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The Hudson's Bay Company Pioneers 
Canadian Trade Who Have Also 

Done Much to Modernize 
Canadian Business.

in

Operating Some of the Best Equipped Departmental Stores in America. New Stores in Calgary, Edmonton and Van-
Biggest Fur Traders in the World—150 Fur Trading Posts in Canada and Labrador.
Land Departments. Managed by Capable Commissioners in Each Department.

couver.

Tin' Hudson's Rnv Company distributes their 
furs among the various fur dealers of the world, 
the ehief fur clearing house being in the Old 
< 'omitry.

crons terms of payment and has always treat­
ed its purchasers with every courtesy. Since 
the commencement of the war, the Company 
has had thousands of dollars withheld in land 
payments, but in every possible ease they have 
given due consideration 
caused by the war and have acted generously 
with their overdue land debtors.

The Hudson s Ray Company is in a posittion 
to oiler more expert advice, on western agri­
cultural lands than almost any other one com­
pany in I'anada.

THE HUDSON BAY COMPANY.

:The Trade Revival editions of The Journal 
of Commerce would be incomplete without a 
reference to the Hudson’s Ray Company, a 
company which was doing business in the 
western provinces, long before the first trans­
continental railway had crossed the Canadian 
prairies. The history of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company is closely interwoven with the his­
tory of Canada. Long before it was known that 
the prairies could produce wheat and root 
crops and graze cattle, this company, the pion­
eer trading company of the Dominion, had its 
agents scattered throughout the northwest ter­
ritories. Tt is largely due to these early Hud­
son’s Bay Company pioneers that the fertility 
of the western soil was discovered. Most of 
them were men of hardy Scotch and English 
stock.

But the Hudson’s Ray Company has not al­
lowed its age to be its chief attractions. Year 
by year they have kept apace of the times, as­
sisting in the development of the Canadian 
west as no other company has. with the pos­
sible exception of the Canadian Pacific Rail­
way. In their lands department they laid out 
magnificent town sites and both the town 
sites and agricultural lands were sold on easy 
and attractive payments. Tn their stores de­
partment they have kept abreast of every new 
idea with the result that to-day the Hudson’s 
Ray departmental stores are among the best in 
America. Tn their fur trading department they 
have held the reputation which has been theirs 
for so many years, a reputation for fairness in 
buying the raw furs, and for expert skill in 
making the furs ready for the retail market.

Incorporated under Royal Charter, the ITud 
son’s Bay Company has withstood the test of 
time. They have passed through periods of 
prosperity and of depression in Canada, but 
backed by shareholders in the Old Country 
who have never lost faith in Canada, the Com­
pany has added its share to the development 
and progress of the Dominion.

The Fur Trading Posts.
Originally the Hudson’s Bay Company were 

almost exclusively fur-traders. They were, 
among the pioneers who introduced various 
wearing apparel, manufactured products and 
food stuffs among the Indians, in the days 
when such exchange was more acceptable than 
money, since in those days there was no place 
to spend the money. The company are still 
fur-traders and the popularity which they won 
in the earlier days has been maintained in a 
century of progress.

To-day the Hudson’s Bay Company has ap­
proximately 150 fur trading posts of which 
about 30 are in the Province of Quebec, 28 
in Ontario. 16 in Manitoba. 15 in Alberta. 16 
in British Columbia, 14 in the North West 
Territories, and 3 in Labrador. No company 
in America has such an elaborate chain of fur 
trading posts and few if any companies in the 
world, have, had such an important share of 
the fur trading business.

Hudson’s Bay Stores.
The Hudson’s Bay Departmental stores arc 

now among the best equipped on this continent. 
It lias been a long jump from the little log 
trading stores of years ago to the big four to 
six storey brick and stone blocks which house 
the present stores. The Company has so im­
proved its departmental stores that frequently 
they have been accused of being ahead of the 
times in the cities in which they have from time 
to time improved the service.

