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MR, GLADSTONE'S LETTE l.

A letter addressed by Mr, Gladstone
to Mr, G. W, Smalley, of the New York
Tribune, calls for some notice, The right
hon, gentleman, speaking of Washing.
ton, expresses
impressed with the moral elevation and
greatness of his characler, and even goes
;s far as to say that he found himself at
a loss to name among the statesmen of
any age or country many, or possibly
any, who could be his rivals, The IP're.
micr diselaims ary intention in this
statement of disparaging the class of pol-
iticians, men of his own craft and cloth,
whom, in his own land, and with his own
experience, he has found no less worthy
than other men of love and of admira-
tion. He could, he thinks, name among
them to him
near even to Washington,

himself

as profoundly

to come
Shutting out

men who seem
the last half century from the compar-
ison, he gays, that it among all the pedes
tals supplied by history for public char-

acters of extraordinary purity and nobil-
ity he saw one higher than all the rest,

nolce uc

fittest occ

il ab a wowment s

required to name the upant
for it, his choice at any time during the
last forty-five years would have fallen,
and it would now fall, upon Washington,
After this graceful and eloquent tribute
to George Washington, the father of his
country, first in peace, first in war, and
first in the hearts of his countrymen,
Mr. Gladstone proceeds to discuss the
relations of the English-speaking peo
ples with each other, Of their growth in
numbers he says :

“Mr, Barham Zincke, no incompetent
calculator, reckons that the English-
speaking peoples of the world a hundred
years hence will probably count a thou-

sand millions, Some I'rench author,

whose name I unfortunately forget, in a
recent estimate, places them somewhat
lower ; at what precise figure I do not
recollect, but it is like 600 or 800 mil-
lions. A century back 1 suppose they
were not much, it at all, beyond fifteen
millions ; 1 also suppose we may now
take them at a hundred.

“These calculations are not o visionary
as they may seem to they rest
upon a vather wide induction, while the
best they can pretend to is mugn ap-
proximation. DBut, as [ recollect, wis
cither lmlay, or one of those with \\lmm
the name of that creature is associated,
that computed, a century back, the pro-

some ;
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