philosophy of modern social life, so in 
the present work he traces the character, 
opinions and actions of a young man by 
whose means he illustrates that philosophy. 
The hero, who is as Hamlet to Shakespeare’s 
play, feels all the mental disquietude and 
perturbation of this restless and material 
age, and his whole life is an effort to solve 
the problem of life, and of the relation of his 
own being towards that by which he is sur
rounded. His interpretations of the spirit 
of the age are not over cheerful, and while 
he does not become a misanthrope, for his 
intellect is too acute for such a condition as 
that, he does arrive at many disagreeable 
conclusions and condemns much of what the 
world is contented to estimate as progress. 
The story opens pleasantly, and we are at 
once attracted. In the words of one of the 
most intelligent English reviewers
“We shake hands with Sir Peter Chillingly, 

baronet, the owner of Exmundham and of a 
wife ‘ handsome enough to satisfy a hus
band’s pride, but not so handsome as to keep 
perpetually on the gui vive a husband’s 
jealousy.’ Sir Peter had also a house in 
town, and lived there three months in the 
year. * Lady Chillingly and himself were 
both very glad to go to town, being bored at 
Exmundham, and very glad to go back to 
Exmundham, being bored in town.’ The 
Chülinglys had been gentlemen on the same 
estate for ten centuries, and it was a great 
grief to Sir Peter and his wife that their 
marriage was childless. However, after 
fourteen years their hearts were made glad 
by the appearance of our hero, greatly to the 
disgust of an heir-at-law, who had reckoned 
confidently on Sir Peter’s acres, and had 
even gone so far as to dispute the baronetis 
right to fell timber. Sir Peter was a man 
with a good deal of book-learning in him (he 
wrote F. R. 8. and other letters after his 
name), was fond of metaphysical specula
tions, and had not in his youth been with
out the desire of making a figure in the 
world. But he had been oppressed by the 
thought that no Chillingly ever had 
made a figure in the world, and that 
it was m vain for him to strive against 
*t* J“jLi-:— of his race. He
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impered, and his marriage was happy. 
Chilbngly had her way in $ ”

practical working of annual educational 
grants in the Province of New Brunswick, 
the Roman Catholics of that ~ 
no such rights, privileges, or 
the subjects of the enactment in the Act of 
1867. It is, of course, quite possible that 
the new statute of the Province may work 
in practice unfavourably to this or that de
nomination therein, and therefore to the 
Roman Catholics, bnt we do not think that 
such a state of things is enough to bring into 
operation the restraining powers or the 
powers of appeal to the Governor in Council, 
and the powers of remedial legislation in the 
Parliament of the Dominion, contained in 
the 93rd sec. We agree, therefore, in the 

naion arrived at by Sir J. A.practical ooi 
Macdonald.

“ Signed), J. D. COLERIDGE.”
This opinion waa given before a paper 

on tiie subject by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of St. John was received in Eng
land. Sir John Macdonald has since 
requested that the Law Officers should
examine the question anew in the light __
of the Bishop’s argument There ia ne the 
reason to believe they will change their

and in ordinary moderate 
r were suitable enough 

for the Atlantic trade, but for such terrific
gales ss were experienced in the Atlantic 
during last fall, they were found to be quite 
unequal when too deeply laden with grain. 
The law which requires vessels laden with 
grain in bulk at Montreal and Quebec to be 
inspected by the Port Warden, only inflicts 
a penalty of $40 for sailing without his 
certificate, end in the case of these vessels 
the penalties ware paid aad the vessels 
sailed without his certificate heavily laden

THE NEW BRUNSWICK EXPORT 
DUTY.

By the British America Act New 
Brunswick was permitted to impose an 
export duty on lumber cut in the State 
of Maine, watered by the River St John 
and its tributaries, and floated down that 
river to the sea ; and to retain the pro
ceeds for the benefit of the Provincial 
Treasury. In lieu of certain advantages 
as to transportation, provided for in the 
Treaty of Washington, our Government 
undertook to have this export duty re
moved. Sir John Macdonald proposes 
to compensate New Brunswick, for a for
feiture of the right of levying this ex
port duty, by giving her Government an 
annual sum not to exceed $120,000. This 
sum is larger than the value of the ex
port duty, and is intended, in part, aa a 
measure of justice to New Brunswick in 
a financial point of view, and aa a settle
ment of the claim which has for some 
yean been urged upon the Dominion 
G by Vi local Ministry

