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Should Canada own her Railways ?
An Address delivered to Memlrers of the I louse of Commons at Ottawa

By F. IV RIGGAR
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The world we live in i< an entireli 
different world from that of 1 '1 _vear< 
ago. The isolation of not only vitv 
and village life." hut of rural life has 
disappeared under the influence of the 
railway, and even international liar 
riers are breaking down, thru the bind 
ing influences of the iron road. The 
railway has become in the organized 
life of a community or a nation what 
the air is to the human body It is 
vital to our organized existence

We pav tribute to transportation in 
almost every act of our daily life. We 
cannot buy an article at our grocers, 
our children earned buv a cent’s worth 
of oandv, and we cannot buy a copy of 
the dailv paper without paving for 
transportation. Take, for example, a 
pair of boots. At first thought. trans 
nortation may seem to eome into the 
pair of boots only in the carriage of 
the boots to the retail dealer, but in 
reality it begins on the farm and with 
the grass in the field. Without the 
cow or calf that produces the leather, 
and in order that the row and calf 
may be maintained the farmer has 
first to build a habitation and buv im 
plements and household utrmsils he 
fore the proeess of raising the live 
stork ran bo earned on. When the 
cow is killed, the hide goes to the tan 
nerv, and the tanner himself must have 
already had manv items of outlay in 
buying bis supplies of ehemieals, tan 
ning materials and machinery before lie 
can dress the hide fie in turn, has to 
use transportation to ship his goods to 
the shoe manufacturer, and the matin 
facturer in his turn must already have 
bought items of machinery and supplies 
from a hundred sources before he pro 
dures the boots. The wholesaler cannot 
get these supplies without transporta 
(inn and without the wooden boxes In 
which thrv come, and the wooden boxes 
in turn bring us back to the sawmill and 
the woodworking establishments, and 
then we are brought bad. (,, the lumber 
camp and to the coal and iron 'mun - 
from which the machinery is d•• ri• • tl 
IV transportation the wholesaler 
reaches the retailer and tin retailer and 
his travelers use transportation all over 
the country to sell the goods, and even 
the ultimate consumer must use I he rail 
wav in a large percentage of ras-s 
get to the shoe store. This process can 
l.e applied to a hundred otln r industries, 
hut in the ease of boots and shoes alone 
we see what a large element of the cost 
of those boots must reallx be “et down 
to transportation gather than t.. mer* 
labor

What ts a Railway0

Now. what is a railway* Our on, 
mon roads are known to us as tin 
“Queen’s Highway” or the “King’s 
Highway,” but we do not realize that 
the railway is both in law and in fact 
simp]v an improved highway 'I his de 
finition of a railway is n * based upon 
the isolated opinion of a judge here and 
there, but upon a principle which has 
been established by a long line of de 
ejsions of the highest authorities of 
Créât Britain, the United State, and 
other < ountries, arid the pritmiple i -et 
forth in concise form by the 1 n “ I 
States supreme court thru .lust ice 
Strong, who said : ‘1 That railroad” ’ho
'■'instructed bv private corporations and 
owned bv them, are public highways, 
eas been the doctrine of nearly at! the 
i,arts since such convenience* for pas 

sag' and transportation have had anv 
existence ” Those who build ar d oper 
ate railway*, therefore, perform a farm 
tion of government under a “0*1 
-ailed a charter, but its authority i- 
a!ways a delegated authority, the frai. 
chi*e b-ing. in the word- of a not1 er 
supreme ’ ,r- .dgrr.-nt. “a privilege 
of the sovereign in the hand" of "he 
subject,” whether that subject be an 
artificial being f corporation) or a
na* ."-a1 person and i* a* entire!

