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To Thee, O Lord, to Thee, O Christ,
1 raise mv aonl, I lift my lite;

That they may never be enticed 
To dwell again midst earthly strife.

A faulty life, a feeble aonl,
I lay them at thy sacred feet ;

Nor need to Thee the list unroll 
(X stains that make them nil unmeet.

Thou knoweet them, yet sayest “ Come 
The while Thou look’st with losing eyes,

Dark sell-despair must needs be dumb.
Nor dare I quite myaeli despise.

N Thy garment’s fringe jet giretb grace, 
Memorial still of lore’s great law ; *

And those who scarce dare seek Thy face. 
May eling to this with tender awe.

I most go forth at break of day.
To work amidst the world awhile ;

1 B»»t go forth—but not to stay—
Still held and draw me with Thy mile.

For seek I beauty, lose, high thought,
They bare their home in Ibis pure air ;

But dim reflection», dearly brough<,
Faint, broken gleams of light are there.

Therefore, dear Lord, to bind me fast.
To me thy lore’s glad radiance show ;

And while the werkirg hours flow past.
Let life and soul still keep the glow ;

Nor ever to return be slack.
Though fair earth-lore sweet lurement

weaves ;
But nightly to thy feet fly back.

Like birds that build beneath cburch-eares.
F. G. Wilson, in Sunday Mag;,tint.
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From the Methodist Recorder.
PASTORS AND PEOPLE:

A Sermon for the Seeuon, preached in Shef
field, September 1, 1872,

BT TUB RXV. JOHN 8. PAWLTN.

“ Brethren, prey for ns, that the Word of the 
Lore may hare free course and be glorified: and 
that we may be delivered from wicked and un- 
reasoaahle men."—* Thee», iii. I, *.

Methodists, like the Jew», bare their «acred 
as well as their civil year. Of the former, to
day ie the opening Sabbath. Hundreds of min
isters to-day commence their mission in the cir
cuits to which they hare been appointed. 
Though partings are painful alike to preachers 
and tb people, yet as a whole our system of 
itinerancy it beneficial in its malts. The suc
cessive changes break in upon the dangerous 
inertia so apt to steal upon the churches, And 
afford to them successive starting-points. A 
change of circuit remove» the miniater from the 
fault* and failures ol the put ; it sweeps away 
the obstructions that may have gathered around 
hie pith ; it enable» him with quickened hopes 
and refurbished arms to go forth to the battles 
of the Lord. A change of- ministers often 
arouses the expectation» of the church ; like a 
bugle-call it brings op to the rallying point of 
duty ; it inrreues the momentum of its divine 
activities.. Brethren, let this, the first Sabbath 
of the year, be a new aurting-point to us. 
Behind us is the irreparable put; with US the 
available present; before us the hopeful future. 
As ministers, we, to-day, renew our fealty to 
Christ ; we devota oureelvu to Him and to you 
for Je*us' sake. So doing we have » claim on 
your sympathy and prayers : •* brethren, pray 
for us, that the Word of the Lord may have 
free course and be glorified.”

I. Ministerial Aspirations. What are 
they P *' That the Word of the Lord may have 
free course,” or, as the margin hu it, “ may 
run and be glorified.” Paul penned these 
words in classic Corinth. In this city he labor
ed for some time in the Gospel ; but that he 
might not be “ chargeable to any,” be abode 
in the boose of Aquila and Priscilla, and helped 
in their handicraft ; “ for by their occupation 
they were tent-makers.” Corinth was far-
famed for its Isthmian games, and it is a figure 
borrowed therefrom that the Apostle here em
ploys. Imagination can call up the possible 
incident which sugguted it. In the workshop 
of Aquila be had been toiling all the day, and 
now, at night, be it engaged in writing his 
second epistle to the beloved though erring 
Church at Tbeualonica. While so employed 
loud and confuted noisu from the, streets fall 
upon bis ear, and disturb the current of bis 
thoughts. He hears the rumble of chariot 
wheels, the strains of music and of song, the 
tramp ot multitudes of feet, the shouting ot the 
people as they conduct the successful athlete 
to their homes. What charm has all this rev 
airy for Paol P None. There was a time 
when it would hare been fascinating to his 
young and fiery heart—when, had the rules of 
the games allowed, prompted by natural ardour 
and national vanity, be would perhaps have 
entered the liât» and pressed with the fleeter I 
to the gaol ; but now sweeter pleasures flood 
hit soul, nobler aspirations animate his breast, 
and the famous games of Greece serve only to 
give forceful expreniou to the great desires 
swelling up with!» him. An athlete rises before 
hi. mental vision, of birth divine, of fairness 
beyond that of the sons of man, ot energy un
tiring, and holding blessing in his hands. That 
athlete is the Word of God. Just as the Isth
mian stadium was Cleared ef every obstacle, 
so Paul longed and prayed for every hindrance 
to be removed from the Gospel'» onward-press 
ing feet. Just aa the athlete bent every energy 
and swiftly reached the goal, so Paul longed 
and prayed for the Gospel to advance in its 
beneficent mission to mankind. Brethren, 
"pray that the Word of I lie Lord may have 
free course ”—». e , an unobstructed stadium— 
that it •' may run and be glorified ”—not by 
the plaudits bt a gay, thoughtless multitude, but 
by the hu.-annahs ol heaven, and of a world re
deemed and disenthralled.

