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A®. ^ ?ThT-WnnH«rfn1 ïMnwl-Tf w ^ T® ®Mn“ence the publication of a- most highly interesting historical romance of the time of Queen Elizabeth The
title of the story is TheWond rfui Flowe. of Woxmdon It is from the pen of Rev. Joseph Spillman, S.J. The readers of the “True Witness ” who-thave read the storv 
<,f“ The Secret of the Confessional by the same author, published a little over a year ago, will welcome this new work which is based upon the most authentic of hJ 
terical facts, as the author says. It might even be antitled Babmgton’s conspiracy,” as the story is woven from the tissue of events that gave Mary Stuart to the scaffold 
and which crushed the hopes of the Catholic par y of that period. We will not forestall the pleasure our readers must derive from the fareful perusal of this spTendfd
trearb/evTiï l^er oî cttholic literature " att<mtl®n t0 ltS preS6nCe in these columnj’ leavin^to them-elves the appreciation of a work that should

HALIFAX SPEAKS. — On ‘*he 
22r.J January, St. BEary’s Hall, 
Halifax, was crowded with -over 

.eight hundred Catholics, .called ^to
gether by Archbishop lO'Brien, * ±o 
enter a. protest against *he detiona- 
tion attached to the oath of acces
sion. Amongst those •’tfho spoke-ito 
the resolutions that were t move* and 
adopted‘iwere Sir M. B. iBoly. Mr. 
Justice Meagher, Hon. iWm. Chis
holm and Hon. SenAor (Power. .The 
.resolutions, two in number, con
tained an emphatic protest ..against 
the insult offered their religious con
victions, which as loyal Canadians 
they resented, and a statement that 
as the religious belief of Catholics 

■ does not. diminish their iloer&l.ty, they 
resent being singled <©ut for condemn 
nation by . the said declaration. The 
most important portion .Of the re
port which we received consisted,of 
the very ; appropriate remarks of 
Archbishop O’Brien. It is a well 
known fact that whenever tffis Grace^ A T X7 I known fact that whenever Has Grace Catholic Association of London; we

I f"' I of Halifax speaks he always gives ,find that in Belfast there exists an-
■ «wrnamnn.in irfAAS <»f the highest -----!.. V__ _ _
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opening 
said :

" We have,-met here to-night to 
protest emphatically agaiest the 
further continuance of a declaration, 
blasphemous <m itself, most insulting 
to nearly ono4ialf the people «of this 
Dominion, and painful, a* we i must 
suppose, to the sovereign Who • is 
forced to echo the unholy .words, 
and the base calumnies, weiled 
tho <rh they be, of an evil age. For 
the ovtlaration trto the oatto -of ac
cession ds all this. And yet, iwg a 

means • to secure «.a Protestant isuc- 
.cession, rit is as^inadequate in fits 
•precautions as it Js offensive 3n,#ats 
(phraseology.”

This is the language of not only; a 
•distinguished peelate of the 
•Catholic Church, bat also of one »#f 
•Canada’s foremost literary sons, and 

| one -of the most eminent scholars in 
the "British dominions. Surely voices 
like these must be heard beyond tlhèf 
Atlantic.

, SUNBAY •SHOPEINC.—We have 
heard much ads about the closing of 
small stores, -tabacco shops, news
paper d<g>ots, ,coody stores and such 
tike, on Sunday. We find, «and quite 
justly, that six days of the week 
should be sufficient fdr all citizens to 
make whatever purchases they might 

I need, without occupying the one day 
I of rest, the one holjç day of the sev- 
I en, in the operations of trade. But 
I we are, after all, away behind (or,
I if you like, away in advance of) oth- 
! er sections of the Christian world In 
I regard to the observation of , the 
I Sunday. From a Chicago contem

porary we learn that the State Re- 
I tail Clerks’ Association met the 
I other day at Springfield foi* the pur- 
I Pose of devising means of obtaining 
I a Sunday closing law. In expiain- 
I ing the situation the article in ques
tion gives us some details that 
I might constitute a very fine text 
I for a series of sermons upon the
■ Lord’s Day. Take thô following
■ Paragraph as an example.:
I " An unwritten law has closed the 
■larger business establishments down
■ town on Sundays. The public rèr 
■eognize the justice of 
|Wn purchases are 
i*eek,