subject to legislative control as such 
natural person would 1 have been

Service to the State

I he primary purposi of a railway, 
therefore, is -erv io to the state, and 
the servant cannot be above his mas 
ter The thing created cannot be above 
its creator, nor can there be two eove 
reigntii‘s in one state When such ji 
condition exists there is anarchy. It is 
true that one or more transportation 
companies, either thru pride of author 
it y or desire for profit, may assume that 
they are the sovereigns, and that people 
and parliament are their subjects, and 
may actually exercise such sovereign 
functions, but this is usurpation, and a 
subversion of the principles of that 
form ot goy eminent w here sovereignt y 
rests with the people That is the form 
of government in Canada, where the 
people are the state. Now tho authorit v 
which lias power to create a tiling or to 
confer a privilege or franchise has 
power to revoke, modify or extinguish 
such privilege -r franchise. We are 
speaking of the power, as apart from 
1 lie i pi — s t i on uf just ici-, or what may

whether any profits ,t ,||. arc mud 
If the widest service to the people at 
the cheapest rate is the only thing 
sought. passenger and freight rates can 
be lowered and revised without regard 
to any surplus; hut if provision is to 
be made to make the railways a means 
of raising revenue for railway ex ten 
sums or taxes for other purposes, rates 
may be maintained to that end These 
are the most obvious contrasts between 
the private ownership and state owner 
ship.

At tins point advocates ot private 
ownership irise to declare that while 
this is true in theory, it does not work 
out in pract ice; t hat state ow nership is 
ineflieient, and the source of , on upturn 
where so large an army of men are em 
pIov ee.s of the government

Tho Parallel of the Postofflco

The answer to this is that such is 
the case m the administration of other 
-e r v ires nt tile State, such as 1 he post 
office, the customs department. the in 
land revenue, the depart nient of agri 
culture, and every other lunncli of the 
publie se r v ice, where men and women

Felling Big Tree* m British Columbia

appear to h« iM !< « x o’ f-r < Jgf) *1 at e 
a nnot ;-:i rt wi’h it*- own supremacy 

- f r tin- tiling it '• re ate* excopt by 
:i i.di<-at ion

Profit Purpose of Private Ownership
The mo-1 i n va riable feature of the 

conduct of railwa when farmed out 
b v the tali’ tprivate corporations i« 
that the-, an operated with a view to 
profits fir-t and services to the people 
second; and even where efficiency and 
unseientious work obtain, this effi 

c i <-fj r v iM given ri order that profits 
•r be maintained -.r inereased Thi« 

)U the nature of the ease because
• » re v. ' uld bf no ground for inviting 
p#..,',]f to put. their money in a rail

f,'f : a n v for n ■. f-t merit unless
* . r ,i wa« a pro^peet of <\ \ *. id ends and 

» increase in value of the stork in
t h f- y. n«‘ r • \ : ' and opera t ion of a rail 

bv the go ve rnmen* the first er, r, 
"ition i« the **rviee to the state 

g ' a h i e h the railway exists Ore. the 
, . • < r,-, f -v 'ration and the o air; 
u • inee and improvement ' f the equip 
men* are provided. it is merely a ques
♦ j,,* /,f . r-.f'lH-nf what profit* or

haw the government and not private 
indi iduah. a - their em p loyers I.et tin 
take the postofflee and remember 
that the post office in department -,f 
transportation and communient ion for 
thru it the pehph wend not only their 
letters arid newspapers, but money and 
pood* and, now that we ha « the be 
gin rungs of parcel post, it is be. oming 
i ri < 'anada, as it has long been in 
Kuropinn eouritrie* a medium of ship 
ping light, freight of all kinds 'I’he 
fiat ure of the servie' js t hen-fore e«sen 
tiallv the name a - the railways i>o we 
find that t hi postal a er e • of < a nada 
or the f’nited Ht a tea or Créât. Britain 
- a hot bed of ' orruption and a means 

of irmffieierm • ? On the eoritrary, rnak 
m g a] Iowa nee f-.r those irn per feet, ions 
whieh eharaeteri/e human effort in all 
sphere* of w o r, the po* toff) re in a 
mar - f er to the people, ear
ned e ,t ir fajM.fulne-* and honesty of 

irnir.mtration u- fully i* this proved 
r our daily life, that, no one outside 
f a i unnt jr i-.Jurr, would now pro 

p<,u, to rand the post of fV- <• over t.o a 
: r at<- individual or company, to oper 
. ♦ « wit F i lev. *i paving d i vi/lends