Ton will observe, then, brethren, that, 
stripped of il» figure, Paul a most earnest 
satiations were for the advancement of the 
Gospel. There it a wondrous power in words. 
St. Paul was not insensible thereto. Often 
hfid his ear been charmed by the voice of Phil
osophe , “masieal as 1» Apollo's lute;” often 
had hit heart been fired by tb# wieard-tongue 
of IlM»«ii«UMled»--ie He ewnreo, kindlier in

eublimeet words which ever flowed from mortal 
lip», be held the •• Word of the Lord.” That 
Word he recognised aa the voice of Divine 
authority, the arbiter of dispute, the revelation 
of heaven ; too sacred to be excised from, 
too perfect to need addition ; the mandate in
contestable in it» claims epon the homage and 
obedience ef the world. That word to Paul 
was also the expression of divine benevolence 
—a benevolence culminating in the cross. In 
the morning of hi* life be had groped in the 
mese of Judaic tradition, bat, on the ocraaioe 
of his memorable journey to Damascus, be 
found the e'ne, and it led him to the sacrificial 
tree. There the shadows were abased sway 
and the true light dawned upon bit tool. There 
he discerned the keystone of the arch of troth 
and the goodly fabric, before broken and scat
tered. uproee in heavenly proportions before 
hi»’grateful geae. Thenceforth " the Word ot 
thé Lord ” spoke in sweetest tones, not from 
the cloud-crowned crest of Sinai, but from Cal
vary’s sacred shrine. Type and shadow, altar 
and sacrifice, be saw all pointed there, and 
patriarch*, priests, and proptets found there 
the secret of their set vices aud the burden of 
their songs. Lastly, to the Apostle the * ‘Word 
of the Lord” was the “ power of God no to 
salvation ”—the ebooen instrument of omnipo
tent saving grace. He enw, with toarfal eye, 
the world in rebellioe against the authority 
divine, spurning heaven’s mercies and defyiflg 
almightiuoss to do ii* worst ; and the Gospel 
he recognised as the “ sword ef the Spirit ”— 
the only weapon God will use to conquer traitor 
soul»- and bring them in willing vassalage to 
the feet of Jeaus Christ. Ha beheld mankind 
stricken with tke mortal plague ol sin, all 
human nostrums powerless to give reliel ; and 
the Gospel he knew to be tke true medicine of 
souls, “ the balm of Gilead," the sovereign 
panacea lor tke moral ailment» of the world. 
Thus recognising the authority, the power, aud 
the blessings ol the “ Word of God,” can we 
wonder that Paul longed and prayed lor its 
diffusion among mankind ? ” Brethren, pray
that the Woid of the Lord may be unhindered 
—that it may run and be glorified run as the 
courier runs who bears a message from the 
Sovereign to the criminal who stands trembling 
on the drop ; run as the physician rune to try 
to ease the sufferer who has taken poison in
stead of food ; run as tke river ran», sweeping 
away all obstacles, deepening in its channel, 
widening in it* wsy, end scattering life and 
beauty in its onward rapid coarse.

Such, my brethren, were the earnest aspira
tions of the Apostle's heart ; and what are 
ours—our hope, our aim, our daily prayers— 
are they not that the “ Word ot the Lord may 
have tree course and be glorified ? ” The true 
minister caa never be satisfied with the atten
tion or even with the praise* of the Church ; he 
long! to see God's work revive and souls being 
brought to Christ. We rejoice in the proofs 
of the divine presence in our midst ; we are 
grateful for the souls which have recently 
espoused themselves to Jesus; nevertheless, 
God's work does not prosper as it ought to do, 
and it behoves ni to find the reasons why. 
The natural attitude, the instinctive action of 
the “ Word of the Lord,” is running, and 
run it will assuredly unless it be hindered in its 
way. Brethren, let me e»y solemnly, sorrow- 
tally, but unhesitatingly, that the hindrance ir 
in ourselves. May God show us where it is, 
and help us to remove it ! Perhaps it may be 
found in religious unsociableness. There is 
nothing more likely to induce a stranger to re
peat his visit to the eanctnary than to be 
courteously received and kindly spoken to; on 
the other hand, there is nothing we are more 
•low to do than to extend to a stranger the 
right hand of Christian fellowship. Social eti
quette it needful in the social world, but when 
we allow it to invade tbe sanctuary, and keep 
back tbe band of Christine greeting, it hinder» 
the ** Word of the Lord.” The conduct of 
many protestor* of religion in never welcoming 
tbe stranger to tbe house of God, finds its par
allel in tbe folly of the Frenchman who wonld 
not try to save a drowning man became he had 
never had tbe honor of a formal introduction. 
Perhaps tbe hindrance may be found in relig
ious caste, pride of position, or pride of wealth 
—pride which forgets that in the sanctuary all 
are equal ; that God looketb on tke heart, and 
not on tke gay equipage nor the plethoric parse. 
Perhaps the hindrance may be found in world- 
ly-mindedneea—worldly-mindedneae manifested 
in feverish grasping» after this world’• good, 
in foolish amusements and vanity of drees— 
worldly-minded ness which. Janus-headed, turns 
on face dreamily towards heaven, but the other 