*ience because the stores are rins-

s.^eaM eiq qiiM exnoq amoo %oe eaop 
pay until late Saturday night. But 
in the greater number of cases the 
delay in purchasing is due simply to 
negligence. A little more considera
tion for others is all that is needed 
to materially further the movement 
of the Retail Clerks’ Association

While we deeply sympathize with 
the clerks and their association, 
wei are inclined to think that there 
is a still higher ground whereon to 
base such a law as the one demand
ed. Considerfction for others is very 
good, but consideration for the law» 
of God is paramount. Certainly the 
condition of affairs in that State, as 
may be gleaned from the foregoing 
paragraph, is anything but charac
teristic of a Christian community. 
In fact the situation presents an 
alarming paradox.

A CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION. — 
Elsewhere we make reference to (the 
Catholic Association of London; we

mqbm

«other body bearing the same name, 
and one that has politkial aims that 
*ome not within the scope of the or
ganization in England. The recent 
divic elections in Belfast have serv
ed to bring the Catholic Association 
into prominence, and to identify the 
Most Rev. Dr. Henry, Bishop of the 
diacese, with its operations, while 
clearing away a few of the false ac
cusations brought by the ultra Or- 
dntfe section against the Catholic 
electorate in general. There are „ 
coufde of wards in Belfast that can 
retuen Catholics and Nationalists. 
In one of these, the Falls Ward, the 
aim -ef the anti-Catholic and anti- 
Nationalist body was to create dis
union dn the ranks of the majority. 
A Dr. ’McDonnell had been selected 
as çandidate by the Association, but 
another ‘Catholic, a Mr. McCusker. 
imposed «his candidature. Hie atti
tude was -such that he became the 
rallying -centre of the entire Orange 
section, which hoped by defeating 
Dr. McDonnell, even with a Catholic, 
to strike an effective blow at the As

sociation. 'Certain electors appeal
ed in such a way to the Bishop as 
fto place him in the unenviable posi- 
ition of either «declining to act or 
else to incur the «outside accusation 

u8ÿfif " undue jiriestly influence ” 
in public affairs. The manly stand 
stand taken by the Bishop, under 
such peculiar circumsitances, at once 
indicates the danger to Catholic in
terests from the personal' whims of 
individual ambitions of unthinking 
men, and the wisdom of the Church 
in the attitude of her representa
tives whenever the cause oHCatholic 
rights is at stake. The short ad
dress of Rev.’ Dr. Henry, on the oc
casion above mentioned, and in re
ply to the letters which he had re
ceived, is worthy of a careful per
usal. It shows how the pastor can, 
by wisdom and timely action, save 
his flock from the wolves that prowl 
about the fold. The Bishop said :

'1 do not think that letter re
quired any reply, as I do not ttilnk 
it my duty or for the interest of the 
Association that I should gb about 
asking any man to retire, and I be
lieve there are some men who if I 
did so would say. that it was "cler
ical dictation.” For some time
>ast .1 have not attended tfoe qieet- 

of the Executive Cojnmittee of 
Catholic Association. I was 

that the business of the As- 
*as being conducted in a 

**’* I have never-
take a deep in- 

I am here 
this inter-

called into existence for the .protec
tion and advancement of Catholic 
interests in this city by the consoli
dation of the Catholic vote, and by 
the selection «ef suitable candidates 
to represent Catholic interests at 
the public boards. I am satisfied 
that the Executive Committee con
sisting of aloeut 76 laymen (repre
sentative of every congregational 
district in the city), and 15 clergy
men have exercised a wise ‘discretion 
in tftie selection of candidates, and 
that they have jbeen actuated by the 
purest motives in their decision. Up 
Jo tine present there has been dis
played a\ willingness to submit per
sonal interests .and ambitions to the 
judgment of this committee. I regret 
to firfd that an Exception to the rule 
has recently occurred. A «gentleman, 
for whom I have always entertained 
the highest regard, has thought it 
right (to appeal *o the people against 
the vote of the Executive Commit
tee, although he submitted his name 
to it tor nomination, after almost a 
week’s consideration and consulta
tion with hie friends. Such conduct 
is neither honourable nor calculated 
to advance Catholic interests or any 
other pmblic interest so far as I can 

