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A VESPER HYMN.

To Thee, O Lord, to Thee, O Christ,
I raree my soul, I lift my lite;

That they may never be enticed
To dwell again midst earthly strife.

A faulty life, a feeble soul,
I lay them at thy sacred feet;
Nor need to Thee the list unroll
Of stains that make them all unmect.

Thou knowest them, yet sayest ‘‘ Come ;"

The while Thou look’st with loving eyes,
Dark seli-despair must needs be dumb,
Nor dare I quite myseli despise.

. Thy garment’s fringe yet giveth grace,

Memorial still of love's great law; *
And those who scarce dare seek Thy face,
May eling to this with tender awo.

I must go forth at break of day,

To work amidst the world awhile;
1must go ferth—but not to stay—

Still held and draw me with Thy emile.

For seek I beauty, love, high thought,
They have their home in this pure air;

Bat dim reflections, dearly brough:,
Faint, broken gleams of light are there.

Theretore, dear Lord, to bind me fast,
To me thy love's glad radianes show ;

And while the workirg hours flow past,
Let life and soul still keep the glow;

Nor ever to return be slack,

Though fair earth-love
weaves ;

But pightly to thy feet fly back,
Like birds that build beneath church-eaves.
F. G. WiLsoN, in Sunday Magazine.

sweet lurement |

* Numbers xv. 38, 39.

From the Methodist Recorder.
PASTORS - AND PEOPLE:
A Sermon for the Season, preached in Shef-
Jield, September 1, 1872,
BY THE REV. JOHN 8. PAWLYN.

“ Brethren, pray for us, that the Word of the
Lors may have free course and be glorified; and
that we may be delivered from wicked and un-
reasonable men.”’—3 Thess. iii. 1, 2.

Methodiets, like the Jews, have their sacred
Of the former, to-
day is the opening Sabbath. Hundreds of min-
isters to-day commence their mission in the cir-
cuits to which they have been appointed.
Though partings‘are painful alike to preachers
and to people, yet as a whole our system of
itinerancy is beneficial in its results. The suc-
cessive changes break in upon the dangerous
inertia s0 apt to steal upon the churches, and
afford to them successive starting-points. A
change of circuit removes-the minister from the
faults and failures of the past; it sweeps away
the obstructions that may have gatberéd around
bis path; it enables him with quickened hopes
and refurbished arms to go forth to the battles
of the Lord. A chsnge of ministers oftea
arouses the expectations of the church; like a
bugle-call it brings up to the rallying point of
duty ; it increases the momentum of its divine
activities.. Brethren, let this, the first Sabbath
of the year, be a new starting-poiat to us.

.Behind us is the irreparable past; with us the

available present; before us the hopeful future.

* As ministers, we, to-day, renew our fealty to

Christ ; we devote ourselves to Him and to you
So doing we have a claim on
your sympathy and prayers: ‘* brethren, pray
for us, tbat the Word of the Lord may have
free course and be glorified.”

I. MixisTERIAL ASPIRATIONS. - What are
they ? * That the Word of the Lord may bave
free course,” or, as the margin has it, ‘‘ may

“‘run aod be glorified.” Paul penned these
‘words in _classic Corinth.

In this city he labor-
od for some time in the Gospel; but that he
might not be ** chargeable to any,” he sbode

in the house of Aquila and Priscilla, and belped

in their bandierait; **tor by their occupation
they were tent-makers.” Corinth was far-
famed for its Isthmian games, and it is a figure
borrowed thereirom that the Apostle here em-
ploys. Imagination can call up the possible
incident which suggested it. In the workshop
of Aquila he had been toiling all the day, and
now, st night, he is engaged in writng his
second epistle to the beloved though erring
Chuich at Thessalonica. While so employed
loud and confused noises from the streets fall
upon his ear, and disturb the current ot bis
thoughts. He hears the rumble of chariot
wheels, the strains of music and of song, the
tramp ot multitudes of feet, the shouting ot the
people as they conduet the successiul athlete
to their bomes. What charm has all this rev-
slry for Pacl? Nooe. There was 2 time
when it would have been fascinating to his
young and fiery heart—when, bad the rules of
the games allowed, prompted by natural ardour
and national vanity, he would perhaps have
entered the lists and pressed with the fleete:t
to the gaol; but now sweeter pleasures flood
his soul, nobler aspirations animate Lis breast,
and the famous games of Greece serve only to
give torceful expression to the great desires
swelling up within him. - An athiete rises before
bis mental vision, of birth divine, of fairness
beyond that of the sons of man, of energy un-
tiring, and bolding blessing in his hands. That
athlete is the Word of God. Just as the Isth-
mian stadium was cleared ef every obstacle,
so Paul longed and prayed for every hindrance
%0 be removed {rom the Gospel's onward-press-
ing feet. Just as the athlete bent every energy
and swiftly reached the goal, so Paul longed
and prayed for the Gospel to advance in its
beneficent mission to mankind. Brethren,
““pray that the Word of the Lord may have
{ree course "—1. e., an unobstructed stadium—
that it ** nay run and. be glorified "—not by
“tbe plaudits bi a gay, thonghtless multitude, but
by the hosannaha of beaven, and of & world re-
deemed and disentbralled.
You will obscrve, then, bretbren, that,
stripped of i figure, Paul's most earnest
aspirations were for the advancement of the
Gospel. Tlere ip a‘'wondrous power in words.
€. Paul was not insensible thereto. Often
bid bis ear been eharmed by the voice of Phil-
atophr, “ musieal as is Apollo's lute;” eften
bad his beart been fired by the wisard-tongue
of llsquwﬁam g souree, kindlier in]