sharply towards the world. Whatever

souldhie «efulneea, end therefore grieved hie heart, experie.ee and the general extreme# of the he halts, he look» down, hie heart b» failed d-cours».” Did he think the prheeke:
He desired deliverance therefrom, net by be- Chur oh. They come to the boose of God, bet him, he seems about to descend ! Tbe fete of expect it, end woeld be watching for it is the
mg removed to some more congenial sphere the» leave their thought» in the home, the shop, tbe child hangs in the balsa see; the people prayer P Does aet each a prayer stare the
ef labour, ifenehe sphere ereld poetfl.1v be the eonneing-home ; the Word falls neheeded bold their breath ; but suddenly a shoot break* worship between God aad the preeaber ? And 
found ; not by his opponent* beteg swept away on their ear» ; the congregation is dismissed, upon the fearful silence : “ Cheer him ! cheer even if it doe* not, woeld it not be etill better 
in judgment ; bet by the defeat ef their malien, end as they homeward heed their steps we bear him forward ! Then, like the sound ot many to^void such aa appearance P Is it not a little- 
above all by their being eeeverted to the truth, them my : “ Ah, the sermon was very dull this waters, cheer after cheer arise*, and the maa. sees, a very yews 
Urethrae, the eg* ef persecution has passed merniag ; not much food for one’s soul.” Soul ! eonerved with new coamge by the sound, 1 grows weeklies,
a wsy at least is this oer land nevertheless, the man's seel was not near the place ; when he dachas on fad falter» not ant il, from amid race, from city aaJ country, ami particularly
wicked aad unreasonable men on every tide came he left that ia the world. Broaching ie emoke and fire and tottering walls, he bring» from the eamp-meetiage. Many at the pnrn- 
abonad. The wickedness and earaassmableeeee net like an electric shock or s surgical opera- the abild end My» him m his father’s arm*, graphs are takes up with fulsome dsacriptroaa 
of the world we shall not contemplate, but cee- tion-aomethim* aerformed on the hearer mde- Brethren, sinner, mu dying on every ride ; heU of the sermons. Such • brother " preached

* But look over the re- 
Bue over the correspond

i* spirit, more pose at m it* into— ,h“ tb*
m u* „

v«7
rbe special hindrance» may be, there are cer
tainly in our midst aad evidences of spiritual »u- 
pinenese, prayerlessneaa, neglect of the means 
of grace; and theae are destructive of the 
iqeans of lite, and retard the work of God. 
Brethren, let us clear the course—let us trem
ble at tbe thought ol being stumbling-blocks in 
the way ol immortal souls. To confirm our 
good resolutions, and to secure us strength to 
carry them into operation, let us seek earnestly 
for holiness of heart. Come once more with 
me to Calvary, and, clasping the blood-stained 
cross, beseech : “ Create ia me a clean heart. 
O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Restore uato me the joy of thy salvation, and 
uphold me with thy free spirit ; then "—do you 
not see how usefulness is tbe outgrowth ot sanc
tity P ” then will I teach transgressera thy ways, 
and sinners shall be converted unto Thee.’’ O 
my brethren, clear the course ! give the Gos
pel-athlete room ! speed it on ! echo it* words ! 
wrestle in prayer until multitudes are saved ! 
O, that “ glorious things ” may soon be 
spoken of this •• city ot our God,” and angels 
hovering over thousands of newly-aavsd ones 
•ing : “ Theae and those were born there."

II. Ministerial Hindrances.—Brethren, 
pray that we may be delivered Irom unreason
able and iticked men. Mfln answering to this 
description did their utmost to oppose the ex
tension of the truth. Jews end Gentils» alike, 
unable to answer bis powerful words, flung 
upon him the raillery ot contempt, or sought 
by violent persecution to drive him from their 
cities. For his own personal danger or discom
fort tbe Apostle nothing cared ; se that Jems 
was honoured he was content to be abased ; 
hnt the streeeees and sentant opposition ot 
•• unreasonable aad wicked men" diminished

fine oer attention to two or three 
reasonableness fond 
unreasonable»»** grievous to the heart of the
■mister, sad bioden eg to the work of God.

71 it unreasonable It bt more ye tient of the 
Christian consistency tf ethers tban of met 
tun. This remark at first May seem soparfla-
ons, bat mare careful consideration will 
ns its needfulness. There ie a gees 
aaoeg the cherche» which, Wind Ie ill 
falling», is eagle-eyed to diaeover fee ha in eth
ers. Person* belonging to this das* rarely see 
things as they are ; when they leek at the fail
ing* of others they as* the Micros sep*. and 
thus greatly magnify; hot they 
glass, and so minify, when they 
their owe. This, sss contend, is absurdly un
reasonable' yes, it is uncharitable tee ; far, 
where the eye ie swift Ie notice at to imagine 
faults, the tongas ie as sally 
publish them abroad. Biw 
brotherhood alike dattaed that, while we ere 
quick to write condemn atioa on oeraelvee, we 
shall be reedy.to spplaad 
over the failing» ef others the ■satis of Christ- 
like charity. Æ.op, whose telles ehersssd 
our childhood, is raid to have wore aeapeedvd 
from hi» each two bags, me ia front sad the 
other behind. When naked Iks rssson tor this 
strange addition to hi» ooatuee, the eyoie an
swered : “ Il.te this bag ia front I put ay 
neighbour's saoaUvucisa, for I love to have 
them butor* my face, and ia the hag babied 1 
hide my neighbour’» faults.” Oh tor ■ore el 
Æiop's charity among tbe folle were ef the 
Lord. The climax ot enreoaoeableneo» is 
reached when persons ■ah* tbs real e- fancied 
inconsistencies of ethers aa excuse tor severing 
their connection with tbe Choreh, or tor hold
ing aloof therefrom. The Church ia tla school 
ot Christ. *’ Tea, but torn* ot tbe scholar» 
bave not yet reached perfection end appear un
apt to learn ; therefore I prefer to remain in 
ignorance without. Tbe Church proclaims de
liverance. “ Tea, bat those who stretch out 
their hands to welcome and to help are net im
maculate ; therefore I refuse their aid and re
ject deliverance." Tbe Church spread* a gra
cious feast. “ Tea, but amoeg those who ah 
dowa to est thereof I perceive some garments 
are not white ; therefore, though hungry, I de
cline to pat.” The Church ie tbe army of the 
living God ; the enemy is - near. Hark ! the 
trumpet is sounding for tbe aoldiera ef Imman
uel to close their ranks and press forward to 
the charge. *• Tes, but a comrade offended 

