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AvABAMA !—(HERE WE ResT).
By Mary E. Herbert
Alsbama ; we have reached
Home at last,
Ceass thy wanderings weary feet,
All are past ;
To.rid heat and arciic cold,
Snar:s and perils manifold,
Toat beset the devious way,
Alabima ; all are past,
Home at las. !

Alsbima ; trembling heart,
A'lis o’er,
S'nking, fainting, heping, fearing,
Nevermore !
Sarrow oft has been thy lot,
Now thine anguish sll forgot,
Perfect bliss awaits thee here ;
Alatama ; trouble past
Joy at last !

Preesed by weariness aud care,
Full of grief,
Alabama ; we hsve found
Sweet relief !
From the pains thut racked us sore ;
From the burdens that we bore ;
Fcom the farewells uttered low ;
Alnbnnu ; &l are o'er,
Evermore !

Clad in robes of spotless white,
Here we rest ;

Ia the Palece of our God,
Henceforth blest !

Fu'l of rapfurous surprise,

At the wondrous ec2nes that rise,

Far away ba b vanisted fear ;

Alabama ; doubtirgs ceass,

All is peace.

Alsbama ; toil nor strife
Enter here ;
Nsver, to molest our blise,
Tempter dare.
Welcomed by a radiant band,
Gathered out of every land,
Hark, our loved ones gone before,
Hail us victors, corflicts past.
Home at last !
Dartmouth, July 24,

%
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Modern Infidelity versus Faith.

Natare ezlebrates God. Man alone revolts
against his Creator. 8een from a lofty point of
view, history reveals the divine plan, and huma-
Dity has its Gestinies. The divine power sppears
smidst all the bideous and fantastic acts of
buman liberty. - Tne conclusion must alwaye be
that of Bossuet : * We muet not speak of chance
or gemes of chance. Thie, which is chance to
ue, ie & decign concerted in a design yet more
extended.” ]

Oar age ought to adore, with more fervor than
Isasc Newton, the Creator of the heavens; and
to find language more elevated and sublime thsn
that of Bessuet. History and science increase
faith ; they do not create it. Science uuduly
elevated csn only have the effect of imposing on
the mind a control, to prevent its rising to s
bigker principle. Now, the sciences of fact bave
become, by their pretensivn, a canse of scepti-
cism. The duty of the histcrian is to study the
details, the tirts; and to defy generslizations
hastily preconeeived. Forced to look at endless
vatiety, his mind begins to vacillate. He wishes
to study things ooly in their human relations ;
and he considers himeelf wiser in proportion as
he shuts his ear to the great voice of eternity.

It is even more remarkable ia the science of
m!hre. It attsins orly to the starry heaveuns.
Toe naturalist is too often induced to believe
that his method of attaining truth is the only
one to be found. If one sp:aks to him of the
invisible world, the ¢mile is seen upon his lips,
as the transparent veil of doubt. Heis tempted
to believe that the only truths are those which
can be demonstrated to the senses, and that ail
else are chimeras. In place of ecarchiog for
unity, an iufidel philosopher recognizes only a
coll ction of material facts. Instead of risiog
to the supreme cauee, it stops thort at the laws
which are subordinate. Everything is in pro.
c2ss of change, it says ; there is pnothing stable,
nothing” permanent. Continuous change is the
normasl state of the universe.
lieve in the senser,in matter, but in nothing
else.

But thes: very men, w' o have excluded God
from their thoughts, to whom pature is without
a cause, end humenity without providernce, fiod
agtin the need of a faith. Tuis world, this bu-
manity with sll its impurities, they defy. They
protest against being called Atheists ; they dery
a personal God, but th-y do not wish to be
regarded as Atheists. Their indigoation is a
homage, which, despite ths delusion, their con-
science renders to the Divinity.

What they worship eepecia'ly is the mind of

man. Here we can penetrate the secret of a
doctrine proud in its poverty. Tbe mind of men
is ctarccter'z«d, it eays, by tte coatinuousness
of thought ; but all the thoughts of men are
true, for they are divine. Hence the mixture of
disdain and arrogsrce which characterizes the
It is not new, s
” was the first

followers of this philosophy.
they pretend. ** Nothing is true,” t
formula of the rhetorician Gorgius: * All is
true,’ was that of the sophist Protagoras. How
sirange to ree men off-r us gravely as a novelty
the errors sgainst which Plato protested !

mh?ié”iﬁ“lhe closest uniom.
That the world invisible may bic-me present to
the reeson, there is necesssrily an act of faith
produced in the entire sou!, and not in the rea-
son only of him who accepts God.

descended into the deprhs of the soul ; he saw
there a divine reflection, and he preclsimed God
This done, he
received it, refl cted yet more profoundly, and
comprehended that if God is not, reason offers
He confessed that all his rationsl
proofs depended on a belief which preceded
them. This great mind avowed that reasom
proves Ged. He recognized an act of faith as

—the mcs: certuin of all truths,

no guaraniee.

lying at the bais of reason.