REGISTRATION.
The advantage to a country of a proper 

system of registration is undeniable. 
We are not quite sure that a defective 
system is not worse than no system at 
alL Notwithstanding the care taken to 
make the Ontario bill workable, it has to 
be confessed that the information ob
tained under it might be fairly put in the 
category of “guesses at truth.” Any 
general argument based upon it would be 
of little worth. W» suppose it will now 
give way before the! action proposed to 
be taken in the sanip direction by the 
Dominion Government. We copy else
where from the Ottawa Citizen a full 
summary of Mr. Pope’s registration bill 
now before Parliament We can" only
hope that Mr. Pope’s Act will be more 
successful than Mr. Pardee’s has been ; 
and we are disposed to think that it will, 

imuch as the registrars will have an 
inducement to do their work which is en
tirety with nw The Minister of

Truth versus Fiction. — Sensation 
novelists are frequently accused of outdoing 
the incidents of daily life, but after all 
things do happen which are as horrible as 
any told by the dealer in fiction. If a story 
writer were to narrate how, upon the narrow 
platform of a locomotive, a dispute, 
quarrel, a deadly struggle and a ghastly 
murder followed swift upon each other, the 
reader would probably think the narrative 
far-fetched and overstrained. Yet such a 
tragedy is described by the London papers 
as having taken place a few days ago on the 
Iamenck and Cork Railway. A goods train, 
starting from Limerick at night, passed 
Ourles ville, and then stopped. The 
astonished guard jumped from his box and 
ran np to tee engine, but, when he arrived, 
neither fireman nor driver was visible. The 
light of his lamp, however, revealed traces of 
blood and hair. He at once searched 
the line on the [back track, and 
thus discovered first the driver’s hat, 
and next him dead body lying on 
the sleepers. Taking the train on to Bntte- 
vant he reported the facts to the police, who 
set on foot a search after the missing fireman. 
They found him the next morning in a cabin 
not far from the railway, and got possession 
of his clothes, which were stained with evi- 
dence of guilt. It is reported that he re
ferred the death of his comrade to a sudden 
quarrel caused by the driver’s violence 
towards him. Justice may find out the facts; 
but. however the -final strife arose, the 
incident is one that fastens upon the imagi
nation, and must take its place among the 
most remarkable class of crimes. Here, on 
an engine speeding through the darkness, 
two men suddenly foil into deadly fend, and 
one, quickly murdered, is cast forth upon 
the rails, while the other, stopping the train, 

his life. It is a fearful example of 
itroUeotem-

e for his til 
me bronghlit about

regardless of all

Canadian Lighthouses.—It is a coinci
dence that while the public is still interest
ed in the Atlantic steamship disaster, an 
English parliamentary report is published, 
containing valuable testimony respecting 
Canadian lighthouses. The report is by

the

‘L*dy
things ; Sir Peter his way in great. Small 
things happen every day ; great things once 
in three years.’ The child bom into this 
well-regulated household was christened 
‘ Kenelm,’ after Sir Kenelm Digby. The 
name, as Sir Peter observed at the time, 
carried with it very crotchety associations 
and crotchety enough in all conscience th, 
young Kenelm turned ont At eight yeare 
old he astonished his parents with queries 
caught from Locke, asked his mother whether 
he was not sometimes overpowered by a. 
sense of her own identity, and burned to dis
pute with hie father the question of innate 
ideas. Given from his infancy to philoso
phizing and splitting hairs, he passes from 
a private school to a private tutor, and is 
educated into all the new ideas by a certain 
Mr. Welby, a trenchant writer on the staff of 
the Londoner. To Mr. Welby’s ‘ new [ideas,’ 
which seemed chiefly to consist in the re
duction of all thought and action to an ultra- 
realistic standard, he was not entire
ly converted, bnt the contrarieties of 
his own pure and ardent spirit 
and of the teaching he received caused 
v » into a tranquil indiffer-

regard men’s ambitions 
and opinions as so many shams. In particu
lar, the passion of love seemed to be entirely 
eliminated from his nature. It seemed to 
him to be * an unaccountable aberration of 
reason and an ignominious surrender of the

3uanimity of thought.’ A book in praise 
celibacy, entitled ‘ The Approach to the 
Angels,’ and written by a celebrated Oxford 

scholar called Décimas Roach, had greatly 
affected him, and his mind was full of all 
manner of impossible doctrines of faith and

Eractice. At his coming-of-age banquet
e made a speech, in which he proved to an 

assembly of amazed and disgusted tenant- 
farmers of the old school that it was the duty 
of every landlord to let his land to the high
est bidder, the man who had the largest 
capital and could give the largest rent Hav
ing made this unsqnirelike debut, Kenelm 
set out upon his wanderings, disguised in & 
yeoman’s dress of corduroys, a coarse coat 
and a Belcher handkerchief, and leaving be
hind him the new portmanteaus, the courier, 
and the other preparations which Sir Peter 
was making for his son’s grand tour.”