therefore I draw down my weapons and 
deserted from the Cherch." Brethren, as a 
Church we are- not perfect; we have never 
claimed to be so; there it saddening need for 
preachers and people to ” weep between tbe 
porch and the altar,” aad to cry “ Spare thy 
people, O Lord, and give net tbiae heritage 
to reproach ; “ but this feat should never lead 
to the neglect nor tbe abandonment of persons! 
duty. He who suffers the shortcomings of 
others to binder his joining himself to God and 
to the Church, it a traitor to the Lord and to 
the highest interests of his immortal aonl, and 
in tbe great judicial day, every excuse unlist- 
tesed to, shall receive the traitor*’ doom.

It it unreasonable to make one’s own pre
ference the true standard of pulpit tactllence. 
God has stamped his Word and works witk rich 
variety. In nature, land and sea, hill and dale, 
giant tree and tiny flower, beast and bird and 
creeping thing, present themselves in variable 
aad beautiful profusion. In tbe Word divine 
almost every form ot composition may be found, 
Irom the sweet simplicity of Goepel nar-
ralive.to Isaiah's princely periiPflkand EsekisI s 
fiery flights. Tbe same variety ia also seen 
in man’s mental capacities and powers. Seme 
minds find a stem joy in grappling with intel
lectual difficulties ; others grow bewildered by 
their first attempt at recondite thought. Some 
believe truth “ unadorned, adorned the moot ;” 
others, with mere imaginative power, think 
tacts are not lea* forceful because flung from the 
lips of eloquence, nor truth less beautiful when 
garlanded with flowers. These differences of 
mental capabilities and tastes may be feand ie 
every congregation, and herein one of tbe ex
cellencies ef the Methodist ministerial system 
may be found—the variety of demand ia usual
ly met by a variety ot supply. Ttis escellen 
cy, is by n tsw regarded as a faalt. Thera 
persons have their own ideal of ministerial ex
cellence, and, torgeilnl or careless ot the dif
ferent Ideal* of ethers, weald mould ell minis
ters to their own particular tastes. A preference 
is perfectly allowable ; that style ef preaching 
will always be most appreciated which is meet 
in harmony with the hearer’s tastes sad sympa
thies ; but to make oes’s own preference, irra 
spective of the preferences of others, the one 
standard of pulpit excellence, is onreraoaable 
and unjust. As reasonably might on* wish to 
destroy all the rich variety of natare—trim- 
mieg tbe trees one shape, dyeiag the flowers 
one tint, and making the birds, from the rook 
to tbe nightingale, aing ia enisoa—«* wish U 
make all ministers aUke. “ There are diverti 
ties ef gifts, but the same Spirit." What ii 
needed iw our palpita is not uniformity, but 
spiritualised naturality ; for a preacher to be 
natural, but for all bis powers to be baptised 
permeated, and animated by tbe iofleeeee of 
the Holy Ghost. Though fllled with tke same 
wind, yet each pipe in an orgaa ha* its own 
distinctive sound, and it* Weeded sounds make 
harmony ; so should the minister» et Jesus 
Christ—filled with the rame divin* sfflatss, but 
each in his own note, his osra district!va style 
—proclaim their Master's earns Î and m tbe 
_ of God the union of their voies» shall make 
harmony mere sweet than the soqgs ot seraphs 
and the harping* ef harpers before his throne.

3. 71 it unreasonable So eapeet (prosperity 
and yet moka m personal ejfrr*. There me 
not a few m every sengragatioe who manifest

father's
cam- ties—something performed on the hearer indv- Brethren, sinner» are dying on every ride ; bsff ( of tl 
l un- pendent of hie efforts; to be of profit the is drawing nigh, aad wo have bora rant with that

mind meat he prepared to receive it. attention ; the Goepel in ear......................................
mast be beat te grasp it, reflection meet digest escape, te santd 

| it, end frith meet Maim date it into one’» moral “ ■— “ —*

Brethren, Many
■ sermon has been ill reported of font woeld 
have been esteemed as fragrant beaten-oil of 
Ihi un t1—j had the beert of the hearer been 
in a better receptive state.

Il is not en weal, again to bear com
plaint* concerning tbe state of tbe work of 
God. The fault fa commonly laid to the min
isters, and te these who take an active part in 
the operations of the Cherch. It ie a signifi
cant foot that seek complaints, aa a rule, pro
ceed Bern those whose piety is of a very feeble

God's on failing fi ra
ma from their doom. 
I for thaw things f* Oh, 
» eeewieewew ef oer 

greet responsibilities, feeling nor inwfficieaey, 
our hearts do often filter tad our heads bang 
down. Cheer ns on ! Cheer ns by y oer sym
pathy, year emits, yew prayers, year active 
help. Brethren, ebwrra! Cheer no on! and 
from the fires of threatened retribution sinners 
shell be raved, rad aarid the rejoicings of the 
angels led to the Father's arm*.

