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When Democracy Triumphed

.How the People of Oregon got the Initiative and Referendum
By BURTON J. HENDRICK  in McClure’s Magazine

This story tells of the beginning of the great popular movement that is now spreading over the American continent.

powers of Special Privilege were opposed to the people in Oregon as in Canada.
(Canada have declared in favor of the Initiative and Referendum.

Nothing is more significant  of  the
popular attitude  toward pohitical o
ganizations than the movement, now
rapidly spreading all over the United
States, for the Initiative, the Referendum
and  the  Reeall. Six Western  state
legislatures, in the last few months, have
adopted constitutional amendments pro-
viding for these measures. The more
conservative East,  which a few years
ago was ridiculing them as wild populistic
vagaries, is now beginning to give them
respectful attention How  marked s
the change in public opinion was evidenced
only the other day, when  Waoodrow
Wilson, for several years president  of
Princeton University, now governor of
New Jersey, and one of our leading
academic anthorities  on polities  and
govermanent, announced  his cconversion

“For twenty years,” said Governor
Wilsan, 1 ]H’l‘:li]ll'll to the students of

= Princeton that —the  Referendum - and
Recall was bosh. I have sinee investi
gated and 1T want to apologize to those
students. It is the safeguard of polities
It takes power from the hoss and |nl;un~
it in the hands of the people. 1 want
to suy with all my power that I favor it.”

For the origin of this popular movement
in the United States we must go hack
nearly twenty years, to a series of meetings
held in an unpretentious farmhouse in
Milwaukie, Clackamas County, Oregon
The first inspiration had been given by
a Reverend M. V. Rork, an ex-Unitarian
clergyman, who came roaring through
rural Oregon in the carly "90's as the
representative of the Farmers' Alliance
Rork was one of those populistic agitators
whom the Eastern newspapers so dearly
loved to  caricature; his  leetures  were
directed  against  the  railroads,  Wall
Street, and the existing 'm||li~.|| parties,
and his favorite remedy was the com
bination of the farmers and the working
classes against  exploiting  “capitalism.”
He made a business of organizing branches
of the Farmers' Alliance, and with great
SUCCESS In western Oregon, in particular,
his progress was the heralding of a new
political ag

Farmers Were Students

Milwaunkie, a  village of perhaps  a
thousand people, located in one of the most

fruitful sections of the bheautiful Willa

mette Valley, about seven miles south of
Portland, was the gathering place of an
energetic and intelligent yeomanry.  Here
the farmers thought and read and elosely
followed  political  movements  and  all
important  public questions There was
one fumily, in particular, which for man

vears had acted as an intellectual stimula
upon the town Seth and Alfred Luelling

ere especiall favorable specimens  of
rural Americanism  of the sturd ined
honest proneers who had erossed the plain
moox teams and laid, in Oregon, the
foundations of one of Americn grentest
commonweanlth I'he WEEe  prosperou
nurserymen; he owned and eultivated
ral hundred ac and, in their awn

profession, the
of the famo

wn as the ereator

and Luelling
cherrie but they were more than fruiy
growers, the were natural philosophey
Fhough academicall uneducated, th
had  definite  idea on  most  religions
political and cconamie question \lmost
T their ideas were revolutionar
In religion the were spiritualist ~ctl
Luelling's house, inileed, was the local
hea !" irter f sparitualism long before
I, beca the mecting place of political
ntent I'h ‘ m wl t
! f popular roment
nostarted had b f man cur

the cen of paritualist e

eanec Man of America's  lead

The Luellings organized the Farmers' Waomen

\Mliance Lodge in Milwaukie, and  the
Luclling  farmhouse  hecame its  official
headguarters. Here  Seth and  Alfred

gradually drew about them a philosophie party

group and  held  weekly  meetings  for
the disenssion  of  current events A\l
their  associates helonged to the class

thinkers.” An “advanced thinker™ was
usually a man who decluimed vigorously
against the extortions of the railroads,
who considered that hoth political parties
existed only  to serve the interests of

corporate wealth, who believed in the free these

coinage of silver at the ratio of sixteen little
to one, and in the single tax.,  His chief
idol among  public men  was  usually
Henry  George; his  greatest  aversion,

pany frequently interrapted the political
arguments
literature;
known, in those days, as “advanced hooks;

“reciter,

things, in conservative Cyes, the
ussembluge ll'l';lllll_\ was; vet it
was alive and stimulating.  Out of this,
nnd out of thousands of similar groups
then scattered through the West, devel

participated i the proceedings
Jll“ll'\' s ’."'lll'r““»\ s men, ““ll one l'r
the strongest articles of the Luelling faith

as it afterward bhecame of the Populist
wits

and - one of the most entertaining

They can get it if they are determined.

woman sutlrage Fhe com

with ineursions into polite  as o voung man, had bhecoms
they read and discussed good