The great remedy for scepticism is faith in
God. Study, reflection, and ecience have a great
part to perform. Bat the isolated intelligence

Its discip'es be-,

Detcartes

!ia Dot the entire man. The heart and the con-
|ecience sre not of those facts which you can
weigh and measure ; but they are facts notwitk-
f standing. We have the right to say to the
eceptic, What do you make of the consc’ence P
| You deay these facts in order to satisfy the con-
clusions of your logic. You say there is no
{ such thing as ahso'ute truib, or even moral truth.
But the voice of humanity answers, (s it did 1o
the eophists by the moutn of Bocrates, to the

| on® law of duty ; then there is a unity of trath.”
| Man is an enigms, of which God alove is the
solution. But this solution is not imposed ssan
axiom of mathematics ; it is proposed to tLe
liberty of mao, and needs an act of the snul o
r:ceive it. This ect of the soul which seiges the
trutk, is tsxed, we know, as a credulous super-
stiion. Without doubt, credulity is a weakness,
| But faith is a vir'ue, and doubt is & temptation.
Do not be troubled, if the storm of doubt passes
| seross our country. There sre clouds in the hori-
(zon ; but be calm. God sustains the human
mind. Po the aberration of thought, as to the
waves of the sea, He has said, * Hiiherto shall
ye come, but no farther,” The struggle of good
snd evil will last ; but scepticism will never
cover the whole earth with i's shadow. The
future will always ehow that 1he worst of errors

is that there is mo truth.— Pittsburg Christian
Advocate.
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From The Christian at Work.

A Word for “ the Word.”

BY REV. CYRUS D. FOSS,

The world will never outgrow tte Bible. It
is the word f the all wigs God, intended for
and adapted to ell climes and ages. The most
urgent duty of all to whom it comes, is to
“ read, mark, learn and inwardly digest ” ite
transforming trurhs, The chief office of the
ministry isto ¢ preach the Word,’ not the new-
fangled philosophies and ethics of men, but
‘the Word’ The great business of the Suaday
schoolis to bs a Bible school. Iis teachers
should make it their perpetaal lahor to freight
the memories, ard inform the understandings,
and impress the hearts of their scholars with
the very words of tte Holy Seriptures.—
For this sub-soiling process, the current Sun-
day school story telling is a wretched and
impertinent substitute. The Christisn psrent
ought by all means, somekow to instruet his
children in the Bible ; even if it be at the ex.
pence of the effort pecessary first to interest
bimself in it.

The Bible calls for heart-work on its pre-
cious contents, and urges this demand by mo-
tives which appeal to the hesrt. *¢ Set your
hearts unto all the words which I testify smong
you, for it is not a vain thing for you, because
it is your life.” The Siviour urges the same
motive on His discip.es : *“, Search the Scrip-
tures ; for inthem ye think ye have eternal life,
and [in so thinking, ye are right, for] they are
they which testily of me.” If men could but
keep alive in their bearts a just conviction of
the travsforming emergy which slumbers in the
Word of God, they would familiarize them-
selves with its confents and scatter it all abroad.
The cmoipotence of the Scriptures (illu-
mined by the Holy Bpirit, as they are sureto
be whenever they are esrnestly studied) is most
impreesively taught by a historic fact more
widely known a generation ago than now, and
which ought to be made known in every gener-
ativp. It is thus stated in one of the old re-
ports of the Bible Society : * in 1787 the ship
Bounty ssiled from Eogland to the Pacific in
quest of bread-fruit trees, to be replanted in the
West Indies. Oa her way bome the crew mu-
tinied, placed the master and e’'gbteen others in
in a freil open boar, with scanty provisions, and
committed them to the mercy of the oceav.—
Strange to tell that brat accomplished a voy-
age of more than 4,000 miles, and reached Eng-
land insafety, The mutineers, twenty-five in
number, set sail for some island in the Pacific.
They quatreled snd separated. About half
were captnred by an Eaglish man-of war, sent
home and hung inirons. Nine of these desper-
adoes went to Tahiti, took on board nineteen
natives, seven men acd twelve women, and sail-
for some uninhsbited Island. Tbey found one
—Piteaire’s Island. Here the Tahatian men
murdered five of the mutineers, upon which the
twelve women rose at night and killed their
seven countrymen. Of the four remaining
mutineers one committed suicide, and one was
shot for attempting to destroy his mesemate —
Of the two_remaining muticeers one died a na-
tural death, and the other named John Adams,
alone survived, Here their hiding place was
undisturbed until 1814, when it was visited, as
a'so in 1825. The number of ichabitants had
increased to ssventy, There was no debauch-
ery amongst them. Good order prevailed, Fi-
lial affection aod motberly love pervaded thbe en-
tire society. The bleesing of God was invoked
on every meal. Prayer was offered every mor:-
ing, noon and evening. The rights of property
were respected. A pure morality was prevalent
What had mude this change P Had vice wrought
its own cure P No; Adams bad saved and hid
a Bible, and when his comrades were dead, he
studied it, embraced its promises, was couver.ed
and read snd taugbt its truths to his family and
neighbours, and God blesscd His word to their
couversion also. That very Bible is now in
this couctry. It is a small volume, printed in
1765. The salt sea and the salt tears of old
Adams have tsken away its gloss and dimned its
print; the worm has eaten it through and through
but it still contains God’s testimony of Jesus.—
That was the secret of its power., When Adams
was brought to his death bed he was old in
years but strong in faith. The friends of the
old esit coliected around him, and asked ;
« Wel John, what cheer?” ¢ Land ahead !
was bis reply. After a few days tbey again
gathered around him, and eaid ; ** Well, John,
how now P’ He replied ; rousding the point
into the harbor !” At last as he lay dying, one
said ; **Brother how now P” Hisdying exclam-
ation ceme, ** Let go the snchor;” and be fell
asleep.

