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TUE OLD PROPHECQY,

The correspondencs wounld have us
bpefieve that the Church s dying. So
tafked the Romans of the times of Dio-
ckobian and of St. Augustine, who says
of shese prophets : ‘I soe them sink in-
to the grave while she moves on. She
has passed through the full eycle of
ohaages in order to show us that she
is independent of them all. They who
pruciaimed her downfall nigh are dead
aod thelr names serve but to romind us
of the words of Holy Writ, * The kings
ol the earth stood up and the princes
web together against the Lord and
agninst his Ohrist. © But *he that

dwelleth in heaven shall laugh at
them ; and the Lord shall deride
them."' "’

= ———

WORKS-NOW.

The poocket editions of Voltaire who
govern France may stimulate the Cath
dies to be worthy of their ancestors
sed to warm into benefloent activity
the spirit which wmade besutiful the
lide of their own St. Loumis, *‘the
asmble sergeant of Christ.”” They
have learned by this time that a Gov
omment that does not recognize God
as Master, cannot be master of iteelf,
and must become an unbridled deepot-
isn. Anent the assertion that religion
was emigrated from France, we are
giad to learn from our esteemsd oon-
temporary, The Ave Maria, that Victor
Gieand, a nniversity] prolessor, thor-
omghly familiar with the subject, does
oot hesitate to say : ** Politically van
quished, tracked and proscribed and
parsecuted. . . never since Bossuet
and St. Francis de Sales—perhaps not
sisee the thirteenth century—has
¥eemch Catholicism in reality been
suronger, mora fruitfal, more alive.’

THE *“ EDITOR"' AND POPE PIUS.
' The ** able editors '’ regret that Leo
XU is not on the Papal throne. They
refer to him as ‘‘ masterly,’’ though
thme was when they dubbed him a re-
astionary and one out of joint with the
thmes. They hint that the son of a
Vemetian peasant cannot hope to cope
with modern problems. For this asser
thm they advance no reason, because
they have uo reason to advaoce. It is
strange, of course, that ‘* able editors,”
wieo rub elbows with ward heelers and
slop over occasionally, and whose
greatest president was a rail-splitter,
have the idea that a peasant’'s son,
dowered with a personality that extorts
love and admiration snd of a line of
Peutiffs, compared to which the proud-
est royal bouses are but of yesterday,
cannot solve problems which thelr
't able editors "’ master 80 easily.

But the end is not yet. The prob-
lems will be solved, and by the Church.
To the eyes of the editors the Pope is
defeated, and, therefore, casnnot measure
ap the standard of the aristocratic and

fal Cl a or the retired
aristocrats of the buoccauneering cor-
porations whoee platitudes they chron-
icle s0 seriously.

The first Pope was a Asherman and
yot coped so successfully with the
Komanas, that he commenced an age of
religious sovereignty in which they
might spend their own heathen
times twioe over and nob see its
end. Many a Pope was of patri-
cian origin: others came from the
ranks of the lowly; one was & swineherd:
bnt they all perpetuate the life of
Christ, Who was koown to the law as
the son of a earpenter. We know that
with the Papasy as with our Lord a
thousand years aro as buta day. Pati-
enoe and confidence. *‘This is the
victory which overcometh the world—
your faith, '’

THE LONDON SATURDAY REVIEW
VS. OHRISTIAN GUARDIAN.

The Ohristian Guardian, published
ander the authority of the Methodisk
Church, says ;

 Protestants and ardent sympathiz
ors with the French Roepablic are re-
jololag that the extreme staod taken
vy the Papal authorities has backed up
the Government in its extreme though
altogether reasonable measures.'

The London Saturday Review, (Pro-
tentant) Deo. 15, says :

“ Ag the wires flash aocross the
Channel the daily alarms and excur-
sions incidental to the war agsinst
Obristianity, now inaugurated in the
land of 8t. Louis, Eaglishmen begin to
realize tne meaning of the gigantio act
of plunder and sacrilege recently per-
peteated by the French Republio. The
wrath is that the pigmy Jacoblns, to
whom French folly has entrusted the
dostinies of a great nation, have tornup
She religious settlement which the ad
ministrative genius of Napoleon devised

LONDON, ONTARIO
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‘Pd which for a century had given to
Franee some measure of religions peace,
Tho reasons that have urged these
pigmy Robespierres and Dantons to
this colossal crime are notorious out
slde Kogland, "

The Ohristian Guardian is sure that
Protestants support the French Govern-
went In its altogether reasonable meas-
ares.

