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r When Democracy Triumphed
. How the People of Oregon got the Initiative and Referendum

By BUR I ON J. HENDRICK in McClure’s Magazine
. ,

This story tells of the het'innin)' of the great popular movement that is now spreading over the American continent. The 
powers of Special Privilege were opposed to the people in Oregon as in Canada. The people of Western 

Canada have declared in favor of the Initiative and Referendum. They can get it if they are determined.

Nothing is mon* significant of Un­
popular attitude toward political or­
ganizations than the movement, now 
rapidly spreading all over the 1 ni-teel 
States, for the Initiative, the Referendum 
and the Recall. Six Western state 
legislatures, in the last few months, have 
adopted constitutional amendments pro­
viding fur these measures. The more 
conservative Hast, . which a few years 
ago was ridiculing them as wild populistic 
vagaries, „ is now beginning to give them 
respectful attention. How marked is 
the change in public opinion was evidenced 
only the other day, when Woodrow 
Wiisori, fur several years president uf 
Princeton I niversity, now governor of 
New .Jersey, and one of our leading 
academic authorities on politics and 
guvcrninent, announced his -eonversiun.

“For twenty years,” said (iovernor 
Wilson, “I preuejied to the students of 

" Princeton that the Referendum . and 
Recall was bosh. I have since investi­
gated and I want to apologize to those 
students. It is the safeguard of polities. 
It takes power from the boss and places 
it in the hands of tin* peoply. I want 
to say with all my power that I favor it."

For tlie origin of this popular movement 
in the I idled States we must go back 
nearly twenty years, to a series of meetings 
held in an unpretentious farmhouse in 
Milwaukie, ( laekamas County, Oregon. 
The first inspiration had been given by 
a Reverend M. \. Rork, an ex-l nifarian 
clergyman, who came roaring through 
rural Oregon in the early ’90’s as Un­
representative of the Farmers* Alliance. 
Rork was one of those- populistic agitators 
whom the Fastern newspapers so dearly 
loved to caricature; his lectures were 
directed against the railroads, Wall 
Street, and tin* existing political parlies, 
ami his favorite* remedy was the* com­
binai iem uf tin* farmers and the* wurking 
classes against exploiting "capitalism" 
lb- maelc a business e»f organizing brane-hes 
of the- Farmers’ Alliance*, ami with great 
success. In we stern Oregon, in partie-ular, 
his progress was the- heralding of a new 
political age.

Farmers Were Students
Milwaukie, a village of perhaps a 

t he»nsand pc-ople, located in one- of the most 
fruitful see lions of tin* beautiful W illa­
mette- \ alley, about seven mi levs south of 
Portland, was the- gathering plae •«• of an 
e-ue-rge-tie- and intelligent yeomanry, lb-re- 
tin- farme rs thought ami re-ae| ami e-lose-ly 
follei we-el peilitieal movements ami all 
important publie epmstiems. There was 
erne- family, in particular, which for many 
ye-ars liael ae-leej as an inte-Ilcrt ual stimulus 
upeiil the- town. Se-t II yi|i| Alfreel l.llellillg 
we-re- especially fave>rable spee-j mens eif 
rural Ame-.rie-anism of the- .si unly ami 
honest pioneers who liael ereisseel t h«- plains 
in ox team-' ami laiel, in Ore-gem, the 
fou filiations eif one- e(f America's gre-ale->t 
e-oiliniein We-alt lis. I he x we-re prosperous 
nurserymen; t he-y eiwm-d ami cuhivateej 
se-vi-rnl hiimlre-el ae-re-s; ami, in their own 
profession, I he-y are- known as the- creators 
*>f the- famous " Ming" ami “ Fuelling]
« he-rrie-s Rut link- we re- more- than fruii- 
growe-rs, they w«*r\* natural philosopher's.
I hei'igh ae-ae|e-mi< Ally ime-elue-ate-ej, the y 
Ii.'hI ele-flnile- if)«-usx fill most. re-ligi.eiUS, 
pulilie .ll ami e-e-oriomie epie-stioiis AllllO-it 
l ne vit a lily tli«ir i«je-as we-re- re-\'< >1111 ionarv. 
In religion they were- spiritualists; Seth 
Fuellings house*, inde-e-el, was tin* Joe a I 
. ‘depiarte-rs of spiritualism long before 
it. bee a me the- meeting plan* of political 
nial< oute*nt ». I he very room w here* the 
agitation f«»r popular government in 