PUFFING THE CLBRGT.

office is a

into

The clerical office is a position of great 
those who vain* the sanctuary and elevation, rad henee elw of%reat danger 
mass ef giaee so lightly that the Foibles ia other men become offences, it not 

slightest excess «offices lor their absence ; trow crimes, ie preachers. Their sailing 
thow who acmwplrik but little srork for God ; their mouth* the highrat peraihU theme 
in «f-f. bom the moral drones who expect to those, namely, that relate te the future world, 
•xi its honey end yet add nothing to its store, aud te Gvd hiaralt. Their vocation brings 
Dr. Adam Clarke used to ray that no.king to maa te the her ot
effectually hindered the work of God aa relig- «auction of divine pensltira to the obligations
ions grambling—moaning ora to soother about
the coédition of the Church, and doing but lit
tle te make it better. Brethren. do not tall 
into the error el supposing that your ministers 
ere year pros tie, paid to do the work which 
rightly devolve» on yon. To secure church 
prosperity there mast be the co-operatioe of 
individual effort. Now, as in the days of Hes- 
ekrih, the raerifices sre too many for the priests 
te flay ; the work is too much for tlw ministers 
to do slow ; and we urge oer “ brethren, the 
Lévites," to eset forward to our aid. On ibis 
the first Sabbath of oer sacred ytar, obedient 
te tbe command of Jesus we cast out our nets 
again : Sabbath after Sabbath as the year re
volves, we shall labor for and expect souls to 
be caagkt ie tbe Goepel mesbes, and earnestly 
we beekos y os to come and draw tbs treasure 
to the lead.” “ Behold, I ray onto yoe, lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields ; for they are 
white already to harvest." As ministers to day 
we lead forth the reapers, and the f inders and 
tbe gleaners to their toil ; but what ere some in 
tbe Churches doing f Oh ! they are lying in the 
hedgerows, they are basking in the sun; they 
sre doing nothing but murmuring against those 
who are toiling in tbe field. Let such unreas
onable men “ keep silence in tbe churches ”— 
let them cut off their garments of self-ease 
and join in the work of the Lord !

Corns, labour on t
Who dsrs stand idle on the harvest plain,
While all areaud him waves tie golden grain,
And to each servant does the Master say;

•• Go, work to-day.”

Come, labor on,
To toil is pleasant, the reward it sure,
Blessed are they who to the end endure,
How fell their joy, how deep their reel thill bo,

O Lord widi Thee.

III. The Ministerial Mbssaoe to the 
Church.—“ Brethren, pray for u».” Prayer 
is power. It is not, ns Professor Tyndall im
piously asserts, an apostrophe of blind, ancon- 
scions nature—a wail flung to the viewless 
winds ; it is an appeal to the sympathetic heart 
and resistless arm of the living, loving God. 
Science easy bind continent to continent by the 
nerve of iron, through which, swifter than the 
lightning’s, wing, dash words ot weal or woe ; 
but prayer links earth te heaven by an unseen 
mystic cable through which, in tbe twinkling ot 
an eye, the aspirations of the soul ascend, and 
the answer is vouchsafed. Like the bow if 
Jonathan and the sword of Sanl, prayer, earn
est, heart-felt, never returneth empty, bnt 
flashed with heavenly spoil. The highest exer
cise of prayer Is intercession. Therein, on the 
wings ot charity at srell at faith, the soul 
ascends beyond itself in hi anxiety for others ; 
therein it catches most fully tbs spirit ot Jesus, 
our great High Priest, who, not tor bunseli but 
others, ever lives to intercede. Paul, a man 
of uobls intellect, lofty culture, and withal 
divinely inspired, left tbe need ot tbe Church's 
prayers ; then how much more do we, who are 
not endowed irith such distinguished qualifica
tions P Reiters tisg the apostolic words, 
“ Brethren, pray tor us," the object ot Satan’s 
special enmity, who dosiroth to have us “ that 
he any sift us as whe*$,” pray for as that we 
may never discredit etsr holy office, nor dis 
hnaonr the name of Christ. Sustaining the 
most onerous iraponribiliiie», obliged to speak 
oftentimes when raters shrinks therefrom, often 
filled with trepidation when to yon we appear 
most brave—“ pray for ua, that utterance may 
b* gives unto us, that we may open oar mouths 
boldly, te moke known the mystery of the 
Gospel ; tor which," though in another sense 
■I.» that ot the Apeetle, we are too often 
•• ambassadors in brada." Knowing that the 
greet aad ot oer ministry is te save souls, that 
without this nil else will be as nothing, oh ! 
“ pray for us " that we any be gloriously suc
cessful. In tbe sacred retirement of your 
homes, when yoe gather year families around 
ibe domestic niter, in year ioctal means of 
grace, silently while listening to the Word,

intreat the Lord ” ia ear behalf—pray tor the 
conversion at soils. To-day we go forth again 
•gainst the A male kites of hell ; while Josbus 
fights sad Moss* holds up the sacred rod, 
appealing to God in behalf of men, and to man 
in behalf ot Ged—we look to you to help our 
effort» sod to sustain our bands by prayer.

