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3 a mystery above

A mystery, 1o b ¢ 2 1
rejects a reveal ¥ a smile of incredulity.

the flat ¢f His will? Does He not
hold this world in the midst ol space ?
Does He not transform a blade of
grass to grain for the nourishment of
the human race ? It not this a mar-
vellous transubstantiation—not the
less wonderful because it is daily
ocenrring the world over 7 Did God
pot rain down manna on the children

of Isreal for forty years in the desert ? |

Egypt and change water into wine at
the marriage feast of Cana ?

“ Do you not believe in the Trinity
mystery that is not only above cur
reason, but apparently contradictory to
reason ? Do you not believe in the
Incarnation, which declares that the

helpless Inf: { Bethle ras God 3 ]
pless Infant of Bethlehem was Giod The thought that the aged have little

value in the practical affairs of others
causes many a time the slow tears of
recollection to course down the with-

““Is not everything around us a mys
tery, and are we not a mystery to our-
2 You cannot explain to me how

the soul, which is a simple substance,
without length, or breadth, or dimen-
sions, permeates and animates the whole
body, You canrot explain how the
blood circulates in our veins. You
cannot explain the mystery of life and

“The material world in which we
dwell abounds in mysteries which we

“If man were to have told his fathers
a century ago that the day would soon
come when their children would be pro-
pelled by steam over the Continent at |
the rate of forty or sixty miles an hour

fathers sixty years ago that our cities

draw them with great speed through
our streets, they would have answered

1 ; ‘It they were told they could speak
incomprehensible to their friends in a conversational

tone in Chicago or New York and be
distinctly heard, they would have re-

garded the man that said so as a Baron

Munchausen.

¢ Apnd yet, my brethren, we live to
sce railroad cars propelled by steam
and steamships plying across the ocean,
We have lived to see our streets and
homes lit by electricity, the chained
lighting impels our chariots through
the streets, and we may now converse
with our friends in a distant city as
easily as if they were with us in the
same room. llow are true are the

words of Hamleb ;

There ar: more things ia heoven and earth
- Horatio.
Than are deesnmb of in your philoso

‘““ A religious body that respects a
mystery because it is incomprebensible

contains in itself the seeds of dissola
tion and will soon end in rationalism.

“* The great obstacle of the Christian
faith is pride of intellect. Would to
God that we could realize once tor all
how dim and obscure is our intellecr,
and then we would grow in faith, How
small is your body compared with the
earth ; how insignificant eompared with
the universe which surrounds us | And
yet there is infinitely greater propor-

|

| years agon ewith all the vanished hopes,

| love alms and glories of their youth.

| Happy they who have such pleasant
| retrospect ! Too often it occurs that |
| some old couple have toiled and slaved
and sacrificed during all the years that |

: 1 | make ree score and ten, only
Did He not with five barley loaves and | ™a%€ up th SUOTS Al . 1y

two fishes feed five thousand men, be
sides women and children ? Did He
pot change the rivers into blood in |

| it happens too that the children

est of all thoughts, how true it

ered cheek.

and despise or are ashamed of

ion they create !

the impress
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that which He tavgat us concerning
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vital, enthusiastic tumult of existence
about them the aged sit apart with
helpless hands and dream upon the |

to have the shadows of loneliness and |
| desolation make mnight of life before |
| the night of death. Iow frequently |
of

such old people seem to forget that |
| their parents have any epjoyment or |
| interest in the ordinary pleasures |
t which appeal to the young ! Ah! sad- |
is |
that the heart and the spirit may yet

be young when everythiog else is cld.

Tenderness and consideration to the
old is a duty, and a duty, too, which
when gently done, the blessing of God
transmutes into a pleasure. How piti-
ful are those objects or creatures, who
having a little better chance in life
owing to the industry and self-sacri-
fice of their parents then turn about
the
homely manners of the good old people.
How mistaken such children are

i All
right-minded pertons must abominate
them for neglect of filial daty and
condemn without reserve the false

whims, and in the days hereafter,
when the roaring world shall sound
dim in your age-deafened ears, God
will repay you with like service.

The Saviour's Lesson.

In a certain true sense the most im-
pressive lesson of Our Lord's life was

the spirit of prayer. It was a lesson
which He took thirty years to teach—
vay, even in Ilis public ministry, the
greater part of the time was conse-

crated to prayer. For thirty years un- For a Disease

known in Nazareth, He tanght us how
to live, and by our hidden lives of
prayer glorily God and contribate to
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