X et t lie pits! nt fire 
t a rmed out. not * only 
but in all Ivuropean 
I rue t liât i n almost

was oner so 
in Créât Britain, 
eount ries It is 
all fount ries in

former times foreign posts were under 
the direct control of kings and gov 
eminent n, but the domestic posts, 
which furnish the basis of comparison, 
were given out in Kngland to favorite

■ hikes or court favorites, and in Kurope 
to guilds or to cities sue h as those 
nf the Hanseatic to universities or pri
\ 11c companii • Both on the continent 
and in the. British Isles the possession 
of these postal franchises was a f re 
qtient subject of intrigue and a source 
ot" coirupt admin ist rat ion \ ml the 
othei noteworthv fact in the history 
f>t postal service m that it never be 
"lime cheap and available to the people 
at large until it was taken out of the 
hands of corporations, made a depart 
ment of the |iub!n erv ice a ml oper 
iled as a unit, on the plan of giving 
ho widest service at the e hen pest rate 
\ lid precisely the same arguments were 
i . d again-I the reform and t he same 

pi édictions of eorrupt ion and failure as 
are now used against the state owner 
hip of railways When .lohn 11 ill, in 

the time of Cromwell, undertook to eon
■ i• y letters and parcels at half the form 
i■ r rates from XOrk to London, and con

e i v e d the idea of II IY l Ml il tel y having a 
pe u n v postage f<>r all Id n 'land, a two 
peiinv j • o s t age for Heofland and a four 
pe n n v rate l«*i Ireland, lo was looked 
• •n with disfavoi bv a government which 
I a t tiled t he ser vue out I’m rev enue, and 
his new letter carnei- were "trampled 
down 11 v Cromwell sold id's The
îlei post office reformer. Rowland Hill, 

nief the same opposition, blit he lived 
i . ( (.the late lor a li inland letter re 
dm i d from an aveiagi rale of about 
ninepefice to h peu n s , and in everv 
nil lit i\ e V e | \ ie. tuition lit the fate of 

let t«i papers and pa r eel has been Hi I 
lowed bv an iio f' ise ill revenue, thru 
i he i m i e.i e. I ni made of it by the 
people The general hi*torv ot tile pON 
Lai -1 • r v i <■ e shows that whereas the 
an ing nf d'-mest n mails was on Cl* 

I.limed out III everv • omit f v of which 
• h a ’■. e record, 1 here i “ now no ci v i li/ed 

nlintrv III the World where the post 
.1 In e i" in pi iv ate hand *, nor is there a 
ingle nr tam e ., 1 any nation seriously 

- out emplal mg a réversion to the private 
ope i a I ion of this branch of transporta 
I ion I In prediction - of corruption and 
till doubt- of el'Hciem and economy of 
fate O W II e/idilp, all ha e the logic of 

III. tacts nt po -I nf lire hl'-t or V MgllillHt 
t hcm

'I In theor Ihciefori that a railway 
charter • unalterable i>< in direct eon 
Hot with th. principle of represent at i v« 
go’.i'rnmi nt. and the case of the Hudson 
Bn v Com pa n v whose charter was per 
hups f he Mid< t in modem history, along 

• if)» that nf Hir John Macdonald’s de
■ miori to enforc n modifleation of the 
1 I* l( charter may h< • it «*d a* il lus
t ration of the subject ion of charter 
holder- to the policy nf the state Of 
the power of the state to modify or 
annul a railway charter there ran be no 
question, and therefore whether the 
fate shall own the railways or not is a 

ma Her of ex ped i<*ne y

No Cane of Retreat From Htat* 
Ownership

In the laO forty ’.ears country after 
- omit ry has natomali/ed its railways, 
in some < ase for the purpose of lower 
i rig rat es extending the service or ap 
propriat.ing the profits for public reven 
i es and in (>t 1 <• r r-a*es because of the 

m - rri a ft a gernen ! -. r bankruptcy of the
; f 11 e I y owned -terns One remark 
a l,,e fa- t rn the hist or . of railway evo 
1 at )f#r that arming all the nations
.«hot e fakir the railways out of

: ir , t e r af.d- there i* not a single r*se 
of eorriplete a nd permanent abandon 
merit of •at« ownership t>v any country 
of who'i, we t,a ve record Bern fnrn