How terrible was tbe conflagration at Chica
go a few msnths since ! Then, to snatch families 
from fiery death, deeds of valour were perform
ed greater thee ever achieved eu blood-stained 
battle fields. From n bsrnieg building all lb* 
inmates have been rescued—all save one ! tor 
from lip to lip there passes the agonising cry, 
•• A child ie in the boose !” A brave man rash
es forward to the rescue ; rang after rung of 
the ladder be presses bsnwth hie lest, but tbe 
smohn fe dense around him, and tbs forked

ot reason. The very tact et thair heavenly 
calling ia a temptation to tbe people not to deal 
with them ns with other mu ; rad yet when
they tin they fall under popular raprobation aa 
no other class possibly can. They ose meas
ured by the sanctity of their protection instead 
ot the feebleness et bnmeu nature. When 
they succeed in their ministration ia the pulpit, 
aad the success i* a genuine ora, they deserve 
praise, rad are only to# aura to wia it. Il the 
hearers were wise a* well as sincere, their 
praise might be harmless ; so it might be if tbe 
preacher were wholly destitute ol vanity. But 
God has thrust ont ivre the ministry men of 
like passions with their brethren.

Besides, if the bearer has gone to church 
covered up with his business1 and hit cares, or 
sinking under doubt or sors temptation, and 
the preacher should succeed in drawing h m 
out ot tbe slough, of diffusing about him »■ 
atmosphere of celestial certainty, and for tbe 
time almost making another man of him, an 
acknowledgment ot tbe service ia bet natural 
and proper. But the acknowledgment too often 
comae in the Ions ot mere oology. Instead of 
•peaking of doebte removed, or darkness dis
pelled, gratitude takes the form of a compli
ment, aad the pastor hears ot a ” grand ser
mon,” a “ splendid effort,” “ ooe et the best 
discourses ever delivered ie this cherch." 
These “ testimonies,” frequently repeated, sre 
in danger, by end by, of becoming a necessity, 
sud the preacher is liable to depression when 
they are not forthcoming. An appetite for 
praise is created, which even a good conscience 
and a sense of intellectuel ability cannot satis
fy, and the preacher is obliged to angle for a 
compliment. To such a man the sense of fail- 
ore in a sermon becomes a source of humilia
tion for a whole week. We have known strong 
and popular men whose wretchedness on such 
occasions could only be dispelled by some 
hearer's good opinion ot their performance.

Tbe clergyman, in reaped to this question, 
is not situated like members of the other pro
fessions. The lawyer is occupied with busi
ness ; bis lsbor aims directly at a practical 
point, and bis reward is a fee; eloquence with 
him is incidental. He is independent of the 
crowd ; the derisios be seeks is sot upon bis 
own eloquence or ability, but in regard to tbe 
rights of his client. With the preacher, whose 
judge and jury sre a congregation, the reverse 
is too apt to be the esse : to tbe crowd, ability 
and oratory sre tbe main things. The physi
cian's patrons are his patients ; he may inspire 
gratitude, and wia for himself an abundance of 
kind and gracions words, bug from him aoae ol 
tbs arts ot speech are exported ; pills and plas
ters take tbe place of periods ; ho is far remov- 
ed in his labors from the sphere of the beauti
ful; sod his (profession creates no sppstits tor 
llstlery. The artist in hi» pictare, tor exam 
pie, boldly professes to seek reputation 
money If an interior aim ; his work ia aa open 
appeal tor the applause of men. The preacher'» 
profession shrinks tram such a motive aa sinful, 
anil aims to ignore or uproot it. Still, there 
he stands, needing praise in erder to exist, 
sod yet when it eomes, it it st war with the 
deep seriousness of his sailing. How ont ol 
pises these hsmso trappings look ever kis sable 
garment* !

But tew ministers reach tbe experience of 
Bishop Whstcost on this subject. The story 
go** that on one occasion seme younger 
preachers were telling their trials in bis pre
sence. The sum ot their talk was that, when 
they felt after preaching that the sermon bad 
been s success, Satan tempted them to pride, 
and when they thought they had failed, he 
tempted them to discouragement. They finish
ed, and waited tor the venerable Bishop to 
spatk, but he wts ailsnt. They then question
ed him particularly :

•• Well, Bishop, Imve you these experiences 
too P"

•« No,” said the Bishop, “ no !"
•• Whst,” said they, “ does Satan never tell i

you that you have preached well or ill P”
•• Ob ! yes," answered the Bishop, “ but it ;

Such a brother
of the mooting ;” another was 
' yet another “ eloquent and 

ly," another still " took the sndirara op to the 
third hravee." Under era *' the people sheet
ed aloud, aad the oemp-greeed wee wrapt m a 
bias* ef glorv, 
fretire,” aad a half a draw others, naferta- 
tunstely, only “ preached from each tad such 
texts."

Now, we ire not objecting to the truthful
ness of these portrait», nor merely to the bed 
teste of making them public ; but we do object 
to the greed for praise which they eakindl* ; to 
the disgust they produce ia all sober-minded 
readers, whether re figions or not ; to lotting 
down re fig iee» servies, sad disfiguring divine 
verities with flippant aad oftoa hem 
plimeot*. Let the grace of God he 
but notes a mere clothes-horse for 
ary, not as a canvas, oo which te petit a cleri
cal her#.— The Methedùt.

A WINSOME RELIGION.

This is the special charge ot Christ’s follow
ers, to more among their follow-mea, aad by 
the sweet attraction of godliness, “ wia " tbi 
to forsake tke ahamefulaess aad vilsasat of 
•ia, aad coma to that pare nod blsnod life.

All tkiege that are lovely,” we, as the d 
ciptia el Jeeua, ausat put oa, ii we weald aSset 
such a result. It ia enough with aay ot as that 
oer religion ie firm, that k braces dnsgi 
that it blanche# not before opposition, that it 
speaks sharp words te every temper, saying, 
” Got thee behind me Satan P" la it soar, is 
it eastern, is it grim and frowning f It has ee 
business to be; It has so right to be. It will 
enkindle desire ia so human bosom, eacvpt the 
desire to defer as loag sa possible say fellow
ship with it.