The adventures through which he passes 
in this way occupy the greater portion of 
the book. • That they are somewhat im
probable must be confessed, but they are 
certainly striking and extremely interesting. 
In their course, we are introduced to society 
of varied types, and the numerous charac
ters are drawn with a bold free hand which 
gives the impression of beauty, strength and 
delicacy. We shall not sketch tee story to 
it» cloee, since the reading public will be suf
ficiently curious to obtain the volume. As a 
romance it is picturesque and vivid. Its 
diction is pure, easy and forcible, and its 
arguments and ideas compel attention, how
ever we may dissent from some of them. 
As a whole, Kenelm Chillingly is a work of 
high literary art, and a manifestation of real 
literary genius. That it excites very diverse 
criticisms is in one sense a proof of its value 
—it is worth discussing. Messrs. Hunter, 
Rose & Co., have laid the Canadian public 
under an obligation by producing the hand'

Montreal : John

Mr. Smith is well known as the author of 
“Canada, Past, Present and Future,” which 
will be a sufficiently good guarantee of the 
literary excellence of the work before us. 
It comprises a thorough investigation of the 
nature, causes, symptoms and treatment of 
diseases, with instructions for nursing the 

; a list of poisons, animal, vegetable 
mineral, with symptoms of poisoning, 

and the best remedies and treatment ; co
pious tables of prescriptions ; explanations 
of scientific terms ; and the author's treat
ment of his subject is, we are assured, veri
fied by many years’ experience. Though, 
as is confessed in the preface, a little-know
ledge is a dangerous thing, a handbook of 
domestic medicines is in its place on the 
shelves of the library or the mantelpiece of 
the bedroom. Besides its usefulness in 
small and unimportant ailments, it is in 
more serious cases a great satisfaction to the 
sufferer to have a more definite idea of the 
disease he is suffering from than medical 
men are apt to impart. We believe such a 
book is more likely to encourage “sending 
for the doctor” than to induce a risky and 
penny-wise home treatment of dangerous 
cases without recourse to medical advice. 
The book is written in a style within the 
comprehension of general readers, and pater
familias will find it a good companion in a 
houseful of women and children.
THE STORY OF THE EARTH AND MAN. By J. 

W. Dawson, LL. D., F. R.S., Toronto; Conn. 
Clark A Co.

A learned and clever attempt to defeat 
materialistic infidelity. The author under
takes to prove that there is no occasion to 
rob nature of the spiritual element and its 
presiding deity ; a tendency that now-a-daye 
robs natural science of its educational value 
and practical results. The writer of 
“Archaia” is at home in geological re
searches, which he holds to be consistent 
with a faith in unseen realities. Most of the 
papers constituting the work have before 
appeared in the Leisure Hour. The book is 
elegantly bound, and printed with the dear
ness and accuracy that characterize all the 
publications of the firm.
MEMOIRS OF A BROTHER. By Thomas Hughes, 

author of Tom Brown's School Days. Boston; 
Osgood A Co.; Toronto,. Adam, Stevenson A Co. 

The biography of a gentle, strong, brave 
man, written in the author’s best style. A 
Glimpse at Rugby, a peep at Oxford life, 
some wanderings in the sunny South inter
spersed with letter* and episodes of the 
same old healthful tone. Ae book will be 
a favourite alike with parents and children. 
READY-MONEY MORTIBOY. A matter of fact 

story, by the authors of “ My Little Girl," Ac., 
Ac.,Rendon^King A Co. Toronto: Adam,

No bad novels are published in this series, 
of which Ready-money Mortiboy is the last.
_ A Grey, Kitty, HireD, and One of Two 
being the others as yet published. Well 
printed on good paper, handsomely bound, 
with a Frontispiece.

some copyright reprint before u

Mr Camnhel I Kenvraj <foQrt of Appeal. VMDpDeL Mr. Glass sail this flat 
a resolution was adopted, reported, and 
a first and second time.

Hon. Mr. Mitcneil moved the House 
into Committee of the Whole to consider a 
resolution providing for the appointment of 
Commissioners for the. harbour of Pictou, 
the Province of Nova Scotia 
in the chair.