—=a benevolence culminating in the cross. In
the morning of his lite be had groped in the
mase of Judaic tradition, but, on the oceasion
of his memorable journey to Damascus, he
found the elue, and it lod him to the sacrificial
tree. There the shadows were chased away
and the true light dawned upon his eoul. There
be:discerned the keystone of the arch of truth,
and the goodly fabric, before broken and seat-

bis grateful gaze. Thenoeforth ** the Word of
thé Lord " spoke in sweetest tones, not from
the eloud-crowned crest ot 8inai, but from Cal-
vary's sacred shrine. Type asd shadow, altar
and sacrifice, he eaw all pointed there, and
patriarchs, priests, and proptets found there
the secret of their services aud the burden of
their songs. Lastly, to the Apostle the ‘*“Word
of the Lord™ was the ‘ power of God wunto
salvation "—the chosen instrument of emnipo-
tent saving grace. e saw, with teartul eye,

|the world in rebeilion agsinst the authority

divine, spurning heaven’s mercies and defyifig
almightiness to do ita worst; and the Gospel
be recogunised as the ‘‘ sword of the Spirit "—
the only weapon God-will use to conquer traitor
souls-and briag them in willing vassalage te
the feet of Jesus Christ. He beheld mankind
stricken with the mortal plague ot sie, all
buman nostrums powerless to give relief ; and
the Gospel he koew to be the true medicine of
souls, *‘the balm of Gilead,” the sovereign
panacea ior the moral aiiments of the world.
Thus recoguising the authority, the power, and
the blessings of the * Word of God,” can we
wonder that Paul longed and prayed for its
diffusior among mankicd ? ¢ Brethren, pray
that the Word of the Lord may be uahindered
—that it may run and be glorified ;" run as the

on the drop; run as the physician rums to try
to save the sufferer who has taken poison in-
stead of food ; run as the river runs, sweeping
away all obstacles, deepaning in its channel,
widening in its way, aad scattering life and
beauty in its onward rapid course.

Such, my brethren, were the earnest aspira-
tions of the Apostie’s heart; and what are
ours—our hope, our aim, our daily prayers—
are they not that the ** Word of the Lord may
bave free course and be glorified ? " The true
minister can never be satisficd with the attem-
tion or even with the praises of the Church ; he
longs to see God's work revive and souls being
brought to Christ. We rejoice in thé proots
of the divine presence in our midst; we are
grateful for the souls which bhave recently
espoused themselves to Jesus; nevertheless,
God’s work does not prosper as it ought to do,
and it behoves us to find the reasons why.
The natural attitude, the instinctive action of
the ** Word of the Lord,” is running, and
run it will assuredly unless it be hindered in ite
way. DBrethren, let me say solemnly, sorrow-
fully, but unhesitatingly, that the hindrance is
in ourselves. May God show us where it is,
and help us to remove it! Perhaps it way be
found in religious unsociableness. There is
nothing more likely to induce a stranger to re-
peat his visit to the sanctuary than to be
courteously received and kindly spoken to; on
the other hand, there is nothing we are more
slow to do than to extend to a stranger the
right hand of Christian fellowship. Social eti-
quette is needful in the social world, but when
we allow it to invade the sanctuary. and keep
back the hand of Christiaa greeting, it hinders
the ** Word of the Lord.” The conduct of
many professors of religion in never welcoming
the stranger to the house of God, fiads its par-
allel in the folly of the Frenchman who would
not try to save a drowning man became he had
never had the honor of 8 formal intreduction.
Perhaps the hindrance may be found in relig-
ious caste, pride of positien, or pride of wealth
—pride which forgets that in the sanctoary all
are equal ; that God looketh on the heart, and
not on the gay equipage nor the plethoric purse.
Perbaps the hindrance may be found in world-
ly-mi worldly-minded manifested
in feverish graspings after this world’s good,
in foolish amusements and vanity of dress—
worldly-miridedness which,Janus-headed, turns
on face dreamily towards heaven, but the other
very sharply towards the world. Whatever
the special hindrances may be, there are cer-
tainly in our midst sad evidences of spiritual su-
pineness, prayerlessness, neglect of the means
of grace; and these are destructive of the
means of lite, and retard the work of God.
Brethren, let us clear the course—let us trem-
ble at the thought of being stumbling-blocks in
the way of immortal souls. To confirm our
good resolutions, and to secure us strength to
carry them into operation, let us seek earnestly
for holiness of heart. Come once more with
me to Calvary, and, clasping the blood-stained
cross, beseech: *‘ Create in we a clean heart,
O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and
uphold me with thy free spirit ; then "—do you
not see how usefulness is the outgrowth of sanc-
tity ? ** then will I teach transgressors thy ways,
and sinners shall be converted unto Thee.” O
my brethren, clear the course ! give the Gos-
pel-athlete room ! speed it on ! echo its words !
wrestle in prayer until maltitudes are saved !
O, that *‘glorious things” may soon be
spoken of this ** city ot our God,” and angels
bovering over thousands of newly-saved ones
sing: ** These and those were born there.”