Christianity, to be winning should show in 
us a pleasant (see. It should chare away all 
dark shadows from the eowotoaaaeo. " It ehewld 
smooth tie frown from the brew. It should 
arch pleasantly the bow of the lipe. It ehewld 
look with gentleness oat of She eye. It ehewld 
wear often a hearty aad cheerful wile. R 
should mantis the whole face with a sett ■ 
warm tinted light, so that every maa who Ieohs 
upon these barmoaiaiag footer* shoe Id ha 
made to ash, What sweat secret lurka-balow t 

It ought to mellow aad eoftea the lee*. 
They have eo right to he gruff aad imperia*. 
They mutt sot be solf-assortiag aad domineer
ing. Tbe-way ie which ware Christie* speak, 
with downright cadeeeee, imperative, peremp
tory, dictatorial, as though there were a stren
uous hardship of self-will ia them, overriding 
other men's views, feelings, sad wish*, repels 
men from them, and make* sows gentle spoken 
worldling far more lovely by contrast. This 
is not wise nor right. It it very uulertweete 
and very wrong.

Our religion ought to pervade our manners. 
It ie the highest law of pure and true courtesy. 
It can not be indifferent to soy men's feeliugs, 
nor blind to bis discomforts. It must think of 
his accommodation before oer owe. It most 
insist upon hi* taking precedence, “ in honor 
preferring,” him to ourselves. It must give 
him thsposids of the walk, the bead of the pew, 
half ol tbe seat in tbe car, his right to .his own 
judgment, respect for his opinio*, room for 
his peculiarities and idiosyncrasies. When 
Christianity in any of its confessors forgets to 
be polite, lays aside tbe apostolic injunction, 
•• be courteous," indulges in little petty self- 
prelerments and self-securities, which worldly 
good-breeding abjures, H doss not win men, it 
only invites them to disliks and despise it ; it 
denies its own nature ; for if it he anything, it 
is love in tbe heart and love in the life.

Tbe Christian shoold be the kindest of msn ; 
so ready to serve another, so willing to trait 
himself, so open-handed, to accepting distur
bance of his plans and convenience,* gracions, 
•o cheerful and ready m the small offices of 
ministering to hit neighbor’s comfort, that it 
should be s perpetual marvel to the lookers 
on how he can carry about with him this un
failing spirit of practical and hearty benefi
cence. ~

Do you say, Of course a Christian will be 
end do ell this, if he be trely what we call him? 
Ah, it would seem sometimes as though a msn 
had acquired something of the substance of 
Ibis transformed character, when be is thoagbt- 
lets about its expression. Some minds con
fuse themselves in regard to character aad 
manners, by separating and discriminating 
where there ia no room for such discrimina 
tion. The expressions ol character are a part 
ol it, no mean part ot it, the whole practical 
part of it. - ,

Genuine Christianity ought to shine forth 
in all theae forms ef sweetness, gentleness,con
sideration, sympathy, and kindness, if it would 
charm men to its beauty and lovelinesa.snd de
tach them from the odious reign of aelfiahneaa 
by winning them te itaelf.—Rts. A. L. Stone 
J). D.

suit. An intelligent, thorough going Baptist 
allow* nothing to come between him and the 
Bible. Oa this he planta himself square. 
Hera, I stand,’ he «ays, ‘tohelp roe God !' 

| ... A Methodist, on tbe other hand
holds that Wesley was called ol Vrovidence as 
muck aa Paul was called ol Christ ; and he bas 
derived hit diatiactive habit ol thought, and 

j feel lag. aad actiag, mainly from tbe former. 
He believes tbe Methodist Church to be a 
special child ot Provident e, and he accepts the 
changea witk lb it which have so transformed 
it from its simple beginnings, and are steadily 
traaaformiag il into something still more un- 
lihe its former self, a* part of iu vital growth 
and development, Hanoi the intense erjtrit 
da corps et the deaoaaination. Hence its 

equally powerful pro- 
the slight hold .wfrk 

which it grasps doctrine, aud tbe pride with 
ahieh it yields itself to the sway of the lead
ing man. The most sectarian of denomina- 
tiew, it denounces iu Baptist brethren aa bi
goted, where they sre simply unwilling to sur
render God’s truth ; and it seems to itself liberal, 
where it is simply loose. A Methodist eaa 
not become a Baptist, nor any more * Baptist 
become a Methodist, without an entire reve
led* in km whole habit of thought.”

These two bsfliss ef Christians are not so 
far apart se this leagusg* would imply. Tet, 
if prejudice aad légalisas, were abated, and 
the la* ef Jsv* increased on both «idea, they 
woeld he improved. They sre both right and 
both wrong ; alight changes would do them 
good, and bring into close communion."—Sap- 
tilt Unmet.