The London Saturday Review says ;—

o,

. 0 do these atheists justice, they
have for thirty years shouted their

beliefs in the market place. From
Gambetta’'s Le clericalisme voila | en
nemé to M. Briaod's Il faut en finir

svec |'idee chretienne [We must abolish
all idea of Onrist |, they have marched
steadily on to their goal which is the
transformation of their countrymen into
not only a non Christian but an anti
Christian nation. Kvery word in this con
nection that the Jacobin politicians say,
every act that they do, proves them to
be not only the enemics of Catholicism,
but also of Christianity. The Cath
olicism which they attack isallowed by
learned FKrench Protestants to be
the only form of Christianity that
practically counts in France. The
contemptuons  toleration that the
[tepublic extends to powerless Calvin-
istic sects in no way interferes with
its general purposes and serves to blind
the eyes of Protestant Kngland to its
ultimate designs.”’

The
says :

Christian Guaardian, Dec. 19,

‘ Many times during the past few
months bave the weakness and vaocilla-
tion of the Papacy greatly embarassed
the Bishops and clergy in France,”’

The London Saturday Review says :

‘‘As, however, it is repeatedly stated
in the press that but for the Pope the
French epircopate would have accepted
the dishonorable proposal, let the
British public know that they were
absolutely unanimous in rejecting it.
The only basis, in fact, for the absurd
statement to the contrary is that
oertain Bishops did consider whether
it was possible to form associations
under the Separation Law on a canoni-
cal basis and that they gave up the
attempt as hopeless. This week also
the absurd fiction has been revived
that the Pope has in Germany accepted
the principle of associations cultuelies
This argument has been invented al
most entirely for English consumption,
[n France they know better than to
use it. The fact is that Germwan
Charch councils are perfectly canoni-
cal, for, like Eopglish churchwardens,
they are werely administers of Church
property, not organizars or controllers
of Church worship."'

The Christian Guardian says :

** Hvidently, and from the Church's
point of view, Pius X, was not io-
tended for such times as these.””

The London Saturday Review, says *

“But why, says our Krastian journal-
ists, did the Pope and the Bishops re-
fuse to fall in with M, Briand's kind
offer aud not legalize Church worship
uuder the law of public meetings ?
The answer is that to bave done so
would have compromised the whole
position of the Pope and the Charch
and at the best have saved the
cburches from desecration only for a
year. It may further be added that M,
Briand's proposal that a siogle notice
shounld hold good for a year was in it-
self a counsel of lawlessness, and that
the Pope has left it to the Jaocobin
Mipistry to violate alike the Statute
Law and the Rights of Man,

It is a reliel to turn irom these hypo
o'itical sophistries to contemplate the
stand ot French Catholics. Their at-
titnde is historically remarkable, for
never before in the struggle between
the State and the Vatican in Fravce
has French Catholicism so unanimously
ranged itrelf on the side of the Papacy.
« « » BSuch facts render the solid
unity in the Catholic Church of Franee
and the united resolution of its mem-
bers to suffer unundeserved loss and
shameful persecution the more im-
pressive. Only an issue of the first
moment could have united so great a
body, hampered as it is by Krastian
traditiors, in so magnificent a protest.’’

The Christian Guaardian refers to the
Vatican’s determination *‘ to take the
extreme obscarantist position and
order the atter rejection of recent con-
cessions granted by the French Govern-
ment.""