“ Thy Word, Almighty Lord,
Where'er it enters in,
Is sharper than a two-edged sword,
To slay the man of sin.

“ Thy Word is power and life ;
I¢ bids confusion cesse, 5
And changes envy, batred, sirife,
To love, sud joy, and peace.”

modern sceptics by that of Kaar), “ There is |

* A B&harhﬂlo Convenioﬁ.

| Adoviram Judson, the il'ustricus American

missionary, was a minis‘er's son ; he was vory
|able atd very ambitious, He was early sent ‘o
| college. In the class ab)ve was a-young man of
| the name of E , brilliant, witty, and popu-
l lar, but & determined deist. Between bim snd
| the minister’s son there sprang up a ciose inti-
macy, which ended in the latter graduaily re.
nounciog all bis early beliefs, and becoming as
{8reat o skeptic as his friend. He was only
' twenty years of age, and you may be sure it was
| @ terrible distrers and consternation which filled
the home circle whed, during the recess, he an-
vounced that he was no longer s believer in
Cbristianity, More than a match for his father’s
srguments, he steeled himself against all scfier
icfluences, and with his mind mede up to enjoy
life ard sze the world, hs firet joinsd a company
of plagers at New York, acd then set out ona
solitary tour. One night he stopped at a coua-
tryin. Lighting him to h’s room, the lendlord
mentioned that he bad been obliged to piace him
next door to & young man who was exceedingly
ill, in sll probability dying, but ke hoped it would
oceasion him no utessivess. Judson sssured
bim that, beyond pity for the sick man, he should
have no feeling whatever. 8Lill the night prov-
ed a restless ore. Sounds came from the sick
chember—sometimes the movements of the
wa'chers, sometimes the groans of the sufferer,
and the yourg traveler could not sleep. * So
close at hand, wi'h but s thin partition between
us,” be thcught, “there is an immortal apirit
about to pass into eternity, and is he prepared ?”
And then he thought * Forshame of my shallow
philosophy ? What would E——, so0 intellect-
uel ard clear-teaded, thitk of his boyish weak-
ness P’ Aud then be tried to sleep, but etill the
picture of the dying man rose up to his imagin-
ation. Hs wes a *‘ young msn” aud the young
student felt compelled to p'a-e himeelf on his
neighbor’s dying bed, and he could not h-lp fan-
cying what, in such circumstances would be Lis
thoughts. But the morning dawned, and in the
welccme deylight his ¢ superstitious” illusions
flod away. When he came down stairs he ic-
quired of the laadlord how his fellow-'0lger
bad pasaed the night. * He is dead !” wss the
snswer. * Dead P* % Yes: he is gooe, poor
fellow : the doctor said he wou!d probably not
survive the night.” *“ Do you know who he
wasP’ *Oh yes, it wes & young man from Pro-
viderce College ; a very flaé feilow; bis name
was E—.” Judson wes completely stunned
Hcurs paseed before be could quit the house ;
but when be did resume his jouroey, the words
Dead! Lost! Lost! were continuslly ringingin
his ears. There wes no need for argument. God
had spoken, and from the presence of the living
Ged the chimeras of unbelief and the pleasures
of sin alike fird away. The religion of the Bible
be knew to be true ; and turning his horse’s head
toward Piymouth, he rcde slowly homeward, bis
placs of epjoyment all shattered, and ready to
commence that rough and unioviting path which,
through the death prison at Ava and its rebersal
of martyrdom conducted to the grays at Maul.
main —Dr. James Hamilton, \.

A Prayer.
BY MATTHEW ARNOLD.

Thou who dost dwell alone ;
Thou who dost know thine own,
Thou to whom all are known,
From the cradle to the grave—
Save, O save!
From the world’s temptatione,
From tribulations,
From that fierce anguish
Wherein we languish,
From that torpor deep,
Wherein we lie asleep,
Heavy ae death, cold es the grave—
Save, O save!
When the soul, growing clesrer,
Sees God no nearer :
When the soul mounting higher,
To God comes nc nigher ;
Bat the arch fiend Pride
Mounts at her side,
Foiling her bigh emprise,
~ Sealirg her eagle-eyes,
Aund when she fain would scar,
Makes idole to adore;
Changing the pure emotion
Of ber high devotion
To a skin-deep sense
Of her own eloquence;
Strong to deceive, strong to enslave—
Save U, save !
#> From the iograined {ashion
Of this earthly nature,
That mars thy creature ;
From grief, that is but passion,
From wirth, that is but feiguing ;
From tears, that bring no healing ;
From wild and weak complaining ;
Thice old strength revealing—
Save, O save!
From doubt, where all is double,
Where wise me.a are not strong,
Where comfort turns to trouble,
Where just men suff-r wrong,
Where sorrow treads oo joy,
Where sweet thicgs soonest cloy,
Where faiths are built on dust,
Where love is balf mistruat,
Huongry aud barren, snd sharp as the sea—
O set us free!
O let the false dream fly,
Where our sick scuis do lie
Tossing continually.
O where thy voice doth come,
Let all doubts be dumb;
Let all words be mild,
All strifes reconciled,
All pains baguiled.
Lignt brings no blindnees,
Love no unkindness.
Kuowledge vo ruin ;
Fear no undoing—
From the cradle to the grave
Save, O save ! :