The 
read a

Hon. Mr. Mitchell _________
bill founded on the resolution, which" was 
read a first time.

Mr. Coetigan attended in his place 
and submitted a ewom statement of 
his reason for absenting himself from the 
meeting of the Kent, N.B., Election Com
mittee yesterday. He said he absented him
self because his presence would have com
mitted him to what he believed to be an il
legal procedure, namely, taking evidence af
fecting the securities attached to the peti
tion. He, as the nominee of the petitioner, 
had taken the only step possible to get an 
opinion of the House on the matter.

Mr. Mackay, as Chairman of the Com
mittee, felt it to be his duty to make a few 
remarks. He contended that before absent
ing himself from the meeting of the Commit
tee the hon. gentleman ought to have asked 
the permission of the House. He also un
derstood that it was not in the province of the 
House to take iuto consideration the action 
of the Select Committee unless the Com
mittee had made a definitive report :n c-n 
nectioif with the matter. He further con- 
tended that the Committee had a right to 
decide on all these questions itself. He 
cited a number of cases ia corroboration of 
this argument, and submitted that the Com
mittee had acted legally.

Mr. J. Hillyard Cameron said the House i 
was at liberty to excuse the hon. gen
tleman for his non-attendance, but they ! 
could not enter into a discussion upon the 
merits of the case. He related the circum- ! 
stances of a somewhat similar case in Eng
land in support of his opinion.

Mr. Blake fully concurred in the re
marks of the member for Cardwell (Mr. ! 
Cameron), but would go further and convey 
to the hon. gentleman an expression of the 
House that a similar excuse, would not be :

Mr. Blake objected to i 
daring that a general Court < 
be established.

Mr. Can chon thought 
better be omitted.

Mr. Mercier opposed 
ing election cases being

lent of a Coari

Mr. Joly criti. i^i-d the ] 
i tion seven, by wni'-h the (

Province did n a ■ 
i Judges to try thi. •
I Court of from three t 

years standing, to try r thej 
Sir John Macdonald 

friend that * they were ; 
clause and not the seventh. | 

Mr. Joly could not have!
! ment complete without refcl 
I five, six and seven. He objl 

of election cases by any Jol 
those of the superior or higl 

: land. "
-Sir John Macdonald 

was one of very great i 
his desire was to make the j 
He would ask the House to ) 
clause to stand for the p 

Mr. Joly urged that for t 
the sixth and seventh clam 
lowed to stand.

Mr. W ood quoted from ti 
‘America Act as to the | 
Judges and the establishmei 
argued that if the bill should 
present shape it would estâg 
Court, and the Governor-<î 
commission, appoint Judges | 
Courts J udges of the Snpre 

Sir J ohn Macdonald said | 
ence to clause six, until 
ment of the Supreme Court,■ 
the Judges of the Supi 
several Provinces should 1 
election cases as they were I 
"Provinces then doing, 
strong on the point thatjj 
sider it fatal to the 
were so amended as t< 
Judges of any of the Superi 
Province the trjal of coati

Sir John Macdonald .aid the Committee ?aee"' nnieai with the aeeej 
as a tribunal specially appointed to governors of the different 

and the Honro could not we" te.pon.ible lor the f 
justice, and who shohld 
J udges could be spared for I 
cases. He thought the j 
would give their assent;
could say that their Judges■ 
without disturbing the 
justice, they ought not t

Mr. Smith, of Wes 
that the Minister of Jm 
sent to strike out the li 
seven providing for the ap; 
raters to be Judges for the I 
Act.

Mr. J. H. Cameron 
preferred that the Mia 
should have brought 
tabLishing the Supreme 0 
sion on the Election Bill, 1 
friend from West more" 
Judges to try such 
very highest Court

Mr. Blake took

interfere, directly or indirectly, 
particular instances provided by the statute.
The hon. gentleman had withdrawn from the 
Committee with the idea that the House 
would set him right, and his excuse ought to 
be accepted. He, however, hoped that his 
hon. friend would attend the Committee in 
future. He doubted whether the House 
could even make the expression of opinion 
suggested by the member for South Bruce 
(Mr. Blake).

Mr. Blake thought the House was com
petent to make a declaration that the House 
could not entertain the subject.

Mr. Dorion, as a member of the Com
mittee, was perfectly satisfied that the hon. 
gentleman intended no disrespect and that 
he would attend the Committee in future, 
but he thought that an expression of the 
House, as suggested by the member for 
South Bruce, should be entered on the jour
nals as a precedent for the future.