Eh-. M'Donnell, the candidate 
selected toy your ^committee, has 
given ample evidence Of his «-capacity 
to represent Catholic interests. Ha 
has devoted a great deal of time 
and attention to further the inter
ests of the Catholic poo« as a poor 
law guardian. Apart from his ser
vices, if he were .even an untried 
man, like his opponent, we are 
■bound to support him as the selec
tion of this Association. I have 
•every confidence that the good and 
faithful Catholic electors ^pf the 
F-alls will follow my advice, as «they 
have always dome, and vote solidly 
and early for Dr. M'Donnell, the 
standard-bearer of the (Catholics K)f 
Belfast.

SELLING TO MINORS. — On 
January 1st, 1902, the Intoxicating 
Liquors Act, of 1901, passed by the 
Izpperial Parliament, came into 
force, eumd now all interested, in one 
■snay or another, are anxiously 
watching the operation of the new 
law in order to note its results. The 
question which it was intended to 
regulate is one that affects us in 
Canada .as well as the people for 
whom the law was enacted. The pur
pose of the Act is to prevent chil
dren under the age of fourteen being 
sent to purchase drink and to fetch 
it home from the public house. There 
was on amendment proposed to the 
Bill, by Lord Hugh Cecil, to the ef
fect that a publican could serve a 
child under fourteen with drink but 
in quantity of not mors than one 
pint, and this only in a "corked 
and sealed” bottle. Commenting 
upon the Bill, one of the leading 
English organs says that the best 
result of it sd far is that the pub
licans are so. irritated over the 
trouble of having to find out the 
exact age of each child customer, 
they will in future remse to serve,all 
children with drink. If we are not 
greatly mistaken, we have a law 
here that forbids the sale of liquor 
to minors, under severe penalties. 
But it does not appear to be a law 
that has received any degree of en
forcement. There is no calculating j 
the injury that is done by the sell
ing of liquor to young boys or girls. 
Not that the children are liable to 
drink the liquor purchased as much 
as the nabit they contract of visit
ing places from which they should 
be excluded, and the sad example 
that.they help in creating by becom
ing the instruments of their parents’ 
evil doings. Unnecessary to dwell 

the moral danger for the fu* 
generation that lies in this 

practice of selling liquor <o children.

bly no more severe criticism of the 
present government has yet been 
penned; and what makes it stronger 
is the fact that it appears to be jus
tified by the events recorded. He de
clares that the people of France are 
very easily satisfied since they ac
cept the word "Republic” as a de
finition of their country’s system ol 
Government^ while they know it to 
be a "most brutal oligarchy.” His 
indictment is concise but pointed- 
He says, in one place:

"Our liberties have been violated 
—liberty of conscience, liberty of as
sociation, liberty of instruction. It 
is forbidden even to persons as re
spectable and as inoffensive as the 
Benedictines and the Carmelites to 
live and meditate in common. Lib
erty dead, likewise the prosperity of 
the country, a budget of three bil
lions and a half, and a deficit of 
nearly two hundred millions; these 
are the last statistics. Twice cri
minal are those to whom xve owe 
this miserable situation. For, in the 
first place, they have known how to 
do nothing in four years of legisla
tion for those whom they call the 
most numerous class, or the prole
tariat. and consequently they ridi
cule us when they speak to us of 
their love of the people; and after
ward, they have rendered impossible 
by their lack of foresight ami by 
their dishonesty the great laws of 
social amelioration that they con
tinue to promise with a mechanical 
impudence.”

