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The FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on or
about the first of each month. Is impartial and
independent of all cliques or parties. handsomely
illustrated with original engravings. and furnishes
the most profitable, practical and reliable informa-
tion for farmers. dairymen, gardeuners and stock-
men, of any publication in Canada.

Terms of Subscription—$1.00 per year in ad-
vance ; $1.25 if in arrears: single copies, 10c. each.
New subscriptions can commence W th any month.

Advertising Rates—Single insertion, 15 cents
per line. Contract rates furnished on application.
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THE WILLIAM WELD CO.,
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Our Monthly Prize Essays.
CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION.

1.—No award will be made unless one essay at
least comes up to the standard for publication.

2. The essays will be judged by the ideas, argu-
ments, conciseness and conformity with the subject,
and not by the grammar, punctuation or spelling.

3._Should any of the other essays contain valu-
able matter, not fully covered by the one awarded
the first prize, or should any present different views
of the same topic, and we consider such views
meritorious, we will publish such essays in full, or
extracts from them as we may deem best. and allow
the writer ten cents per inch (one dollar per
column) printed matter for as much of such articles
as we publish. Bv this rule each writer who sends
us valuable matter will receive remuueration for
his labor, whether he be the winner of the first
prize or not. ;

4.— We invite farmers to write us on any agricul-
tural topic. We are always pleased to recelve
practical articles. For such as we cousider valu-
able we will pay ten cents per inch (one dollar per
column) printed matter. Criticisms of Articles,
suggestions How to Improve the ADVOCATE, Des-
criptions of New Grains, Roots oT Vegetables not
generally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried,
or Improved Methods of Cultivation are each and
all welcome.

We will give a prize of §5 for the best essay
which .will name_and describe the varieties of
spring wheat, oats, barley and peas which have
yielded best during the past seasor 10 the district
in which the writer resides, and the mode of
cultivation which has given the best results.
Essay to be in this office not later than the 15th
January, 1892.

We will give a prize of 5 for the best essay
which will name and describe the six most prom-
ising varieties of potatoes grown in the district
in which the writer resides, and the mode of
culture which has given the best results. Essav
to be in this office not later than February, 1892.

We will give a prize of 85 for the best essay
on corn and corn culture, the writer to name ar}d
describe the three most promising sorts grown in
the district in which he resideg, al§0 the best and
most economical mode of cultivation before and
after planting. Essay to be in this office not
later than 15th February, 1592. )

In writing on any of the above subjects des-

Gditorial.

A Word About Ourselves—Retro-
spective and Prospective.

The present issue of this paper closes the
second volume of the Manitoba and Western
Edition of the FARMER'S ADVOCATE. In these
two short years Manitoba hag seen many changes,
Last year was a fair one in some parts of the
country, and a good one in others. The present
year has been an unusually good one for all parts,
notwithstanding minor difficulties in some few
districts. Itis a pleasure to the publishers of
the ADVOCATE to be in a position to state that
the measure of success that has crowned their
efforts has been almost phenomenal. It is
doubtful if any agricultural journal now, or at
any other time published in Canada, ever ob-
tained as large a number of subscribers or gained
equal prestige in the same length of time that
the Western Edition of the FARMER'S ADVOCATE
has done. It has now a provincial and territorial
circulation more than double that of all other
agricultural papers combined. Its circulation is
larger than that of any political paper published
in Manitoba or the west except one. Such sue-
cess as this is not obtained without effort. On
the first page of Volume I. appears this sentence
in referring to the establishing of this Edition :
__« 1t will continue, as it ever has been, an in-
dependent, non-political agricultural paper, fear-
less in exposing that which is not right, or
against the farmer’s interests, and liberal in
giving credit where credit is due, always and
ever watchful for the farmer’s interests, with no
axes to grind.” No ome conversant with the
principles of the ADvOCATE will assert that this
pledge has not been carried out. Sometimes on
the spur of the moment our criticisms have been
gevere, but in no instance has it been shown
that they have been unfair or astray. A sum-
mary of the advances made in agricultural
institutions and associations in the past two
years reads something like this: The establish-
ment of one of the best systems of Farmers:
Institutes in the world, the formation of the
Central Farmers’ Institute, formation of a Pure-
bred Cattle Breeders’ Association for Manitoba
and the Territories, the Manitoba Poultry As-
gociation, and last, but not least, the Winnipeg
Industrial Exhibition.

In all of these matters the ADVOCATE has been
an important factor, and in three out of the five
important movements the prime factor. With
a reputation so well established there is every
reason to anticipate even greater success in the
future than in the past. Among the questions

be the extension and improvement of the
organizations above specified and the develop-
ment of others deemed in the interest of agricul-
ture ; the different methods of cultivation and
systems of manuring, to advance the ripening of
wheat ; better systems of feeding and caring for
cattle and other stock ; best varieties of native
grasses for cultivation ; best trees, and methods
of growing them for wind breaks ; best breeds of
poultry, and methods of feedihg and caring for
them for best results. Arrangements have been
made for contributions from the best and most
successful farmers in the province. A number
of enfravings of some of the best animals in the
country are now being prepared for issue in the
pear future. In fact, no stone will be left un-
turned to not only keep the ADVOCATE in advance
of all competitors, but very far in advance of
them. In this we also ask the hearty co-opera-
tion of our readers and patrons. Kindly send us
any items of agricultural information that may
come under your notice. Saya kind word for
us to a friend who is not a subscriber ; or, better
still, send us his subscription ; or if any article
will be of special interest to an absent friend
send us a post card and we will gend a copy. To
our readers, contributors, advertisers and friends
generally our hearty thanks are tendered, with
the hope that we shall enjoy in the future, as in
the past, their liberal patronage and co-opera-

tion. This issue of the
EASTERN EDITION

closes its twenty-sixth volume. Like our
Western Edition, not only has it enjoyed a
healthy, strong and steady growth, but the
patronage extended to it by Canadian, American
and English farmers is most encouraging. Dur-
ing the last five years its growth has been greater
than ever before. To-day the circulation of the
FARMER'S ADVOCATE is three times greater
}hnn that of any other agricultural paper
printed in the Dominion, and the combined
circulation of our two papers is more than,
twice as large as that of all other
Canadian agricultural papers combined. There
are very few Canadian homes where any agri-
cultural paper is received that the ADVOCATE
does not regularly enter each month, Besides
these there are thousands of farmers scattered all
over Canada who have taken the ADVOCATE for
years and have never taken any other Canadian
agricultural paper. For this reason the
Eastern and the Western Editions of our paper
offer far better advantages to advertisers than
any or all of the other agricultural papers printed
in Canada.
If you have anything
TO SELL

cribe any new varieties ; compare them with
standard sorts.
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that shall receive special attention in future will

that western farmers (including residents of
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