Susanna Wesley and the Unautho-
rized Meetings.

While her husband was abeent in London in
1711, sttending Convocation, Mrs. Wesley adop-
ted the practice of reading in her family and in-
structing them. One of the eervants told his
parents, and they wished to come. These told

;o‘ﬁere, apd

they came, till the corgregstion
ancuated to forty, and increased till there wery
over two hundred, atd the parsonsge could nnt

|contain all that csm3. She read to them the | h’mse!f &

best and most awskering sermons she cou'd find

fectionately. These meetings were held * be-
cause the thought the end of thé institution « f
the Babbath was rot fully answered by attend-
ing church unless the intermediste spaces of
lime were filied up by other sets of devoiion.”
Inman, the curate, was & véry stipid and narrow
man. He became jealous bacsuse ber audience
was larg-r than his, apd he wrote 1o Mr. Wes-
ley, complaining that his wife in his sbsence, had
“turned the parsonage into a econventicle ; that
the church was likely to be scandalizsd by such
irregular proceedings i 48 that they ought to
be tol-rated no longer.” Mr. Wesley wrote to
bis wife that she should get some one elss to
read the sermons. She replied that there was
not a man there who could resd a sermoa with.
out spoiling it. Inman, the Cura‘e, sti!l com-
plained, and tha Rector wrote 1o Mrs. Wesley
\bat the meetings should be discontinued. Mrs,
Wesley' answered him by showing him what
good the meetings had done, and that none were
opposed to them bat Mr. Inman and one o ber.
8he then conciudes with these wonderful sen-
tecces: “ If after all this you think fit to dis-
salve this assembly do not te]l me you desire me
to do it, for that will pot gatisfy my conscieoce ;
but send your positive cammand in such full and
expre:s terms us msy absolve me from all guilt
and punishment for neglecting such opportunity
for doing good when you and I shall appear be-
fare the great ard awlul tribunal of our Lord Je-
sus Curigt.”

Were not these the first Metbodist mectings
held by the Wesleys ?

Can we wonder that isssc Taylor says that
“ the mother of the Wesleys was the mother of
Methodism ;" and thet in ber charscieristic let-
ter, when she said, * D> not advise, but com-
mand me to desist, she was bringing to its place
a corner-stone of the future of Methodicm,

Who ean teii the influence thcss meeinza of
and Cnarles in future years, who wera then lit.
tle boys, and always pressut!

———ea—

Devoutaese,
O.e condition of d-voutness it aclive and |
coutinual occupation in the Lord’s service, What |
exerciee does for the body, usefulness dces for
the soul, in quickenirg the circalation through
the entire system, and in giving & healthy play |
to the orgsns and faculties of cur being. Such
occupation may be confined to the four walls of
a house, It is not essential to it that it should
be prominert, or varied, or arduoue, or indaed
of any epecial sort o» kind whatever. All that
is necessary is, that esch Cbristian person should
feel himself a lsborer in the Lord's viceyard,
and should be doing with humility and cheerful-
ness what the Lord gives him to'do, whatever
snd wherever it may be. This alone (unless
sickness or other caute of inability prevents it)
oan keep the heart awake, the will obedient, the
mind ready, the conecience pure, If it involve
self-denisl, so much the better. Nay, the chances
are that if there is no self-denisl aboat it, we are
plessing ourselves, instead of pleasing Christ.
Some people sre ro constitu'ed that they would
fiod it harder to overcome natural diffidence 1n
visiting the sick, or even in teaching a c'ass of
children, than to eat dry bresd for a year. Bat
to master sel! is the meéaning of sanctification ;
and the sure and certain reward of following
our Baviour wherever he leads us is that we are
thereby strengthened for the daily couflict with
sloth and selfishness in our own hearts, and that
in ministering to others we are benefiting our-
telves.—Rev. A. W. Thorold.

e —,— .

God's Blessing on the Dance.