1I. MixisTEriaL Hixpraxces.—Brethren,
pray that we may be delivefed from unreason-

Aad

_| able and wicked men. Mén answering to this

description did their utmost to oppose the ex-
tension of the truth. Jews and Gentiles alike,
unable to answer bis powerful words, flung
upon him the raillery ot contempt, or sought
by violent perseeution to drive him from their
cities. For his own personal danger or discom-
fort the Apostle nothing cared ; se that Jesus
was honoured he was content to be abased;
but the strenuous and eomstamt opposition of
« unreasonable and wicked mea” diminished

i q;;it. more potaet in ite infiagnee thas o

e

tesed, uprosp in heavenly proportions before |

sublimest words which ever flowed from mortal ' his asefulness, and therefors grieved his beart.
lips, he held the ** Word of the Lord.” That | He desired deliversnce theretrom, not by be-
Word he recognised as the voice of Divine |ing removed to some more congenial sphere
authority, the arbiter of dispute, the revelation | of labour, if sush a ephern cewid possihly be
of heaven; too sscred to be excised from, | found; not by his opponents being sweps ;v.y
too perfect to need addition; the mandate in- | in judgment ; but by the defest of their malice,
contestable in its claims wpon the homage and ' above all by their being converted to she truth.
obedience of the world. That word te Paul Brethrea, the age of persecution has passed
was also the expression of divine benevolence {any. 8t least in this onr lsnd; mevertheless,

wicked and uareasosable men om every side
abound. The wickedoess and unressonsbleness
of the world we shall not contemplate, but con-
fine eur attention to two or three phases of us-
reasonablesess found within the senctuary—
unreasonablecess grievons to the heart of the
minister, aad binderiag to the work of Ged.

It is unreasonable o be more jealows of the

own. This remark at first may seem superfle-
ous, but more careful consideration will show
us its needfulness. There i & generstion
among the churches which, blind te ite own
faliings, is eagle-eyed to dissover tauite in oth-
ers. Persons belonging to this clase rarely see
things as they are; when they look at the fail-
ings of others they uwse the microscope, and
thus greatly magnify; but they reverse the
glass, and s0 minity, whea they contemplate
their own. This, we contead, is absurdly wue-
reasodable,’ yes, it is uncharitable toe; fer,
where the eye is swift to notice or te imagine
faults, the tongue is usually trusipet-tomed to
publish them abroad. Brethren, reasen oad
brotherhood alike demaad that, while we are
quick to write condemaatioa on nn;ln-, we
shall be ready.to spplaud the virtues and cast
over the failings of others the wantle of Chriss-
like charity. ZEsop, whese falles charmed
our childbood, is said te have wors suspeaded
from his neck two bags, one ia froat aand the
other bebind. Whed asked the reason for this
strange addition to his costume, the cynic am-
swered: ‘‘ Into this bag in front I put my
meighbour’s excellencies, for I love o0 bave
them bufore my tace, aud ia the bag bebiad I
hide my neighbour’s faults.”  Oh for more ef

Lord.
courier runs who bears a message from the |nacbed when persons make the real o- faneied

Zsop's charity among the followers of the
The climax of unressomableness 13

Sovereign to the criminal who stands trembling | inconsistencies of others aa excuse for severing

| their conneetion with the Chuareb, or for hold-

ing aloof therefrom. The Chareh is ti e school
ot Cbrist. ** Yes, but some of the scholars
hiave not yet reacbed perfection and appear ua-
apt to learn; therefore I prefer to remain in
ignorance without. The Church prociaims de-
liverance. *‘ Yes, but those whe stretch out
their hands to weicome and to help are not im-
maculate ; therefore I refuse their aid and re-
ject deliverance.” The Church spreads a gra-
cious feast. *‘ Yes, but amoung those who sit
down to eat thereof I perceive some garments
are not white; therefore, though bungry, I de-
cliae togat.” The Chureh is the army of the
linng God; the enemy is>mear. Hark! the
trumpet is sounding for the soldiers of Imman-
uel to close their ranks and press forward to
the charge. * Yes, but & comrade offended
me ; therefore I drew dowa my weapons and
deserted from the Church.” Brethren, as a
Church we are- not perfect; we have never
claimed to be s0; there is saddening need for
preachers and people to ‘ weep between the
porch and the altar,” and to ery *‘ Spare thy
people, O Lord, and give not thise beritage
to reproach; ** but this faet should never lead
to the neglect nor the abandonment of personal
duty. He who suffers the shortcomings of
others to binder his joining bimself to God and
to the Cbhurch, is a traitor to the Lord and to
the highes: intercsts of his immortal soul, and
in the great judicial day, every eXcuse unlist-
tened to, shall receive the traitors’ doom.

