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" The Effort Towards Convalescence

VER since the severe collapse of last Augusi

1

Le financiers have been making fitful and

spasmodic efforts to revive the functioning of

the disorganized economic organs and to turn the

tide of the chronic malady that brings capitalism to

death’s door once in every few years. The capital

ists are buoyant with hope of a recovery of their en

feebled system from the grip of the dread crisis

Some are hopeful of a very speedy recovery, whilc

others, more conservative of mind, look for a more

or less protracted duration of the hated industnal

1

depression. This stage in the life cycle of an indus

trial period is hated because it is fraught with so
many uncertainties to the individual establishment
It is the stage during which industry créeps along at
being rendered sluggish by the ple

market ;

universally

a snail’s pace,

thora of goods on the trade 1s uniformly

dull and investors are extremely cau
tious
The present aim of the masters of industry and

finance is very modest. It is to bring the system

back to normal conditions, that is, to conditions as
they were in the good old days before the war, or as
near as it is possible to bring it to those conditions
liquidation of con
The la
their

It is hurried on by the gradual
cerns that are bankrupt or near bankrupt
bilities of such concerns are scored against
assets, paper promises to pay are consigned to the
waste basket, and a sound financial footing 1s usual-
ly given to such concerns by their being handed over
to large corporations, whose financial strength has
enabled them to withstand the crisis. ILiquidation
thus favors concentration in industry. It puts the
control of industrv more thoroughly into the hands
The backward

movement is also helped along by the fall in price of

of the large financial corporations.
commodities: This fall is a very hopeful sign to the
capitalists that business will soon revive, and that
economic organs will begin to function somewhat
normally. The state of prices has been a bugbear
to business ever since last August. The high prices
have been held responsible for the industrial collapse
by undiscriminating middle class critics. It has been
charged that the prices of all commodities have been
The recal
going about the
shoddy clothing in

so high that people have refused to buy.

citrant middle class protestant,

street in his old preference to
buying high priced new ones, has been a prominent
figure in newspaper lore for the last twelve months
But prices have begun to drop now—prices not only
of sugar and beans, but also of labor-power The
fall 1in the price of the latter 1s the hopeful sign, to
the capitalist, of the return to the glorious normal
conditions. The lowering of wages is the medicine
that puts new life into capitalism. One trade paper
remarks that there can be no permanent advance in
mdustrial activity until wages and labor disputes are
settled So long as wages remain at a “high” level

and so long as laboring men persist in disturbing
the industrial machine by strikes, so long the present
uncertain conditions will continue. For in such an
unsettled atmosphere investors will remain timid,
securities will not have a solid foundation and the
price of bonds will not advance. And in as much
as timidity of investors and insecurity of investments
prevent the steady flow of financial aid to industry,
the wheels of industry cannot turn  smoothly and
continuously ; besides, strikes eat into profits, and
that is the most disturbing factor of all.

The capitalist, accordingly, blames the stagnant
condition of industry to the hard-headedness of the
worker. ‘For if he would only quie'tl_v consent to a
cut in wages to a level which the capitalist consid-
ers would make business investments safe, and if he
woul® only throw all his cdres on the capitalist
and rest confident that the latter would soon bring
about the rosy dawn of normal conditions, the white
streaks of which are already seen in the eastern sky,
industry would again be on a normal footing in a
short time! In such a temper capitalists consider a

demand for higher wages with cynical refusal. Why

" should the commodity that the worker sells rise in

price when that of all other commodities is falling.
In keeping with this position the owners of the

Canadian Pulp Mills find it more profitable to close

down their plants than to grant a 15 per cent. in

crease in wages. They argue that wage reduction
the order of the day, tlre steel mill workers having
already consented to a 20 percent. cut, and the Amer

ican Railway Board has decreed a reduction in the

wages of railway employees. The labor organiza

fions, in spite of their boasted skill and power in

marketing the commodity in which they deal, stand

baffled in the face of the operation of a simple econ

omic law

But though the capitalists clamor, for the time be

ing, for sharp wage reduction, such reductions are
not going to relieve the tie-up in the industnal sys
tem to any considerable extent After ¢very crisis
radical adjustments are necessary before the indus
trial machine will work again. The first, and prob
ably the most important of these is to get rid of the
surplus goods that have accumulated on the market,
especially as it is this surplus that originally brought

on the crisis. A reduction in wages will retard rather

than facilitate the consumption of these goods. It
lessens the rate at which the working class can con

sume these goods But unless the worker can

work and draw wages he cannot consume at all, and

vet by the act of producing goods he increases the

plethora of commodities on the market, thus tending

to lower their prices still further as the supply in

creases Under this circumstance the first atten
tion of the industrial capitalist is towards lowering
the cost of production, more especially that part of
the cost of production that is represented by wages.
But to stop all industrial operations would be to
strengthen the arm of the enemy by increasing the
number and the power of the army of unemployed
The closing of the factory doors would mean the
opening of the doors of the social revolution. Caught
on the horns of this dilemma the capitalist chooses
to cut wages, the course that seems the most prom
ising and to labor through the ensuing industrial de-
pression, amidst hardships and difficulties so exact-
ing to his “patience and thrift.”