)r« gon started liael be e n for many years 
previously the seem* eif spiritualist!# 
u.iriee. Many #,f America's h ailing 
Murilualists were the Fuelling - intimate 
iru-nds Kli/ ., I,e-1 h t adx '-tante,ri I,;..I
* . viMti-d I he Fue lling, horn, ami ha.I 
writte n from lh«-r<- »ri «pu-sticis # , ,, j tg

I’lie- Fuellings organized the- Farmers' 
Alliance Foelge in Milwaukie-, and the- 
Fuelling farmhouse became its ollie-ial 
headquarters. Here- Seth and Alfred 
gradually drew about tin-in a pliilusophie 
group and In lei weekly meetings for 
tin- discussion of current events. \ 11 
their associates belonged to the- class 
known, in those .lays, as “advaiu-eel 
thinkers.” An “advam-eel thinker" was 
usually a man who eh-claimeel vigorously 
against the extortions of the railroads, 
who i-onside-reil that both political parties 
existeel only to serve the- interests of 
corporate wealth, who helieveel in the free 
coinage of silver lit the- ratio of sixteen 
to one, and in the single* tax. Ilis e-liief 
i< loi aiming publie- men was usually 
Henry (icorge*; his greatest aversion,

Women partieipate-el in the proceedings 
almost as generally as men; and one- of 
the strongest nrlie-les of the Fuelling faith

as it afterwaril bee-anu* of the Populist 
pnrtx -was woman siitfrage The eoni- 
pany frequent I x int errupti-d the political 
arguments witli imuirsimis into polite 
literature; they re-ail and e|iseussei| gooel 
books, ami inn- of the most i-iiti*rtaiiiiug 
members was a well known Shakespearian 
*' ri-e-iter," .lolm I). Stevens.

William S. H'Ren
< lanky, irresponsible, half liakeel all 

these things, in conservative* eyes, the 
little assemblage certainly was; yet it 
was alive- and stimulating. Out of this, 
ami out of tliemsniiils of similar groups 
then scattered through the.* W«\sl, e|cv«*l-
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FORI I.AR f.OVKIlSMKNT IN ORKOON

uxe-r f le vi land Mr f le-xe-biml was 
then well laiim-hcel in his see-omJ term 
The* Fue lling grouj# re*pre*se*nf<-#1 certainly 
all the* forces of unrest that were- nomi 
to.blos.om into tin Populist partx farm 
e-rs' alliâmes, granges, knights «»f labeir, 
labeir imi'ins. gree-ubae k« rs, Soeiali-t s, 
ami tin re-t \l one of these* ThurseJay 
f-v.-ning meeting- one- eoiilel usually hear 
irre ve re ntly discussed m arly all the imist 
sae re «I A mi ri« an institutions the *su 
pre-me f «Ilirt, tin- I llite*el "tale s Senate 
th« re pre se nt a t i x e- system of ge#ve.rnni«-nt, 
e- veil I II# f e,ri «I it ut iem it s«-|f Many tenets 
then regareled. as Sue ialisli# such a* 
governmental «»wm-rship «if railre,ae|s 
like wise* feniml heart x iml«>rs« -ruent, h«-r«

eipe-fl many •>f the ieleas that have* now 
re-a# h« «1 I In- full dignity «»f pr.i»lical 
poli I i# h III the fall » »f the yar IM9Z the* 
Fuelling lodge- admitted an impeirtant 
m-w in «f filer I hi- was a waml«-r« r 
with a strange iiam« William Simon 
I K«n 1 a« e <*nI on lh«-last syllable - \1r
I ’ Refi, lik<- the Fuelling* was a spiritualist 
and, like most other spiritualists in that 
part, e,f the country, In* naturall. gravi 
taJe-ej tfiwar'l the Fuelling heaelquarteru 
lb was then about thirty two .ears old 
tall, slender, blue e veil, yellow haired, 
not in tin- best of health, but with an 
engaging manner, a ready tongue ami a 
f|ui<-t ami deliberate- interest in publie 
#111«• • • i#in - Alt hough a young man, I l(<n