2. It is unreasonable to make one’s own pre-
ference the true standard of pulpit escellence.
God has stamped his Word and works with rich
variety. In natare, land and sea, hill and dale,
giant tree and tiny flower, beast and bird and
creeping thing, present themselves in variable
aad beautiful profusion. In the Word divine
almost every form ot composition may be found,
from the sweet rimplicity of hii's Gospel nar-
rative,to Isaiah's princely peridds and Esekiel's
fiery flights. The same variety is also seen
in man’s mental capacities and pewers. Some
minds find a stern joy in grappling with intel-
Jectual difficulties ; others grow bewildered by
their first attempt at recondite thought. Some
believe truth *‘ unadorned, adorned the most ;"
others, with more imaginative power, think
facts are not less forcetul because flung from the
lips of eloquence, nor truth less beautiful when
garlanded with flowers. These differences of
mental capabilities and tastes may be found in
every congregation, and herein one of the ex-
cellencies of the Methodist ministerial system
may be found—the variety of demand is usual-
ly met by a variety of supply. Ttis excellen-
cy, is by & tew regarded as a fanlt. These
persons bave their own ideal of ministerial ex-
cellence, and, forgetful or careless of the dit-
ferent ideale of others, would mould all minis-
ters to their own particular tastes. A preference
is perfectly allowable ; tbat style ot preaching
will always be most appreciated which is most
in barmony with the hearer's tastes and sympa-
thies ; but to make ome’s own preferencs, irre
spective of the preferences of otbers, the one
standard of pulpit excelleace, 18 unreasonsble
and upjust. As reasonably might one wish to
dest:oy all the rich variety of nature—irim-
ming the trees one shape, dyeiag the flowers
one tint, and making the birds, from the rook
to the nightingale, sing in unisoa—as wish te
make all miisters alike. ‘ There are diversi-
ties of gifts, but the same Spiriv.” What is
needed i» our pulpits is not umiformity, but
spiritualised naturality ; for a preacher to be
natural, but for all his powers to be baptised,
permeated, and animated by the influence of
the Holy Ghost. Though filled with the sgme
wind, yet each pipe in an organ bas its ows
distinctive sound, and its biended sounds make
barmony; 80 should the mimisters of Jesus
Christ—filled with the same divine afflatus, but
each in his own note, bis own distisctive style
—proclaim their Master's name] and in the
ear of God the union of their voices shall make
barmony more sweet than the songs of seraphs
and the harpings ef barpers before bis throme.

8. It is unreasomabic to empect [prevperity
and yet make no personal offori. There ase
not a fow in every eongregstion whe manifest

this unreasonableness, both in respest 0 theiry

CAristian consistency of eothers than of om-'e |

ezperience and the general extension of the
Charch. They coms to the house of God, but
they leave their thoughts in the home, the shop,
the counting-house ; the Word falls usbeeded

on their ears; the congregation is dismiseed,

and ae they homewsrd bead their steps we hear
them say :  Ab, the sermon was very dull this
morning ; not much food for one’s soul.” Soul!
the maa's soul was not mear the place ; when he
came he left that in the world. Preaching is
not like sn electric shock or a surgical opera-
tion—something performed on the hearer inde-

be balts, he looks down, his beart bas failed
bim, he seems about to descend ! The fate of
the child hangs in the balsades; the people
hold their breath ; but suddenly a shout breaks
upon the feartul silesce: ‘* Cheer him! cheer
bim forward! Then, like the sound of many

waters, cheer afier cheer arises, and the man, 'ness, & very great ene? But look over the re- |

enperved with new courage by the sound,
duhlonpdhhulm-til. from amid

discourse.” Did be think the preacher would
expect it, sad would be watching for it in the
prayer? Doee sot such a prayer stare the
worship betweea God and the preacher P Ard
oven if it does not, would it not be still better
tojavoid such an sppearance P Is it mot a little-

ligious weeklies. Rua over the ocerrespond
ence, from city sad couatry, ssd particularly

sult. An intelligent, thorough going Baptist
allows nothing to come between him and the
Bible. On this he plants himself square.
Here, I stand,’ he says, ‘sohelp me God "

A Methodist, on the other band
bolds thet Wasley was called ot Providence as
much as Paul was called of Christ; ard he bas
derived his distinctive habit ot thoughbt, and
feeling, and acting, mainly from the former.

smoke and fire and tottering walls, he brings from the camp-meetings. Maay of (hpu;-ille believes the Methodist Church to be a
the child and lays him in his fatber's ‘arms.' graphs are takea up with fulsome descriptions | special cbild ot Providence, and he accepts the

| Brethren,

sinners are dying om every side; hell of the sermoms. Such a brother * preached | changes within it which have so transformed

pendent of bis efforts; to be of profit the is drawing nigh, and we have beea sent -itii the sermen of the meeting ;" another was ** able | it from il simple beginnings, and are steadily

| mind must be prepared to recsive it, attestion

?“Nb‘bmiﬂ.m-m&d

[, and

i being, sad redaes it te practice in

' Brethres, ** take beed how ye hear.”
[ ]

bave been esteemed as tragrant beaten-oil of
the sanctuary bad the heart of the hearer been
im a better receptive state.