In defining the spirit of the Gov
ernment as Masonic, he tells us that 
two qualities characterize Masonry, 
and they are "religious intolerance, 
and the most hypocritical humani- 
tarianism.” Considering the influ
ence that France always exercised 
upon the whole of Europe, under the 
restoration, the monarchy of July, 
the second republic and the second 
Empire, he concludes that this Re
public has lowered France to a per
ceptible degree in the eyes of the 

•World, and that European civiliza
tion has retrograded in (ne year 
1901. Beyond all .doubt this is not 
complimentary to .the Government 
that has so recently play.id the 
petty tyrant upon tbe most defence
less of its subjects, and did so in 
the name of liberty. Strange, in
deed, is France’s conception of liber
ty. Wall did an Irish orator once 
say, in referring to the great Revo
lution, "they did all in the sacred 
name of Liberty, yet in the deluge 
of human blood they left not one 
mountain-top for the Ark of Liberty 
to rest upon.”

church and pastor. ing the illustrious Vicar of Christ.

A PEW DIVIDEND. — In this age 
when it is so difficult to secure, es
pecially from what is generally 
known as pew rents, the required 
funds to maintain the Churches 
throughout tho country, it comes as 
a surprising piece of news, that in 
one parish out in Wisconsin, the 
priest has actually paid a dividend 
to each pew-holder in his congrega
tion. The story of this exceptional 
case is told thus

"St. John's Church at Little 
Cljute, Wis., is probably the only 
church in America which has ever 
paid to its parishioners a dividend 
oh its own pew rentals, Vrat such was 
the unusual announcement made 
Sunday by the pastor/Father Knet- 
gèal. The pew rents for the last 
year were about $200 in excess of 
the year before, and as the revenues 
of the church were more than suffi
cient for its needs by about the same 
amount, and there is no church debt 

pon which to pay the surplus, the 
pastor declared a dividend of $1 
each of the one hundred and seventy- 
two pews and .paid the amount over 
to each peW-holder.”

What wo regard as the most im- 
portant point in this Information, is 
the fact feat no church debt exi 

so much. mm

THE POPE’S HEALTH. — So 
many and so frequent have been tho 
stories, more or less sensational, 
that have of late been circulated re
garding the state of the Pope’s 
health, that it comes well from a 
correspondent of the "Freeman’s 
Journal” to set at rest all minds 
regarding, two very important 
points. The first is in regard to the 
periodical rumors of the Pope’s 
death; the second concerns tho 
actual reasons given by the most re
liable medical authorities for the 
continuation in mental and physical 
health of Leo XIII. We will, for the 
benefit of our readers, take each of 
these questions separately, and lay 
before them tho very sensible state
ments of the correspondent in ques
tion. After dealing in a general way 
with these attempts at sensational
ism, which tho Roman purveyors of 
news matter fall back upon, when 
other items of interest arc lacking, 
the correspondent explains that if 
there were any immediate danger of 
the Pope’s death, the first to be 
warned would be Cardinal Martinelli 
and Cardinal Gibbons. Neither of 
these would be so notified unless 
there were some official and authen
tic pronouncement to that effect by 
the Papal physicians. If such decla
ration Were made by the physicians, 
Cardinal Rampollo, the Secretary of 
State, would at once cable the two 
Cardinals in America, who would 
thereon, proceed to Rome without 
delay. The writer says:—

‘Nothing would interfere with 
their departure, unless it would be 
physical disability. They are pre
pared to go at any time, and would, 
of course, take the quickest methods 
of transition. They would reach the 
Eternal City, barring delays or ac
cidents, within ten days, sufficient 
time to take part in the Sacred Col- 
Jege in the election of a new pon
tiff.”

So it may be safely concluded, as 
far as this continent is concerned, 
that unless the immediate departure 
of the two Cardinals corresponds 
with the reception of the news that 
the Pope is in danger, that news 
may be put down as false and mere 
guess worv, or sensationalism. We 
now turn to the very lucid and very 
wonderful explanation of the Pope's 
apparent immortality, given by Dr. 
Lapponi. This we reproduce in the 
exact words of the correspondent 
above mentioned. He says:—