had Iiveil in many silite-s ami lunI acquired 
at lirst hand mile'll polilie-al information. 
Ridiealism In- liael limit lu-d in as a child. 
Ili.s mother was a hardy Cornish woman; 
his father still living ami a Socialist ut 
seventy six was an F.nglisliman who. 
as a young man. liait become* elissatislieij 
with I In- political ninl .social system of 
Fnglaml ami liael sought m-w ieh-als in 
this country. Ile-re-, as a blaeksmith, 
lie liael prospe,ri*il, but lie- had failed te, 
timl the- e-epialilx ami polilie-al morality 
of xvhiell he- had elrea iile-el. IJ'Ren's 
earlie st re-e-olle*elions, as a chile!, were of 
lircsiele diseiissions of the- laml sysle-nt in 
Fnglaml, his father is still helping a 
brother in Kughiml In pay re-nl upon a 
house* whii-h their own grandfather built 
in the e ighti i-nt h e-eiitlir> There si*i-inee| 
Nomethilig wrong in all this, but ll'Ren 
eeiulet Ilot V | u i t e* U lie leTst a il e I where* the 
fault lay.

Fun<lam<*ntal Injuwllrc
Tin- elder I R'-ii liael something of u 

library, in w hie li William read us u Imy; 
but hrs mother’s Hunting of the llible* 
gave* him his real «-eliii-at ion "I was 
especially fond of the ttlel Teat a ment 
leaders," lie* says, " Moses and the rest; 
I suppose it's hec-uiisi* they were never 
satislieel with things as they were-, but 
were* always kie king." This training he 
supple*üif ntccl by the usual course in
tin- publie- schools of ( "oloraelo. Korn in 
NNise-onsiit in IHAtt, he "vibrated," to use 
his own expression, for several years 
around tin- West, engaging in several 
occupations lie* was, at various times, 
a blacksmith in tin- railroad yards at. 
De-liver, a bookkeein-r, a short hum! writer 
ami a lawyer. lb- fri*epn*nt ly teaik a 
blind in polities, In- kne-w ('oloraelo 
intimately, ami here In- lirst came into 
personal i-einlact with political euirrilptioil. 
doing from erne stale to another 
Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, Cali- 
fornia among others lie saw everywhere 
tin- same fUiilditions, tin- same e-h*ur 
ami simple* system the- assumption of 
gove-rnmintal powers by tin* forces of 
wealth All I he-si* apparent fails, how 
e-xe-r, e'oiifiisi*i| Ids mind lb- saw no way 
out, iio remedy One day, in the mining 
eanip of Tiue-up, Colorado, a frie-ml 
hamleel I" lien a book that bad been 
recently written by a Californian. It 
was "Progress ami Poverty." I 'Kell's 
mim! liael nlrcneb pmveel a receptive* lielel 
for many revolutionary ideas, lie was 
already a paper mom v man. ami in 
Henry Oeeirge's weak lu fourni, or lliffiighl 
h«- fourni, a genuine political purpose* in 
life I 'Ren has never be«*n an agitator 
of the type frequently met with in t In- 
West m-xe r a ranter, never ill tempered, 
unreasonable, or elogmatie, but always 
soft voice-.!, insinuating, |#e*rsuasive, ns 
gooel at listening as at talking Ami now 
In- brought all these gift, to bear in his 
missionary labors for tin- single tux 
" Now 1 be gun t«* see why we were plivillg 
rent on a house our own grandfather 
hail built in Fnglaml , u humlre«l years 
ago," In* says, ami it was this enthusiasm 
that he brought to the w« • kly gatherings 
at th<- Fuelling household

Oregon Hearn of the Swiss System
He- was a valuable aeepiisition. I he 

re-^rimn had b« « n l«# a great ijegree 
innrtie filate uml purpose |. and in I R*-n 
I ln-y fourni tle ir leneler lie bi-eanic a 
un-inber of tin Fuelling hoilsehoM, uml a 
partner witli Seth Fuelling in the nursery 
biisim-ss IFire! limes soon fell upon 
I ’R«*n, lb« Fuellings and all the rest of 
I heir uss##«'iul«*s I In- paid#' of IHD.'t 
virtually ruim-«l the or«-hanl uml nursery 
business, uml linamiul gloom setthnl 
upon ( bn-karntts ( <#unty karrn pro- 
i|i|e t • eouhl Hot be* sold, e|«*bts Is-gull to 
u# e-uinulal«-. farms to be mortgagee! ami 
f##re«-|o*nd I Iteri, who was at the time 
uninarrieel, liv«*d in a little* cabin on t In-

e iiHllnue*it on Fe<«* Ml