Is is not unesual, again to hear com-
plaints concerning the state of the work of
God. The fault is commonly laid to the min-
isters, and to those who take an active part in
the operations ot the Charch. Itisa sgnifi-
eaot fact that such complaints, as a rule, pro-
eced from those whose piety is of a very feeble
type; from those whe valve the sanctuary and
the social means of grace so lightly that the
olightest excuse suffices for their absence ; trom
those who accomplish but little work for God ;
in fact, from the moral droves who expect to
eat the honey and yet add nothing to its store.
Dr. Adam Clarke wsed to say that nothing so
effectually hindered the work of God as relig-
ious grumbling—moaning one to asother about
the condition of the Church, and doing but lit-
tle to make it better. Brethres, do mot fall
into the error of supposing that your ministers
are your proxies, paid to do the work which
rightly devolves on you. To secure church
prosperity there mwust be the co-operatioas of
individeal effort. Now, as in the days of Hes-
ekiah, the sacrifices are too many for she priests
to flay; the work is too much for the miuisters
to do alose ; and we urge our ‘‘ brethren, the
Levites,” to come torward to our aid. On this
the first Sabbath of our sacred year, obedient
to the command of Jesus we cast out our nets
again: Ssbbath after Sabbath as the year re-
volves, we shall labor for and expect souls te
be canght in the Gospel meshes, and earnestly
we beckon you to come and draw the treasure
to the land.” *‘ Behold, I say unto you, lift up
your eyes, and look on the ficlds; for they are
white slready to harvest.” As ministers to day

' the Gospel in our haads, God's wnfailing fire-
| escape, 1o smatch them from their doom.

faith must assimilate it into one’s moral ** But who is sufficient for theeo things ?” Ob. | third heaves.” Under one ‘* the people shout-
daily U-.‘w““hm of our|ed aloud, and the camp-ground wae wrapt in 8
r.” Many | great respoasibilities, feeling our insaficiency, | blase of giory,” while snother wasmerely ** of-
sermon has been ill reported of that would| our hearts do often falter and our bands bang ' fective,” and & half a desen pthers, unforte-

down. Cheer us on! Cheer ns by your sym-
pathy, your smile, your prayers, your active
belp. Brethren, cheer ue ! Cheer we on ! and
from the fires of threatesed retribution sinners
shall be saved, and amid the rejoicings of the
angels led to the Father's arms.

PUFFING THE CLERGY.

The clerical office is a positien of great
| elevation, and hence alse t damger.
| Foibles in other mea become offences, it not
| erimes, in preschers. Their ealling putes into
their mouths the highest pessible themes—
| those, namely, that relste te the future werld,
'and to Ged bimeelt. Their voeatios brings
{men te the bar of comscience, and sddes the
| sanction of divine penmaities to the obligations
ot reason. The very tfact of their heavenly
[ calling is & temptation to the people not to deal
| with them as with other men; and yet when
| they sin they fall under popular reprobstion as
no other class possibly cas. They are meas-
ured by the sanctity of their profession instead
ot the feebleness of humsn mnature. When
they succeed in their ministration is the pulpit,
snd the success is & genuine ose, they deserve
praise, and are ouly toe sure to wia it. If the
bearers were wise as well as sincere, tbeir
praise might be harmless ; so it might be if the
preacher were wholly destitule ot vanity. Bat
God bas thrust out irto the ministry men of
like passions with their brethren.

Besides, if the hearer has gone to church
covered up with his business: and his cares, or
sinking under doubt or sore temptation, and
the preach hould d in drawing him
out of the slough, of diffusing about bim an

we lead forth the reapers, and the binders and
the gleasers to their toil; but what are some in
the Charches doing? Oh ! they are lying in the
bedgerows, they are basking in the sun; they
are deing sothing-but murmuring agsinst those
who are toiling in the field. Let sach unreas-
onable men “* keep silence in the churches "—
Jet them cast off their garments of self-ease
and jom in the work of the Lord !

Come, labour on !
Who dare stand idle on the harvest plain,
While all around him waves the golden grain,
And to each servant does the Master say;

* Go, work to-day.”

Come, labor on,

To toil is pleasant, the reward is suro,

Blessed are they who to the end endure,

How fuall their joy, how deep their rest shall be,

O Lerd wish Thee.

III. Tae MixisTERIAL MBSSAGE TO THE
Caurca.—** Brethren, pray for us.” Prayer
is power. It is not, as Professor Tyndall im-
piously asserts, an apostrophe of blind, uncon-
scious nature—a wail flung to the viewless
winds ; it is an appeal to the sympathetic heart
and resistless arm of the living, loving God.
Science may bind continent to contineat by the
nerve of iron, through which, swifter than the
lightning’s, wing, tlash words of weal or woe;
put prayer links earth to heaven by an unseen
mystic cable through which, inthe twinkling ot
an eye, the aspirations of the soul ascend, and
the answer is vouchsafed. Like the bow ef
Jonathan and the sword of Saal, prayer, earn-
est, heart-felt, never retarneth empty, but
flushed ‘with heavenly spoil. The highest exer-
cise of prayer 1s intercession. Therein, on the
winge of charity as well as faith, the soul
ascends beyond itself in its anxiety for others;
therein it catches most fully the spirit ot Jesus,
our great High Priest, who, not for himseli but
others, ever lives to intercede. Paul, a man
of noble imtellect, lofty culture, and withal
divinely inspired, felt the need ot the Church's
prayers ; then how much more do we, who are
pot endowed with such distinguished gualifica-
tions P  Reiterating the apostolic words,
«« Brethren, pray tér us,” the object of Satan’s
special eamity, who desireth to have us ** that
be may sift us.as wheat,” pray for us that we
may never discredit our boly office, nor dis
bomour the name of Christ. Sustaining the
most oserous 1esponsibilities, obliged to speak
oftentimes when nature shrinks thereirom, often
filled with trepidation when to you we appear
most brave—** pray for us, that utterance may
be given usto us, that we may open our mouths
beldly, to make known the mystery of the
Gospel ; for which,” though in another sense
than that of the Apostis, we are too often
« gmbassadors im bonds.” Knowing that the
great end of our ministry is to save souls, that
without this all else will be as mothing, oh!
«« pray for us " that we may be gloriously suc-
oessful. In the sscred retirement of your
bomes, when you gatber your families around
the domestic altar, in your tocial means of
grace, silently while listening to the Word,
¢ intreat the Lerd " in our bebali—pray for the
coaversion of souls. To-day we go forth again
sgainst the Awmalekites of hell; while Joshua
fights and Moses holds up the sacred rod,
sppealing to God in bebalf of man, and to man
in behalf of Ged—we look to you to help our
efforts and to sustain our bands by prayer.