A young lady who had been tsught better
things, was arrayed in the garb of fashion, snd
ready for the amusement of the ball-room, As
she stood st the glass, arranging the last rose
amid ber clastered locks, she ‘hastily tuined
round end eaid to her mother, “ Why, what
makés you look so sad P What is the matter 7
Come, do not be ssd any mere ; put-this rose
in’ my bair, and seé how pretty it will look.”
Her mother kissed ber cheek, and she bade her
gocd-night, whispered, * Can you ssk God’s
blessing on the dance, Elizabeth? ” The gay,
thoughtless girl gave her a quick, earnest look,
and hurried down the steps. At an earlier hour
than wes expected, Elizabeth’s voice was heard
at the door. Her mother was up-stairs, and
when she went down to meet her, found she had
retired to her room, where she was heard earn-
estly praying, “ Hear my prayer, O Lord, I be-
seech Thee, and let my cry come before Thee !”
Her mother entered her room and welcomed
ber home. * Yes,” said ste, “ I have got home.
Ia that bewildered ball-room I danced with the
merriest, and laughed with the loudest, but there
wag an arrow here,” pressiog ber heart. “ God’s
blessing on the dance ! Those words rang in
my ears at every turn, Oh, if God would for-
give the past, if He will yet receive me, I will
turn my back on all this gilded folly and lay
upon His altar what I ouce promised to lay there
—my whole heart.” They kneeled together, and
asked God to strengthen the resolution then
wade in His neme. Prayer was heard, for
among the group of lowly disciples who keep
near their Lord, walking in His footsteps, and
bearing His Cross, few are more humble, meek,
modest, consistent and devoted, than the once
gsy and thoughtless Elizabeth.

D’Aubigne to Students.

The great hisiorian of the reformation, in a
zecent address at Geneva, warmly exalted the
offices of the minister, as a following of Christ
in his work of teaching the Word. Whkea the
work of a ministry consists chiefly in liturgical
services and supposed sacrificial wransformation,
it has lost all itse apostolic character, whatever
be its claims. Thess are the eloquent words of
the far-sighted historian :

The object, the essence of the Evangelical
ministry is to awaken, 1o justify, to convert zouls,
to mske them mee!, by the sovereign grace of
God, for the inberitance of the saints in light.
This was the work of the ministry in the Apos-
tolic times. 1If Bt. Paul traversed Asia Minor
and Greece, if he stopped at Ephesus, at Phi-

| smounat :
their mother in the parsonsge had upoa John ks

lippi
{ he bad sccess might be converted from idols to
serve the living and true God.
poke by night to Nicodemus, it was to

'te!l Him, except he be born agsin he could not |
‘in the library, end 1alked to them freely ard of- | rec'the kingdom of God. 1If he rested by Jacob's

well, it was 1o give to a sinful woman that water
which springeth up to life eterral.

We do not open this schcol in order to train
young ministers who should go and bur

to sleep and fall asleep themselves. No, sirs,
the end, the requirement of this scbéril, that
you should “ do the work of an evengelist,”
that you should proclaim Christ, ** be instant in
season and out of sesson ;’ that you should
strive to make known t&each one the sin which
is in him, and which condemns bim, 8o that he
may be constrained to cry out, “ What must |
do to be saved ?”—:hat you should show him
the arms of Christ opened wide, to embrace with
great joy, like the father of the Prodigal Son,
him who was dead, but is alive again.

‘ Is your Soul Insured ?

“ Pa,” raid a little boy as he climbed to bis
father’s knee, and looked into bis face as earn-
estly as if he undersiood the importance of the
subject, * pa, is your soul insured ? "

* What sre you thinking about, my son P"
replied the sgitated futher. “ Why do you ask
that question ?

* Why, pa, I beard Uncle George say that you
had your house insured, and your life ivsured ;
but he didu’t belisve you had thought of your
soul, and he wes afraid you would lose it : won't
| you get it insured right awsy P "

Toe father leaned his head on his hand, and
was silent. He owned broad acres of lsnd that
were covered with a bountifal produce, his barns
were even row filled with plenty, his buidings
were a'l well covered by in.urance ; but, as if
| that would not eLflise for the maintensrce of his

{wife and oaly child in case of his decease, he
| had, the day before,

taken a life-policy for a large
yet not ooe thought had be given to
own immortsl soul. Oa that which wis to
waste away, and become part and parcel of its
native dust, he had espared n» pains ; but, for

| thst which was to live cn asnd on through the

long sges of eternity, he bad made no provision.
* What sball it prc fi. a man if he gain the whole
wocld and lose his owa soul ?” was a quesiion
be had cared not to ask. Nop, as he sits in
silence, his eoul is stirred within him ; and he
meotally exclsims :

“ What shall I do te be saved ?”

Wasted years, golden opportunities unime
proved, broken Sabbaths, a peglected Bible, the
warnings of friends, and the voice of God's
afflictive providence unarswered, rush to his
miod ; and he found no peace tiil he threw him-
self into the arms of Jesus.— Christian Banner,

He is Joined to His Idols ; Let
Him alone.