The Loodon Saturday Review says:

“Perhaps the most offensive feature
in this press cawpaign is the attempt
made to represent the Pope as the
assailant of the Jaws and liberties ol
Frenchmen, and to drape this Jacobin
snti- Christianity in the honored mantle
of QGallicanism. The troth is that
throughout the struggle the Republie
and not the Pope has been the law-
breaker. The very pretext for the
Separation Inaw was the Pope's inter-
ference to abate a grave ecclesiastical
seandal whioch no Church in Christen
dom could tolerate. The dissolution
of the Concordat without notice to
the Holy See was in the circumstances
a discourteous violation of the dip:
Jlomatic usages of civilized nations.
The Separation Law violated the splrit
of the Conocordat in & most dishonor-
able manner. The paltry salaries paid
to the French olergy ander chat treaty
represented the nation's shabby com
pensation for the great weslth with
which the piety or penitence of the pre-
revolutionary sges had endowed the
Gallican Charoh, snd of which the
Revoiution robbed hor.'

The Chriatian Guardian refers o the
¢ gbaonraatist position of Pius X."

The London Sataeday Raview saya :

| between Anglicanism and Romanism,

‘* The encyclical, the bravest thing in
trath that has come to France from the
Vatican since the day when Pins VI,
hurled the ‘Civil Coustitution’ of the
clergy in the faces of the men of the
first revolution, shounld herald the dawn
of a new era for the annals of French
Catholicism, . . . This conception
of associations of laymen for ecclesias-
tical purposes responsiole to a Couneil
of State and independent of the Bishop
is absolutely unCatholie. . . . We
have said that the principle of the
association is unCatholie; no small pro-
portion of Protestants wonld repudiate
it as anti-Christian. Strange as it may
seem to the ordinary Protestant, the
Pope is toxday fighting with far better
justification and far greater moderation
the very war that Chalmers and the
other founders of the Free Kirk waged
in Scotland sixty years ago for the
‘ Crown rights of Christ.” "’

The Ohristian Guardian says :

‘ The present animosity is not a re-
ligious persecution.

** Not the least melancholy ieature in
this unhappy story is the fact that
Eoglish [and Amorican] sympathy, it
would seem, is geverally on the anti-
Christian side., As a fact, the Pope is
in every way the ivjared party, and in
this case the cause for which he is
fighting is the cause of Christendom.
Une men who rule France to day make
no concealment of their hatred and con
tempt for Christianity and its Founder.
There is no question here of diffarences

or indeed between Romanism and Pro
testantism, The Pope in this matter is
fighting the battle of Christendom."

For the Loodon Saturday Review,
we thank our esteemed contemporary,
the Sacred Heart Review .

We do not believe that The Christian
Guardian voices the opinious of Metho-
dists in this matter. The editor, we
think, speaks for himself, and even he,
let us hope, when he studies the ques
tion, may refuse his support to the
avowed enemies ol Christianity.

TWELVE CAUSES OF NEGLECT OF
CONFESSION.

Acting upon the suggestion of a cor-
respondent that a discussion of the
causes of negleot of oconfession would
result in a great deal of rcal good to
Catholice, Rev. Ernest R. Haull, B, J.,
the learned editor of Tae Examiner, of
Bombay, who has had long experience
as a missionary, writes :

‘$The neglect of confession is of
sufficiently frequent occurrence to
make it a matter worthy of examination.
We can think of twelve causes which
may lead to neglect of confession.
These are as follows :

* 1. Sometimes, and in a few cases,
it is the result of mere pique or tensi
tiveness. It happens that one day a
particular priest has a headache or in-
digestion, or is worried out of his life
for one reason or other—perhaps upsot
by some unusually irritatiog penitent,
who would indulge in long rigmaroles
about irrelevant matters, or would per
sist in whispering so low that it was
impossible to hear a word. Under
these vexatious ocircumstances the
priest has spoken a little harshly or
irritably, and the penitent has gone
out in & huff, maliciously resolved never
to go to confession again, to * that
man ’ at least ; and perbaps never to
go to confession again to any priest
whatsoever. Sometimes such a resolu
tion is also made for reasons outside
confession, as, for instance, the idea
that Father 30 and-sonegleots tosalute
me in the street, or to visit me at
home, or has refused to receive my
visit out of the usual time, or has * in

everything out quite straight. When
this has ouce been done, they will be
surprised to find how easy the matter
is and how ill-founded their spprehen-
sion,

*3. Those who have absented them
selves from confession for a long time
often object that they cannot remem
ber properly what they have done, or

how often., They are not in the habit
of watching themselves. They live by
impulse, sometimes withont dolog
wrong, sometimes having their fling
for a time, and soon, How can they re
eall details ? The answer 's as lollows:

There is a difforence between theory
avd practice in this matter. In theory
the exact number, species and agzra
vating circumstances of each and every
sin «ught to be expressed. But this
theoretical rale is tempered by another
prac:ical rule, viz., the penitent is
bound to confess his sias only in sach
way as they present themselves to his
own conscionsness, and only with that
standard of exactness which belongs to

bis temperameat, character acd habits. |

No man is boand to turn the examina-
tion of his consecience into a head-split-
ting drudgery, He is only boand to
survey his sins w th the rame degree of
care with which he surveys the ordin-
ary affairs of his life. To take an in-
stance : ‘How much and how often do
you smoke ?’ You will tell me: ‘Well,
I never kept a very ¢xact record., I
smoke a pipe regularly in moderation,
perhaps three or four times a day
Besides this, I always have a box of
cigars, and sm ke one or two a day,
off and on, as wel as an occasional
cigarette,
throogh a box of cigars a month and
perhaps a pound of Richmond mixture.
Withont watchi g mysell and taking
notes, I cannot tell you more accurate-
ly that that’' Now, if the guestion
were about a oertain sin instead of
about smoking, this woul ! be coasider-
ed a fairly satisfactory confes-ion. It
would give the priest an approximate
idea, and the best you can convey
under the circumstances. No more is
demanded than this ordinary care.
And if, without gross negligence, some
sins are forgotten or some mistakes are
made, that practically does not matter.
Youn have exercised a reasonable effort
to give a true asccount, and that is all
the Church requires. These remarks
are, of course, not to be taken as an
encouragement to negligence and ship-
shodoess in con'ession, but only in
tended to remove {rom the mind all
idea that oonfession makes demands
which are beyond the ordinary capa-
eity of the peaitent.

4. As ahelp to method, the fol-
lowing lines can be suggested. Take
the big sins first—those which are ob-
vious and grave—impurity, theft or
1raud, drankenness, ighting or quarrel
ing, hatred or wishing evil to others,
slandering othera, deliberate lying,
gross neglect of family or busivess
duties, inexcusable absence from Mass,
omission of Easter doties, unexcusable
neglect of fasting or abstinence. It is
easy to sattle at once what are the
chief failings — perhaps only two or
three out of the list. Then settle
whether these sins were committed
more or less daily, or weekly, or month-
ly, or only once or twice. Next re-
hearse the list very shortly—five head
ings. How often for each ? Then go
in and tell your tale. If you show
signs of care in preparation, the priest
will pot bother you much, it at all.
You can save all anxiety by simply
saying, ‘ This is all I remember.
Please ask me some questions.' The
priest will then put one or two—
probably on those vices which you have
pot mentioned-—aud then you answer on
the spur of the moment, just as you
remember ; and the whole trouble is
over.

‘5. There are some who have no

sulted ' me in some way or other.
Of course this is utterly unreason
able. And 80, by way of revenge, I re
solve to have nothing to do with
him, or to perhaps to have
pothing to do with priests at all.
No one throws away a whole box of
cigars because, forsooth, one of them is
worm eaten or burns hot and crooked.
8till less will & man who finds his pipe
stopped up one evening resolve ko give
up smoking for the rest of his lile on
that acocount. But the foregoing way
of proceeding is no less absurd. Kven
if some unfortunate incident or some
pa‘ural incompatibility of temperament
repels me from having anything to do
with one particular coafessor, this does {
not preveut me from trying another |
with whom no such difficulty exlsts."

|

|

|

Otherwise it comes to this : *1am de
termined not to save my soul because
Father Soand so is a pasty wman.'
What could be more irrational ¥