How terrible was the conflagration at Chica-
go s few menths since ! Then, to snatch families
trom fiery death, deeds of valour were perform-
ed greater than ever achieved on blood-stained
battle fields. From s burning building all the
iamates have been rescued—all save one! for
from lip to lip there passes the agonising cry,
+¢ A child is in the house "’ A brave man rush-
o8 forward to the rescue; rung after rung of
the ladder be presses beneath his teet, bat the

smoke i» dense sround him, and the forked |puffed
hnu leap out as if impatient to deveur. S«,‘

t bere of celestial certainty, and for the
time almost making snother man of bim, an|
acknowledgment of the service is but mlurd{
and proper. But the scknowledgment too oftén
comes in the form of mere eulogy. Instead’ of
speaking of doubts removed, or darkness dis-
pelled, gratitude takes the form of a compli-
ment, and the pastor hears of & ‘‘ grand ser-
mon,” a *“ splendid effort,” ‘‘ one of the best
discourses ever delivered im this charch.”
These ** testimonies,” frequently repeated, are
in danger, by and by, of becoming a necessity,
and the preacher is liable to depression when
they are not forthcoming. An sppetite for
praise is created, which even a good conscience
and a sense of intellectual ability cannot satis-
fy, and the preacher is obliged to angle for a
compliment. To such a man the sense of fail-
ure in a sermon becomes a source of humilia-
tion for a whole week. e have known strong
and popular men whose wretchedness on such
oecasions could only be dispelled by some
bearer’s good opinion of their performance.

The clergyman, in respect to this question,
is not situated like members of the other pro-
fessions. The lawyer is occupied with busi-
nees; his labor aims directly at a practical
point, and his reward is a fee; eloquence with
him is incidental. He ié independent of the
orowd; the decision he seeks is mot upon his
own eloquence or ability, but in regard to the
rights of his client. With the preacher, whose
jadge and jury are a congregation, the reversc |
is 100 apt to be the case: to the crowd, ability |
and oratory are the main things. The physi-
cian's patrons are his patients ; he may inspire
gratitude, and win for himeelf an abundance of
kind and gracious words, buj, from him none of
the arts ot speech are expected ; pills and plas-
ters take the place of periods ; be is far remov-
ed in lus labors fiom the sphers of the beauti-
ful. and his [profession creates no sppetite for
flattery. The artist in s pictare, for exam-
ple, boldly professes to seek reputation;
money ¥ an inferior aim; his work is an open
appeal tor the applause of men. The preacher's
profession shrinks from such & motive as sintul,
and aims to ignore or upreot it. Still, there
he stands, needing praise in order to exist,
and yet when it comes, it is st war with the
deep seriousness of his eslling. How out of
place these baman trappings lock over his sable
garments !

’ But few ministers reach the experience of
Bishop Whatcoat on this subjeet. The story
goes that on eme occasion some younger
preachers were telling their trials in bis pre-
seace. The sum of their talk was that, when
they felt after preaching that the sermon bad
been a success, Satan tempted them .to pride,
and when they thought they had failed, he
tempted them to discouragement. They finish- ‘
ed, and waited for the venersble Bishop to
speak, but be was silent. They then question-
ed him particalariy: ‘

** Well, Bishep, bave you these experiences |
too "

+t No,” said the Bishop, *“ no !”

« What,” said they, ** does Satan never tell
you that you have preached well or ill #” i

«Oh ! yes,” answered the Bishop, * but it
gives me no trouble.” |

 What then,” said they,” ‘‘is your reply|
to the tempter ?”

‘4« Why,” said Bishop Whatcoat, * when ke
tells me I bave preached well. I avewer,
« yes, pretty well for a poor worm,’ and when
be charges that I bave preached poorly, I an-
swer, * Yes, but there is little % be expected
from a poor wor m.”