"All the world, knows that Dr. 
Lapponi has for a great many years 
been the private medical man of Leo 
XIII.; he has studied with unremit
ting care all the health phases 
through which his illustrious patient 
has passed during tho last quarter 
of a century. Dr. Lapponi declares 
that he has not read anything in the 
history of medical câécô èô remark
able as that of His Holiness. All 
men after reaching a certain age be
gin to suffer from the malady known 
as senile debility, whjch progresses 
day by day and eventually kills 
them — if death is not produced by 
Some other cause. Until seven years 
ago Pope Leo was no exception to 
this rule. He possessed^ a splendid 
constitution which would in any case 
have enabled him to resist old age 
for a' long time, but the malady of 
senility continued to make normal 
progress. Then suddenly the ‘pro
gress stopped and hAe never since 
been resumed. It follows from this 
that His Holiness has, absolutely 
speaking, as-long a lease of life to
day as he had seven years ago. This 
explanation, the accuracy of which I 
can voqch for, should serve to dis
pose fod good and all of the absurd 
reports ithat are cropping up from 
time to time concerning the physical 

----------- ’ V ‘ His Holt-

AN ELECTRIC CURE—It would 
seem as if electric;ty were becoming 
man’s servant in almost every 
sphere. The latest attempts at util
izing the wonderful fluid are in the 
direction of curing consumption. Ac
cording to reports, experiments have 
been made in London and that re
markable results have followed. Ac
cording to tho "Herald’s” European 
edition, we learn that 

"These experiments, for the most 
part, have been conducted by Dr T. 
J. Bokenham, an eminent West End 
surgeon, in the course of his private 
practice, but with the knowledge 
and approval of; leading consump
tion specialists. For . various rea
sons, but principally because of evil 
results which might ensue if tho sys
tem were used by any but the most 
experienced medical men, with a per
fect knowledge of the forces ' hey 
were dealing with tho experiments 
have been quietly conducted. Appli
cations, for details of too methods 
used have not been encouraged.’’

We need not enter into the details 
of the two systems employed. In 
fact the accounts given us are 
rather too technical, and wo arc not 
sufficiently acquainted with either 
electricity or the medical theories 
concerning consumption, to give any 
opinion upon the "subject. However, 
we may soy that :—

"Dr. Bokenham’s experience is that 
in very bad cases of consumption 
the cough has been greatly reduced, 
night, sweats have disappeared, the 
appetite has improved and there has 
been a great gain in weight and gen
eral health. So that oven if the con
sumption bacilli have not been de
stroyed, it is certain that their viru
lence has been much decreased; that 
they have been brought under con
trol and that the patient has felt 
cured.”

It is quite within the range of pos
sibility that this terrible disease 
could be cured by the means thus 
used. In fact we are told of several 
cases of apparent cures, and of one 
particular bad case. Anyway, if the 
discovery should result in a success
ful treatment of a disease that has 
baffled all human skill heretofore, 
the world will bo deeply indebted to 
the one who produced such happy re
sults. But we prefer; before taking 
all that is said for granted, to. 
await further developments and more 
positive experiments.

LEGENDS AND SAINTS. — The 
"London Standard” has supplied 
the world with a lengthy article un
der the title, "The Humors of Celtic 
Saints,” jn which it purports tq re
vive some local legends concerning 
certain saints in England. The title 

, iH bad,y chosen for there is no more 
evidence of humor in all that i4told 

i about the saints ‘ than mfght be 
found in "Robinson 
"baron Munchausen.” Ir^/the next 
place the saints mentioned are not 
Celtic, they are Mtfxon, and they 
Jjvçd qt Lftnd'g/End and near the 
Lizard. According to the supposed 
legends uneartl&d by the "Stand
ard,” these so-called saints were far 
from being- humorous or saintly; one ... 
of them was a thief,* another was a 
quarrelsome stone-thrower, a third 
would have been a model for O'Con
nell in his encounter with Biddy 
Moriarty, a fourth was a swindler, 
and all of them were more or less 
viciously inclined fools. We are per
fectly aware that in the real lives of. 
the Saints there is a clear distinc
tion drawn between that which is au- ' 
then tic and that which is legendary.
But the legends in no "way clash 
with the authentic facts relating to 
the lives of the Saints. In the pre
sent instance the legends set forth 
by the "Standard” are not only the 
products of the imagination^ut are 4 
actually inventions calculated to 
cast discredit upon the lives of any 
or of all saints. If the writer of the 
article in question thought for a 
moment that he was producing some
thing humorous he certainly is the
nnl« liirlnrr Rainir nrhn. annlrl rlolorf