*¢2, Pattiog acide this toolish cause, |
it may be that some peaitents, being of |
their sentitive nature, find confession |
very embarrassing, because of the
imagined dificuity of the process and ]
because they apprehend that they will |
be harassed or heckled by the confessor |
with awkward questions or demands |
difficult to meet. Tais difficulty often |
arises merely from the imagination, |
and chiefly from previous negleot of |
confession. Those who have been
brought up well from childhood, and |
have practiced confession regularly |
ever since, und it quite simple, easy |
and patural, They regard it as a mat. |
ter .t course to tell the prlest all that |
lies on their conssience : their training |
makes the preparation easy, aud the |
completeness and olearness of their |

difficulty in knowing a certain sin they
have committed, but they have a pain-
ful dread of mentioning it. They go in
to the confessional with the full inten
tion of confeesing it, but somehow or
other the words stick in their throat
and they put it off to the last, and
finally end in not mentioning it at all ;
and the absolution is over before they
koow where they are. This looks like
a saorilegious confession, but it is not.
A sacrilegions confession occars only
when the penitent wilinlly intends not
to tell the =in ; whereas in ihis case he
intended to tell it, but failed to do so
out of sheer embarrassm-nt and trepi-
dation.||;Where this happens, thera is
one simple rule to follow. As soon as
you realizo that yon have omisted that
sin, interrupt tho priest at once and
say, * Father, there is romething else.’
He will at once ask, * Well, what is it?’
And then if you reply, * I don't like to
mentin it,' he will encourage you, or
even suggest what it might be ; and
then all will be put right at once.

** Suppose, however, you forget this
little dodge, and actually leave the box
with the sin unoconfessed. You need
not on that account be disturbed or
remain away from Comwmunion. You
can either go in again and tell the
priest at once or you can resolve to
mention it next time you go. Next
time you csn simply say, ** Toere was
somethiog which | left out last confes
sion, though I meant all the timd to
tell it,” or whatever the case may be.

6. ** There are some who know well
enough what their sins are, but they
cannot break off their bad habit. They
feel sure that they will go on commit
ting it in the future, and that a good
resolation is of no use. Henoce, though

contession renders questions unneces- | they would really like to break it off,

sary, But if this early habit has been
vegleoted, people feel awkward. They
think it embarrassing to tell the secrets
of their lives, irksome to examine sheir
consciance, avd diffisult to express
themselves. The oniy remedy i boldly
to face the daty, make a carefnl ex-
amination of consciense, snd then blars

they stay away from confession be.
cause they think it would be humbug
This is wrong. No matter how sore
you are of fatare falls, at leash yoa oan
resolve to try toavoid them, A sincere
resolve to tey is all that is required.
The Charch does not demaond {rom yon
a promisze never to sin again ba% ouly

1907
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i
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|
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I mizht gu-ss that I got |

a firm purpose of trylng not to nini
again, |
%7, Some go further, They can
not bring themselves to make a resolu I
| tion even to try. Toe sio is s0o seduo- |
tive, they enjoy it so much, that L}u-_vi
really want to go on with it, Of course |
s0 long as they are iu this frame of |
mind they ocannot fuldl the conditions |
required for & good confession. Bat
they ought to work themselves up as

| far as a wish not to sin and & res lu

tion to try, and then they will be @t to
g0,
" Some, again, would like to give
up & sin, bat they fiad it so hard to |
keep out of the ocoasion which leads to |
They cannot give up the company |
which lures them to destruction, or the '
habit (say gambling or drink) which |
leads them to excess. [ven here they
ought at least to resolve to try to avoid
the occasion. And if the resolve is
| sincere, they can go to econfession, even
| thoungh they have great doubts as to
whether they will succeed in keeping
the.r resulution, [f thera is some very
| special difficulty in getting rid of the
ocoasion, they =hould tell the confes.
sor and ask hisadvice how to act. The
essential element required in all these
cases is a sincere wish to avoid the |
sin, plus a sincersintention of trying in |
a practical way to do so, to the best of |
one's ability. When this disposition is
| sincerely manifested to the confessor, |

|
| he will hardly refuse absolation, though [
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

| ot course, each case has to be con
| sidered on its own merits. It is sin-
| cerity of purpose which makes a good
confession, and conscious insincerity of
parpose which makes a bad one.