There is s legend amoog the peasants of
Dalmatia of a fell and malicious spirit which at
certain periods of great ipresperity, emerges
from its lair within the earth, to blast the crops,
perturb the minds of rulers, and descend o
individual and petty malice. The legend goes,
that this demon, who always is at first unseen,
decoys the victim who wanders near his neigh-
borhocd, with a voice of such wondrous sweet
ness, and acoents s0 musically toned, that the
bearer isunable to resist ite spell, and walks
insensibiy towards his ruin. Step by step it
leacs him from the true road into the meszes of
the forest and finally when night has over-
taken him, snd b2 is exhausted by his efforts,
lsaves bim slarmed and trembling st the desd
sea of silence which wells darkly all around
him. While he stands thus mute with terror,
he fecls an icy. hand press upon his forehead,
then pass down his cheek, and finally it is
thrust into his bosom and laid upen his heart,
with & touch 80 cold as almost to freese it in bis
body. As he is thus transfixed, the unseen
band is. gredually withdrawn end the stricken
victim beholds before him the pale victim of
the clime, with its finger levelled, and its strong
eyes rivitted consamingly withic his own, until
he sinks into insensibility before the unearth-
ly gaze. From that moment he is amitten with
a baveful stropby,—his youthful bloom gives
place 10 & consumptive pallor, and hopeless,
nerveless, speechless, he is soon cerried to the
tomb.

Image of asoul left of God to become the
vietim of the Evil one ! The unseen hand has
done its work! Its dsadly touch has been
stealtbily laid upom bis besrt! The stricken
victim lives, but is yet dead | Nothing will
arouse him and recover him! He bas sunken
into a fatal insensibility !

Power of Prayer.

When Rev. T. Collins was removing from
Sandhurst, in Kent, to Orkney, the expences
were t0o heavy to be appropriately met by the
stewards, and the strain was ope which, at that
time, Mr. Col'ins’s own purre was ill prepared
to meet. By various self denials hz saw his
way to such expenses of travel as would fal:
upon him ; but how also to psj £2 10s. due to
a London bookseller hé could not devise. The
kindhearted wife of his superiotendent, though
knowirig nothiog of his apecisl difficulty, cffered
to lend bim money. This offer was with thanks
declived. His heart turned to bis beavenly
Fatber. Tne d fficalty came without his fault ;
be felt that it was a case for trust, that it might
be removed without his snxiety. Better beg of
God than borrow of men. 1f he borrowed, how,
out of Otkney pittances, could he repay ?

“ Borrowing only defers trouble ; my Lord
can remove it.’

Thus tiinking, away he went to Sandburst
Chapel, a very usual closet of his, Jocked him-
self in for an bour’s communing, acd laid all
befor: God. How early an snswer came may
be leatned from a note next morning which
thns commences :

¢ Tais first sheet of your excellent paper is
as is proper, inscribed to you. When your
man came Lo our bouse last night 1 was but just
in from the chapel, where | bad been esking
assistance of my heavenly Father. I retursed
assured that be would help me, though I did not
koow how, nor expect it so soon. My first pe-

\

, at Thessalonica, it wes, that thoee to whom : tition cou!d scarcely have heen uttered ere

, you were packing your present. Wh- 8]y,

If the Savicur ceived it I went to my' knees and thank d Wy

good Father with tears ; and

Tne gift which thus ¢am2 cpport
a large and exceilent su
companied by rgs.  That
| mount it had been intended to expend

\

i
twerty-five shill

row lthauk you,
“as !
nery. sc-
a-
ina
| writing case ; but as he prayed a second thought
Yy them- | arose in his fiiend’s mitd that pertaps at ;uchi
selves in some cure, make their Sibbath sermon, | & time cash would be more serviceable to bim. |
and instead af arousing their h-arers, lull them | The same day a lady-of another Church, who

Resigned to the burden m bear,

) Bat longing to triumph with thee :

"Tis goo! at thy word to be bere,
"Tw betrer in thee to be gone,
An see thee in glory appear,
And rise 1o » share in by throne.

To mourn for thy coming is sweet,
To weep at thy longer delay :
But thou, whom we hasten to meet,
Sbait chase all our sorrows awsy.
The tears shall be wiped from our eyes,
{ When thee we bebold in the cloud,
. And echo the joys of the skies,
And shoat 10 the trampet of God.” 2

at times had been severe in ber stric'urcs upon | =Central Christian Advocate.

tbe thunder of his exhortation, sent sn enrnest |
He did
| 80, and with deep fecling spoke to ber of the
| things of Jesus. At the farewell the alipped nI X —
sovereign into his hend, ard insisted upon in‘ Sel'ion of the

request that he wonid call upon her.

scceptance. Five shillings were

Mr. Collins remarked tv me.

yet wanling

that my Father would eend them.'

* He was about to mount the cosch.—
That last crown hos not come. Wil it ?

¢ Mr. Coliins,’ said the Rev. M. Rayner, * I
just occurred to me that upor the * Narrative
of William Goolsel,) wuich we j)in ly pahlish-
ed there is a balance of ten shiliiigs profit, baif
is righteous'y yours ; tere it is.’

So, with the last mite of the sum in his px?n
he mounted tne coacn, and found in that ans-
twer 10 prayer swest solace amid the heari
breakiog farewel's cf his friends. Ho writes :

¢ As the vehicls j0lled on, looking up to
heaver, I seid, ¢ Father thou art true ; thou
art all sufficient ; thou art mine. Since thou
givest thysell to me ] will no: be caSt down, be-
caure thou cullest me (o leave thy children.—
Whetker I go east, or west, or north or south
I will be at thy work. From thes no (::xungr
of place can separate me. In thee have I friend-
ship and wealib.—Tnouart all I need for time

——moes

or through eternity ; snd since thou art iy
portion, in thee will I be content. %
The Glory of Heaven.