To which The Methodist, ot August 10th, 
pertinently aud -coachtuively replies i

The comparison bstwaua tb* Methodists and 
Baptists, mad* by the Watchman and Hrfiettor, 
W cited ia oer " Current Opinions," is thor- 
oaghly fallacious. The • Methodist does not 
defer te tradition, however good, in contrast 
with the Script area. Ie matters of Church 
policy, net prescribed ia Scripture, be ia a 

1 eapedtiwtiat, at he should be; but 
eapreae preemptions ot the Dirtne 

Weed, Be Baptist can es cel him ia fidelity.
The only possible ground for the Watchman's 

argument », that the Baptists have a greater 
seal—ahieh here simply means bigotry—lor 
what they oeppore to be a literalism of the 
text ; and this they bold in a manner which vio
lates the spirit of "the Word. Nothing, in aU 
the Pretest ant world, ie mere eeeeet felly High- 

a, aad practical aaeharftahleaere red 
bigotry, thee their literalism sheet the mere 
salarier term ef beptiem, and their eoeseqeent 

luntua. It is a won
der that, with so maa y m* of culture among 

ia the pressât age, they do aet, as a de- 
remisstioa. threw off. like Robert Hall, Sper- 

datormisy. To cite 
it, aa the Fddaw dues, aa a proof “ of fidel
ity ta the Master," is ehserfy monstrous. The 
Pivire Master taught no reek “ literalism on 
the contrary, the wheh toner ot his leaching 

literalism of his ceon- 
he never teach any 

sack iBsh*»i>ahlre«M reek eua-eommunlon of 
Baptists make a corollary of 

their literalism. Who eaa doubt that, were he 
ia oar stream to-day, he would rebuke this uar- 

i, red still narrower spirit, with 
burning words?

The application of water as a symbolical in- 
itiatise to bis Cherch, bs taught, and very ap
propriately taught, bet that he uaser meant 
that tbs quantity ot tb# inter used, or the 
mode ot ils application, or the attitude ot the 
candidate, or any other exterior peculiarity, 
should constitute the importance or validity of 
the ordinanre, is contrary to tbe whole tenor of 
the Scripturas, tbe whole genius of Christianity, 
•ed every dictate ol Christian common sense. 
Nothing but tradition—from an age ol polemic 
ttrifo led spiritual pettiness—could impose so 
deplorable aa errir on so great s Christian 
body "especially here amidst our American Prof 

itan turn.
All this may be said oo the admission that 

axel naive immersion, with its exclusive commu
nion, is Scriptural literalism ; but what might 
be said of it oa the amumptioo that there is do 
such literalism about it; that, as most of the 
Christian world holds, thi interpretation ot 
baptito as immersion, is a fiction.

Whatever view we take ot it, ose thing is 
clear, that there has been no Putejism or 8s- 
cramestanoaises propounded to oar age more 
contrary to tbe spirituality and charity of the 
Gospel, than the theory of tbe Baptists regard
ing the mere formalism of this sacrament, and 
the practical deduction which they make from 
it, end to rigorously apply to the other «som
ment—the appointed sign of Christian commu
nion nod charity.

Wants Swpvlied.—A good man shall have 
what be needs, not always what he thinks he 
needs. Providence intends "the supply of our 
necessities, but not of our desires. He will 
satisfy oer wants, but not oar wintonness. 
When a thing is not needful, a man can not 
properly be said to want it ; when it is need
ful, a good man shall not be without it. What 
is not bestowed upon us, may not be to been- 
titil at that time wherein we desire it ; for 
every thing is beautiful in ita season. He that 
did not want God's kindness to renew him, 
shall never want God's kindness to «apply him ; 
his hand «ball not be wanting to give where 
hi* heart hi* been so large in working.— 
Chamock.

METHODISTS AND BAPTISTS.

Tbe Watchman and Reflector, last week da- 
| voted a long editorial to a comparison of the

,l™WÛ.D«Wb»id they." - is your reply! Method,.,, red Baptists. It say. tb*y ar. 

to the tempter ?”
’ •• Why,” said Bishop Whatcoat, ‘ 

tells me I have preached well. I answer, ! P*r 
• yea, pretty well for a poor 
be charges that 1 have preached poorly, 
swer, ’ Yes, bet there is little tb be expected 
from a poor woim. “

this unreaaoaablene.», both ia respeet M their tames lwp out as if impellent to devour. See,

alike numerous, active, increasiag in wealth 
when he and influence, that they have employed a Urge 

ran tag* of uneducated ministers ; have 
orm,’ and when taken strong hold of the mass* of tbe people, 

I an- and are now giving much attention to educa
tion. But it asserts a radical difference : 
•' They represent, indeed, two diverse types. 

These thoughts ore evoked by • survey ot The central principal of the one » fidelity to 
the religious weeklies red by certain recoUec- the Master ; that of the other, religion* eara- 
tion* which they awaken. The minister ia the esta#*». T idelity should, ot coarse, involve 
pulpit baa another minister behind him. The earnestness, red earnestness involve fidelity ; 
•ermea ■ satisfartory. red mutt therefore he red it might st int seem a matter of indiffar- 
puffed. The étranger, m his closing prayer, enee with which wejwgan ; and yet it is quits 
raturas thanks for tbs “ able, clear, powerful certain that two different sharactsrs must ra-

God says, “ Repent," Tbe sinner answers
I mean to." ” Believe." “ Yes, I intend 

to."’ •< Prepare to meet thy God." Such is
my purpose.” “ Turn ye, for why will you 
die ?" “ I intend to turn before the hour of 
death." ” What thy hand fiudetb to do, do it 
with thy might." ” Yea, I believe that is the 
right way, and I intend to be' zealous for God 
some time." “ Now ia the accepted time."

No, not nom." To day is the day of salva
tion.” “No, not to-day; I must attend to 
other concerns to day." “ Seek first the king
dom ot God red Hi* righteousness.” “But 
to-morrow will do as well, or next month, or » 
nest year." “ To-day il you will hear bis voire 
harden not year hearts." Go thy way for this 
time, whw 1 hare a eoavreient season I will 
•all for thee." Thw doss God invita, besssoh. 
red sommsod. and thus do msn hesitate, tsrn 
porixt or delay, till thsf are lost.