¢9. Thereare others whose neglect of
confession comes from inherent pride,
self-concait or independence of spirit.
They know that confession is a duty
but their lofy spirit refuses to under
take an act so humiliating and so
repugnant to their sell esteem. Pride
is essoentially the spirit of abolutism.
[t does not mean that a man really
thinks himsell to be God, or equal to
God ; the facts are too obvious for that,
But his head is swollen to such an
extent that he practisally goes about
as if he were the supreme, and cannot
stand even the thought of submission
and obedience. Ile knows that he is
only a servant in the house of the Lord,
yet he gives himself airs as il he were
an independent gentleman at large, and
as if the whole of his Master's estab
lishment belonged to him. Before such
a man can be fit for coanfession, he
must recognize this pride as a sin,
repent of it and be ready to confess it
at the head of his list.

“10. Coming to another class, there
are some who neglect confession not
out of any special repugnance for it or
difficulty involved ia it, but out of
sheer laziness and torpor of soul. They
neglect confession just as they neglect
everything else which causes.trouble
or requnires effort, Suach persons re
quire a spiritual tonie, such as a
dangerous iliness or the sudden death
of a friend or relation, to give them a
flilip. It is, however, well to notice
that spiritual torpor may somelimes
come from bodily torpor—heavy condi-
tion of body, or nervous debility, or
overstrain. Sach persons in the first
instance want doctor’'s treatment-—a
change of air, a rest, a course of regu-
lar exercise, or a few bottles of phos-
phates to brace up their bodily system
—after which there is a chance of &
spiritnal revival also. In any case,
they are, of course, bound to make an
effort to perform their substantial
duties, no matter how sluggish or flabby
they may feet.

** 11. There are others, again, who
are energetic enough in all matters of
pleasure, busi or am it ; who
will slave themselves to death over
some (urely secular hobby or occupy
tion, and are as keen as needles where
it is a matter of this world's affairs ;
but who in the department of religion
are as apathetic as a hedgehog, or even
as dead as a doornail, These are the
vietims of mental trophy. We ocan
only recommend them to read ‘Fortify
ing the Layman ' and see whether, in
the light of the ideas there conveyed,
they canvot revive their religions in-
stinets once more—by taking the pro-
par amount, first, of intellectual, then
of emotional intere:t in the things of
faith.

12, Finsily, there are those who
thro gh the inflaenco of non Cat olie
surronudiogs come fir t to neglect the
caltivation of their faith : and if they
have not ac ually lost it, h.ve let it
grow so weak as to lose all practical
influence to their lives, Kither the in
filuration of the princip'es of indiffor-
entism has led to indifference or vice
vorsa, indifference has led to an im-
plicit aocceptance of tha priaciplea of
ind fisrentism

“Speakiog in general, the more in
cidental the canwe which leads to neg-
leot of confession, the easier is it to be
cared by external helps, such as adviee,
suggestion or eriticism ; while the more
radical the caun:@, the more is tha care
out of the reach of externalaid. Tonose
who need caring of torpor, atrophy or
indifference are, in fact, out of the
reach of the clergy. If they are to be
cured, they can only ba encouraged to
make an effoct for themselves, other
wise they must be left simply in the
hands ot God. There is no doing any-
thing with them.'”

The life ot every man is a diary in
which he means to write one story and
does write another ; and his humblest
honr is when he evmpares the volume
as it is with what he vowed to make it.
—J. M. Barrie,

What all religious, poekical, pure and
tender sounls are lesst able so pardon is

| members of his own household

| of Rome.

» f. - ’

DEATH OF CARDINAL CAVAGRNIS

Rowe, Suunday, Dec, 30, 1908,
Yesterday the guests invited te
dinner by the Rector of the Koglish
College for the Feast of St. Thomss
were shocked to learn of the doath of
Cardinal Cavagnis, Some of them had
seen him the very dav before, appar

ently in exocellent health —Indeed &he
notloed
pothing wrong when he retired for the
light on Friday. Bat the Oardinal
had suflered for some years from heart
lisesse, and his untimely end was
doubtless hastened by the heavy work
he attempted to perform during the
last two or three years, e was one of
the most active, learned and practieal
adv sors of the Holy Father, and his
loss to the Holy See and the Ssored
College is little short of a calamity at
the present moment.