A s'orm rore suddenly from the west, thun.
ders crashed aloag the 'ky, lightnings flashed
and bickered across the bosom of the storm
The rain descended in torrents, and fieres winds
drove the clouds esstward. In a f-w minutes
the clouds were riven, ths sun looked forth and
rainbows spanned the eastern hemisphere. Pen-
sively thivking of dear ones we #at lnokiag vpon
the gloricus scenery, when our scui was filed
with praise at beholding the glory of God.

Gssing thus upon the sky at sunset, and siog-

ing * Sweet Home"
thoughts from wandering away,

we eon'd rot keep our
‘ Beyond the clonds beyond the tomb.'

to the beauti’ul world whicn Jesus called * My

Father's House.”

The sky was gorgeously arrayed in elouds of
many shapes and hues. Just before us in the
west they were parted and the sky was smooth
88 & molten sea of silver, or of glass. Porhaps
it resembled the sza of glas« which John saw out-
spreading before the throne of God. There was
& silvery band near the lowest bank of * Vermei
tinted” clouds, then a wide channel of glass re-
splendent with various tints, and then a gilt zoge
gloriously fivished up the upper back ground of
the pictare. Above this rese clouds at first qaite
dense, fringed with gold and silver, then deep.
ening into crimson, then sofiened info piuk,
then a soft yellow or bronze, then flicces of
clouds like rainbows -evanishing into the blue
vault at the zenith. Between the rift ciouds ap-
peared pstches of the deep sky of green and blue
snd white, fringed with royal purjle and gold.
Banks of the blue-black clouds rose up like
mountains away to the north and south, srd as
the sun sank down the colors melted into a soft
silvery gray, and soon the intente colors of the
western horizon were all dissolved into the mo-
dest hues of night. Venus shone out botween
the clouds near the horizon, and the cresceny
mocn hung in the heavens above shedding ber
soft lustre over all. Fieecy clonds now spresd
over the sky, then discolved, and then left the
whole hemisphere gemmed with stars, while up
near the zenith Saturn displayed his glorious
light. Beyond these crystal rivers and olouds,
far, far away some where in illimitable space, is
God's throve and the Coristian's home. What
glory rests on Zion to night! With Charles

* Even now we taste the pleasures there ;

A cloud of spic; odork comes
Boft wafted by the balmy\air,
Sweeter than Araby’s perfumes ;

From Zion's top the breezes blow,
And cheer us in the vale below."

If this evening God’s works seen by mortals
are so besutiful, how glorioys must be the city,
of Ged, the heavenly Jerusalem !

The light of the new city shives *like unto s
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone
clear ss crystal.” Ouce in & while we go into a
splendid store near our cflice to ree the many
beautiful thicgs made by th~ deft fiogers of men,
and there we admire most of a!l the display of
precicus stones. Whe'her there-stores hear the
same names as those of the Reovelations ve do
vot know, but they are of exceeding beauty, and
some of them are very precious cors’de; d as to
their commercia! valus. A small dismond pia
we are toid is worth eleven hundred dollars, snd
the values of others are immecse. But the foun.
dations of the wall of ths city are garaished with
all manner of precinus stones. How shall we
sdmire the jasper, sapphire, cbalcedony, emer.
ald, sardooyx, sardius, chrysolite, beryl, the to-
paz, chrysopracus, jacioth, and tte smethys: of
the walle! How wonder at the gates of pearl!
How walk through the streets of gold in the
light of the Lamb, rejsicing with a!l the redeem-
ed! “The nations of them that are saved s1a!
walk in the light of it.” Above a!l the g'ocies
of the City of God, above all its wealh, and sli
its musie;"we shall prige the preveace of Jesus.
He reigns there, his triumph is complete, his
glory uochangesbie, He is Kng of kings and
Lord of lords. Such views of heaven fitl up our
oup of joy. We can sfford to wait snd work
until Jesus comes again, Earth is bedutiful, its
birde, flowers, seas, plains, rivers, rivalets, cas
cades, mountaius, all are beautiful or grand. We
edmire all these, love all, but dea*h with silent
wing passes along by our dwellng and we feel
his cold toach, and from it shrink away, and
strive to find the eternal hilis, the everiasing
fountains, the unchangeable home.. O Jesus !