Recent conflicts about wage reductions have been
share of the

fruits of industry—the capitalist or the laborer. A

to decide which 1s to* have the larger

reduction in wages means that the profits-to the cap-
italist class will rremain approximately at their old
level ; a non-reduction that these profiss would be re
duced- For the time being the former has won out.
The latter has not yet gained sufficient knowledge
to resist the encroachinents of the master class on
the fruits of his toil. He is still willing to deny his
own welfare, to submit to exploitaion, to yield to the
demands of the master Still, his yielding

brings very plainly to light the fact that the effort

class.

to rise to health of capitalism can nr‘y take place at
the expense of the living comforts of the working

C.M.C

class
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CLARION MAINTENANCE PUND

Lettish Local (Winnipeg), per F- W. K., $15;

John A. Mitchell, $2.50; Wm. Churchill, $2; G. M.

Barrett, §1; M. Goudie, $10; B. L. J, $2; Wm. ]
Kennedy, $1.

Above, total C. M. F. contributions

$33.50.

from 28th
~

July to 10th August, inclusive

PLATFORM

Socialist Party of
Canada

We, the Socialist Party of Canada affirm our alleg-
fance to, and support of the principles and programme
of the revolutionary »\w\rklng class,

Labor, applied to natural resources, produces all
wealth The present economic system is based upon
capitalist ownership of the gneans of production, conse-
quently, all the products of labor belong to the capital-
ist class The capitalist is, therefore, master; the
werker a slave

80 long as the capitalist class remains in possession
of the rains of government all the powers of the SBtate
will.be used to protect and defend its property rights in
the means of wealth prbduction and s control of the
product of labor y

The capitalist system gives to the capitalist an ever-
swelling stream of profits, and to the worker, an ever-
ircreasing measure of misery and degradation

The interest of the working class lies in setting itself
free from capitalist exploitation by the abolition of the
wage system, under which this exploitation, at the point
of production, is cloaked. To acoomplish this necessit-
ates the transformation of capitalist property in the
means of wealth production into socially controlléed acon
omic forces

The irrepressible conflict of interest between the cap-
jtalist and the worker necessarily expresses itself as &
struggle for political supremacy This is the Class
Struggle

Therefore we call upon all workers to organize under
the banner of the Socialjst Party of Canada, with the
object of comquering the political powers for the pur-
pose of setting up and enforcing the economic pro-
gramme of the working class, as follows

1-—The transformation, as rapidly as possible,
of capitalist property in the means of
wealth production (natural resources, factor-
tories, mills, railroads, etc.) into collective
means of production
2 The organization and management of industry
by the working class
1 The establishment, as speedily as possible, of
production for use instead of production for
profit
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Communism
and "

Christianism
Analyzed and contrasted from the Marxian
and Darwinian points of view. By Willham
Montgomery Brown, D.D- The writer, a Bishop
of the Episcopal Church, smites supernatural-
ism in religion and capitalism in politics.

Comments: “One of the most extraordinary
arid annihilating books 1 have ever read. It
will shake the country.” “I call it a sermon.
The text is astounding :—Banish the gods from
the sky and capitalism from the earth.” “It
came like a meteor across a dark sky and it
held me tight.” “Bishop Brown is the reincar-
nation of Thomas Paine and his book is the
modern Age of Reason.” “It will do a won-
derful work in this the greatest crisis in all his-
tory.” “A remarkable book by a remarkable
man of intense interest to all.”

Published in October, 1920. Fiftieth thou-
sand now ready, 233 pages, 25 cents or six cop-
ies $1; postpaid (Canada 5 copies for $1).

Send M. O. (United States rate).

The Bradford-Brown Educational Co., Inc.,
Publishers, 102 South Unipn Street, Galion,
Ohio or from,

SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA

401 Pender Street E., Vancouver, B. C.

MANIFESTO

— of the —
SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA
(Fifth Edition)

ECONOMIC - CAUSES
OF WAR

N By PETER T. LECKIE.

NOW READY.
Preface by the author,

132 PAGES.

Per Oopy, 25 Cents.
Ten oopies up, 20 oents each.
Post Psid.

MF
W
ru

1e8 a
wealt
velop
loeal
g . to the
T
clusn
the ¥
tenta
flag &
itself
Wher
natio
- each
. unex|
» pires,
lords
worlc
E & other
. F
peria
If ca
in th
wher
) and ]
; . niggs
8 3 ly pr
the 1t
indus
Ier‘H
the g
gling
for tl
ecann
; B
2 3 the e
| cAdss
- prop
this
alone
actu:
tent
and
exter
nafic
T
with
for v
prO(‘i
inter
nece:
vate
has
s0CIA
“toge!
own
t elusi
ditio
flict.