ANOTHER LOSY — CARDINAL TRIPEPL'S
DEATH,

Bat later in the day another shook
was in store for the ecclesiastioal woeld
Cardinal Tripepi bad been
ailing for a few days, but so slighely
that he had not deemed it necessary to
call in a doctor. Yesterday morning
his servant found him lying unconsciens
on the rude bed with its straw matbtross
which he has always used, and over
which he had set the simple mobto
Satis morituro. The doctor immedi-
ately prononueed that he had had a

| stroke of apoplexy, and beld out me

hope of recovery. At five in the even-
ing Cardinal Tripepi also passed away,
and vhus within a tew hours the Sasred
College had lost two of its most illas-
trious members, Cardinal OCavagnis's
works on Canoa Law are knowa aad
studied all over the world, and besides
these Le published some valuable treat-
ises on social and religions questions.
Cardinal Tripepi's literary astivity and
versatility was literally amazing-—his
writings if collected would doubtless
fill over a hundred large volumesa.
Daring the Pontificate ot Pius X, im
less than three years and a half, me
fewer than sixteen ocardinals have
passed away, while only six cardiasls
have been created by Pius X. Oar-
dinals Nocella and Cretoni are perman-
ent invalids ; and Cardinal Martinelli
is only recovering from a serious il-
pess. Cardinal Gruscha has got over
the recent orisis which threatened hie
life but he is still very weak and hels

eighty seven., Yet although Cardiaal
Cavagnis and Tripepi were among the
the most active of the Cardinals of the
Quria, it is not likely that the vacanies
left by them will be filled.—Tns Tab

les.
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“GIVING THE PEOPLE WHAT
THEY WANT."

That's the cry of every villisn whe
is doing the demon’'s work of helping
souls to hell, says the Calendar, of 8.
Mary's Church, Chicago. And the
ery is always a plea for justification.

The theatrical manager puts a nasty
play “‘on the boards.” Somebody with
a conscience complains, The manager
shrugs his shoulders avd rewarks :
“I'm only giving the people what they
want,”” Poor man ! What a pity that
he must violate bis own delicate com-
science, do wicked things against his

will, How cruel the people are. Poor
man !
And then the aotress. She waate

you .to understand that she hersell is
decent, But she acts in an indecent
play. Yes, but she must ‘' give the
people what they want.'” Poor thing (
She is a slave, tou. And the people
are tyrants ! Shame upon them !
Pity the poor actress |

And the ‘‘yellow’ journalist., He
olaims that his own life is pure. And
his own family is happy s»nod his chil-
dren are *‘ nise’’ and refined. But you
say his pipers encourage impurity ?
And wreck the happiness of other men's
homes? And spoil millions of children.
Of course, but how can he help it?
He is ooly *‘giving the people what
they want,”” Poor man| He has no
mind or will of his own. The people

dictate to him. Poor fellow ! Pity
him !
Aad the saloon keeper. He hates

the business as wach as anybody. He
wouldn't let his own boy drink. Not
if he could help it. And his girls are
far away from the smell of the saloon—
off in an aristocratic convent school,
learning lovely mauoners. Bat, other
peoples boys are going to damnatiom
io his saloon. And other peoples' girls
come io his side door to his hell—
which is his back room. Bat how ean
he help that ? He most ‘‘give the
poople what they want.'”’ He is an
obj ot not for blame but for sympathy.
Sympathize with him., Poor fellow f
And s0 it goes. It is wonderfal how
many slaves there are to the demavnds
of the people. The people are awlully
oroel to them.

You don't suppose the slaves do the
oatering just becaase they want the

money ? No! Nol That would be
unjast to them. They don't want the
mooey. They only want to satily the

people. And the people are tyrants.
That's all. Pity the poor manager
of the nasty show. Pity the poor
actora and actiesses, Fity the poor
editor of the *‘yellow’’ sheet. Pity
the poor saloon-keeper, Pity the poor
dive keeper. Pity them all. They
need all the pity they own get. And
pity them now, before they die.

Beoaunse you can be sare of one thing
they will get no pity after they die.
God will not pity them. God will say
“You gave the people what they
wanted ; pow [ will give yon what you
deserve. The people wanted belp to
hell. And you supplied their want,
You deserve what they wanted. And
you shall have it."

the dimination or degradation of their
ideal.
]

Pity the poor wman who gives the
people what they wanb,
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