England and had

fuult lay

guve him s real
expecinlly  fond  of

supplemented by

around  the  West,

““il n I“\‘_\"’ l‘l
hand o polities;
Going  from  one

forma among others

wnd simple system

cump of  Tincup,

wiun ' Progress and

good wt histening ns
he braught all thes
missionnry  lnhors

Now | begun Lo see

ugo,” he s
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WILLIAM S, U'REN, THE LEADER OF
POPULAR GOVERNMENT

THE

The people of Western

hh aown Cxpression,

oceupations He was,
w blucksmith in the
Denver, n bookkeeper, u shorthand writer
fre ||||t~||l|)’
L\“"\\
intimately, and here e first
personul contuct with political corruption
unother
Colorndo, Nebraska, Kansas, lowa, Cali-
sw everywhere
sume  clenr
wasnmption  of
forces of
fucts, how
He saw no way

hie
the sine conditions,

the
governmental powers
wenlth Al these npparent
ever, onfune o his mind
oul, no remedy One day, in the mining

handed U'Ren . hook

recently  written by

for many revolultionary

Went never uoranter
unreasonnhle or dogmntic,
oft-vaoreed mmsinunting,
at tulking

rent onoa house  our
had built in England
and 1t wis

thut he brought to the weekl

e
The

had Tived in many states and- had acquired
al fiest hand muoch political information,
Radicalisim he had breathed in as a child,
His mother was o hardy Cornish woman;
his father  still living and o Socialist at
seventy sy Wis  an

Englishman  who,

soupht
members was aowell-known Shakespearian this  country Here,
Johin D Stevens

William S. U'Ren

R

lll’l'llllll'll

i sl

Fundamental Injustice

but hes mother's reading
cducation
Ol

for

nl

rutlrond

slute

the

by

( ulnrutlu,
thut

they
ustnl

vibrated,”

dissatistied
with the political and social system of
ideals in
blacksmith,
he had prospered, but he had failed to
find the equality and political morality
of  which  he  had
Cranky, drresponsible, half haked all curliest recollections, as o child, were of
fireside discussions of the land system in
England; his  father
brother in England to pay rent upon a
house which their own grandfather built
in the cighteenth century
something wrong in all this, but
could not quite ~understund

' Ren's

helping a

There seemed

where the

The elder U'Ren had something of a
lbrary, oo which Wilhiwm rend as n hoy,
the Bible

1T wan
Testament
leaders,” he suys, " Moses and the rest;
I suppose it's hecnuse they
sitisfied with things ns
were always kicking”
the
the public schools of Colorudo
Wisconsin in 18530, he

were never
were, but
This truining he
Course i||

Born in
to use

several  yenrs
cnpgnging
varions times,
yurds at

several

took n

Colorndo
come into

friend

had  been

w Californinn. It

Poverty ™

wlrendy  w paper-money
Henry Gearge's work he found, or thought
he found, w genuine politicnl purpose in
life I "Ren hins ney
of the type frequently

heen un
met

idens,

' .l"'lllﬂ
mind had alread s proved a receptive field
he  waus
man; and in

upitator

in the

never il tempered,

i
why we

awn

wlwnys

Perstnsive,  ns
And now
wifts to bear in his
single  tax

puying

grandfuther

w hundred  yenrs

ut the Luelling houseliold

MOVEMENT FOR
IN OREGON

thin enthusiasm
gutherings

Oregon Hears of the Swiss System

Grover Cleveland  Mr. Cleveland  wa oped many of the adeas that have now He wns n valunhle aequisition Ihe
then well launched in his second term renched  the full dignity  of practieal  refgrmers had  been to n degree
I'he Luelling group represented certainl politic In the fall of the vear 1592 the inarticnlate and purposeloss, and in U'Ren
all the forces of unrest that were soon Luclhing lodge  admitted an  important they found their leader became n
to blossom into the Populist party  farm new  member I'hi Wil n o wanderer member of the Luelling household, and a
‘ alliance grange kuights of labor with o strange name Williwm  Simon partner with Seth Luelling i the nursery
labio imion greenbacker socialist ["Ren (accent on the last syllable My biisiness Hard  times soon fell upon
nd the rest. At one of these Thursday U Ren, like the Luellings, was o spiritualist U Ren, the Lucllings and all the rest of
evening mectings one could usually hear and, like most other spiritualists in that their  associales Fhe  panic  of 1803
rreverently discussed nearly all the most part-of the country, he naturally gravi ietually ruined the orchard and nursery
wered  American  institutions  the Su tated toward the Luclling headguarters boanine and  financial wettled
preme Court, the United States Senate He was then about thirtv-two years old upon  Clackamas  County Farm pro
the representative system of government tull dender blue eved ellow-huired ducts could not be sold, debts began to
even the Canstitution itself Miany tenet not in the best of health, but with an wecnmulate, farmas to be mort gaged '.”"I
then  regarded. as  Socialistic such engnging manner, u ready tongue and u foreclimed U"Ren, who was st the time
government awnership of  railroad quict  and  deliberate anterest in public innarried, lived little cabin on the
lik itz Eokint doksement here question AMthough o young man, U Ren Continued on Page 19




