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o hOUlCl Canada own her Rallways T

An Address delivered to Members of the House of Commons at Ottawa

The world we hive 1n 15 an entirely
different world from that of 100 years
ago. The isolation of not only city
and village life,” but of rural life has
disappeared under the influence of the
railway, and even international bar
riers are hreaking down, thru the bhind
ing influences of the iron road The
railway has become in the organized
life of a community or a nation what
the air is to the human hody It is
vital to our organized existence

We pay tribute to transportation in
almost every act of our daily life. We
ecannot buy an article at our grocers,
our children cannot buyv a cent’s worth
of candv, and we cannot huv a copv of
the dailv paper without paving for
transportation Take, for example,
pair of hoots At first thought, trans
portation may seem to come into the
pnir of hoots only in the carriage of
the boots to the retail dealer, hut in
reality it beging on the farm and with
the grass in the field Without the
cow or calf that produces the leather,
and in order that the cow and ealf
may he maintained the farmer has
first to build a habitation and buy im
plements and household utemsils bhe
fore the process of raising the live
stock ean bhe earried on When the
cow is killed, the hide goes to the tan
nerv, and the tanner himself must have
already had manv items of outlav in
buving his supplies of chemicals, tan
nine materials and machinery hefore he
ean dress the hide fTe in turn. has to
ahip his roods te

use transportation te
the shoe manufacturer, and the manu
facturer in his turn must already have
hought items of machinery and supplies
from a hundred soureces hefore he 1iro
duces the haoots The whaolesaler eannot
et these supplies without transport

tion and withont the wooden -hoxes n
whieh thev came, and the wooden hoxes
in turn bring us hack to the sawmill and
the woodworking estahlishments, and
then we are brought b 0
camp and to the coal and iro
from whiech the machiner 1
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way in a large percentage of cas t

vet to the shoe stord This process ear

he applied to a hundred other indust

but in the case of hoots @ hoes alone

we see what a large element of the t

of those hoots must rie 111 bie ot dowr
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to transportation rat
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What 18 a Rallway’

Now, what 18 a ra

mon roads are known t s the
“Quect Hichwav’’' or the ‘““King’
”1"') v A ' but wi lo not realize that
the railwav. is both in law and in fact
plv an improved high i de
finition of a railway is not based nupor
b 17 ere and

the isolated opinion of a
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Service to the State

The primary purpose of a railway
herefore, is service to the state, and
the servant cannot be above his mas
ter 'he thing created cannot be above
ts creator, nor can there be two sove
rergnties 1n one state When such @
ondition exists there is anarchy It is
true that one or more transportation
ompanies, either thru pride of author
ty or desire for profit, may assume that
they are the sovereigns, and that people
and parhiament are their subjects, and
may  actually exercise such sovereign
functions, but this is usurpation, and a
principles  of that
torm of government where sovereignty

ubversion of  the
rests with the people I'hat is the form
of government in Canada, where the
Now the authority
which has power to ereate a thing or to

people are the state

confer franchise has

power to revoke,

privilege  or
modify or extinguish
such privilege or franchise We are

speaking of the power, as apart from
justice, or what may

the question of
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Profit Purpose of Private Ownership

mout ir rinhle feature of the

The
nduet of 1 A when farmed out
} tate f private corporations s
that the are nerated with a view to
fits firet. and serviees to the people
nd: and even where efficiend
nacientic wOr obtair thin «ff
enev i% giver n order that profits
b ntained or inereased Thiw
nature of the case. beeanns
e would no ground for inviting
’ it their money in a rall
‘N for nvestment unless
W r et f di denda and
Crefse alue of the wtoek Ir
f wrner and operation of a rail
by the ’ croment tho Crut royr
ti0r the Crviee te v tute
3 rallwa “tu ()nee the
4 ratior and the ’
: : il avakaint of Sha '
r r ed, it “re s 1R
¢ y e 1 v fit r
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If

whether any profits at all, are mude
the widest service to the people at

the cheapest rate 1s the only thing
sought, passenger and freight rates ean

to

lowered and revised without regard
any surplus; but if provision s to
mude to make the rmlwavs a1 omeans

raising revenne for rmilway exten

stons or taxes for other Purpos. rates
mav be maintained to that end I'hese
ire the most obvious contrasts hetwoeen
the [ ite ownership and state owner
shy