These thoughts are evoked by a survey of
the religious wegklies and by certain recoliec- |
tions which they awaken. The minister in the
palpit bas another minister bebind him. The
sermon is satisfastory, and must therefore be
. 'The stranger, in his closing prayer, '
retarns thanks for the ** able, clear, powerful

{D. D.

| and clear,” yet anether ** eloquent and master
| ly,® anether still * took the audiense up to the

{ tunately, only ** preached from uch aed such
| texte.”

| Now, we are not objecting to the truthtul-
| ness of these portraits, nor merely to the bad
| taste of making them public; but we do object
i to the greed for praise which they enkindle ; to
| the disgust they produce in all sober-minded
readers, whether religions or mot; to loading
down religious service, snd disfiguring divine
| verities with flippant and often bombastic com-
| pliments. Let the grace of God be chronicled,
but notas & mere clothes-horee for human fia-
ery, not as & canvas, on which to paiat & cleri-
cal hero.— The Methodist.

A WINSOME RELIGION.

This is the special charge of Christ's follow-
ers, to move among their fellow-mes, sad by
the sweet atiraction of godlisess, ‘‘ wia " them
to forsake ‘the shamefulness and vilemess of
sin, aud come 10 that pure and blessed life.

““ All things that are lovely,” we, ae the dis-
ciples of Jesus, must put oa, it we wouid affect
such a result. It is enough with any of ue that
our religion is firm, that it braves danger,
that it blanches aot before opposition, thet it |
speaks sharp words to every temper, saying, |
** Get thee bebind me Satan P Is it eour, ie
it sustere, is it grim and frowning P It bas no
business to be; It bas no right to be. It will
enkindle desire ia no buman bosom, enceps the
denire to defer as long as possible say "fellow-
ship with it.

Christianity, te be winning should show in
us a pleasant face. It should chase awsy all
dark shadows from the countensace. - It should
smooth tte frown from the brow. It should
arch pleassntly the bow of the lipe. It should
look with guntieness out of the eye. It should
wear often a bearty and cheerful emile. ~I¢
should mantie the whole tace with & eoft and
warm tinted light, so that every mas whe looks
upon  these barmosising festures should be
made to ssk, What sweet secret lurks-below P

It ought to mellow and soften the temes.
They bave no right to be gruff sad imperious.
They must not be seli-asserting asd dominesr-
ing. The-way in which some Christians speak,
with downright cadences, imperative, peremp-
tory, dictatorial, as though there were a sires-
uous hardship of self-will in them, overriding
other men's views, feelings, and wishes, repels
men from them, and makes some gentle spoken
worldling far more lovely by contrast. This
is not wise nor right. It is very unfortunate
and very wrong.

Our religion ought to pervade our mauners.
It is the highest law of pure and true courtesy.
It can not be indifferent to any msn's feelings,
nor blind to bis discomforts, | It must think of
his accommedation before our owas. It must
insist upon his taking precedence, *‘in honor
preferring,” him to ourselves. It must. give
him the¢nside of the walk, the head of the pew,
half of the seat in the car, his right to his own
judgment, respect for his opinions, room for
his peculigrities and idiosynerasies. When
Christianity in any of its confessors forgets to
be polite, lays aside the apostolic injunction,
« be courteous,” indulges in little petty self-
preferments and self-securities, which worldly
good-breeding abjures, it does not win men, it
only invites them to dislike and despise it; it
denies its own nature ; for if it be anything, it
is love in the heart and love in the life.

Theé Christian should be the kindest of men ;
#0 ready to serve snother, so willing to wait
himself, so open-handed, so secepting distur-
bance of his plans and coovenience,se gracious,
so cheerfal and ready in the amall offices of
ministering to his neighbor's comfort, that it
‘should be s perpetual marvel to the lookers
on how he can carry abont with bim this un-
failing spirit of practical and bearty benefi-
cence. : '

Do you say, Of course a Christian will be
and do all this, if he be truly what we call him?
Ab, it would scem sometimes as though s man
bad scquired something of the substance of
this transformed character, when he is thought-
less about its expression. Some minds con-
fuse themselves in regard to charscter and
manners, by separating and discriminating
where there is no room for such diserimina-
tion. The expressions of eharacter are a part
of it, no mean part of it, the whole practical
part of it. -

Genuine Christianity ought to shine forth
in all these forms of sweetness, gentleness,con-
sideration, sympathy, and kindness, if it would
charm men to its beauty and loveliness,and de-
tach them from the odious reiga of selfishness
itaelf.—Rev. 4. L. Slone

by winning them to

METHODISTS AND BAPTISTS.

The Watchman and Reflector, last week de-
voted a long editorial to s comparison of the
Methodists and Baptists. It says they are
alike numerous, active, iocreasing in wealth
and influence, that they bave employed a large
per centage of uneducated ministers; bave
taken strong hold of the masses of the people,
and are sow giving much attention to educa-
tion. But it asserts a radical difference:
+ They represent, indeed, two diverse types.
The central principal of the one is fidelity to
the Master ; that of the other, religions eara-
estness. Fidelity should, of ceurse, involve
earnestness, and earnestness involve Sdelity;
and it might at first seem a mafter of indiffer-
enee with which we began; and yet it is quite

tranaforming it into something still more un-
like its former selt, as part of its vital growth
and development, Heuce the intense espril
de corpe of the demomination. Heoce its
conservatism, and its equally powerful pro-
gresviveness. Henoe the slight hold with
which it graspe doctrine, and the pride with
which it yields itselt to the sway of the lead-
ing mea. The moet sectarian of denomina-
tions, it denounces its Baptist brethren as bi-
goted, where they are simply unwilling to sur-
render God's truth ; and it seems to itselt liberal,
whera it is simply loose. A Methodist can
not beceme a Baptist, nor any more a Baptist
become a Methodist, without an entire revo-
lution in bis whole habit of thought.”