When the real estate boom had long since 
subsided and when building operations in the 
west wore being curtailed, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company erected a number of new stores. Tn 
Calgary they erected a handsome store of such 
elaborate design and commuent, that Cal 
garians themselves suggested the store was too 
big for tin- citv. At the same time the Com- 
nanv was making big additions to their store 
in Edmonton, which included big building ad­
ditions and a complete renovation of the in­
terior and exterior of the old building, which 
was itself a four storey brick structure occupy­
ing half a city block. The Edmonton and Cal­
gary stores are among the finest departmental 
stores in Canada.

Another new development in the stores de­
partment was the erection of the handsome 
new building ’ll Vancouver. Started before the 
outbreak of the war. this building was carried 
on to completion and has been opened in the 
oast vear. Tt is the finest departmental store 
building in British Columbia, and is another 
evidence of the faith in the Canadian provinces 
which is held by the men behind the Hud 
son’s Rnv Company.

The Winnipeg stores of the Hudsons Bay 
Company has always been one of the most 
popular shopping places of Winnipeg, the Com 
pan y giving there the same qualité of service 
which has marked all their stores as shopping 
places for people who care. Tn other smaller 
towns and cities there are Hudson Bay Stores 
and without this company’s stores, the earlier 
set tiers would have had a hard time getting 
along in the newer settlements. They have 
also been first in equipping stores in the Peace 
River country. But not content with being 
first, they have succeeded also in being 

BEST” when increased population has called 
for improvement.

to the conditions
1

The pioneers of the Com­
pany were also the, pioneer land settlers. The 
company has valuable townsite and agricul­
tural lands for sale in very one of the westA 
ern provinces, and the investors looking for 
locations which should prove valuable after 
the war. are likely to get safer treatment from 
this pioneer company than in dealing with com­
panies of recent birth.

Directorate of Business Men.
Th I i reel orate of th Hudson's Bay Com­

pany is made up of men who have years of 
business The commissioners forx pern-nee. 
each depart nient have I >een chosen with care 

"'dit11 a view to always making better 
servi's* to the Company’s many patrons, 

pie of this may hi* seen in the stores 
h-partment which under II. E. Burrbidge has 

second to none on this continent. N. 
II Bacon. Commissioner of the Fur Trade 
Department lies had under his care th

and ■
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over
seeing ot one of the biggest fur trading chain 
ot posts in the world, 
one of the most

Mr. Bacon had been
ntlmsiastie commissioners for 

the Hudsons Bay Company and has neon lar­
gely responsible for the maintainance of tin» 
very 1 rfemlly relations which have continued 
to exist in ev ry locality where the company 
has its fur trading posts and for the 
of every department of the fur trading busi-

1 -ill fur trading posts

success

of theness com | ia ny.
ion toin les connected

with the bringing of the furs to the markets, 
■sporting to th

■1 c.. is no small care, and in addition
loties. Mr. Bacon is also agent, for the 

Company in New York.

various i !

Old Country,
to

Th people of Canada will always feel a 
pride in the I ! misons Bay Company, a Com­
pany which though the pioneers in the settle­
ment ot the west, have not grown mouldy with 
age. hut havc done more to improve the

'

con
dit ions of the west through their department­
al stores, lands and fur departments than any 
other one ( "unman v in the Dominion.

The Directors of the Company are as fol- 
R. M. Kindersley, Governor ; Charles 

\ . Sale. Deputy Governor; Committee: Vivian 
II. Smith. Sir William Mackenzie, C. Lubbock, 
Réduit d Burbridge, A. M. Nan ton and Hewitt

_____________________._________ _______  ______ __Advisory Committee in Canada, A.
lost an opportunity in laying out their town- NT. Nani on. Chairman; G. All 
sites carefully and with regard to future de­
velopment . and tin* Hudson’s Bay townsites 
have never been hastily or carelessly put on 
the market. In selling farm lands and town 
properties, the Company has always given gen-

The Land Departments. lows ;
The land departments of the Hudson’s Bay 

Company has been as valuable to the settle­
ment of the Canadian west as has the stores

Skinner :and fur departments. The Company never
an.. George F. 

Galt. Commissioners; Land Department, J. 
Thompson with II. F. Harman, Assistant Coin- 

Stores Department, H. E. Bur-

J.

missioimr ;
bridge : Fur Trade Department, N. IT. Bacon, 
also Commissioner for New York Agency.
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