Mr. Costigan did not think that any 
difficulty would occur in future. In taking clause six. .\o hon. 
the step he did, it was with the most per- that they had by 
feet confidence of meeting the approbation i posed duties upon SI 
of a majority of the House; but at the same Judges, and ordered tilt 
time he was prepared most cheerfully to and why should they nol 
yield to the decision of the House. j the Superior Court Jud)

After debate, the jurisdiction of the
Mr. T. M. Daly then moved that the duties upon and compel 

explanation made by Mr. Costigan be ac- i the same by any person i 
cepted, and that be be excused. would be unconstitutional

Mr. Biake moved in amendment to Mr. Lieutenapt-Gevernors to 
Daly’s motion, “but this House is of opin- j Judges to perform any dt 
ion that the question raised by the said ex- i Sir John Macdonald 
pi anation as to the conduct of the Committee ; known that the Jui 
is not under the circumstances cognizable j of overwork, and not 
by this House. ” aa he had complaints

After some further discussion Mr. Blake’s ; vinces, and the com] 
amendment was carried, and the original ' Scotia were frequent, 
motion as amended, was then carried. 1 possession officially a coi

Mr. Mackenzie then brought up the ques- that his case was » 
tion which had occupied so much of the time j neglect on the part of 
of the House on the previous day, in refer- ] the amount of work on 
ence to his conduct at Strathroy in en- there was a failure of ji 
deavouring to prevent Hon. Mr. Tapper from Mr. Dorion agreed w 
speaking at a political meeting. He read a the previous speakers, 

'rom Strathroy denying that it was ! acting urn 
ince of the Committee that the Lieute

allowed to speak on that oc-
through the 
Mr. Tapper

Hon. Mr. Tapper, after passing some re
marks on Mr. Mackenzie’s conduct," read a 
letter which he had received from Mr. A. 
P. Macdonald, who happened to be in the 
gallery of the House when the debate took 
place the night before. The letter stated 
that Mr. Robb, the chairman of the Grit 
committee on the occasion, told him (Mr. 
Macdonald) in the presence of many others, 
at a public dinner, that if it had not been for 
him Hon. Mr. Tapper would not have had a 
hearing. In proof of his statement he named 
several of the leading men of Strathroy. 
The question of veracity laid between Mr. 
Robb and Mr. Mackenzie.

After a little display of temper on the 
part of Mr. Mackenzie, the matter dropped.

The House went into Committee on the 
bill to amend the Act 33 Vic., cap. 3, inti
tuled an Act to amend and consolidate the 
Act 32 and 33 Vic., cap. 3, and to establish 
and provide for the Government of the Pro
vince of Manitoba.

Hon. Mr. Tapper gave notice 
order to cover the intention of the I 
would move a proviso in Committee 
hi bit the manufacture or sale of s] 
liquors in the North-west, and prohibit its 
introduction there without the permission of 
the Lient.-Governor. This latter limitation 
was necessary in case of alcohol being re
quired as medicines.

The bill passed through Committee with 
this amendment, which was read first and 
second times.

The bill was read a third time and passed.
Sir John Macdonald moved the House 

into committee on the bill to make 
better provision respecting election petitions 
and matters relating to contested elections of 
members of the House of Commons.

On the first clause,
Mr. Blake regretted that it did not 

read Controverted Elections Act, 1872, in
stead of 1873. (Laughter.) -He asked 
some explanation as to the second clause. 
He thought the measure would prove inade
quate, as from his interpretation the bill 
confined the trial of cases to one of three 
judges forming the court, and limited the 
trial of election cases to one of those three 
judges. He maintained that there should 
be provision for all the judges of the Superior 

’ Courts to be placed on the rota.
Sir John Macdonald quite agreed with

__ __ the
intention to" exclude any of the judges from 
trving election cases. On the contrary, if 
his hon. friend would look at the fifth clause 
be would see that three judges were appoint- 

" ' s of all the judges
would be

Mr.