Theee twe bodies of Christians are not so
far apart ae this language would imply. Yet,
if prejudice end legalism, were abated, and
the leve of Jesus iocreased on both sides, they
would be improved. They are both right and
both wrong ; slight changes would do them
good, and bring iste close communion."—Bap-
tist Union.

To which The Methodist, of August 10th,
pertinently and conclusively replies :

The comparison between the Methodists and
Baptists, made by the Watchman and Reflector,
as cited in our ** Curreat Opinions,” is thor-
oughly fallaciows. The * Mutbodist does not
defer to tradition, bowever good, in cootrast
with the Scriptures. Is masters of Church
policy, Dot preseribed in Scripture, be is a
practical espedientist, as be should be; but
for the espress prescrip ot the Divine
Word, no Baptist can excel him in fidelity.

The only possible ground for the Watchman's
argomest is, that the Baptists have a greater
seal—which bere simply means bigotry—tor
what they suppore to be a literalism of the
text ; and this they hold in a manner which vio-
lates the epirit uf the Word. Nothing, in all
the Protestant world, is more esseatially High-
churchism, and practical uncharitablenese amd
bigotry, thea their literalism about the mere
exterior form of baptiem, 2nd their coasequent
eaclusive or ** close " communion. 1t is o won-
der that, with s0 many mea of culiure smong
them ia the present age, they do not, as a de-
scmination, throw off, like Robers Hall, Spur-
o398, etc., this enormous detormity. To cite
it, 80 the Watchmew does, a0 & proof ** of lidel-
ity to the Master,"” io sheerly moastrous. The
Divine Master taught no such ** literalism ;" oo
the contrary, the whole temor of bis tedching
was agaiost the pharsaie literalism of his coun-
trymen, Eepecially did be mever teach any
such uncharitableness—euch non-eommunion of
saints—as-the Baptists make a corollary of
their literaliom. Who can doubt that, were he
in our streete to-day, be would rebuke this nar-
row esegesis, and sfill narrower spirit, with
burning words ?

The application of water as a symbolical in-
itiation to his Charch, be taught, and very ap-
propriately taught, but that he never meant
thas the quantity of the water used, or the
mode of its application, or the attitude of the
candidate, or any other exterior peculiarity,
should cometitute the importance or validity of
the ordinanee, is coatrary to the whole tenor of
the Scriptures, the whole genius of Christianity,
and every dictate ot Christian common sense.

Nothing bat tradition—from an age ot polemic
strife and spiritual pettiness—could impose so
deplorable sn error on so great a Christian
body “especially beré amidst our American Prot
testantism.

All this way be said on the admissipn that
exclusive immersion, with its exclusive commu-
nion, is Scriptural literalisin; bat what might
be said of it on the assumption that there is no

such literaliem about if; that, as most of the
Christian worid bolds, thé interpretation of
baptiso a» immersion, is s fiction.

Whatever view we take of it, one thing is
clear, that there has been no Puseyism or Sa-
cramentarisnism propounded to our age more
contrary to the spirituality and charity of the
Gospel, than the theory of the Baptists regard-
ing the mere formalism of this sacrament, and
the practical deduction which they make from
it, and so rigorously apply to the other saara-
ment—the appointed sign of Christian commu-
nion and charity.

Waxts SeprLiED.—A good man shall have
what he needs, not always what he thinks he
needs. Providence intends "the supply of oar
neseseities, but not of our desires. He will
satisfy our wants, but not our wantonness.
When s thing is not needful, a man can not
properly be said to want it; when it is need-
tul, a good man shall not be without it. What
is not bestowed npon us, may not be so beeua-
ti‘ul at that time wherein we desire it; for
every thing is beautifal in its season. He that
did not want God's kindness to renaw him,
shall never want God's kindness to supply him;
his hand shall not be wanting to give where
his heart his been so large in working.—
Charnock.

Gop says, *‘ Repent,” The sinner anawers
] mean to.” * Believe.” * Yes, I intend
to.™ *‘ Prepare to meet tby God.” Such js
my purpose.” *‘ Turn ye, for why will you
die?” 1 intend to turn before the hour of
desath.” * What thy hand fiudeth to do, do it
with thy might.” *‘Yes, I believe that is the
right way, aod I intend to bé zealous for God
some time.” * Now is the accepted time.”
«No, sot now.” To day is the day of salva-
tion.” * No, not to-day; I maust attend to
other concerns to-day.” ** Seek first the king-
dom of God snd lLl ighteousness.” *‘ But
to-morrow will do as well, or next montb, or ¢
next year.” ** To-day if you will bear his voice
harden not ycur hearts.” Go thy way for this
time, when I have a eonvenient season I will
eall for thee.” Thus does God invite, beseech,
and eommsnd, and thus do men besitate, sem-

certain that two different eharacters mwust re-

porize or delay. till they are lost.