At thas point advoeate of  private

wnership arise to declare that while

this is true in theory, it does not work

out i practice that state ownership is

ineffictent, and the source of

|
orruption

where so large an army of men are em

|

aoffice, the custome

lovees of the rovernment

The Parallel of the Postoffice

I'he answer to this is that such is

¢ case in o the admanistration of other

crvices of the State, such as the post

depaurtment, the in

lnnd revenue, the department of apgrn

culture, and every othier hraneh of the

publiec service, where men and women

n

British Columbia

iNe the N er ot ind 1 riynule
| fun ux their employer [t um
1 bee the [0 taffied ni remernher
hat the pe toffiee | fepnrtment f
ransportation and e« nunieation for
ru it the people wend not onl thear
tters and newspapers, but money and
and, now that we ha the he

nygs of parcel post, it is hecoming
Canada, as it ) long heen  ir
ITOpenT ountrie a medium of whiy
ny it freight of all Iinds The
sture f the service 18 therefaore essen
“ the itne ax the rolw . Iy we
nd that the postal wer ‘ f Canada
r the [nited tuten aor Great Britain
hot hed f rrujpt noand a4 means

f inefficieney? On the contrary, mabk
Ny OWRIICH r thowe imperfections
shieh aracterize human offort in a
vihere of worl the I,,n,,f,(.. in n
rye f crviece to the peaple, ear
e tin faithfulness and honesty of
' r ' < fully i this proved

r qd fe that n« ne outside

' ] n would now pro
) nd the ot ffied er Yo "

r 11 r idual r s [ar to uper
' ) § Ve ng 4 1dendn

Yot the postoffice Wi once NO
farmed out, not=only in Great Britain,
bhut o all European countries It is

iost  all countries in
foreign posts were under
Kings and goy
posts,

true that n
tormer times
the direct
ernments,  bhut the
which furmish the basis of comparison,
woere given out in England to favorite
fukes or court favorites, and in Furope

control of
domestie

to puilds or to ecities such as  those
to universitios or pri
e compunie Both an the continent
ind in the. British Isles the PONSeRRION
of these postal franchises was a fre
-|l|-n| wllnym't ol mtrigrae and o wouree
of carrupt adonmistration And the
other noteworthy fact an the hastory
of postal service i that it never be

of the Hanseat

cume cheap and available to the people
ot Jarge until it owas taken out of the
hands of corpirntions, made n dopnrt
ment of the pubhic service and oper
ded as a o unit, an the plan of giving
le widest service at the cheapest rate
And precisely the same arguments were
od agmanst the reform and the snme
predietions of corruption and failure ns
are now used npainst the state owner
hip of ratlways When John Hill, in
the time of Cromwell, undertook to econ
ey letters and pares Is at half the form
crorates from York to London, and eon
cived the den of ultimately having a
cnn postage for all Ensland, a two
penny postape for Seotlanid and o four
enn rite tor drelund, he was looked
nowith distfuvaor by o government whieh
farmed the service out for revenue, nnd

new letter carriers wer tramypled

lown by Cromwell alder I'he
er postoffice reformer, Hawland il
et the wame —opposition but he hved

o the rate for an anland letter re

fuced frow ' tverapge rate of ahout

Inepenes to A penny, tnd o every
it ovelr reduction an the rate of
et b papers and parechs s bheen Lol
ved b noanerease gn o revenue, thru
thie nereased use mnde of ot by the
aple The penerd history of the pos
CrVIed shows that wherens the
vrrving of domestic mml Wi onee
ried out oan o ever vu.'v' of whieh
pve record, there i now no eivilized
intr n the warld here the post
flice 1w in private hands, nor is there s

invle anstance of uny nation seriously

antemplating a reversion to the private

ration of this braneh of transporta
thon I'he prediction of corruption and
the ‘douht f efficien ind veanomy of
tnle ¢ nershing W have the ]nylv of
bia ! | f taolhes haistary npninst

p PIYTY therefore, that n rmlwag
harter nalterable in direct con
et th 1 principle of representative

ravernment, and the ease of the Hudson
I4n Caompne showe charter was per

ipm the fest an modern history, nlong
ith that f Sir John Macdonanld's de
on ta enforee n modification of the
(PR, churter mn e cited an illus
trutior of the ihyeetion of ehnrter

holders to the polie of the state Of
the power of the wiate to modify or

nnnul nor winy charter there ean he no
question indd therefore whether the
tute whall own the rmilways or not is a

tter of expedieney

No Case of Retreat From Btate
Ownership

In the laxt forty yemrs country after
aguntry haw nationalized its rallwayn

1 MOIe CRMe for the VR 8 EULL of lower

'
'
iy rates, extending the serviee or ap
ropriating the profity for publie reven

nd in other cases bhecause of the

Uil ) 1
s nagermnent r hankrupte of the
itely owned tems One remnrk
ble fact in the history of rallway evo
tiese that amonyg a the nations
W b e taken the rallways out of
te ndu there in not a single cane
of on e ind permanent :ﬂ.unri_'an
ment of «tate ownership by any country
of whir " ave record Peray forn

B

e s ——