* Thou knowest, in the spirit of prayar,

We long thy appearing to see,

‘I said no word to any creature, but fel. sure |

Beligions Juteligncr, g,

and Swiss
| Conference of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church.

| The German and Swiss Coaference met in
| Berlin, the Prussian capital, on Thureday, June
[ 17th, in the new chapel in the Junkersteasse.
The session pas opened with the reading of the
Scriptures by De. Jacoby, and prayer by him
| #nd sever! other members of the Conference.—
C. H Doering was elected President, svd E.
Gebbardt, Secretary. Ths ususl standing Com-
mittees were appoiated. A fraternsl commu-
nicatioo. from the French Wesleyan Confer-
ence was read and a committes appoiated to
reply to it. Measures wore ‘adopted for the
formation ot musical associations in connection
with the diff-reat charges, for the promotion of
congregational singing throughout the Confer-
ence. Resolutions were passed looking toward
the founding of desconess establishments In such
parts of the Conference where they may be
deemed advisable. These institutions already
existin the Germun State Churches, 4nd bave
sccomplished. a vast amount of good, by edu-
cated care of the sick, wounded, and infirm.—
So far as we know, the only Methodist church
which was taking a practiosl step in this diren-
tion is that in Frankfort-on-the-Main, whers
several deaconessess, who bave passed through
s special training, are members, and are in con-
staot demand io families needing careful pury-
ing.

D:is Marey and Norris, and Mr. Mauller,- of
Californis, were introduced to the Conference.
Rev. Dr, Schafl, of New Yoak, was elso ittro-
duced and requested 1o dine with the Coufer-
ence and make an after dinner address. Ia his
remarke he explained the object of his mission
to Germaony, which was to promote an Earepe-
an inierest in the American Session: of ‘the
Evengelical Allisnce to be he!d in New York
in 1870. He bad already been very successful
in Great Britsin, Hollaod, and Franee, and ex-
pressed the bope .thet the German Cburch
would send a strong delegation to Americs.—
His whole sddress abounded in expressions of
tbe most catholis, and werm-hesrted character,
and s glowing tribute to the labors of the Meth-
odist Chureh in bebalf of ecolesiastioal freedom,
tbe enlightenment of the masses, and the relig-
ious training of children, Seversl addsssses
were msde by members of the Conferevce ap-
preciative of De. Schaffs, labors in the Uagited
States, particularly in_behalf of the Sabbeth.

Resolutions of condolence with, De. Harst
were pasted, he baving been suddenly sum-
woned home by the desthof his only. deugh-
ter. A volume of sermons, containiag two by
each member of the Conference, was erdered
for publicstion before Christmas, and.te be pre-
pared under the editorial supervision of the fac-
ulty of the Martin Mission Igstitute. - The. Rev.
Mr. Nippert was requested to prepare a brief
sketeb, historical and.otherwise, of the Iogti-
tate. The Examining Committes on the losti-
tute, through its Chairman, A, Lulsberger, pre-
sented their report, in which the progress and
promise of the students, ss eyinoed by their late
exsmivations, were bighly commended. A res-
olution was pessed requesting the North Ger-
man Confederation to grant our Churb corpor-
sterights. This will be an important step, if
only successful ; and there is but _little dosbt
that such will be the case, for Bismark bas. on
more than one occasion interested himsslf in
our movements, aod relisved our preachers from
the unwarranted obstructions placed is . their
wey by the police suthorities. Dr, Nast'elarg-
er Catechism was recommended. by the Confer-
ence for genersl use. A communication to the
Conferecce, numerously signed, from the Ger-
man Church of Paris, represented the steius
of the Socie'y there, and requesied the return
of Rev. W. Bchwarz as Pastor.

Tue services of the week were very interest-
ing, and tbe attendance increased from evening
to eveniog. Without doubt, the session will
prove of great sdvantsge to our cause inthe
great politicsl and literary centre of Nosth Ger-
meny. Sermons were delivered by De. Sohaf,
Messsrs. Schwarz, Nipp:rt, ‘Kiusnet, Peulus,
and Messmer, and a lectute on ¢ Oar view of the
Chareh,” by A. Bu!sberger.  Four preaghers
were received on trial, snd two were admisted
into full conpection. The Conference Mission-
ary S:rmon was delivered by Rev. W. Nuelsen,

Iul Zurich, Bwiizerland, at the old Methedistio

| hour of #ix o’clock A. M. !

| Statistics : Members, 5396 (incrense of 580);
| probationers,1560 (increase of 43) { local preach-
er’s, 29 ; teavelling preachers, 35; Chiarch
property, 330,740 thalers. Collections : Pgach-
ers’ aid Buciety, 476 thalers; Missions, 288 the-
lers ; Martin Mission Instituis, 1744 thalers ;
New York Mission House, 143 thalers. These
are the prioeipal receipts, but the sum total is
22 684 thalers sbove the total for the Confer-
ence year of 1868.—Christian Advocate.

Mexico.

We Lave already referred to the wonderful
work in progress in Mexico, and also to Miss
Rinkin under whose labors the wark com-
menced. We present the following extract
from one of her recent letters, and though
somewhat lengthy, it will be read with interest :

Not since the glorious days of Martin Luther,
in which Divine truth electrified the Glinded
subjects of the apostste church into & new life,
has there been a more remarkable exemplifica-
ﬁrno!iupounqihunm'hnuin‘h
M.xico at 1he present time. It is truly gratify.
ing 10 see with what satisfaction these long de-
luded followers of Rome taks the precious
truths of God’s Word into their fumost heatts.

All ages and conditions are alike influsnced by