Judgesto 
elec'
the Judges, he could 
should not be able top 
duties, as the c 
only arise at certain t 

Mr. Palmer would 
general Court of Appeal A 
Judges not mixed up in 
might try these que "

Mr. Wilkes did not 
of

Judges by this Act.
The sixth section wi 
Sections seven, eight I 

lowed to stand over.
In clause thirty-e 
nded that candidate 
ed.
Mr. Blake said that 1 

Province of Ontario, and | 
)rovision in that Provi

The clause was camec 
The :

in rapidly passed 
■he adopted, though a

The House adjourned 1

Mr. Wood, who i 
tinct voice, almost i 
was understood to say I

attention of the House t
tons'"House which ap ** 
published in this I

newspaper of the 25th 
of the article contain® 
against him to which ) 
allude They i 
and he fancied would 
tempt by the whole I 
he was known ; but! 
article, it had s 
might be proper t

Pacific Railway 
built by Commissi 
Railway. Sir John lit 
the journals to show 1 
voted quite the reverse 1 
before—Oh, but, said b

He denounced Mr. 
and then supported it foi 
had understood at the f 
hon. leader of the Govt 

(Mr. Wo
Mr. Carter quoted from the laws of old 

Canada in support of the provisions of the 
bill under discussion. by-play, and faeetiously I

Mr. Blake ridiculed the remarks of the , tion to assert that any! 
member for Brome (Mr. Carter) a ' 
limited, and applying only to 0 
Quebec, quite ignoring the Lower Provinces,
Manitoba and British Columbia.

Sir John Macdonald said his hon. friend 
(Mr. Blake) would not- look into the 
old laws of Canada, but would search the 
statutes of England since the heptarchy.
The bill was not intended to define what 
were corrupt practices. They had a separate 
bill on that subject, the election bill, and it 
would be well to lease the question until the 
bill came np for discussion. He did not 
think that the remarks of bis hon. ftiend j the following 
from Brome were open to the attack of the | the railway refer 
hon. member for South Bruce (Mr. Blake). ; to Her Majesty <

Mr. Blake asked for explanation regarding ! British Columbia with 1 
the 5th clause. the House on SaturdaJ

Sir John Macdonald said he hoped to i m8t., should beo 
see a Supreme Court established, not this , private e 
session certainly, but at some future day. Governn 
and that controverted elections cases would j given to 
come under that court, which would have ! sist 0f such liberal g 
jurisdiction over.the whole Dominion, and ; subsidy in money o 
being purely a court of appeal, would have , pressing on the in. 
time to consider such cases. | the Dominion, as t

Mr. Kirkpatrick hoped the day was 8hal! hereafter dete , 
net far distant when the Supreme Court j by Sir John as having I 
would be established. He agreed with the ! (Mr. Wood), but the . 
Minister of Justice that it was desirable

hon. leader of the G 
an order of the 
found the following 
Hon. Sir Greorge E. 
the Hon. Mr. Tilley 
House will 
self into

t thee s should be tried by

Campbell
$120,000,

Judges of the Court of Appeal, as the 
duties of the Provincial Judges were alreadv

v’5r°
thought it desirable that these cases should 
be tried bv Judges not iff any way mixed up 
with local'politics, did not see how it was 
possible that the Judges of the Court of Ap
peal ceuld go into all - ■ ~
to try election petitio;

Mr. Blake objected to
pitchforked into this bill a ramainentary 
approval of a general Court of Appeal, when 
Parliament had not decided that such a 
court should be established. Let them first 
see what was to be the composition and du
ties of this court, if it were to be estab- 
lishe t at all, and then they could consider a 
clause of this kind. The present Judges, 
who mingled with the people of the country, 
would be far more beyond suspicion than the 
Judges of a Court of Appeal, who would not 
at all mix with the people and would be un
der the immediate eye of the Government.

Mr. Kirkpatrick asked why the hon. 
gentleman, when in the Ontario Legislature, 
had proposed that election petitions should 
be tried by the Superior Court Judges in
stead of by the County Court and Division 
Court Judges, who mixed far more with the

For that $
He found further, \ 
member of this H« 
ment which was in s 
of the resolution, bnt ]

grants of land.

thought that the 
of Appeal could 
these cases.

that he (Mr

ided that the Provincial Judges ought 
t to be taken from their other duties, ex- 

”pt by the consent of the Provincial Gov- 
«■nrnants; but there would be nothing to

ydtryieg tW, cease <mtil the whole weresSSsSSS®aç
any, might be sup^s? ‘ ^
the one ease as in «,e other If
these cases could be tried by the Ju«W 
of tinj Court of Appeal, so teu the PrenS 
oui Judges would not be burdened with 
these extra duties, it would be a great 
fit. The Judges of Quebec, and he be] 
those of Ontario, had objected to bring em
ployed ia the trial of election petition*. If 
this clause were left out, there would be a 
claim from the different Provinces for addi
tional Judges. This clause had been inserted 
in ordre- to show,as for ss it «raid be shown, 
that this would not be a duty impo * 

y on the Provincial Judges.


